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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Planting  -  Crop  -  Starting  Grinding 


Planting  progressed  at  a  good  rate 
once  it  started.  Some  growers  will  be 
finished  by  September  25  and  others 
will  not  finish  until  the  first  week  of 
October.  Growers  have  done  a  good 
job  of  getting  land  prepared  once  the 
rains  stopped.  There  were  not  many 
growers  with  much  land  ready  to  plant 
on  September  1st.  Prolonged  rainfalls 
prevented  cultivation,  and  weeds  and 
grass  in  planting  areas  were  common- 
place. At  the  end  of  August,  a  large 
number  of  growers  had  most  planting 
areas  not  yet  in  rows.  Although  this 
may  sound  a  little  far  fetched,  in  early 
August,  a  grower  in  the  Teche  area 
indicated  there  was  still  a  small  amount 
of  stubble  yet  to  be  broken. 

The  job  growers  are  doing  in  planting 
looks  good.  On  the  subject  of  planting, 
the  writer  heard  that  Mr.  Ronald  Gon- 
soulin  of  New  Iberia  is  using  a  newly 
developed  two-row  planter.  The  writer 
has  not  seen  the  planter  or  talked  with 
Mr.  Gonsoulin,  but  two  reports  indicate 
the  planter  makes  use  of  a  longer  drum 
and  has  a  separate  chute  leading  to 
each  of  the  two  rows.  The  reports  in- 
dicate the  new  planter  plants  about 
double  the  amount  of  acres  planted  per 
dav.  More  specific  information  will  be 
gotten  from  Mr.  Gonsoulin  and  published 
in  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN  in  the  near 
future. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  this  crop 
being  smaller  than  the  last  crop.  There 
is  less  acreage,  more  gaps,  more  grass, 
and  shorter  cane.  This  will  mean  fewer 
days  of  grinding.  There  has  been  some 


discussion  about  a  few  factories  not 
starting  grinding  operations  until  the  last 
week  of  October.  Certainly,  because  the 
amount  of  cane  to  be  ground  is  not 
large,  there  is  no  real  reason  to  start 
grinding  operations  during  the  first  week 
of  October,  but  remember  what  happened 
to  the  freeze-damaged  crop  of  1962.  In 
1962  many  factories  knowing  the  cane 
supply  was  short  and  lessened  by  the 
January  freeze  of  that  vear  decided  to 
start  in  later  October.  Well,  a  Decem- 
ber 12,  1962  stalk-splitting  freeze  allow- 
ed only  about  10  more  davs  of  sugar 
making  and  more  than  10,000  acres  of 
cane  were  left  in  the  field. 

At  least  two  reports  have  indicated 
sucrose  looks  good  for  this  time.  If 
maturity  is  good,  don't  delay  too  long 
the  grinding  operation.  History  could 
repeat  itself  and  it  frequently  happens. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  Christmas 
and  after  weather  with  mud,  ruts,  downed 
cane,  cold,  breakdowns,  and  tired  people 
many  times  makes  the  last  week  of  har- 
vest less  profitable  than  the  first  week 
from  both  the  factory  and  the  field 
standpoint. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


1985  SUGAR  IMPORT  QUOTA 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  September  14  the  U.S.  sugar 
import  quota  for  the  1985  quota  year 
(October  1,  1984  -  September  30,  1985) 
will  be  2,552,000  short  tons,  raw  value. 
The  1984  quota  was  3,052,000  short  tons. 
Of  the  2,552,00  short  tons,  2,000  are  re- 
served for  specialty  sugars.  Secretary 
Block  said  the  import  quota  reflects  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  sugar  needs  in 
the  U.S.  market,  and  that  a  recovery  in 
domestic  sugar  production  coupled  with 
reduced  demand  for  cane  and  beet  sugar 
were  major  factors  leading  to  the  quota 
level.  "However,  if  unforeseen  develop- 
ments occur,  authority  exists  for  chang- 
ing the  quota,"  Block  said.  The  Office 
of  the  U.S.  Trade  Representative  will 
announce  the  country  quota  allocations 
in  the  near  future. 


PRESIDENT  ANNOUNCES 
FARM  DEBT  PLAN 

President  Reagan  announced  Septem- 
ber 18  a  plan  to  help  ease  farm  credit 
and  debt  problems.  The  new  program 
includes  federal  loan  guarantees  and 
debt  forgiveness  for  farmers  in  serious 
financial  trouble.  It  will  allow  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  (FmHA) 
to  defer  debt  payments,  both  interest 
and  principle,  on  25  percent  of  some 
farm  loans  for  up  to  five  years  and  will 


extend  federal  guarantees  of  about  $650 
million  in  commercial  loans  to  farmers 
if  banks  agree  to  write  off  10  percent  of  ' 
the  debt  owed.  FmHA  will  guarantee  90 
percent  of  the  remaining  obligation. 

FmHA  will  also  provide  services  of  a 
farm-management  expert  and  a  farm- 
lending  specialist  for  each  of  its  county 
offices  and  will  contract  with  banks  to 
service  many  of  its  loans  to  help  handle 
a  heavy  load  during  the  peak  lending 
season  next  spring. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USDA  released  its  September  Crop 
Production  Report  forecasting  1984  su- 
gar cane  production  for  sugar  and  seed 
at  26.5  million  tons,  down  1  percent  from 
the  August  estimate,  6  percent  below 
1983  production,  and  the  smallest  crop 
since  1978.  Average  yield  is  forecast  at 
36.4  tons  per  acre  compared  with  36.7 
tons  last  year.  Harvested  area  is  ex- 
nected  to  total  729  thousand  acres,  down 
5  percent  from  a  year  ago  and  the  lowest 
since  1972. 

Production  of  sugarbeets  is  forecast  at 
22.6  million  tons,  up  a  fraction  from  the 
August  forecast  and  8  percent  larger 
than  last  year.  Average  yield  is  forecast 
at  20.7  tons  per  acre  and  expected  area 
harvested  is  1.09  million  acres. 

Sugar  cane  production  estimates  by 
state  are  as  follows: 


SUGAR  CANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


Area  Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

State 

Ind 

Ind 

Ind 

1983 

1984 

1983 

1984 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1,000 

Acres 

Tons 

1,000  Tons 

FLA 

367.9 

369.0 

31.4 

31.0 

12,613 

11,552 

11,439 

HAW 

99.3 

94.0 

92.2 

98.0 

8,997 

9,159 

9,212 

LA 

265.0 

230.0 

23.9 

21.0 

7,030 

6,328 

4,830 

TEX 

35.5 

35.7 

31.6 

29.0 

1,130 

1,122 

1,035 

U  S 

767.7 

728.7 

36.7 

36.4 

29,770 

28,161 

26.516 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
I      all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
Sinbar®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  Sinbar  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  Sinbar  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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If  you  want  more  sugar,  demand  the 
proven  control  off  SENCOR  and  GUTHION, 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower 
use  confirms  it. 

When  it  comes  to  protecting  your 
cane  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better  than 
SENCOR  herbicide  and  GUTHION 
insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  dependable 
control  of  grass  weeds  like  foxtails, 
crabgrass  and  seedling  johnsongrass. 
And  outstanding  control  of  broadleaf 
weeds  like  spiny  amaranth,  field  bind- 
weed, chickweed  and  curly  dock. 

All  without  injuring  your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides  fast  knockdown 
and  control  of  sugarcane  borer. 


And  both  offer  you  application  flexi- 
bility, at  a  price  that  makes  sense.  This 
year,  don't  make  a  compromise.  Make 
more  sugar,  with  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8322 


f@} 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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HIGHWAY  SAFETY  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


A.  General 

1.  Assign  flagman  at  critical  crossing 
areas  and  turning  points  where 
traffic  is  heavy. 

2.  Inspect  all  equipment  that  travels 
on  the  highway.  Are  all  the  lights  in 
working  order?  Are  any  tires  old 
and  cracked  and  susceptible  to 
blowouts?  It  so,  replace  them.  Is 
the  hitch  equipped  with  a  safety 
chain? 

3.  Replace  all  slow-moving  vehicle 
emblems  with  new  ones.  The  fluor- 
escent material  on  the  emblem  has 
probably  outlived  its  useful  life. 
Reflectors  should  be  placed  on  the 
rear  of  all  wagons  and  trailers. 


6.  Slow-moving  tractors  pulling  wag- 
ons should  avoid  traveling  in  a 
"convoy".  Tractor  drivers  should 
leave  plenty  of  space  between  units 
for  cars  and  trucks. 


C.  Truck-Tractor  and  Semi-Trailer  Units 

1.  Trucks  and  trailers  should  comply 
with  width,  height  and  length  regu- 
lations. 

a.  Miximum  width  -  96  inches    (8 
feet) 

b.  Maximum   height-loaded   or  un- 
loaded -  13  feet,  6  inches 

c.  Maximum  length  of  entire  rig  - 
60  feet 


R.  Tractor  and  Wagon  Units 

1.  No  more  than  two  wagons  should 
be  towed  by  a  tractor  on  a  highway. 

2.  Keep  tractors  off  the  highways  at 
night  or  under  foggy  conditions. 

3.  Load  wagons  and  trailers  properly 
to  avoid  spillage  and  protruding 
cane.  Loading  cane  too  high  only  to 
be  knocked  off  at  bridges  and  un- 
derpasses is  completely  unnecessary 
and  infuriates  the  public. 

4.  Tractor  hauling  units  should  be 
covered  by  liability  insurance. 

5.  All  tractor  drivers  should  be  urged 
to  pull  off  the  highway  onto 
shoulder,  where  possible  and  per- 
mitted, to  allow  long  lines  of  ve- 
hicles to  pass. 


D. 


2.  Truck  drivers  should  be  properly 
licensed. 

3.  Trucks  and  trailers  must  have 
liability  insurance  and  bear  in- 
spection tags. 

4.  All  trucks  and  trailers  must  have 
the  following  equipment  in  good 
working  order  as  required  by  law: 

a.  Reflectors,  lights,  and  directional 
signals 

b.  Mufflers 

c.  Mud  flaps 


Re  courteous  to  the  other  drivers  on 
the  highway.  Everyone  is  in  a  hurry 
these  days  and  by  following  these 
recommendations,  you  will  be  benefit- 
ing yourself  and  the  entire  Louisiana 
sugar  industry. 
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When  all  you  want  to  raise  is  cane. 

FENATROL&  stops  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds  before  they  get  a  chance 

Tough,  troublesome  grasses  like  seedling  johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  foxtai 
barnyardgrass,  even  brown  top  pan  icum. 

Plus  morningglory,  dock,  chickweed,  henbit  Nine  major  broadleaves  in  al~ 

Without  these  greedy  pests,  sugarcane  gets  all  the  water,  nutrients  and 
sunshine  it  .needs  to  produce  more  profit  for  you. 

And,  you  can  use  a  tankmix  of  FENATROL  herbicide  and  Sinbar®  in 

If  all  you  warn  to  raise  is  cane,  start  by  controlling  troublesome  grasses 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

Cane  Planting  About  Complete  —  Grinding  Started 


At  this  writing,  October  8,  most  cane 
growers  have  completed  planting  opera- 
tions. There  are,  however,  a  few  large 
growers  in  all  areas  with  a  few  more 
days  of  planting.  Poor  grass  control 
weather  during  June,  July,  and  August 
caused  great  concern,  but  fortunately 
September  weather  was  good  for  plant- 
ing and  a  good  job  was  done  generally 
around  the  Cane  Belt. 

On  the  subject  of  planting,  it  is  good 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Ulyses  Gonsoulin 
and  Sons,  New  Iberia,  LA,  cooperated 
with  the  Davis  Manufacturing  Company 
of  New  Iberia  in  the  development  and 
testing  of  a  new  two-row  cane  planter. 
The  planter  straddles  one  row  and  plants 
the  row  on  each  side  of  the  planter.  The 
wagon  is  eight  feet  wide  and  20  feet 
long.  The  drum  on  the  rear  of  the  wagon 
extends  the  full  width  of  the  eight  foot 
wide  bed.  Two  trough-shaped  chutes 
guide  the  cane  down  the  middles  of  the 
two  opened  furrows,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  wagon.  The  operator  is  positioned 
in  the  middle  of  the  rear  of  the  wagon 
above  the  two  chutes  which  guide  the 
cane  to  the  two  rows.  The  two  row 
planter  bed  holds  about  twice  the  cane 
of  the  single  row  planter. 

According  to  Mr.  Ronald  Gonsoulin, 
the  two-row  planter  plants  about  twice 
as  many  acres  a  day  as  the  single  row 
planter. 

The  new  planter  appears  very  promis- 
ing to  the  writer  and  to  the  others  in 
the  Cane  Belt  seeing  a  demonstration  of 
his  planter.  For  all  practical  purposes, 
the  two-row  planter  appeared  to  plant 
two-rows  as  good  as  the  single-row 
planter  plants  one  row. 

Mr.  Gonsoulin  also  indicated  that 
patents  had  been  applied  for  on  this 
new  planter. 


A  second  helicopter  flight  over  the 
Lower  Teche  cane  area  pointed  out 
clearly  the  absence  of  a  good  part  of  the 
best  cane  which  had  been  observed  on 
an  earlier  flight  before  planting  occurred. 
There  was  less  good  cane  because  a 
portion  of  the  good  cane  had  been  taken 
for  seed.  The  flight  was  sponsored  by 
Sterling  Sugars  of  Franklin,  LA.  With 
this  writer  on  both  flights  was  Messrs. 
Merl  Burley,  Field  Manager,  and  Clyde 
Bolton,  Assistant  to  the  General  Manager. 
Both  Mr.  Burley  and  Mr.  Bolton  made 
the  same  observation  regarding  the  ab- 
sence of  much  of  the  good  cane  seen 
earlier. 

On  only  the  second  flight  was  Mr. 
Pete  deGravelles,  cane  grower  from 
Franklin,  LA,  and  Mr.  Jeff  Blanchard, 
Assistant  Field  Manager  with  Sterling 
Sugars.  Both  indicated  strongly  the  al- 
ready well  known  fact  that  the  crop  is 
not  good. 

Many  mills  will  make  a  later  than 
usual  start  of  grinding  this  year.  The 
earliest  starting  date  now  reported  is 
October  17,  the  latest  is  October  25. 
Maturation  of  cane  is  better  now  than 
for  a  similar  period  last  year.  With  the 
cool  weather  coming  a  little  earlier  than 
normal  this  year,  early  maturation  was 
expected.  It  is  hoped  it  continues  to  rise 
rapidly. 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  AD 

For  Sale:  18  foot  roto-vator  for  cane  field 
operation  w/row  opening  attachment, 
J&L  ditcher.  1066  IHC-LC,  1456  IHC- 
LC,  966  IHC-LC.  Ph.  (504)  344-8131 
or  545-3040. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR   &  SWEETENER  REPORT 

USDA  released  its  Sugar  and  Sweet- 
ener Outlook  and  Situation  report  for 
the  quarter  ending  in  September  which 
contains  the  Department's  most  recent 
estimates  on  domestic  and  world  sugar 
and  sweetener  industries.  USDA  report 
prices  for  domestic  raw  sugar  averaged 
21.70  cents  a  pound  in  August,  down 
from  the  steady  22-cent  average  in 
March,  April  and  May.  This  softening  in 
prices  is  due  to:  (1)  abundant  quota 
sugar  due  for  import  as  of  early  August; 
(2)  rising  U.S.  sugar  production  in  1984 
/85  with  some  sugar  moving  to  the  mar- 
ket early;  and,  (3)  increased  imports  of 
sugar  blends  and  mixtures.  The  "world" 
sugar  price  declined  to  4  cents  per  pound 
in  August  due  to  failure  to  reach  a  new 
International  Sugar  Agreement  (the 
current  one  expires  at  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber) and  heavier  world  sugar  surpluses 
expected  next  year. 

In  August  USDA  proposed  a  national 
average  loan  rate  of  the  1984/85  sugar 
cane  crop  at  17.75  cents  a  pound,  the 
minimum  required  by  the  1981  Farm 
Bill.  In  addition,  USDA  announced  a 
new  market  stabilization  price  (MSP) 
of  21.57  cents  a  pound,  raw  sugar, 
effective  October  1,  which  is  up  from  the 
21.17  cents  in  fiscal  year  1984.  This  in- 
crease reflects  the  higher  loan  rate  and 
transportation  and  handling  charges. 

U.S.  cane  sugar  production  is  ex- 
pected to  decrease  4.4  percent,  to  2.8 
million  tons,  raw  value.  Sugar  cane 
acreage  is  estimated  down  3.8  percent 
from  1983/84.  Louisiana's  acreage  could 
fall  nearly  10  percent  from  last  year  due 
to  the  December  freeze.  U.S.  beet  sugar 
production  is  estimated  to  rise  nearly  9 
percent,  to  2.9  million  tons,  in  1984/85. 


Sugarbeet  area  for  harvest  is  estimated 
at  1.09  million  acres,  up  3.6  percent 
from  last  year. 

Strong  economic  growth  has  increased 
demand  for  sweetened  products  and  has 
slowed  down  the  long-term  decline  in 
sugar  production.  However,  widespread 
use  of  HFCS  in  beverages  has  brought 
overall  sugar  deliveries  down  3.4  percent 
from  the  first  half  of  1983.  Total  sugar 
use,  included  imported  blends  and  mix- 
tures, is  estimated  between  8.6  and  8.7 
million  tons  in  fiscal  1984,  down  approxi- 
mately 300,000  tons  in  fiscal  1983.  Total 
HFCS  consumption  in  calendar  1984  is 
estimated  at  4.3  million  tons,  dry  basis, 
up  700,000  tons  from  the  amount  con- 
sumed in  1983. 

SUGAR  IMPORT  FEE 

TO  REMAIN  UNCHANGED 

The  U.S.  import  fees  on  raw  and  re- 
fined sugar  will  remain  unchanged  at 
zero  and  one  cent  per  pound,  respective, 
for  the  first  quarter  of  fiscal  vear  1985, 
October  1  -  December  31,  1984.  The  im- 
port fee  is  reviewed  and  adjusted,  if 
necessary,  each  quarter  by  USDA.  The 
raw  sugar  import  fee  has  remained  at 
zero  since  late  1982. 

COUNTRY  SUGAR  QUOTA 
ALLOCATIONS   SET   FOR    1984  85 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block- 
has  announced  that  the  base  import 
quota  for  the  upcoming  1984  85  (Octo- 
ber-September) quota  year  will  be  2,552, 
000  short  tons,  raw  value,  including  2,000 
tons  of  "specialty"  sugar.  In  addition,  10 
other  countries  each  received  an  alloca- 
tion of  12,500  short  tons.  The  total  im- 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


JPU 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1933  CROP) 
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2500  acres  or  more 


District  Winners 
DISTRICT  I  -  Lafayette,    St.    Martin,    and   Vermillion  Parishes 


Group  Name 

1  No  winner 

2  No  winner 

3  Carl  Poche,  Jr. 

4  Chris  Latiolais 

5  Robert  P.  Albert 

6  No  winner 

7  No  winner 


Address 


Yield  (lbs. 


Acres 


St.  Martinville 

6185 

173 

Parks 

6739 

245 

St.  Martinville 

5748 

532 

DISTRICT  II  -  Iberia    and  St.    Mary    Parishes 

1  Leonard  Vaughn  New   Iberia 

2  A  &  S  Farms  -  Mark  Patout         Jeanerette 

3  Phillip  Rodriguez  Franklin 

4  Harold  Clements  Franklin 

5  Bayside  Plantation  Jeanerette 

6  Frank  Martin  Farms  Franklin 

7  Oaklawn  Sugar  Co.  Franklin 


DISTRICT  III  —  Assumption,    Lafourche,  and  Terrebonne  Parishes 


Tommy  Richard 
Simon  Landry 
Gerald  Hartman 
Acosta  Brothers 
Matherne  Brothers 
Valentine  Sugars 
South  Coast  Sugars 


Raceland 
Belle  Rose 
Lockport 

Thibodaux 
Thibodaux 
Lockport 
Raceland 


8409 

28 

7852 

67 

5274 

128 

7003 

277 

6840 

607 

6173 

1056 

5581 

3288 

ies 

6781 

32 

6134 

72 

7513 

198 

7281 

292 

7102 

563 

5905 

1249 

5291 

4450 

DISTRICT  IV  -  Ascension,  Iberville,  Point  Coupee,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  St.  John, 
and  West  Baton  Ron 20  Parishes 


1  Riverland  Farms 

2  Victor  Miano 

3  Caireand  Alice 

4  M.  Rodrigue  and  Sons 

5  M  &  R  Farm 

6  Blackberry  Farms 

7  No  winner 


Edgard 

Garyville 

St.  James 

Vacherie 

Vacherie 

Vacherie 


7395 

8 

7183 

92 

6790 

152 

6790 

354 

6583 

529 

5850 
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WORLD 

DOMESTIC 

SPOT 

SPOT 

#11 

#12 

RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  RY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 


SEPTEMBER,  1984 


DATE 

Saturday,  September  1  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  September  2  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  September  3  LABOR  DAY 

Tuesday,  September  4 4.26  21.79 

Wednesday,   September  5  4.30  21.75 

Thursday,  September  6  4.20  21.73 

Friday,  September  7  4.13  21.78 

Saturday,  September  8 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  September  9  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  September  10  4.14  21.78 

Tuesday,  September  11  4.23  21.81 

Wednesday,  September  12  NOT  QUOTED  21.84 

Thursday,  September  13  4.25  21.80 

Friday,  September  14  4.04  21.81 

Saturday,  September  15  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  September  16  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  September  17  NOT  QUOTED  21.73 

Tuesday,  September  18  3.73  21.69 

Wednesday,  September  19  3.75  21.75 

Thursday,  September  20  3.84  21.77 

Friday,  September  21  3.91  21.59 

Saturday,  September  22  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  September  23 NO  MARKET 

Monday,  September  24  3.88  21.50 

Tuesday,  September  25  3.90  21.59 

Wednesday,  September  26  4.00  21.46 

Thursday,  September  27 4.08  21.50 

Friday,  September  28  4.11  21.60 

Saturday,  September  29  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  September  30  NO  MARKET 

Monthly  Average  4.04  21.70 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 
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^^•iLJa^,:^^^     _■...  M.    Rodrigue    and    Sons,   Vacherie,   LA,    6790 

Blackberry  Farms,  Vacherie,  LA,  5850  pounds  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  354  acres.  From 

of  sugar  per  acre   on   1018   acres.   From   left,  left,   St.   James   County   Agent   Jimmy    Garrett 

Charles  and  Chuck  Gravois.  and  Harold  Rodrigue. 


i: :  i^^' 


Bayside  Plantation,  Jeanerette,  LA,  0840  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  007  acres.  From  left, 
Calvin  John  Louis,  Bayside  operator  Robert  Roane,  and  Melvin  Stevens. 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1933  CROP) 


Leonard  Vaughn,  New  Iberia,  LA,  8409  pounds       Tommy  Richard,  Raceland,  LA,  6781   pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  28  acres.  of  sugar  per  acre  on  32  acres. 


Carl  Poche,  Jr.,  St.  Martinville,  LA,  6185  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  173  acres.  From  left, 
Carl  Poche,  Jr.,  and  County  Agent  James  Devillier. 
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WITH  PCA.  I  HAVE  A 
PARTNER  WHO  REALLY 

KNOWS  MY  business: 


FOR  THE  CREDIT  YOU  DESERVE. 


Farmers  all  over  the  South  will  tell  you ...  the  people  at  PCA  are 
agribusiness  pros.  They're  experts  in  farm  financial  manage- 
ment who  are  here  to  help  you  keep  your  business  successful. 
They  understand  your  special  ups  and  downs.  And  they  gear  all 
their  programs  to  your  specific  needs.  Whether  it's  money  for  equip- 
ment, improved  facilities,  chemicals,  or  breeding  stock,  or  if  you're 
looking  for  credit  life  and  credit  disability  insurance,  point-of-sale 
credit  or  electronic  recordkeeping,  you  can  count  on  PCA.  There's 
an  office  near  you,  so  give  us  a  call . . .  for  the  credit  you  deserve. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

port  quota  for  1984/85  is  2,677,000  short 
itons,  raw  value.  This  is  equal  to  the  sum 
of  the  base  import  quota  of  2,550,000 
short  tons,  plus  the  specialty  import 
i quota  of  2,000,  plus  the  allocation  for 
"other  specified  countries  and  area"  of 
125,000. 

Also,  the  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
has  announced  country  allocation  for 
the  upcoming  year.  These  are  derived  by 
multiplying  each  country's  percentage 
allocation  time  the  base  import  quota 
(excluding  specialty  sugar),  less  10,000 
short  tons  off  the  top  to  make  a  retro- 
active adjustment  in  the  previous  allo- 
cation for  Malawi  that  was  set  too  low. 
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Mailing  List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


TRADE  MEASURES  MOVE 
THROUGH  CONGRESS 

The  Senate  approved  September  20  a 
wide-ranging  trade  bill  which  includes 
among  other  provisions,  a  renewal  of 
the  generalized  system  of  preferences 
IGSP)  for  10  years  which  grants  duty- 
free status  to  some  imports  from  develop- 
ing countries,  authorization  for  negotia- 
tion of  a  free  trade  agreement  with 
Israel,  and  a  provision  directing  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representatives  to  work  to  lower 
or  reduce  trade  barriers  to  the  domestic 
wine  industry.  The  bill  also  includes  a 
reciprocity  provision  strenghtening  U.S. 
powers  to  retaliate  against  countries  that 
refuse  to  negotiate  removal  of  barriers 
to  U.S.  exports.  On  October  3,  the  House 
of  Representatives  passed  a  trade  pack- 
age similar  to  the  Senate  measure  con- 
taining bills  extending  the  GSP,  negotiat- 
ing free  trade  with  Israel,  and  the  wine 
lonn'tv  provision.  Also  included  in  the 
package  is  a  bill  urging  the  President  to 
force  U.S.  steel  producers  to  modernize 
their  eauipment  in  return  for  anv  im- 
port restrictions  the  Administration  mav 
ne^oti^te, 

A  joint  Senate-House  conference  com- 
mittee will  meet  to  try  and  resolve  the 
differences  in  the  measures,  although 
with  only  a  few  days  left  before  Con- 
gress is  scheduled  to  adjourn  it  will  be 
difficult  to  get  a  conference  report  to 
the  floor  in  time  for  action. 


Name- 


Address. 


City- 


State- 


-Zip- 


Mail    to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,   LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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to  lock  out 
grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

Asutax 

herbicide 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  \n"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully. 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Harvest  Started  in  Mud 


Most  of  the  few  mills  which  started 
grinding  cane  Thursday,  October  18, 
began  grinding  mostly  unburned  and 
muddy  cane.  The  very  few  recovery 
figures  received  were  not  high  but  at 
least  two  factory  representatives  indi- 
cated this  was  because  of  the  high 
amount  of  mud  and  green  leaves  on 
the  cane.  Both  representatives  said  brix 
was  good  and  this  was  good  and  pre- 
dicted recoveries  would  be  much  better 
when  better   cane   could   be   delivered. 

On  the  date  of  this  writing,  Monday, 
October  22,  reports  show  most  other 
mills  will  be  starting  this  week.  One 
report  shows  one  mill  may  start  as  late 
as  November  1st. 

Cane  certainly  made  what  appeared 
to  be  very  good  growth  during  the  last 
three  weeks.  Many  growers  and  others 
in  research  and  in  the  L.S.U.  Extension 
Service,  have  made  this  statement.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  this  crop 
is  still  short  and  gaps  which  were  caused 
by  the  Christmastime  freeze  and  the  cool 
weather  in  the  spring  are  still  in  the 
field.  This  crop  cannot  be  one  of  the 
best.  The  very  few  reports  on  cane  yield 
of  cane  harvested,  though  not  high,  were 
not  very  low.  Mud,  trash,  and  grass  on 
gappy  cane  is  usually  worse  that  on 
good  cane.  At  least  one  grower  com- 
mented that  mud,  trash,  and  grass  were 
a  sizeable  portion  of  the  gross  weight, 
jand  the  low  recoverable  sugar  from  this 
cane  proved  this.  One  grower  reported 
a  yield  of  30  tons  in  good  second  stubble 
but  was  fast  to  say  trash  and  mud  made 
up  a  good  percentage  of  that  yield. 

According  to  Mr.  Bert  Beyt,  Manager, 
St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative,  the  mill  is 
receiving  the  worse  cane  in  15  years 
from  the  standpoint  of  mud,  trash  and 
[grass.  Mr.  Beyt  also  said  growers  are 
doing  everything  possible  to  deliver 
better  cane,  but  with  the  rain,  the  gappy 


cane,  and  grass,  it  is  impossible.  Even 
with  all  the  mud  received,  Mr.  Beyt 
indicated  the  newer  45  degree  feeder 
and  wash  table  using  plenty  of  wash 
water,  St.  Mary  is  able  to  handle  cane 
well. 

Commercial  recoverable  sugar  from 
the  few  loads  of  fairly  clean,  burned 
cane  was  much  higher  than  the  muddy, 
unburned  cane.  Mr.  Beyt  also  pointed 
out  clearly  the  value  of  the  cane 
sampler  in  muddy  situations  such  as  the 
one  now  being  experienced. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  newer  equip- 
ment such  as  the  45  degree  feeder  and 
wash  table  have  materially  improved  the 
industry's  ability  to  do  a  better  job  of 
handling  mud  and  trash  in  cane.  Growers 
are  certainly  aware  of  the  value  of  clean, 
fresh  cane.  There  is  no  longer  the  idea 
that  cane  cut,  burned,  and  left  in  the 
field  5  days  gives  a  greater  return.  All 
growers  today  know  fresh  cane  pays  off. 
There  is  very  little  old  cane  delivered 
to  mills  today. 

It  is  hoped  the  rains  will  stop  in  order 
that  growers  can  deliver  better  cane. 
It  is  also  hoped  that  processors  will  not 
put  off  the  start  of  grinding  too  long. 
In  spite  of  this  being  a  short  or  a  small 
crop,  freezes  have  been  known  to  do 
severe  damage  even  as  early  as  Novem- 
ber 3,  1966.  This  followed  Hurricane 
Betsy  in  1965  and  Hurricane  Hilda  in 
1964. 

NOTE:  Since  this  article  was  written, 
up  to  12  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  area 
of  Lafayette,  Jeanerette,  New  Iberia,  and 
St.  Martinville.  Several  mills  in  that  area 
delayed  the  start  of  grinding  due  to  the 
flooded  conditions. 

It  is  not  known  at  this  time  how  much 
damage  the  cane  crop  received  from  the 
flooding. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


AGRICULTURE  APPROPRIATIONS 
INCLUDED  IN  OMNIBUS  BILL 

Agriculture  appropriations  for  fiscal 
year  1985  were  included  in  a  continuing 
resolution,  an  omnibus  measure  cover- 
ing funding  for  all  government  depart- 
ments and  agencies  for  which  a  regular 
appropriations  bill  had  not  been  ap- 
proved by  Congress.  Spending  for  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  related 
agencies  was  set  at  a  level  of  $34.5 
billion  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  a 
joint  Senate-House  conference  committee 
on  September  19.  Included  in  the  bill 
is  funding  for  research  conducted  at 
the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Laboratory  at 
Houma,  Louisiana.  The  continuing  re- 
solution has  been  sent  to  the  White 
House  to  be  signed  by  President  Reagan. 


TRADE  MEASURE  APPROVED 
BY  CONGRESS 

Prior  to  adjournment  on  October  12, 
Congress  passed  and  sent  to  the  White 
House  a  wide-ranging  trade  measure. 
Among  the  provisions  included  in  the 
bill  are  the  following:  (1)  authorization 
for  the  Administration  to  negotiate  free 
trade  zone  with  Israel;  (2)  extension  of 
the  generalized  system  of  preferences 
(GSP)  for  8V2  years  which  allows  cer- 
tain exports  from  some  developing  coun- 
tries to  enter  the  U.S.  duty-free;  (3) 
authorization  of  negotiations  to  reduce 
or  remove  trade  barriers  against  high 
technology  products  and  trade  in  ser- 
vices and  investments  abroad;  (4)  a 
wine  "equity"'  provision  asking,  but  not 
requiring,  the  Administration  to  remove 


or  reduce  trade  barriers  to  U.S.  wine 
trade;  (5)  instructs  the  Administration 
to  negotiate  voluntary  copper  import 
reductions  with  major  foreign  copper 
producers;  and,  (6)  steel  provisions  giv- 
ing the  President  authority  to  enforce 
the  voluntary  restraints  on  steel  imports 
recommended  by  him  on  September  18. 
This  legislation  also  is  awaiting  the  Presi- 
dent's signature. 


CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USDA  released  its  October  Crop  Pro- 
duction Report  forecasting  1984  sugar 
cane  production  at  26.9  million  tons,  1 
percent  above  the  September  level  but 
5  percent  below  the  1983  crop.  The  in- 
crease from  September  followed  an  im- 
proved outlook  in  Florida.  Sugarbeet 
production  is  forecast  at  22.2  million 
tons,  down  2  percent  from  the  Septem- 
ber estimate  but  up  6  percent  from  last 
year's  production. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW   IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sin  bar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES 

1 
i! 
by  Dr.  Charley  Richard  and  Windell  Jackson 

1985  BUS  TRIP  -  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is   sponsoring   a  bus   trip.   In 
February   of  next   year  we  plan   to   visit  Washington,  D.C.  During  1985,  debate  i 
on  the  Farm  Bill  will  get  underway  and  our  visit  would  be  a  good  time  for  you  i 
to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's  Capitol.  We  hope  to  meet  with  our  Congress- 
men and  perhaps  visit  with  them  in  their  offices. 

During  the  same  week  that  we  will  be  in  Washington,  the  American  Sugar 
Beet  Growers  Association  will  be  having  their  annual  meeting.  They  are  our  allies 
in  the  sugar  business  but  because  of  the  distance  between  our  two  industries, 
most  growers  and  processors  have  had  little  contact  with  the  beet  people.  This 
trip  will  present  an  occasion  for  us  to  meet  these  growers  and  become  better 
friends. 

While  in  Washington,  our  motel  will  be  close  to  the  White  House,  the 
Capitol,  the  Mall  and  the  Museums  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  We  will  have 
organized  tours  of  the  major  buildings  and  sites  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  will 
allow  time  for  touring  of  museums   on  your  own. 

We  plan  to  leave  on  Monday,  February  18,  1985,  at  8:00  am  from  New 
Orleans  and  return  on  Monday,  February  25,  at  5:00  pm.  This  will  put  us  on  the 
road  during  Mardi  Gras  week.  We  have  planned  stops  for  Church  Services  on 
Ash  Wednesday   and   the   following   Sunday. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  $430.  This  price  includes  all  bus  transportation, 
all  motel  costs  (2  men  per  room),  and  all  refreshments  while  on  the  bus.  The 
price  does  not  include  meals.  The  price  is  a  little  more  than  what  the  previous 
trips  have  cost,  but  this  trip  is  a  little  further,  one  day  longer,  and  to.  a  more 
expensive   part   of   the   country. 

We  have  again  attempted  to  put  an  inexpensive  and  yet  informative,  useful 
and  entertaining  trip  together.  We  believe  that  this  trip  will  prove  to  be  just  that. 
In  order  to  save  your  seat  on  the  bus  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail 
it  along  with  your  check  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as  possible.  We  need  to 
begin  securing  motel  rooms  and  so  we  need  a  head  count  as  soon  as  possible. 
There  will  be  more  information  about  the  trip  in  upcoming  issues  of  THE 
BULLETIN.  If  you  are  interested  and  want  to  reserve  a  seat,  please  send  in 
your  form  and  check  now. 

Mail  to:     American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitnev  Bldg. 
New  Orleans,  LA     70130 

I 1 

•                                 Yes,  I  would  like  to  participate  in  the  bus  trip  to  , 

Washington,  D.C.  in  1985 

'                                             Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $430.  ' 

I  I 

NAME  . 

ADDRESS 
I  I 

CITY 

PHONE  (  ) 
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If  you  want  more  sugar,  demand  the 
proven  control  of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower 
use  confirms  it. 

When  it  comes  to  protecting  your 
cane  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better  than 
SENCOR  herbicide  and  GUTHION 
insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  dependable 
control  of  grass  weeds  like  foxtails, 
crabgrass  and  seedling  johnsongrass. 
And  outstanding  control  of  broadleaf 
weeds  like  spiny  amaranth,  field  bind- 
weed, chickweed  and  curly  dock. 

All  without  injuring  your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides  fast  knockdown 
and  control  of  sugarcane  borer. 


And  both  offer  you  application  flexi- 
bility, at  a  price  that  makes  sense.  This 
year,  don't  make  a  compromise.  Make 
more  sugar,  with  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8322 


(^ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


Chris  Latiolais,,  Parks,  LA,  6739  pounds  of  sugar   per   acre   on   245   acres.   From  left,   Chris   and 
Marlene  Latiolais. 


Gerald   Harlman,  Lockport,  LA,  7513  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  198  acres.  From  left.  County 
Agent    DaltOD    Landry,    Gerald    Hartman,    and    Michael   Ilartman. 
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1934  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


A&S  Farms,  Jeanerette,  LA,  7852  pounds  of  Riverland  Farms,  Edgard,  LA,  7395  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  67  acres.  From  left  are  Mark  sugar  per  acre  on  8  acres.  Pictured  is  David 
Patout  and  Iberia  County  Agent  James  Abadie.       Rodrigue. 


Harold  Clements,  Franklin,  LA,  7003  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  277  acres.  From  left,  Lynn 
Simon,    St.    Mary   County   Agent,   and   Harold    Clements. 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


Simon  Landry,  Belle  Rose,  LA,  6134  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  72  acres.  From  left,  Michael 
Gaudet  (ASCS),  Simon  Landry,  and  Assumption  County  Agent  Arthur  Bergeron. 


Robert  P.  Albert,  St.  Martin ville,  LA,  5748  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  532  acres.   From  left 
Robert    Albert    and    St.    Martin    County    Agent    James  Dcvillier. 
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1934  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


Victor  Miano,  Garyville,  LA,  7183  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  92  acres. 


^PPfPS  ^  '■$  fSj^jlfi;  ff*'*ii*  * .',;.-...  - ,/  ■I^^P 


&-'      It 

South  Coast  Sugars,  Raceland,  LA,  5291  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  4450  acres.  From  left, 
Lafourche  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry;  William  Caldwell,  overseer;  Norris  Matherne,  General 
Field  Manager  Robert  Gauteaux,  overseer;  Harris  LeBlanc,  field  manager;  and  Danny  Broussard, 
field  manager. 
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When  all  you  want  to  raise  is  ca 

FENATROL®  stops  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds  before  they  get  a  chance 
to  start. 

Tough,  troublesome  grasses  like  seedling  johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  foxtai: 
barnyardgrass,  even  brown  top  panicum. 

iigglory  dock,  chickweed,  henbit.  Nine  major  broadleaves  in  all. 
iese  greedy  pests,  sugarcane  gets  all  the  water,  nutrients  and 
^s  to  produce  more  profit  for  you. 
use  a  tankmix  of  FENATROL  herbicide  and  Sinbar®  i 
ltrol  of  a  wide  spectrum  of  weeds,  including  brown  tc 


:ENATROL  is  a  regis 


teSd^  L.ui.lan.  State  Oniv.r.it,  Lihr; 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Cane  Tonnage  Better  -  Sugar  Lower 


The  month  of  October  smiled  on  the 
sugar  cane  crop  from  a  growth  stand- 
point. By  comparing  stalk  lengths  of 
cane  from  Polado  treated  cane  and  un- 
treated cane  in  the  same  general  area 
and  of  the  same  age  and  variety,  it  is 
clear  cane  grew  at  least  15  inches  during 
October.  It  was  actually  hot  during  most 
of  the  month  and  rainfall  was  certainly 
adequate. 

Although  most  mills  started  grinding 
operations  much  later  than  normal,  mud, 

i  rain,  and  trash  plagued  most  factories 
for  the  first  eight  to  ten  days.  Coupled 
with  this  was  a  crop  which  had  a 
late  fast  growth  during  all  of  October 

;  which  reduced  sugar  in  the  cane.  In 
addition  to  this,  a  good  portion  of  the 
crop  had  gone  down  from  heavy  rains 
or  wind  or  both  near  the  beginning  of 
grinding.  During  the  time  lodged  cane 

I  is  turning  its  tops  upward,  maturity  is 
delayed.     There   is    usually    a    drop    in 

j  sugar  almost  immediately  following 
lodging  of  cane. 

Most  growers  tried  to  deliver  mostly 
second  stubble  cane  during  the  first 
j  week  of  grinding  but,  in  many  cases, 
some  better  quality  cane  was  delivered 
early.  Gappy  cane  contained  grass  which 
certainly  increased  the  trash  and  mud 
delivered. 

Sugar  recoveries  are  still  not  high  on 
this  date,  November  7.  Most  factories 
are  below  160  pounds  in  commercial 
recoverable  sugar  per  gross  ton.  There 
are  at  least  two  factories  which  are  above 
173  pounds  C.R.S.  With  cold  weather 
and  dry  fields,  C.R.S.  will  improve. 


On  the  good  side,  most  growers  are 
generally  reporting  better  yields  of  cane 
per  acre  than  was  earlier  estimated.  The 
exception  to  this  should  be  in  the  West 
Baton  Rouge  and  Pointe  Coupee  area 
where  the  Christmastime  freeze  greatly 
damaged  stands  of  cane.  However,  a 
report  from  Glenn  Timmons  of  Cinclare 
Factory  near  Port  Allen,  La.  show  106 
acres  of  administration  second  stubble 
cane  of  the  variety  C.P.  72-356  yielded 
23  tons  per  acre.  It  is  hard  to  believe 
many  growers  in  that  area  will  have 
high  cane  yields  this  year.  Damages  from 
the  Christmas  holiday  freeze  were  too 
severe. 

One  other  high  yield  report  just  in 
from  a  large  acreage  grower  in  the 
Loreauville  area  shows  74  acres  of  gappy 
stubble  cane  having  an  average  yield 
of  25  tons  per  acre,  but  C.R.S.  from  this 
cane  is  a  very  low  140  pounds.  A  large 
number  of  growers  from  almost  all  areas 
have  given  better  than  expected  cane 
yield  reports  to  this  writer. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


NOVEMBER  15,  1984 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


1984  ELECTION  RESULTS 

Elections  held  on  November  6  re- 
sulted in  a  net  gain  of  two  seats  for 
the  Democrats  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  although  the  Republicans  retain 
control  with  a  53  to  47  majority.  The 
Democrats  picked  up  seats  in  Illinois 
with  Representative  Paul  Simon  (D) 
defeating  Senator  Charles  Percy  (R), 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,  and  Rep.  Albert  Gore,  Jr. 
(D)  winning  the  seat  of  retiring  Senator 
Howard  Baker  (R). 

On  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 
all  of  the  incumbents  up  for  reelection 
retained  their  seats  with  two  exceptions 
—Senator  Roger  Jepsen  (RTA)  was  de- 
feated by  Rep.  Tom  Harkin  (D)  and 
Senator  Walter  D.  Huddleston  (D-KY), 
Ranking  Minority  member,  lost  to  Mitch 
McConnell  (R).  Incumbent  Committee 
members  reelected  were  Senator  Jesse 
Helms  (R-NC),  Chairman,  Thad  Coch- 
ran (R-MS),  Rudy  Boschwitz  (R-MN), 
David  Prvor  (D-AK),  David  Boren  (D- 
OK),  and  Howell  Heflin   (D-AL). 

In  other  open  seats,  Rep.  Phil  Gramm 
( D-TX )  won  the  seat  of  retiring  Senator 
John  Tower  (R),  Jay  Rockfeller  (D-W. 
VA)  for  retiring  Senator  Jennings  Ran- 
dolph (D),  and  Lt.  Gov.  John  Kerry 
(D)  for  retiring  Senator  Paul  Tsongas 
(D).  All  remaining  incumbents  up  for 
reelection   retained   their  seats. 

In  the  I  louse  of  Representatives,  some 
races  were  still  too  close  to  declare  a 
winner,  but  it  appears  the  Republicans 
will  pick  up  approximately  17  seats,  al- 
though the  Democrats  will  retain  a  ma- 
jority in  (lie  House.  All  members  of  the* 


House  Agriculture  Committee  were  re- 
elected with  the  exception  of  George 
Hansen  (RTdaho),  who  was  running 
slightly  behind  his  opponent.  In  other 
races,  Democratic  incumbents  losing 
their  bids  for  reelection  include:  James 
McNulty  (AZ),  William  Ratchford  (C- 
T),  Frank  McCloskey  (Ind.),  Clarence 
Long  (MD),  Joseph' Minish  (NJ),  Ike 
Andrews,  Robin  Britt  and  James  Clarke, 
all  of  North  Carolina,  and  Jack  High- 
tower,  Bill  Patman  and  Tom  Vander- 
griff,  all  of  Texas.  Additional  Republi- 
can gains  in  the  House  came  as  a  result 
of  winning  open  seats  where  there  were 
no  incumbents  running. 

Both  parties  in  Congress  will  be  meet- 
ing within  the  next  several  weeks  to 
select  their  leadership  positions  and  to 
reorganize  the  committees. 

COKE  &  PEPSI  TO  ALLOW 

BOTTLERS  TO  USE 

100%  CORN  SWEETENERS 

The  Pepsi  and  Coca-Cola  Companies 
have  announced  they  will  raise  to  100% 
the  amount  of  corn  sweeteners  they  will 
allow  their  bottlers  to  use  as  sweetener 
in  their  cola  drinks.  This  will  mean  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  corn  sweet- 
eners used  by  the  companies  of  about 
50%  or  3.5  billion  pounds  annually.  Pepsi 
had  allowed  their  bottlers  to  use  50% 
fructose  and  Coke  75%.  Analysts  pre- 
dict this  move  could  decrease  U.S.  sugar 
demand  by  600,000  to  700,000  tons  a 
year  or  aoproximately  7.5  to  8.75%  of  the 
estimated  1984  consumption  of  8  million 
tons. 

( Continued  on  page  7) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  Sinbar  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard  and  Windell  Jackson 

1985  BUS  TRIP  -  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  sponsoring  a  bus  trip.  In 
February  of  next  year  we  plan  to  visit  Washington,  D.C.  During  1985,  debate 
on  the  Farm  Bill  will  get  underway  and  our  visit  would  be  a  good  time  for  you 
to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's  Capitol.  We  hope  to  meet  with  our  Congress- 
men and  perhaps  visit  with  them  in  their  offices. 

During  the  same  week  that  we  will  be  in  Washington,  the  American  Sugar 
Beet  Growers  Association  will  be  having  their  annual  meeting.  They  are  our  allies 
in  the  sugar  business  but  because  of  the  distance  between  our  two  industries, 
most  growers  and  processors  have  had  little  contact  with  the  beet  people.  This 
trip  will  present  an  occasion  for  us  to  meet  these  growers  and  become  better 
friends. 

While  in  Washington,  our  motel  will  be  close  to  the  White  House,  the 
Capitol,  the  Mall  and  the  Museums  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  We  will  have 
organized  tours  of  the  major  buildings  and  sites  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  will 
allow  time  for  touring  of  museums  on  your  own. 

We  plan  to  leave  on  Monday,  February  18,  1985,  at  8:00  am  from  New 
Orleans  and  return  on  Monday,  February  25,  at  5:00  pm.  This  will  put  us  on  the 
road  during  Mardi  Gras  week.  We  have  planned  stops  for  Church  Services  on 
Ash  Wednesday   and   the   following   Sunday. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  $430.  This  price  includes  all  bus  transportation, 
all  motel  costs  (2  men  per  room),  and  all  refreshments  while  on  the  bus.  The 
price  does  not  include  meals.  The  price  is  a  little  more  than  what  the  previous 
trips  have  cost,  but  this  trip  is  a  little  further,  one  day  longer,  and  to  a  more 
expensive   part   of   the   country. 

We  have  again  attempted  to  put  an  inexpensive  and  yet  informative,  useful 
and  entertaining  trip  together.  We  believe  that  this  trip  will  prove  to  be  just  that. 
In  order  to  save  your  seat  on  the  bus  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail 
it  along  with  your  check  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as  possible.  We  need  to 
begin  securing  motel  rooms  and  so  we  need  a  head  count  as  soon  as  possible. 
There  will  be  more  information  about  the  trip  in  upcoming  issues  of  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  If  you  are  interested  and  want  to  reserve  a  seat,  please  send 
in  your  form  and  check  now. 

Mail  to:     American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitnev  Bldg. 
New  Orleans,  LA     70130 

I 1 

Yes,  I  would  like  to  participate  in  the  bus  trip  to  j 

Washington,  D.C.  in  1985 
Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $430. 


NAME  .. 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
PHONE      ( 
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PROPANE? 


VE      GOT      IT  ! 


You  can  rely  on  Cropmate  for  all  your  LP-gas  needs.  And  we  offer  energy-saving 
LP-gas  equipment  to  meet  your  farm,  city,  industrial,  and  recreational  needs,  too. 

Come  to  us  for  a  full  line  of  home  heaters,  industrial  space  heaters,  gas  ranges, 
outdoor  grills,  and  gas  ranges  and  ovens.  We  have  electric  bug  killers,  too. 

Propane  is  your  most  efficient  energy  choice.  Call  us  for  prompt  delivery  for  all 
your  LP-gas  needs,  and  come  in  and  see  all  we  have  to  offer. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  28 

THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 

504/447-4081 


One  hard  workin'  partner. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  228 

JEANERETTE,  LA  70544 

318/276-5051 


Cropmate 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  519 

NEW  ROADS,  LA    70760 

504/638-6343 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE    (continued  from  page  4) 


ASPARTAME  UPDATE 

Pepsi-Cola  announced  they  will  drop 
saccharin  from  their  diet  soft  drinks  and 
begin  sweetening  their  products  entirely 
with  aspartame.  Coca-Cola  Company 
and  Seven-up  said  they  were  evaluating 
the  situation.  For  the  past  year,  the 
major  soft  drink  companies  have  been 
sweetening  their  diet  drinks  with  a  blend 
of  aspartame  and  saccharin.  Although 
aspartame  is  several  times  more  expen- 
sive than  saccharin  or  sugar,  Pepsi  said 
they  will  not  raise  their  prices  to  reflect 
the  new  ingredient. 

In  a  related  matter,  a  newly-completed 
review  of  aspartame  by  the  federal 
Center  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  has 
found  no  evidence  of  "serious  wide- 
spread adverse  health  consequences" 
among  those  who  consumed  the  sweet- 
ener in  diet  soft  drinks  and  other  pro- 
ducts. However,  CDC  scientists  did 
suggest  in  its   report  to  the  Food   and 


Drug  Administration  that  more  carefully 
controlled  clinical  studies  would  need  to 
be  conducted.  The  four-month  CDC 
study  looked  at  complaints  by  con- 
sumers, many  of  whom  reported  more 
than  one  symptom,  but  it  found  no  par- 
ticular pattern.  Two-thirds  of  the  com- 
plaints involved  nervous  system  or  be- 
havioral problems  such  as  headaches, 
dizziness  and  mood  changes.  One-fourth 
reported  gastrointestinal  symptoms,  and 
15  percent  reported  allergic-type  re- 
actions. The  Community  Nutrition  In- 
stitute which  had  challenged  FDA's 
approval  of  the  sweetener,  will  again  ask 
the  FDA  to  withdraw  aspartame  from 
the  market  "based  on  CDC's  finding 
that  it  cannot  rule  out  sensitivity  to  the 
substance  for  some  people/'  FDA  Com- 
missioner Frank  Young  said  that  "at  this 
point  it  looks  as  if  it's  safe.  We're  going 
to  continue  to  monitor  it.  But  we  didn't 
pick  up  anything  that  would  change  the 
original  opinion." 
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RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

OCTOBER,  1984 


WORLD  DOMESTIC 

DATE  SPOT  SPOT 


#11  #12 


Monday,  October  1  4.15  21.60 

Tuesday,  October  2  _.  4.48  21.69 

Wednesday,  October  3 4.64  21.75 

Thursday,  October  4  4.57  21.69 

Friday,  October  5 4.68  21.60 

Saturday,  October  6 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  October  7 NO  MARKET 

Monday,  October  8  4.77  21.48 

Tuesday,  October  9  4.87  21.62 

Wednesday,  October  10  4.77  21.66 

Thursday,  October  11  4.72  21.57 

Friday,  October  12 4.67  21.53 

Saturday,  October  13  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  October  14 NO  MARKET 

Monday,  October  15  4.92  21.49 

Tuesday,  October  16  4.82  21.46 

Wednesday,  October  17  4.83  21.50 

Thursday,  October  18  4.81  21.49 

Friday,  October  19  _  4.83  21.51 

Saturday,  October  20  _.  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  October  21  _  .  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  October  22  _..  4.52  21.48 

Tuesday,  October  23  4.58  21.57 

Wednesday,  October  24  _  4.56  21.56 

Thursday,  October  25  ..  NOT  QUOTED  21.48 

Friday,  October  26  4.50  21.46 


Saturday,  October  27 
Sunday,  October  28 

NO 
NO 

MARKET 
MARKET 

Monday,  October  29 

4.48 
4.64 

4.6S 

21.50 

Tuesday,  October  30 
Wednesday,  October  31 

21.57 
21.49 

Monthly  Average 

4.66 

21.55 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


Valentine  Sugars,  Lockport,  LA,   5905  pounds    of    sugar    per    acre    on    1249    acres.    From   left 
Landry   Boudreaux,    Anthony    (Lou)    Allemand,    and  Teddy   Lococo. 


■y>> 


Acosta   Brothers,   Thibodaux    LA,   7281   pounds   of   sugar  per   acre   on   292    acres.    From    Left 
Lafourche  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry,  Percy,  Bobby  and  Manuel  Acosta. 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 


Caire  and  Allee,  St.  James,  LA,  6790  pounds  of   sugar  per  acre   on    152    acres.   From   left,   Lee 
Allee  and   St.   James   County  Agent   Jimmy  Garrett. 


M&R  Farm,  Vacherie,  LA,  6583  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  529  acres.  From  left,  Anthony 
Aucoin,  Buddy  Morvant,  C.  L.  Morvant,  Sr.,  St.  James  County  Agent  Jimmy  Garrett,  and 
Mike  Aucoin. 
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1984  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1983  CROP) 
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Oaklawn  Sugar  Co.,  Franklin,  LA,  5581  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  3288  acres.  From  left 
(front  row),  Frank  Verret,  Edward  Chauvin,  Pat  Accardo,  and  Roland  Dias.  (Back  row)  Virgil 
Stuckey,  Michael  Gremillion,  Harold  Poche,  and  Ralph  Bergeron. 
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to  lock  out 

grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

Asukxx 


herbicide 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully. 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH  ^ 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


The  Crop  -  Yield  of  Cane  -  Legislative  Tour 


Many  growers  along  the  Mississippi 
River  from  Donaldsonville  downstream 
and  growers  along  Bayou  Lafourche 
have  reported  cane  yields  are  better  than 
earlier  predicted  and  some  very  few  also 
report  yields  of  cane  will  be  fairly  close 
to  the  last  crop.  According  to  Mr.  Win- 
dell  Jackson,  Agronomist  with  the  Lea- 
gue, this  is  not  true  in  the  Teche  area. 
Yields  of  cane  per  acre  are  certainly 
not  good  in  the  West  Baton  Rouge  and 
Pointe  Coupee  area.  It  now  appears 
that  Louisiana  will  produce  about  80 
percent  as  much  cane  and  about  75  per- 
cent as  much  sugar  as  was  produced 
last  year.  It  is  also  true  that  it  is  and 
has  been  impossible  to  predict  with  any 
great  degree  of  accuracy  the  amount  of 
sugar  to  be  produced  until  the  last  few 
days  of  grinding. 

During  the  first  few  days  of  October, 
before  grinding  began,  sucrose  in  cane 
looked  good.  Rains  and  warm  weather 
during  most  of  October  caused  cane  to 
grow  and  reduced  sucrose.  Lodged  cane 
also  lowered  sucrose.  Mud  and  trash  at 
the  start  of  grinding  was  high.  All  of  this 
leads  to  low  sugar  per  ton  of  gross  cane 
ground.  This  lasted  for  at  least  two  weeks 
following  the  start  of  grinding.  Cook  dry 
weather  finally  arrived  and  most  mills  are 
now  doing  well  on  this  date,  November 
21.  Manv  mills  are  now  recovering  more 
than  190  lbs.  of  sugar  per  ton  on  the 
dairy  report.  Some  few  have  had  several 
days  above  200  lbs.  of  sugar  per  ton. 

If  good  stands  of  planted  cane,  at  this 
time,  mean  a  good  crop  for  next  year. 


then  there  will  be  one.  Growers  did  an 
excellent  job  of  getting  land  prepared 
in  spite  of  the  weather.  Growers  have  no 
doubt  learned  that  to  make  a  good  crop 
of  cane  there  is  nothing  more  important 
than  having  a  stand  of  cane.  Stands  now 
are  excellent. 

The  League  put  together  a  tour  of  a 
cane  field  and  a  factory  for  a  number 
of  State  Legislators  on  November  19. 
From  the  House  of  Representatives  were 
Messrs.  Francis  Thompson,  Delhi,  Chair- 
man of  the  Agriculture  Committee;  Julius 
Blout,  Walker;  LaLa  Lalonde,  Sunset; 
Donald  Ray  Kennard,  Baton  Rouge; 
Weldon  Russell,  Amite;  Danny  Lemoine, 
Ville  Platte;  Mike  Tinnerello,  Winnfield; 
and  Frank  Patti  of  Belle  Chasse.  From 
the  State  Senate  were  Mr.  Joe  Sevario  of 
Prairieville,  and  Mr.  Bryan  Poston  of 
Hornbeck. 

The  group  visited  with  Mr.  Andrew 
Gay  on  St.  Louis  Plantation  in  Plaque- 
mine,  La.  Mr.  Gay  did  an  excellent  job 
telling  and  showing  the  group  what  goes 
on  on  a  sugar  cane  farm.  Following  the 
field  tour,  the  group  visited  the  Cora- 
Texas  cane  factory  at  White  Castle.  La. 
Mr.  Mel  Schudmak,  Mr.  Buck  Kessler, 
and  Mr.  John  (Skeeter)  Engolio  of  Cora 
did  an  excellent  job  of  showing  the 
group  through  the  factory  and  all  left 
with  a  generous  sample  of  raw  sugar.  Mr. 
Tom  Warner  of  the  League  did  an  ex- 
cellent job  in  arranging  the  tour.  Also, 
along  on  the  tour  were  Mr.  JohnThibaut, 
President  of  the  League,  Mr.  Charles 
Hodson,  Manager  of  the  League,  and 
the  writer. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


RULING  ISSUED  ON 
BLENDED  IMPORTS 

The  U.S.  Customs  Service  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Foreign  Agriculture  Serv- 
ice at  USDA  issued  an  "administrative 
directive"  limiting  imports  of  sugar 
blends  consisting  of  ingredients  "co- 
mingled"  with  the  intent  to  circumvent 
the  U.S.  sugar  import  quota.  Qualifica- 
tions for  denial  do  not  necessarily  de- 
pend on  the  sugar  content  of  the  blend, 
but  also  on  whether  the  blend  is  of  in- 
gredients which  are  easily  separated  or 
sifted  out  for  further  use.  Until  this 
directive,  blends  of  65  percent  (or  less) 
sugar  were  exempted  from  the  quota. 
Blends  which  are  considered  a  legitimate 
sugar  product  will  be  allowed  entry  into 
the  U.S. 

According  to  a  report  inDYERGRAM, 
a  newsletter  published  by  B.W.  Dyer  & 
Company,  the  internal  communication 
was  issued  via  telex  apparently  to  all 
district  directors,  area  directors  and  port 
directors  of  the  U.S.  Customs  Service, 
by  the  Director  of  Customs'  Classifica- 
tion and  Value  Division.  A  public  ruling 
has  not  yet  been  issued,  although  some 
kind  of  ruling  on  blends  was  expected  to 
be  made  after  the  November  elections. 

RLOCK  SAYS  HE  WILL  CONTINUE 

Reportedly,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
John  Block  told  a  meeting  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  National  Corn 
Growers'  Association  that  he  had  met 
with  President  Reagan  and  agreed  to 
continue  in  his  present  position  during 
the  President's  second  term.  In  a  re- 
lated development,  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Economics  Bill  Lesher  announced 
that  he  had  submitted  his  resignation.  He 
said  he  had  no  immediate  plans,  but 
felt  it  was  time  for  a  change.  He  had 
been  mentioned  as  a  possible  successor 
for  the  positions  held  by  Deputy  Secre- 


tary Dick  Lyng  who  earlier  this  year 
announced  his  intentions  to  leave.  In  a 
later  interview  with  Commodity  News 
Service,  Lesher  refused  to  say  if  Secre- 
tary Block  had  discussed  deputy  secre- 
tary position  with  him.  He  would  not  rule 
out  possibility  of  staying  on  at  USDA 
in  that  position,  but  said  chances  are 
high  he  will  not.  Lesher  said  details  of 
several  farm  bill  options  should  be  ready 
for  the  White  House  in  two  or  three 
weeks,  with  the  final  version  ready  for 
Congress  by  January. 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  CHAIRMANSHIP 
IN  QUESTION 

The  chairmanship  of  the  Senate  Agri- 
culture Committee  is  in  question  follow- 
ing the  results  of  the  November  6  elec- 
tions. The  outcome  depends  a  great  deal 
on  two  factors:  (1)  whether  Senator 
Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  retains  the  chair- 
manship of  the  Committee  or  takes  over 
the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  which 
he  is  next  in  line  for  following;  the  defeat 
of  Senator  Charles  Percy  (R-I1L);  and 
(2)  who  is  elected  to  succeed  Senator 
Howard  Baker  (R-Tenn.)  as  Majority 
Leader.  If  Helms  should  decide  to  move 
to  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee, 
Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R-Ind.)  would 
be  next  in  line  for  Agriculture.  However, 
Lugar  is  running  for  Majority  Leader 
which  if  he  should  win  that  position, 
the  chairmanship  would  pass  to  Senator 
Thad  Cochran  (R-Miss.).  On  November 
15  Senator  Helms  reaffirmed  previous 
statements  that  he  "intends"  to  remain  as 
chairman  of  the  Agriculture  Committee. 
He  is,  however,  under  pressure  from 
many  of  his  conservative  supporters  to 
take  the  Foreign  Relations  post.  Most 
of  all  this  will  be  determined  on  Novem- 
ber 28  when  the  Republicans  are  sche- 
duled to  caucus. 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  DuPont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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If  you  want  more  sugar,  demand  the 
proven  control  off  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower 
use  confirms  it. 

When  it  comes  to  protecting  your 
cane  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better  than 
SENCOR  herbicide  and  GUTHION 
insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  dependable 
control  of  grass  weeds  like  foxtails, 
crabgrass  and  seedling  johnsongrass. 
And  outstanding  control  of  broadleaf 
weeds  like  spiny  amaranth,  field  bind- 
weed, chickweed  and  curly  dock. 

All  without  injuring  your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides  fast  knockdown 
and  control  of  sugarcane  borer. 


And  both  offer  you  application  flexi- 
bility, at  a  price  that  makes  sense.  This 
year,  don't  make  a  compromise.  Make 
more  sugar,  with  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company 

of  Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8322 


(^ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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1984  MODEL  SRI    CANi   HARVESTER 
NOW  AVAILABLE  FOR  SINGLE  AND  DOUBLE  ROW  CANE  HARVESTERS: 
SHREDDER  AND  ALL  SCROLL  FRONT  END 

NOTE:      ASK   ABOUT  SMC's  ALL  NEW  TWO-ROW 
HARVESTER  CONCEPT  WITH  THE   FOLLOWING   FEATURES: 

1  -  CANE    TOP    SHREDDER 

2  -  ALL    SCROLL    FRONT    END 

3  -  SINGLE    PILING    ARM 

4  -  CAPABLE    OF    CUTTING    SINGLE    ROWS    AND 

MAKING  6  ROW   HEAPS 

(PATENT   PENDING) 

SUGAR  MACHINERY  CORPORATION 

P.   O.    BOX   771  JEANERETTE,    LOUISIANA    70544  U.S.A. 

U.  S.    HWY.   90  WEST 
TELEPHONE   318/276-3663  •  CABLE   -  W.  U.   SUMACO 
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IN  THE  FELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Crop  —  Washington  Visitors 


On  this  date,  December  5,  1984, 
growers  are  harvesting  unburned  cane 
in  muddy  fields.  Recoveries  of  sugar 
per  ton  will  be  lowered.  More  rainfall 
is  predicted  for  the  next  several  days. 
This  is  early  in  December  for  these 
muddy  conditions.  This  type  weather 
can  usually  be  expected  about  December 
20  through  January  1,  1985.  Present  ex- 
pectations on  cane  and  sugar  to  be 
produced  from  this  crop  as  compared 
to  the  1983  crop  are  holding  at  about  80 
percent  as  much  cane  and  75  percent 
as  much  sugar  as  was  produced  in  1983. 
This  is  5  percent  more  cane  than  this 
writer  predicted  on  the  last  day  of 
September.  The  whole  month  of  October 
was  hot  and  moisture  was  adequate 
and  cane  grew  well  for  the  full  month. 
In  1962,  the  last  year  of  a  similar  freeze 
as  occurred  at  Christmastime  last  year, 
Louisiana  produced  472,000  tons  of  su- 
gar, raw  value.  The  writer  now  predicts 
about  450,000  tons  of  sugar  from  this 
crop.  Louisiana  had  253,000  acres  for 
sugar  in  1962  and  approximately  210,000 
acres  for  sugar  for  this  crop.  In  1962 
Louisiana  produced  an  average  3,731 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre.  If  the  estimate 
made  in  this  writing  is  correct,  this  crop 
will  average  4,286  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  or  an  increase  of  about  15  percent 
more  sugar  per  acre  than  was  produced 
in  1962. 

The  League  is  continuing  to  invite  and 
show  U.S.  Congressmen  and  Senators 
around  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  On 
December  7,  U.S.  Congressmen  Ray 
McGrath  of  New  York,  Mike  Oxley  of 
Ohio,  Larry  Combest  of  Texas,  Jerry 
Lewis  of  California,  and  U.S.  Congress- 
woman  Lynn  Martin  of  Illinois  will  be 
taken  on  a  tour  of  the  industry.  On 
December   9,   U.S.    Congressmen   Beryl 


Anthony  of  Arkansas,  and  Ronnie  Flippo 
of  Alabama  will  be  shown  around  the 
belt.  On  December  11,  a  group  of  key 
staff  persons  of  U.S.  Senators  and  Con- 
gressmen will  also  be  given  a  tour  of 
the  industry. 

Mr.  Jeff  Underwood,  who  works  with 
Congressman  Erdreich  of  Alabama,  Mr. 
Ken  Parris,  who  works  with  Congress- 
man Darden  of  Georgia,  Miss  Kathy 
Bryant,  who  works  with  Congressman 
Rowland  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Craig  Lovitt, 
who  works  for  Senator  Dixon  of  Ala- 
bama, Mr.  Jim  Hughes,  who  works  with 
Senator  Domenici  of  New  Mexico,  Mr. 
Fred  Schmitt,  who  works  with  Senator 
Leahy  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Jim  Whittinghill, 
who  works  with  Congressman  Loeffler 
of  Texas,  and  Mr.  Paul  Berkowitz,  who 
works  with  Congressman  Gilman  of  New 
York  will  visit  our  industry  on  Monday, 
December  10. 

These  visits  give  U.S.  Senators  and 
Congressmen,  along  with  key  staff  per- 
sons, an  opportunity  to  see  first  hand 
what  this  industry  is  all  about. 

Glenwood,  Raceland,  and  Leighton 
sugar  mills  will  be  visited.  The  fields  of 
Mr.  Roland  Talbot  of  Schriever,  La.  will 
be  shown.  Mr.  Dan  Duplantis  will  show 
the  fields  of  South  Coast  at  Raceland, 
and  League  President  John  Thibaut  will 
show  the  fields  of  Glenwood.  All  visitors 
will  also  be  taken  on  a  tour  of  the 
Houma  Station. 

Mr.  Don  Wallace,  Mr.  Macon  Ed- 
wards, and  Miss  Rebecca  McPherson  of 
the  League's  Washington  staff,  will 
accompany  these  groups  on  the  tour. 
The  League's  General  Manager,  Mr.  R. 
Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  Mr.  Tom  Warner, 
Information  Director,  and  the  writer  will 
hope  to  show  these  guests  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  story  as  it  is  with  facts. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


1985  OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 
HELD  AT  USDA 

USDA  held  its  61st  annual  Outlook 
Conference  for  1985  on  December  3-5. 
This  year's  conference  examined  pros- 
pects for  the  1985  Farm  Bill  along  with 
the  outlook  for  the  economy,  trade  and 
Commodity  programs.  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture John  Block  presented  the  Ad- 
ministration's viewpoints  on  the  1985 
farm  bill  by  calling  for  a  long-term,  more 
"market-oriented"  measure  and  empha- 
sizing the  budget  problems  and  con- 
straints facing  USDA  and  all  government 
agencies.  Although  no  specific  details 
on  what  the  Administration  will  be  seek- 
ing in  new  farm  legislation  were  given, 
Block  did  say  USDA  planned  to  have  its 
recommendations  completed  sometime  in 
January  (see  related  story  below). 

A  session  on  Sweeteners  and  Tropical 
Products  was  held  on  December  5  with 
presentations  by  John  Nuttall,  Chief, 
Sugar  Group,  FAS,  USDA,  on  the  World 
Outlook;  Robert  Barry,  Economists,  Eco- 
nomic Research  Service,  USDA,  on  the 
Domestic  Outlook;  and  Simon  A.  Harris, 
Economists,  S  &  W  Berisford,  London, 
on  sugar  policies  after  the  expiration  of 
the  International  Sugar  Agreement. 
World  sugar  production  in  1984/85  is 
forecast  at  97.5  million  tons  (raw  value), 
2  percent  more  than  1983/84  output  of 
95.6  million  while  world  consumption  is 
not  expected  to  increase  much  over  last 
year.  World  sugar  imports  are  projected 
to  decline  in  1984/85  and  exports  will 
be  substantially  the  same  as  last  year. 
Ending  stocks  in  1984/85  are  projected 
to  reach  46.8  million  metric  tons.  On 
the  domestic  side,  Barry  reported  that 
it  was  probable  that  an  import  fee  on 
raw  sugar  would  go  into  effect  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1985.  Actual  market 
prices  averaged  below  the  MSP  in  Octo- 


ber, and  as  of  the  third  week  in  Novem- 
ber, were  about  21.5  cents  a  pound.  The 
MSP  is  21.57  cents  a  pound.  Prices 
would  have  to  average  21.74  cents  a 
pound  over  the  next  11  days  if  a  fee  is 
to  be  avoided.  Fiscal  1983/84  U.S.  sugar 
production  totaled  5.8  million  short  tons, 
higher  than  earlier  estimated.  Beet  sugar 
production  in  the  1984/85  crop  year  is 
expected  to  rise  nearly  5  percent,  to  2.8 
million  tons.  Sugar  cane  production  is 
expected  to  fall  2.4  percent,  to  2.86 
million  tons.  Sugar  consumption  is  esti- 
mated to  fall  360,000  tons  in  1984,  follow- 
ing a  250,000  ton  drop  last  year.  In  fiscal 
1984/85,  sugar  use  is  estimated  to  de- 
crease 500,000  tons  from  1983/84  due  in 
part  to  last  month's  announcement  by 
major  cola  companies  on  HFCS  appro- 
vals. 

FARM  PROGRAMS  ADDED  TO 
LIST  OF  POSSIBLE  CUTS 

According  to  a  storv  in  the  WASH- 
INGTON POST  on  December  4,  Presi- 
dent Reagan  gave  tentative  approval  to 
cuts  in  farm  price  supports  and  a  shift 
awav  from  federal  farm  loans  and  to- 
ward loan  guarantees.  Administration 
officials  said  Reagan  did  not  approve  a 
specific  plan  to  cut  farm  price  supports 
but  asked  that  one  be  drafted  with  the 
goal  of  reducing  the  $12.9  billion  esti- 
mated costs  of  the  program  in  fiscal  1987 
to  about  half  that  in  fiscal  1990.  Some 
ways  of  accomplishing  this  obiective 
that  have  been  suggested  are  reducing 
or  eliminating  target  prices  and  reduc- 
ing the  level  of  price  support  loans  on 
major  crops.  There  also  will  be  a  con- 
tinuing shift  away  from  FmHA  direct 
loans  toward  loan  guarantees.  Reagan's 
farm  decisions  will  be  incorporated  into 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


t 


"CO  USWaTMOF* 


DECEMBER  15,  1984 


DPSM-0-8112 

5 


STATE   LEGISLATORS   TOUR 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


r  r/i  v 


Andrew  Gay,  (far  left),  Rep.  Francis  Thompson 
(D-Delhi),  and  League  Manager  Charles  Hod- 
son  are  discussing  the  age  of  sugar  cane  on  a 
typical  cane  farm.  The  group  viewed  harvesting 
and  loading  operations.  Rep.  Thompson  is 
Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee. 


Members  of  the  State  Legislature  are  shown 
viewing  field  operations  of  the  E.  J.  Gay  Plant- 
ing and  Manufacturing  Co.,  near  Plaquemine. 
The  tour  took  place  on  November  19. 


The  group  is  shown  viewing  the  cane  yard 
operations.  It  was  the  first  trip  to  the  sugar 
industry  for  most  of  the   State  legislators. 


The    joint    Agriculture    Committee    also 
the    Cora-Texas    mill    in    White    Castle 
they  are  shown  taking  a  look  at  cane 
beinn  unloaded  onto  the  feeder  table. 
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Mel  Schudmak,  far  right,  explains  how  the  centrifugal  operates.  At  far  left  is  Lloyd  Lauden, 
League  Agronomist.  Ralph  Cunningham,  counsel  for  the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  is  in 
the  center  of  the  photo. 
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WE'VE    GOT    IT! 


You  can  rely  on  Cropmate  for  all  your  fertilizer  needs.  We  offer  premium  quality 
liquid  fertilizers,  anhydrous  ammonia,  and  programs  to  help  your  crops  yield  better. 
We  soil  test,  too. 

Ask  us  about  our  Grow/Mix  program  for  sugar  cane  and  our  other  fertility  plans 
for  wheat,  soybeans,  corn,  and  pasture. 

We've  worked  hard  to  know  our  business  so  it  pays  off  for  yours.  This  year,  why 
not  let  us  work  for  you. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  28 

THIBODAUX,  LA    70302 

504/447-4081 


One  hard  workin' partner. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  228 

JEANERETTE,  LA    70544 

318/276-5051 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  519 

NEW  ROADS,  LA    70760 

504/638-6343 
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RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  RY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 


NOVEMBER,  1984 


DATE 

WORLD 
SPOT 

#11 

DOMESTIC 
SPOT 

#12 

Thursday,   November  1   

Friday,  November  2 

4.71 
4.78 

21.52 
21.49 

Saturday,    November    3   

Sunday,  November  4  

NO  MARKET 

NO  MARKET 

Monday,  November  5  4.87  21.45 

Tuesday,  November  6  4.85  21.40 

Wednesday,   November  7  4.71  21.38 

Thursday,   November  8  4.75  21.42 

Friday,    November  9   4.82  21,38 

Saturday,  November  10  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  November  11  NO  MARKET 

Monday,   November  12   4.72  21.37 

Tuesday,  November  13  4.58  21.38 

Wednesday,  November  14  NOT  QUOTED  21.48 

Thursday,  November  15  NOT         QUOTED 

Friday,  November  16  4.38  21.34 

Saturday,  November  17  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  November  18 ..  NO  MARKET 

Monday,   November   19  4.25  21.38 

Tuesday,  November  20  4.10  21.38 

Wednesday,  November  21  4.08  21.34 

Thursday,  November  22  THANKSGIVING  HOLIDAY 

Friday,  November  23  ..                                                         4.01  21.33 

Saturday,  November  24  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  November  25  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  November  26  3.97  21.40 

Tuesday,   November  27  4.10  21.41 

Wednesday,  November  28  ..                                                 4.06  21.39 

Thursday,  November  29                                                         3.99  21.35 

Friday,  November  30                                                           4.01  21.36 

Monthly  Average                                                    4.41  21.40 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonvilie,  La.  70390 


AMOCO  OIL  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  228  Jeanerette,  La.  70544 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

1460  South  Peters  St. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70?  30 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 
I  P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 
WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

1330  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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MELANCON  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

Hwy.  347 

P.  O.  Box  969  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

NEW  ORLEANS  BANK 
FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  50072 
New  Orleans,  La.  70150 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  PRODUCTION 

CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  488  Napoleonvilie,  La.  70390 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUSi   CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 

TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 

THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


FARM  NOTES 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard  and  Windell  Jackson 

1985  BUS  TRIP  -  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  sponsoring  a  bus  trip.  In 
February  of  next  year  we  plan  to  visit  Washington,  D.C.  During  1985,  debate 
on  the  Farm  Bill  will  get  underway  and  our  visit  would  be  a  good  time  for  you 
to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's  Capitol.  We  hope  to  meet  with  our  Congress- 
men and  perhaps  visit  with  them  in  their  offices. 

During  the  same  week  that  we  will  be  in  Washington,  the  American  Sugar 
Beet  Growers  Association  will  be  having  their  annual  meeting.  They  are  our  allies 
in  the  sugar  business  but  because  of  the  distance  between  our  two  industries, 
most  growers  and  processors  have  had  little  contact  with  the  beet  people.  This 
trip  will  present  an  occasion  for  us  to  meet  these  growers  and  become  better 
friends. 

While  in  Washington,  our  hotel  will  be  close  to  the  White  House,  the 
Capitol,  the  Mall  and  the  Museums  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  We  will  have 
organized  tours  of  the  major  buildings  and  sites  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  will 
allow  time  for  touring  of  museums  on  your  own. 

We  plan  to  leave  on  Monday,  February  18,  1985,  at  8:00  am  from  New 
Orleans  and  return  on  Monday,  February  25,  at  5:00  pm.  This  will  put  us  on  the 
road  during  Mardi  Gras  week.  We  have  planned  stops  for  Church  Services  on 
Ash  Wednesday   and   the  following   Sunday. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  $430.  This  price  includes  all  bus  transportation, 
all  motel  costs  (2  men  per  room),  and  all  refreshments  while  on  the  bus.  The 
price  does  not  include  meals.  The  price  is  a  little  more  than  what  the  previous 
trips  have  cost,  but  this  trip  is  a  little  further,  one  day  longer,  and  to  a  more 
expensive   part   of   the   country. 

We  have  again  attempted  to  put  an  inexpensive  and  yet  informative,  useful 
and  entertaining  trip  together.  We  believe  that  this  trip  will  prove  to  be  just  that. 
In  order  to  save  your  seat  on  the  bus  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail 
it  along  with  your  check  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as  possible.  We  need  to 
begin  securing  motel  rooms  and  so  we  need  a  head  count  as  soon  as  possible. 
There  will  be  more  information  about  the  trip  in  upcoming  issues  of  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  If  you  are  interested  and  want  to  reserve  a  seat,  please  send 
in  your  form  and  check  now. 

Mail  to:     American  Sugar  Cane  League 
416  Whitnev  Bldg. 
New  Orleans,  LA     70130 

1 

I 
I 


1        NAME 

Yes, 

I  would  like  to  participate  in  the  bus  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  in  1985 
Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $430. 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

PHONE 

( 

) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

the  administration's  proposal  next  year 
for  a  new  farm  bill,  although  the  legisla- 
tion has  not  yet  been  drafted. 

SUGAR  RE-EXPORT  PROGRAM 
UNDER  INVESTIGATION 

USDA's  Inspector  General's  office  is 
reportedly  investigating  possible  charges 
of  U.S.  Customs  fraud  linked  to  the  US- 
DA  re-export  program  for  sugar  in  refin- 
ed form  according  to  the  DYERGRAM. 
Under  the  re-export  program,  raw  sugar 
may  be  imported  outside  of  the  quota 
program,  with  the  stipulation  that  it  is 
refined  and  re-exported  within  3  months 
from  date  of  entry.  Apparently,  some 
sugar  imported  under  the  program  has 
not  been  re-exported;  instead  empty 
containers  were  exported.  All  U.S.  re- 
finers and  related  parties  who  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  program  reportedly  have 
been  supoenaed  to  appear  at  a  Grand 
Jury  hearing  on  possible  fraud  based  on 
falsification  of  Customs  documents 
which  certified  that  sugar  had  been 
re-exported. 
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Mailing   List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


Name. 


Address- 


City_ 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA  <# 


*£*«n*V 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


BUY 
U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 
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State. 


Zip- 


Mail    to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,   LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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to  lock  out 

grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 
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key 

Asiiknc 


herbicide 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully. 
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Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


End  of  a  Poor  Crop 


On  this  date,  December  21,  1984,  most 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  factories  have  com- 
pleted grinding  operations.  Reports  in- 
dicate only  Sterling  Sugars,  Iberia  Sugar 
Cooperative  and  St.  Martin  Sugar  Co- 
operative are  still  processing  cane.  Sterl- 
ing will  grind  out  today,  St.  Martin  Sug- 
ar Coop  will  finish  probably  Christmas 
Eve  or  hopefully  not  on  Christmas  Day. 
Iberia  will  stop  grinding  on  Christmas 
Eve  morning,  will  resume  grinding  od- 
erations  on  December  26  and  probably 
grind  out  near  January  1,  1985. 

The  1984  crop  was  not  good.  Not 
many  growers  will  make  a  profit.  Only  a 
few  growers  made  as  much  cane  per  acre 
this  year  as  was  produced  in  1983,  and 
then  only  because  the  1983  crop  yields 
were  unusually  low.  Yields  of  sugar  per 
ton  started  lower  this  year  than  last  year 
and  in  most  cases  yield  of  sugar  per  ton 
never  caught  up  with  last  year.  This  was 
particularly  true  in  the  Teche  area  or 
Western  area. 

The  League  is  continuing  its  efforts 
to  invite  U.S.  Congressmen  and  U.S. 
Senators  to  visit  the  Louisiana  sugai  in- 
dustry. This  week  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  hosted  Congressman  Will- 
iam Gray  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Con- 
gressman Les  AuCoin  of  the  state  of 
Oregon.  These  two  Congressmen  viewed 
both  fields  and  equipment  and  the  in- 
side  of   an  operating   sugar   mill.  Alto- 


gether this  month  the  League  showed  9 
members  of  the  U.S.  Congress  and  eight 
key  congressional  staff  members  through 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

The  growers  and  processors  who  co- 
operated with  the  League  in  showing 
and  telling  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
story  did  an  outstanding  job. 

It  is  this  writer's  strong  opinion,  that 
if  this  industry  is  favorably  included  in 
the  coming  U.S.  Farm  Bill,  it  will  be 
because  the  League  was  able  to  convince 
Congressmen  from  other  states  that  the 
domestic  production  of  sugar  is  good  for 
this  country.  These  visits  by  Congress- 
men, Senators  and  staffers,  do  much  to 
show  the  production  of  sugar  in  Louisi- 
ana is  good  for  this  country. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA  <f(gt>  FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


(318)  367-8233 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE   &   SENATE   ELECT  THEIR 
LEADERS  FOR  THE 
NEW  CONGRESS 

Senator  Robert  Dole  (R-Kan. )  was 
elected  as  the  new  Senate  Majority  Lea- 
der in  a  tight  race  on  November  28. 
Dole  prevailed  over  four  other  conten- 
ders, finally  defeating  Senator  Ted  Ste- 
vens (R-Alaska)  on  a  28-25  vote.  Dole 
will  replace  retiring  Majority  Leader 
Howard  Baker  of  Tennessee.  The  rest  of 
the  Republican  leadership  team  elected 
were:  Senators  Alan  Simpson  of  Wyom- 
ing as  Majority  Whip;  John  Chafee  of 
Rhode  Island  as  Chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican Conference;  Thad  Cochran  of 
Mississippi  as  Conference  Secretary; 
William  Armstrong  of  Colorado  as  Policy 
Committee  Chairman;  and  John  Heinz 
of  Pennsylvania  as  Campaign  Committee 
Chairman. 

On  the  Democratic  side,  the  top  three 
leaders  will  be  the  same  as  the  last  Con- 
gress. Senator  Robert  Byrd  (W.Va. )  was 
reelected  Minority  Leader  over  a  last 
minute  challenge  by  Senator  Lawton 
Chiles  of  Florida.  Senators  Alan  Cran- 
ston (Calif.)  and  Daniel  Inouye  (Ha- 
waii) were  reelected  Minoritv  Whip  and 
Party  Secretary,  respectively,  without 
opnosition.  Senator  George  Mitchell 
(Maine)  was  elected  to  head  the  Demo- 
cratic Senatorial  Committee. 

The  election  of  Senator  Dole  led  to 
three  committee  chairmanship  changes: 
Senator  Bob  Packwood  (Ore.)  will  take 
over  Dole's  seat  as  chairman  of  the  Fin- 
ance Committee,  Senator  John  Danforth 
( Mo. )  will  become  Chairman  of  the 
Commerce  Committee;  and  Senator 
Richard  Lugar  (Tnd.)  will  become 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Committee.  Senator  Jesse1  Helms  (N.C.) 


had  been  next  in  line  for  the  Foreign 
Relations  Committee,  but  instead  de- 
cided to  retain  his  chairmanship  of  the 
Agriculture   Committee. 

In  the  House,  Rep.  Tip  O'Neill  ( Mass. ) 
and  Jim  Wright  ( Tex. )  were  reelected  as 
Speaker  and  Majority  Leader,  respec- 
tively. On  the  Republican  side,  Rep.  Bob 
Michel  (111.)  was  reelected  Minority 
Leader. 

GAO  RELEASES 
SWEETENER  REPORT 

The  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO) 
recently  released  its  "Report  to  Con- 
gress" on  U.S.  Sweetener/Sugar  Issues 
and  Concerns.  The  study  was  conducted 
to  provide  Congress  with  an  information 
source  during  deliberations  on  the  1985 
Farm  Bill.  The  report  discusses  the 
status  of  sweetener  use  in  the  U.S.,  the 
domestic  sugar  industry,  international 
consideration,  view  of  sugar  producers 
and  users,  and  general  sweetener /sugar 
policy  questions.  Copies  of  the  GAO  re- 
port may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  U.S. 
General  Accounting  Office,  Document 
Handling  and  Information  Services  Fa- 
cility, P.O.  Box  6015,  Gaithersburg,  MD 
20760  or  calling  (202)275-6241.  The  re- 
port number  is  GAO/RCED-85-19  and  is 
dated  November  15,  1984. 

UPDATE  ON  1985  FARM  BILL 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN,  President  Reagan 
reportedly  gave  his  tentative  approval  to 
cuts  in  farm  support  programs.  Since 
then,  there  have  been  various  media  re- 
ports on  proposals  under  consideration 
by  the  Administration.  These  proposals 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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SiNBARthis  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Thanks  To  Cooperators,  Drain  Your  Fields,  Watch  Weed  Control 


At  this  writing,  Dec.  19,  1984,  the 
Louisiana  harvest  season  is  nearly  com- 
pleted and  most  of  the  researchers  have 
also  completed  their  field  experiments. 
Sometimes  we  forget  to  say  it,  but  we 
always  know  that  if  it  were  not  for  the 
help  of  you  the  growers  and  processors 
who  offer  your  time,  land,  labor  and 
assistance,  much  of  the  research  which 
is  so  vital  to  our  industry  would  not  be 
possible.  I  won't  try  to  name  all  of  the 
people  who  contribute  to  this  research 
for  fear  of  leaving  someone  out,  but  I 
would  like  to  acknowledge  the  many, 
and  I  do  mean  many,  members  of  our 
industry  who  plav  such  an  important 
role  in  the  research  program.  If  it  were 
not  for  these  growers  and  processors  the 
rest  of  the  industry  would  not  have  the 
information  it  now  receives  from  our 
scientists  and  undoubtedly  would  not  be 
as  well  off  as  they  are  now.  We  appreci- 
ate this  help  and  realize  that  without  it 
nearly  all  of  the  applied  research  would 
not  be  possible.  Our  thanks  from  the 
researchers  and  from  the  rest  of  the  in- 
dustry goes  out  to  these  many  coop- 
erators. 

Once  the  harvest  is  completed  we 
know  that  there  is  not  much  we  can  do 
in  the  field.  However,  we  do  know  the 
importance  of  keeping  our  fields  as  dry 
as  possible1  during  the  winter  months. 
Certainly  last  year  we  had  the  hard 
freeze  which  did  some  damage,  but  in 
this  writer's  opinion  the  worst  damage1 
came  from  the  3  months  that  followed 
which  had  temperatures  that  were  below 
normal  and  rainfall  conditions  that  were 
higher  than   normal.    We   can't   do   any- 


thing about  the  weather,  but  we  can 
at  least  be  sure  that  water  isn't  stand- 
ing in  the  fields.  We  need  to  make 
sure  drains  are  open  and  that  water 
can  flow  freely  out  of  the  ditches.  This 
is  especially  true  in  fields  that  were  har- 
vested this  year  in  bad  weather.  There 
has  been  research  to  show  that  standing 
water  at  this  time  of  year  can  hurt  yields 
and  most  all  of  you  have  seen  this  for 
yourselves  in  your  own  fields.  Spend 
some  time  making  sure  that  the  money 
you  have  invested  in  your  crop  isn't  lost 
by  standing  water  in  the  field. 

A  great  deal  of  cane  was  planted  this 
past  season  and  a  great  deal  of  money  is 
now  invested  in  the  ground.  Some  of 
this  cane  was  planted  in  fields  that  had 
a  lot  of  grass  in  them  that  grew  during 
the  rainy  fallow  season.  Some  growers 
did  not  have  time  to  properly  put  out 
herbicides  on  the  cane  that  was  planted. 
There  are  a  number  of  planted  fields  that 
Johnson  grass  grew  up  in  and  also  some 
fields  that  were  used  for  seed  in  which 
a  good  deal  of  grass  could  be  seen  after- 
wards. There  is  nothing  that  can  be  done 
about  grass  at  this  time,  but  growers 
would  be  wise  to  carefully  note  those 
fields  which  had  the  most  grass  in  them 
and  then  spend  some  extra  time  and 
effort  in  them.  With  all  the  money  in- 
vested in  these  fields  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  try  to  cut  corners  with  the  her- 
bicide program  which  would  undoubted- 
ly hurt  yields.  It  is  always  good  to  spend 
your  money  wisely  and  growers  can  help 
themselves  now  by  marking  off  these 
fields  which  will  require  some  extra 
attention  once  we  get  back  to  work. 
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U.  S.  CONGRESSMEN  TOUR  LOUISIANA 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


Viewing  the  unloading  of  cane  trucks  at  Lafourche  Sugar  sre:  Irom  left,  Don  Wallace,  ASCL 
Washington  rep;  Lloyd  Lauden,  Mike  Oxley  (R-OH),  Lynn  Martin  (R-IL),  Ray  McGrath  (R-NY), 
Irving  Legendre,  Lafourche  Sugar  Co.,  Dr.  Charley  Richard,  Macon  Edwards,  Larry  Combest 
(R-TX),  Jim  Whittinghill,  an  aide  to  Cong.  Tom  Loeffler,  and  Pete  deGravelles. 


fl 


The   group  toured  the  Roland  Talbot  farm  to   view   harvesting   operations.   From   left,    Roland 
Talbot,  Jim  Whittinghill,  Larry  Combest  (R-TX),  Pete  deGravelles,  and  Jerry  Lewis  (R-CA). 

JANUARY  1,  1985  7 


Another  group  of  Congressmen  toured  the  industry  visiting  the  Glenwood  Sugar  Coop.  Shown 
from  left,  Dr.  Charley  Richard,  Don  Wallace,  Charles  Hodson,  Beryl  Anthony  (D-ARK),  Ronnie 
Flippo    (D-ALAB),    and    Jan    Bergeron    of    Glenwood. 


left,   Mike 


Each  group  of  Congressmen  toured  the  U.S.D.A.    Sugar   Cane    Lab    m    Mouma.    I'rom 
Oxley   (R-OH)    (with    back   to   camera),    Ray   McGrath  (R-NY),  Jim  Whittinghill,  an  aide  to  Cong, 
loin    Lot  filer,    Charles    llodson,    and    Dr.    Dick    Breaux,   Director  of  the  Lab. 
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Observing  the  mill  yard  operations  at  Glenwood  Sugar  Coop,  are  from  left:  Charles  Hodson,  Jan 
Bergeron,  Beryl  Anthony  (D-ARK),  Ronnie  Flippo  (D-ALAB),  League  President  John  Thibaut, 
Don  Wallace,  and  Dr.  Charley  Richard. 


A  group  of  key  staff  persons  from  Washington  also  toured  our  sugar  industry.  Dan  Duplantis  of 
South  Coast  Sugars,  (second  from  left),  is  shown  explaining  the  mill  yard  operation  to  the  group. 
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National  Legislative  Committee  Pete  deGravelles,  left,  is  shown 
talking  to  Cong.  Mike  Oxley  (R-OH)  in  front  of  a  pile  of 
sugar  at  Lafourche  Sugar  Co. 
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PROPANE? 


WE'VE      GOT      IT! 

You  can  rely  on  Cropmate  for  all  your  LP-gas  needs.  And  we  offer  energy-saving 
LP-gas  equipment  to  meet  your  farm,  city,  industrial,  and  recreational  needs,  too. 

Come  to  us  for  a  full  line  of  home  heaters,  industrial  space  heaters,  gas  ranges, 
outdoor  grills,  and  gas  ranges  and  ovens.  We  have  electric  bug  killers,  too. 

Propane  is  your  most  efficient  energy  choice.  Call  us  for  prompt  delivery  for  all 
your  LP-gas  needs,  and  come  in  and  see  all  we  have  to  offer. 


One  hard  workin'  partner. 


Cronmate 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  28 

THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 

504/447-4081 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
P.  0.  BOX  228 

JEANERETTE,  LA  70544 
318/276-5051 


IH'UJ.U 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  519 

NEW  ROADS,  LA    70760 

504/638-6343 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

include; (l)a  freeze  and/or  reduction  in 
price  supports; (2)a  $10,000  cap  on  de- 
ficiency payments;  (3)  a  $200,000  per 
farmer  cap  on  price  support  loans; (4) 
changing  from  a  "non-recourse"  loan  to 
a  "recourse"  loan  which  means  loans 
would  have  to  be  repaid  regardless  of 
market  prices  and  the  government  would 
almost  never  acquire  collateral; (5) abol- 
ish the  dairy  program  and  replace  it  with 
aid  to  small  farmers; ( 6 )a  5%  origination 
fee  on  CCC  export  credit;  and, (7) a  shift 
away  from  FmHA  direct  loans  toward 
loan  guarantees.  The  Administration's 
plan  most  likely  will  be  released  in  mid- 
January. 


BUY 
U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 


SUGAR   PEOPLE 
FROM 

ALL   OVER  THE  WORLD 
READ 

THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


AMOCO  OIL  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  228  Jeanerette,  La.  70544 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

1460  South  Peters  St. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70*30 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521   Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Little  to  Do  -  Acreage  Increase 


There  is  very  little  to  do  in  the  cane 
fields  at  this  time  other  than  to  attempt 
to  help  drainage  where  damage  was 
done  during  harvest.  Weather  has  not 
been  good  even  for  fishing.  It  has  also 
been  too  cold  for  equipment  repair  un- 
less the  shop  could  be  heated.  After  the 
stress  of  harvest,  now  is  the  time  for 
rest,  visiting  and  some  amount  of  re- 
laxation. However,  it  will  be  but  a  short 
time  before  work  on  the  1985  crop  will 
begin. 

It  is  hoped  that  history  will  repeat 
itself.  In  1962,  there  were  two  severe 
freezes  which  badly  damaged  that  crop. 
A  large  planting  was  made  for  the  1963 
crop.  That  1963  crop  became  a  record 
breaking  one  with  the  largest  produc- 
tion of  sugar  and  the  highest  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  on  record. 

In  1983,  at  Christmastime,  a  very 
severe  freeze  damaged  the  1984  crop 
even  worse  than  the  freeze  of  1962 
damaged  that  crop.  A  larger  than  normal 
crop  was  planted  for  the  1985  crop  and 
the  planting  was  well  done.  With  favor- 
able weather  thru  the  end  of  March  and 
adequate  rainfall  and  sunshine  during 
the  growing  season,  this  crop  could  be 
better  in  sugar  per  acre  and  cane  per 
acre  than  the  1963  cane  crop.  There  is 
no  way  Louisiana  could  make  as  much 
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sugar  in  total  as  was  made  in  1963,  be- 
cause there  were  317,000  acres  for  sugar 
and  seed  in  1963  as  compared  to  about 
265,000  acres  in  Louisiana  now  for  the 
same  purpose. 

On  the  subject  of  acreage  there  is  an 
obvious  new  interest  in  increasing  cane 
acreage  in  Louisiana.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  exactly  how  many  new  acres  over 
the  last  couple  of  years,  but  it  will  make 
a  difference.  It  is  this  writer's  opinion 
that  given  a  fair  price  for  sugar,  Louisi- 
ana will  increase  cane  acreage  back  to 
300,000  plus  acres.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  clearly  that  Louisiana  cane  growers 
produce  cane  and  sugar  about  as  cheap- 
ly as  any  other  producers  in  this  country. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  INDUSTRY 
REPRESENTATIVES  MEET 
WITH  SECRETARY  BLOCK 

Representatives  of  several  domestic 
sugar  organizations,  including  Don 
Wallace  and  Macon  Edwards  repre- 
senting the  League,  met  with  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  John  Block  on  January  3 
to  express  their  concerns  over  the  sig- 
nificant increase  in  imports  of  certain 
ex-quota  items  and  the  serious  threat 
they  present  to  the  U.S.  sugar  program. 
It  was  pointed  out  to  the  Secretary  that 


such  imports  are  displacing  sugar 
accounted  for  by  the  U.S.  program  — 
either  by  U.S.  quota  holders  or  from 
domestic  sources  —  and  that  such  in- 
creases amount  to  a  doubling  and  tripl- 
ing of  actual  imports  of  sugar  laden 
products  since  quotas  were  imposed 
(see  charts  below).  Secretary  Block 
and  his  staff  were  well  aware  of  the 
problems  outlined  and  reiterated  the 
Administration's  position  that  appropri- 
ate action  would  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
forfeitures  of  sugar  now  under  loan. 


Table  12  —  Imports  of  articles  provided  for  in  TSUS  item  183.01*,  by  sources, 
1980-1983,  January-September  1982,  1983,  and  1984 


1981 

1982 

1983 

January-September 

Source 

1980 

1982 

1983 

1984 

Quantity  (1,000  pounds) 

Canada 

13,251 

10,406 

6,317 

10,856 

4,660 

8,342 

12,838 

Japan 

89 

562 

747 

1,015 

584 

836 

833 

Costa  Rica 

0 

0 

427 

815 

272 

816 

0 

Philippines 

295 

957 

727 

913 

517 

559 

663 

All  Other 

214 

179 

444 

526 

297 

462 

707 

Total 

13,849 

12,104 

8,662 

14,125 

6,330 

11,015 

15,041 

Table  11  - 

U.S 

.  imports 

of  articles 

provided  for  in  TSUS  item  183.05*,  by 

sources, 

1980-83,  January-September  1982 

,  1983,  and  1984 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

January-September 

Source 

1982 

1983 

1984 

Quantity  (1,000  pounds) 

Canada 

9,150 

11,472 

10,389 

57,721 

6,578 

46,609 

168,998 

Japan 

7,376 

10,920 

15,280 

24,953 

12,076 

16,032 

33,253 

Dominican 

Rep. 

11,385 

22,280 

21,166 

16,142 

15,556 

12,404 

13,492 

Belgium  an 

d 

Luxembourg 

297 

157 

150 

9,200 

74 

9,194 

4,206 

All  Other 

21,569 

39,556 

43,270 

63,027 

31,328 

48,156 

52,739 

Total 


49,791 


84,392    90,873     180,193 


65,780  141,504    272,688 


"TSUS  items   183.01   and  183.05  are  described  by    Customs    as    "basket    provisions"    —   residual 
categories  that  are  not  more  specifically  provided  for  elsewhere  in  the  TSUS. 

TSUS  183.01  items  include  flour  mixes  and  refrigerated  doughs,  prepared  cake  mixes,  brownie 
mixes,  other  pastry  mixes  and  refrigerated  cookie  doughs  which  often  contain  not  less  than  25% 
sugar  or  other  sweetener. 

TSUS  183.05  items  which  often  contain  25  to  05%  sugar  or  other  sweetener  include  sweetened 
ice  tea  mixes,  beverage  bases  (often  fruit  flavored),  cocktail  mixes,  whipped  cream  substitutes, 
other  dessert  toppings,  coffee  whiteners,  canned  pic  fillings,  white  chocolate,  marzipans,  un- 
baked frozen  pastries,  frosting  mixes  and  various  bakery  additives.  (Retail  packaged  blends  of 
sucrose  and  dextrose  for  table  top  and  home  baking  use  are  also  currently  outside  the  scope 
of  the  quota  and  are  not  restricted  from  entry). 
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Sinmr  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

DECEMBER,  1984 


WORLD 

DOMESTIC 

SPOT 

SPOT 

#11 

#12 

DATE 

Saturday,  December  1 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  December  2  ...    NO  MARKET 

Monday,  December  3  3.99  21.37 

Tuesday,  December  4  4.04  21.41 

Wednesday,  December  5  3.97  21.34 

Thursday,  December  6  3.93  21.37 

Friday,  December  7 3.91  21.37 

Saturday,  December  8 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  December  9  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  December  10  3.67  21.28 

Tuesday,  December  11  3.51  21.28 

Wednesday,  December  12  ..  ..  NOT  QUOTED  21.24 

Thursday,  December  13  _  3.50  21.19 

Friday,  December  14  __  3.51  21.13 

Saturday,  December  15  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  December  16, NO  MARKET 

Monday,  December  17 3.42  21.12 

Tuesday,  December  18  3.42  20.94 

Wednesday,  December  19  ..  3.33  21.03 

Thursday,  December  20  ____  3.31  20.88 

Friday,  December  21  3.16  20.90 

Saturday,  December  22  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  December  23  ..  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  December  24  ...  .  HOLIDAY 

Tuesday,  December  25  ..  HOLIDAY 

Wednesday,  December  26  ..  3.08                           20.87 

Thursday,  December  27  3.14                            20.70 

Friday,  December  28  3.16                            20.70 


Saturday,  December  29  .. 

Sunday,  December  30  

NO  MARKET 
NO  MARKET 

Monday,  December  31 

3.17 

20.71 

Monthly  Average 

3.51 

21.62 
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SENCOR    GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 


(ft 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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to  lock  out 

grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

Asutax 

HERBICIDE 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX'  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you 'II  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 


;  v..  1 

m 


le  Sugar  Bulletin 

16  Whitney  Building  f.'-v«rW4'***    r**»4.v    ft     *  »  .        .  »,  BULK  RATE 

ew  Orleans,  La.  70130  Lo^S1^3    S.t*t«    University    LitearJ      U.S.  POSTAGE 

ddress  Correction  Requested)  Serial S     Depar  tWltf 


Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70303 


PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 
New  Orleans,  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

FFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.  S.  A. 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  PRESIDENT 

JOHN  THIBAUT  URGES  ALL  LEAGUE 

MEMBERS  TO  ATTEND  ONE  OF 

THE  FOLLOWING  MEMBERSHIP  MEETINGS: 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  28 

9:00  A.M. 

LEMANN  CENTER,  1100  CLAY  STREET 

DONALDSONVILLE 


1:30  P.M. 

SHERATON  INN 

THIBODAUX 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  1 


9:00  A.M. 

VETERANS  MEMORIAL  BUILDING  No.  1 

CORNER  OF  WORMSER  AND  TARLETON  STREETS 

JEANERETTE 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


1985  International  Sweetener  Symposium 

Mark  the  dates  of  June  5-6-7,  1985  on  your  calendar  for  this 
year's  International  Sweetener  Symposium.  This  meeting  is  sponsored 
by  the  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group,  a  non-profit  group  repre- 
senting the  interests  of  producers  of  sugar  and  high  fructose  corn 
syrup  in  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  second  annual  symposium,  and  will  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel.  Last  year's  meeting  was 
held  in  Itasca,  IL  and  nearly  300  people  attended.  With  1985  being 
the  year  of  the  new  General  Farm  Bill,  those  attending  the  symposium 
will  be  able  to  meet  and  hear  those  who  will  be  shaping  the  new 
farm  policy. 

Calendar  of  Events 

February  7-8  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Meeting,  Louisiana  Division,  Bellemont  Motor 
Hotel 

Feb.  28-March  1  League  Membership  Meetings  (See  front  cover) 

February  18-25  League's  bus  trip  to  Washington,  D.C. 

April  15  Louisiana  Legislature  convenes 

June  5-7  International  Sweetener  Symposium, 

Mayflower  Hotel,  Washington,  D.C. 

June  12-14  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Joint  Meeting,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  FL 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


How's  This  Crop? 


Weather  in  early  to  mid  January  didn't 
help  plant  cane  or  stubble  pieces,  but 
weather  conditions  could  have  been  far 
worse.  Thus  far,  at  this  time,  January  17, 
cane  has  suffered  only  one  or  two  freezes 
of  any  consequence  and  they  were  not 
severe.  Freezes  are  never  good  but  cold 
wet  soils  can  sometime  be  worse  than 
mild  freezes  in  January  and  February. 
In  this  writer's  opinion,  it  is  better  to 
have  cold  and  wet  soil  in  January  than 
in  either  February  or  March.  Examina- 
tions of  seed  and  stubble  pieces  during 
January,  over  a  number  of  years,  have 
always  indicated  good  sound  material 
in  the  ground.  Shoots  on  seed  cane  and 
stubble  pieces  start  turning  pink,  brown, 
and  later  black  toward  mid  to  late 
February  and  sometime  everything  looks 
good  until  near  the  end  of  March  when 
even  a  light  frost  can  be  the  straw  that 
breaks  the  camel's  back  and  stands  fail. 
This  happens  more  frequently  in  lighter, 
sandy  soils  than  in  mixed  to  heavy  soils 
even  though  the  heavier  soils  are  gen- 
erally lower  in  elevation  and  tempera- 
tures are  also  lower  in  these  fields.  To 
sum  up,  nothing  seriously  damaging  has 
yet  occurred  and  this  is  a  plus. 

Anyone  would  be  foolish  at  this  time 
to  attempt  to  predict  the  outcome  of  the 
1985  Louisiana  cane  crop.  Certainly  this 
writer  knows  that  it  is  impossible  to 
attempt  any  predications  about  the  cur- 
rent crop.  Surely,  a  large  planting  was 
made  for  this  crop.  First  year  stubble 
cane  this  year  has  a  chance  to  be  good 
and  probably  better  than  first  year  stub- 
ble cane  for  1984.  Second  year  stubble 
cane  is  a  big  question  as  it  is  every  year, 
but,  chances  are  at  least  fair  for  good 
second  year  stubble  cane,  generally, 
except  where  growers  kept  poorer  than 
normal  first  year  stubble  cane  last  year 
only  to  help  the  mill  with  a  fair  amount 
of  cane  to  grind.  Since1  there  is  no  sure- 


shot  way  of  predicting  any  cane  crop 
with  good  sound  current  facts  and  fig- 
ures, it  may  be  wise  to  use  either  historv 
as  a  basis  or  talk  to  a  statistician. 

Using  history  as  a  basis,  the  1952 
cane  crop  was  the  second  to  the  largest 
then  on  record  and  it  followed  a  very 
severe   freeze  during   the   1951   harvest. 

Following  a  very  severe  freeze  in  1962 
which  materially  reduced  total  produc- 
tion of  both  cane  and  sugar  production 
for  that  crop,  was  the  record  breaking 
crop  of  1963,  still  yet  to  be  equaled.  It 
is  then  fairly  easy  to  assume  using  historv 
as  a  basis  that  this  crop  should  be  good 
and  a  big  one.  Why?  There  was  a  severe 
freeze  last  year.  There  was  a  big  plant- 
ing imde  for  this  crop.  What  else?  The 
answer  is  desire  and  the  determination 
to  make  this  come  true.  And,  most  of  all, 
it  is  time.  Hard  work  and  determination 
usually  bring  forth  success. 

Editor's  note:  On  the  nights  of  Janu- 
ary 20  and  21,  a  severe  freeze  struck  all 
of  Louisiana.  The  following  unofficial 
low  temperatures  were  reported:  USDA 
Laboratory  in  Houma  13  degrees;  Su- 
preme 11  degrees;  New  Iberia  13  de- 
grees; and  West  Baton  Rouge  9  degrees. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW   IBERIA,   LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)   367-8233 
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SirsBAR  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR* 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


t 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  IMPORT 

QUOTA  YEAR  EXTENDED 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  January  10  that  the  1984/85 
sugar  import  quota  year  is  being 
changed  from  the  period  October  1, 
1984-September  30,  1985,  to  October  1, 
1984-November  30,  1985.  Block  said  this 
two-month  extension  in  the  quota  year  is 
intended  to  correct  an  imbalance  in  the 
domestic  sugar  supply  situation  brought 
about  by  a  larger  than  expected  high 
fructose  corn  syrup  displacement  of  su- 
gar consumption  and  higher  than  antici- 
pated beet  sugar  production  during  1983 
/84.  The  change  in  the  quota  year  is  im- 
plemented to  accomodate  the  interests  of 
those  involved  in  the  U.S.  sugar  market 
according  to  USDA.  Shipping  patterns 
of  exporting  countries  will  be  altered  to 
assure  that  shipments  of  quota  sugar  will 
arrive  evenly  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  quota  year. 


U.S.  SUGAR  IMPORT  FEE 

The  fee  on  imports  of  raw  sugar  dur- 
ing the  January-March  quarter  of  1985 
will  be  0.2875  cents  per  pound.  The  fee 
had  been  zero  since  late  1982.  The  fee  on 
refined  sugar  imports,  which  is  set  by 
presidential  proclamation  at  one  cent  per 
pound  above  the  fee  for  raw  sugar  im- 
ports, will  be  1.2875  cents  per  pound. 
Quarterly  fees  are  based  on  average  do- 
mestic spot  prices  for  sugar  during  a 
20-market-day  period  preceding  the  20th 
day  of  the  months  before  the  new 
quarter  begins.  The  fee  on  raw  sugar 
is  the  difference  between  the  market 
stabilization  price  and  the  average  do- 
mestic spot  price  during  the  20-market- 
day  base  period.  For  the  January-March 
1985  quarter,  the  base  period  was  No- 


vember 21  to  December  19,  1984.  The 
average  price  was  21.2825  cents  per 
pound,  compared  with  the  MSP  which 
is  21.57  cents  per  pound. 

1985  FARM  BILL  UPDATE 

Although  the  Reagan  Administration 
has  not  officially  announced  its  proposed 
plan  for  new  farm  legislation,  there  have 
been  continuing  reports  in  the  media  on 
what  the  Administration  may  recom- 
mend. Included  are:  (1)  loan  levels  set 
at  75  percent  of  a  three-year  average 
market  price  with  a  $200,000  per  farmer 
cap  on  price  support  loans;  (2)  limit  on 
deficiency  payments  of  $20,000  in  the 
first  year,  $15,000  the  second  year,  and 
$10,000  thereafter;  and  (3)  lowering  tar- 
get prices  to  95  percent  of  three-year 
average  market  price  during  the  first 
year  and  progressively  to  the  same  75 
percent  level  as  the  loan  rate  by  1990 
which  would  eliminate  payments.  No 
specifics  have  been  obtained  on  what 
the  Administration  will  recommend  for  a 
sugar  program,  although  one  news  serv- 
ice reported  the  Administration  would 
recommend  a  2  cents  per  pound  per  year 
cut  in  the  loan  level  for  sugar.  USDA 
sources  have  denied  this  report.  Most 
likely  the  Administration's  proposals  will 
be  announced  sometime  after  they  have 
presented  their  budget  report  to  Con- 
gress which  is  scheduled  for  February  4. 

In  a  related  matter,  nine  farm  groups 
wrote  a  joint  letter  to  President  Reagan 
last  week  expressing  their  opposition  to 
any  limit  on  farm  program  benefits,  in- 
cluding price  support  loans  and  de- 
ficiency payments.  The  letter  said  such 
limits  would  (1)  lower  income  by  forc- 
ing heavier  marketings  at  harvest  when 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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SENCOR    GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 


mi 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen. 


Q* 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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U.S.  CONGRESSMEN  TOUR  LOUISIANA 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


Cong.  Bill  Gray  (D-PA),  and  Cong.  Les  Aucoin  (D-OR),  toured  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
on  December  21.  Shown  viewing  the  mill  train  at  Raceland  are  from  left:  Manuel  Acosta, 
South  Coast  Sugars  President  Dan  Duplantis,  Cong.  Gray,  Cong.  Aucoin,  League  Manager 
Charles  Hodson,  and  League  Vice-President  Harold  Schexnayder. 


An  employee  ol  South  Coast  Sugars  explains  to  Cong.  Gray  and  Cong.  Aucoin  the  small 
amount  ol  natural  gas  the  factory  is  using.  League  Agronomist  Windell  JacUson  (striped  shirt) 
at  right,  and  National   Legislative  Committee  Chairman  Pete  deGravelles  are  also  pictured. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Macon  Edwards  is  shown  making  a  point  to  Cong.   Bill  Gray.  Pete   deGravelles   is   on  the 
far  right. 


Listening  to  South  Coast  President  Dan  Duplantis  are:  from  left,  League  General  Manager 
Charles  Hod:;on,  Cong.  Bill  Gray,  Cong.  Les  Aucoin,  Macon  Edwards,  Duplantis,  and 
Pete  deGravelles. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

prices  are  at  seasonal  lows;  (2)  make 
production  financing  more  difficult;  (3) 
force  larger  loan  entries  by  growers  still 
eligible;  (4)  increase  deficiency  pay- 
ments; and  (5)  reduce  effectiveness  of 
acreage  reduction  programs.  The  letter 
was  signed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
Industry,  the  U.S.  Beet  Sugar  Industry, 
the  National  Cotton  Council,  American 
Soybean  Association,  National  Associa- 
tion of  Wheat  Growers,  National  Corn 
Growers  Association,  National  Council 
of  Farmer  Cooperatives,  Five-State  Rice 
Producers  Legislative  Group,  and  the 
National  Peanut  Growers  Group. 


ISA  ADMINISTRATION 
AGREEMENT  APPROVED 

A  majority  of  importers  and  exporters 
had  either  ratified  or  signed  the  new 
administration  International  Sugar  Agree- 
ment (ISA)  by  the  due  date  of  Decem- 
ber 31,  1984.  The  1977  ISA  expired  on 
that  date  and  brings  an  end  to  the  re- 
quirement of  members  to  hold  sugar 
stocks,  contribute  to  the  stock  financing 
funds,  and  purchase  "sugar  stamps"  for 
certificates  of  contributions  when  sugar 
was  imported/exported  among  member 
countries.  The  new  agreement's  primary 
purpose  will  be  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
change of  sugar  statistics  and  informa- 
tions and  for  future  discussions  between 
exporters  and  importers.  The  agreement 
will  be  in  effect  for  two  years,  with  the 
option  of  year-to-year  extensions. 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  AD 

FOB  SALE:  Brand  New,  in  shipping  crates 
(1)  Terry-GAF-4  Type  Steam  Turbine  (2) 
Lufkin  Mill  Drive.  Call  Pedro  Angelic  at 
Breaux  Bridge  Sugar  Coop.,  Inc.  Phone  (318) 
332-2231    For  particulars. 
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Mailing   List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


Name- 


Address. 


City. 


State_ 


Zip. 


Mail    to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 
NEW   ORLEANS,    LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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FERTILIZER? 


mi  Mm 


WE'VE    GOT    IT! 

You  can  rely  on  Cropmate  for  all  your  fertilizer  needs.  We  offer  premium  quality 
liquid  fertilizers,  anhydrous  ammonia,  and  programs  to  help  your  crops  yield  better. 
We  soil  test,  too. 

Ask  us  about  our  Grow/Mix  program  for  sugar  cane  and  our  other  fertility  plans 
for  wheat,  soybeans,  corn,  and  pasture. 

We've  worked  hard  to  know  our  business  so  it  pays  off  for  yours.  This  year,  why 
not  let  us  work  for  you. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  28 

THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 

504/447-4081 


One  hard  workin'  partner. 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  228 

JEANERETTE,  LA    70544 

318/276-5051 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

P.  0.  BOX  519 

NEW  ROADS,  LA    70760 

504/638-6343 


Sugar  Bulletin 

Want   Ads 

Get 

RESULTS 


BUY  U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020   Florida   Blvd. 

Baton    Rouge,    La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 

P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADINC  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


SOUTH  LOUISIANA  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.  O.  Box  488  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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FICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.  S.  A. 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  PRESIDENT 

JOHN  THIBAUT  URGES  ALL  LEAGUE 

MEMBERS  TO  ATTEND  ONE  OF 

THE  FOLLOWING  MEMBERSHIP  MEETINGS: 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  28 

9:00  A.M. 

LEMANN  CENTER,  1100  CLAY  STREET 

DONALDSONVILLE 

1:30  P.M. 

SHERATON  INN 

THIBODAUX 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  1 

9:00  A.M. 

VETERANS  MEMORIAL  BUILDING  No.  1 

CORNER  OF  WORMSER  AND  TARLETON  STREETS 

JEANERETTE 
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Washington  Representative: 

Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


Sugar  Refineries  in  the  News 

Louisiana  sugar  refineries  are  certainly 
making  the  news  frequently  in  1985. 
First,  the  Godchaux-Henderson  Sugar 
Refinery  in  Reserve  was  officially 
announced  FOR  SALE  early  in  the  year. 
The  refinery  is  owned  by  the  Hunt 
Brothers,  who  are  selling  off  all  their 
sugar  holdings,  which  includes  several 
sugar  beet  processing  plants.  A  February 
15  deadline  has  been  established  for  bids 
on  the  Godchaux-Henderson  plant. 

Next,  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refinery 
located  in  Gramercy  has  been  purchased 
by  Tate  and  Lyle,  a  major  British  sugar 
company.  News  reports  indicate  Tate 
and  Lyle  will  hold  a  35  percent  owner- 
ship in  the  first  year,  with  that  per- 
centage to  be  increased  in  ensuing  years. 

Finally,  workers  at  the  Amstar  Sugar 
Refinery  went  out  on  strike  on  February 
4.  The  plant  employs  about  350  workers. 

USDA  Survey 

The  USDA  will  be  surveying  24,000 
farmers  all  across  the  United  States  be- 
tween January  21  and  March  8,  The 
project  is  called  the  1984  Farm  Costs 
and  Returns  Survey.  Information  collect- 
ed during  this  survey  will  help  farm 
analysts,  lawmakers,  producer  groups 
and  others  to  understand  the  needs  and 
problems  of  today's  farmer. 
Here  are  some  key  points  that  USDA 
statisticians  say  they  want  participants 
to  know  about  this  survey:  — 

*  It's  soon.  Interviewers  will  visit  farm- 
ers between  January  21  and  March  8, 
1985.  The  interviewers  live  and  work 
in  local  survey  areas.  They  were  hired 
and  trained  to  conduct  the  survey  by 
USDA  specialists. 

*  It's  voluntary.  You  are  not  required  to 
participate.    Remember    though,    that 


your  farm  was  selected  by  a  statistical 
sampling  procedure,  and  no  one  else 
can  take  your  place.  Each  participant 
represents  many  other  farmers  with 
similar  operations. 

*  It's  confidential.  After  questionnaire 
data  (without  names)  are  fed  into  a 
computer,  the  questionnaires  are  des- 
troyed so  there  is  no  record  of  any  in- 
dividual's answers.  Questionnaires  are 
not  sent  on  to  USDA  in  Washington  or 
shared  with  any  other  government 
agency. 

*  It's  convenient.  Interviewers  will  come 
to  your  home  and  can  schedule  or  re- 
schedule surveys  at  a  time  convenient 
to  you.  You  may  need  to  refer  to  your 
own  farm  records  for  some  of  the  in- 
formation, so  it  would  help  to  have 
records  handy  for  the  survey. 

*  It's  important.  Policymakers,  farm 
groups,  and  the  public  must  be  in- 
formed of  how  changing  regulations, 
input  costs,  returns,  and  technology 
affect  the  agricultural  economy. 

*  It's  really  the  only  way.  A  survey  of  a 
carefully  selected  sample  of  farmers  is 
the  most  accurate  and  economical  way 
to  obtain  this  information.  Mathema- 
tical models  and  computer  simulations 
are  important  tools  for  farm  analysts, 
but  even  they  depend  on  a  "real 
world"  data  base— in  other  words,  in- 
formation from  farmers  themselves. 

If  you  want,  your  state  office  will 
gladly  send  you  a  summary  of  the  survey 
results.  Just  ask  the  person  who  conducts 
the  interview.  Results  will  also  be  re- 
flected in  USDA's  estimates  of  farm  in- 
come, farm  sector  debts  and  assets, 
costs  of  production,  parity  ratios,  and 
other  vital  economic  statistics  that  are 
published  in  farm  magazines  and  news- 
papers and  USDA  reports. 
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IN  THE  FELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  1984  FREEZE   DAMAGED    CROP  AND    OUTLOOK 
FOR  THE  LOUISIANA  CANE  CROP  OF  1985 


(The  following  paper  was  presented  at   the   American   Society    of   Sugar  Cane 
Technologists    Meeting,   Louisiana   Division,  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  on  February 

8,  1985.) 


At  the  February  2,  1984  ASSCT  - 
Louisiana  Division  Meeting,  this  speaker 
indicated  how  the  U.S.  Sugar  Act,  se- 
vere freezes,  and  hurricanes  affected  the 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  crop.  Data  on 
freezes,  hurricanes,  acreage,  and  sugar 
and  cane  production  data  were  given. 
The  1956  crop  year  was  highlighted 
because  acreage  controls  under  the  U.S. 
Sugar  Act  restricted  Louisiana  cane 
growers  in  that  year  to  only  74  percent 
of  the  cane  acreage  grown  before  re- 
strictions were  imposed.  The  effect  of 
two  severe  freezes  in  1962,  the  ravages 
of  Hurricanes  Hilda  in  1964  and  Betsv 
in  1965,  and  the  November  3,  1966 
freeze  were  also  mentioned. 

The  big  question  at  that  time  was 
what  effect  the  Christmastime  198:3 
freeze  would  have  on  the  1984  cane 
crop.  Temperature  data  supplied  by  Dr. 
Tames  Irvine  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane 
Field  Station  in  Houma,  La.,  indicated 
temperatures  received  during  tin's  freeze 
were  not  too  differnt  from  the  January 
1962  freeze.  This  speaker  indicated  there 
would  be  adverse  effects  on  the  1984 
crop  from  the  Christmastime  1983  freeze, 
hut  the  exact  amount  would  be  depen- 
dent to  a  great  extent  upon  the  weather 


in  February  and  March.  There  were  few 
doubts  at  this  meeting  that  the  parishes 
of  Point  Coupee  and  West  Baton  Rouge 
were  more  severely  hurt  than  all  other 
parishes,  and  Iberville,  St.  Martin,  and 
Iberia  Parishes  would  also  incur  serious 
losses. 

Light  textured  soil  of  Point  Coupee 
and  West  Baton  Rouge  Parishes  were 
more  severely  affected  than  all  other 
parishes.  Although  Iberville  Parish  su- 
stained substantial  losses,  Iberia  and  St. 
Martin  Parishes  suffered  losses  equal  to, 
or  greater  than,  Iberville  Parish. 

It  is  enough  to  say  weather  through 
mid-April  following  the  1983  Christmas- 
time freeze  was  nearly  as  bad  on  cane 
in  the  ground  as  the  severe  freeze.  These 
two  adverse  weather  conditions  were 
responsible  for  the  13.2  percent  plow 
out  in  acreage. 

It  can  be  said,  however,  that  growing 
conditions  after  April  through  October 
must  have  been  fairly  good  in  order  to 
have  produced  24.6  gross  tons  of  cane 
nor  acre.  This  is  true  when  considering 
that  many  acres  of  fairly  poor  stubble 
cane  were  kept  in  order  to  have  enough 
c  uk1  for  the  mills. 
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October  was  unusually  warm,  allow- 
ing a  minimum  of  12  inches  of  cane 
growth  throughout  the  cane  area,  which 
added  to  cane  yields  but  materially  re- 
tarded maturity. 

Until  the  severe  freeze  of  January  20, 
1985,  this  paper  would  have  been  mostly 
a  discussion  of  history.  Because  of  this 
latest  freeze,  however,  there  are  serious 
doubts  about  the  outcome  of  the  crop 
now  in  the  field.  Generally,  however, 
most  growers  and  this  speaker,  as  well 
as  others,  are  more  optimistic  about  the 
outcome  of  this  cane  crop  compared  to 
the  outcome  of  the  1984  crop  following 
the  Christmastime  1983  freeze. 

Point  Coupee  and  West  Baton  Rouge 
Parishes,  because  of  the  large  amounts 
of  light  texture  soils,  will  probably  be 
more  severly  injured  than  other  parishes 
from  this  freeze,  but  not  as  badly  as  in 
1984.  Other  parishes  hurt  badly  in  1984 
will  probably  suffer  again  this  year,  but 
probably  not  to  the  extent  damaged  in 
1984.  No  one  at  this  time  can  be  certain 
of  the  effects  of  this  freeze  on  this  crop. 
The  foregoing  optimism  comparing  the 
two  crops  are  somewhat  guesses.  By  the 
end  of  February  more  will  be  known 
and  only  by  the  end  of  April  will  most 
of  the  facts  be  known. 

There  are  a  few  reasons  for  more 
optimism  about  the  effects  of  the  Janu- 
ary 20,  1985  freeze  on  this  crop  as  com- 
pared to  the  Christmastime  freeze  of 
1983  as  it  affected  the  1984  crop.  An  im- 
pressive fact  is  that  there  is  more  plant 
cane  now  than  there  was  in  1984.  Plant 
cane  is  not  usually  hurt  as  badly  from 
freezes  as  stubble  cane.  Another  helpful 
factor  was  more  moisture  in  soil  for  the 
January  1985  freeze  than  for  the  Christ- 
mastime 1983  freeze.  Certainly  there  was 
less  erosion  off  the  tops  of  rows  both  in 
plant  and  stubble  cane.  This  should  be  a 
big  plus  for  growers  in  light  soil  areas. 
Of  importance  also,  is  the  fact  that  in- 
jury last  year  called  attention  to  the 
need  for  a  better  job  of  planting  and 
covering. 

Attached  are  copies  of  freeze  data  for 
1962,  1983,  and  1985,  supplied  by  Dr. 
R.  D.  Breaux,  U.S.D.A.  Sugar  Cane  Field 
Station,  Houma,  Louisiana 


Also  attached  is  a  table  entitled 
Comparison  of  Freeze  Effects  on  1962 
and  1984  crops. 

On  the  freeze  data  sheet,  please  note 
the  low  temperature  and  the  hours  of 
duration  below  freezing  air  temperature. 

In  1962  the  low  at  the  USDA  Houma 
Station  was  12° F,  in  1983  the  low  was 
13.5  °F,  and  in  1985  the  low  was  13  °F. 
The  duration  at  or  below  freezing  was 
64  hours  in  1962,  59  hours  in  1983  and 
52  hours  in  1985. 

On  the  table  "Comparison  of  Freeze 
Effects  on  1962  and  1984  Crops",  please 
note  total  sugar  production,  acreage  for 
sugar,  acreage  for  seed,  gross  tons  of 
cane  per  acre,  and  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  for  each  of  the  crops. 

Total  sugar  production  in  both  1962 
and  in  1984  dropped  badly  following 
both  freezes.  From  a  percentage  stand- 
point the  1962  crop  dropped  slightly 
more  than  the  1984  crop  comparing  both 
crops  to  the  crops  preceeding  the  freeze. 

Losses  in  acreage  for  sugar  were 
greater  in  1984  as  compared  to  1983 
when  compared  to  losses  between  the 
two  years  1961  and  1962. 

In  both  years  1962  and  in  1984  more 
seed  was  used  in  order  to  plant  the 
acreage  plowed  out  because  of  the 
freezes.  However,  a  large  amount  of  the 
additional  seed  used  in  1962  was  to  in- 
crease total  acreage  substantially  for  the 
1963  crop. 

There  was  a  greater  loss  in  gross  tons 
of  cane  per  acre,  in  sugar  per  acre,  and 
in  sugar  per  gross  ton  in  1962  from  the 
Tanuary  freeze  that  year  as  compared  to 
losses  in  1984  resulting  from  the  Christ- 
mastime 1983  freeze. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  hoped  warm,  dry 
weather  will  prevail  and  once  both 
plant  and  stubble  cane  begin  growing,  it 
will  not  be  killed  back  by  additional 
freezes.  If  this  happens  these  conditions 
would  materially  lessen  the  chances  of 
damages  from  the  January  20,  1985 
severe  freeze. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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*  FREEZE  DATA  1962,  1983,  1985 

January,  1962  Freeze 

Duration  was  64  hours  below  freezing 
air  temperature  followed  by  5  hours 
barely  above  freezing  followed  by  15 
more  hours  32°  or  below. 

The  following  minimum  temperature 
data  were  recorded  for  the  January  1962 
freeze: 

January  8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


32° 
26° 
15° 
12° 
15° 
18° 
45° 


December,  1983  Freeze 

Duration   was    5.9   hours   with   below 
freezing  air  temperatures  from  12  mid- 


night on  December  23  to  11:00  AM  on 
December  26. 

The  following  minimum  temperature 
data  were  recorded  for  the  December 
1983  freeze: 


December 


23 
24 

25 

26 

27 


35° 

24° 

13.5° 

16° 

29° 


January,  1985  Freeze 

Duration  was  52  hours  with  below 
freezing  air  temperatures  from  7:00  AM 
January  20  to  11:00  AM  on  January  22. 
The  following  minimum  temperature 
data  were  recorded  for  the  January  1985 
freeze: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 


January 


36° 
31° 
13° 
20° 

27° 


FREEZE   DATA    SUPPLIED  BY   DR.    R.    D.    BREAUX,    USDA    HOUMA    SUGAR    CANE 
FIELD  STATION. 


COMPARISON  OF  FREEZE  EFFECTS    ON    1962    AND    1984  CROPS 


Item 

1961 

1962 

%  Change 
(1961-62) 

1983 

1984 

%  Change 
(1983-84) 

Sugar  Production 
(1000  Tons) 

650 

472 

-27.4 

606 

455 

-25.0 

Acreage  for  Sugar 
(1000  Acres) 

277 

254 

-  8.5 

245 

205 

-16,3 

Acreage  for  Seed 
(1000  Acres) 

22.0 

29.7 

+  35.0 

20.0 

25.0 

+  20.0 

Total  Acres 
(1000  Acres) 

299 

283 

-   5,3 

265 

230 

- 13.2 

Cross  Ton  Cane 
Per  Acre 

27.6 

22.7 

- 17.7 

26.7 

24.6 

-   7.9 

Lbs.  Sugar  Per  Acre 

4,688 

3,688 

-20.6 

4,947 

4,439 

- 10,3 

Lbs.  Sugar  Per 

169.9 

162.5 

-  4.4 

185.3 

180.4 

-   2.6 

( uoss  Ton 

Lloyd  L.  Lauden  -  ASCI 

, _  2/8/85 
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SlNBAR  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


1 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


1985  FARM  BILL  UPDATE 

President  Reagan  presented  his  pro- 
posed fiscal  year  1986  budget  to  Con- 
gress February  4.  Included  in  the  pro- 
posed budget  are  plans  to  cut  outlays 
for  farm  programs  from  $18.3  billion  in 
the  current  fiscal  year  to  $10.9  billion 
in  fiscal  1986.  Over  the  period  of  fiscal 
year  1986  to  1990,  reported  changes  in 
farm  programs  would  reduce  estimated 
outlays  of  $73  billion  by  $39  billion. 
Although  the  Administration's  plan  for 
1985  farm  legislation  has  not  been 
officially  announced,  reportedly  two  key 
elements  of  current  farm  programs  — 
price  support  loans  and  target  prices  — 
would  be  altered  in  an  effort  to  try  and 
tie  them  more  closely  to  market  prices. 

From  various  reports  and  briefings, 
it  appears  the  Administration  will  offer 
the  following  major  provisions  under  the 
sugar  title  of  the  farm  bill: 

(1)  For  crop  years  1986  and  1987,  a 
loan  program  is  established  to  pro- 
cessors at  the  rate  of  18  cents  and 
16  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 
Nonrecourse  loans  will  be  available 
up  to  $200,000.  Any  loans  above  that 
limit  would  be  recourse.  (This  limit 
is  proposed  for  all  commodity  loan 
programs. ) 

(2)  Nonrecourse  loans  must  be  repaid 
in  the  same  marketing  (fiscal)  year 
they  are  made  to  processor. 

(3)  For  crop  year  1988  and  thereafter, 
a  direct  payment  program  to  growers 
is  established,  in  lieu  of  a  loan  pro- 
gram, whereby  the  payment  rate  will 
be  the  difference  between  the  na- 
tional season  average  price  and  the 
established  price.  The  established 
price  would  be  140  for  1988,  120  for 
1989,  and  100  for  1990.  In  1991  and 
thereafter  the  established  price 
would  be  75%  of  the  3-year  moving 
average  of  U.S.  Market  prices. 

The  Administration  also  plans  to  try 
and  reduce  the  payment  limitation  from 


the  current  $50,000  to  $20,000  in  1986, 
$15,000  in  1987,  and  $10,000  in  1988. 

IMPORTS  OF  SUGAR  BLENDS 
RESTRICTED 

President  Reagan  signed  a  proclama- 
tion January  28  imposing  emergency 
quotas  on  certain  blended  sugar  imports. 
The  President  also  requested  the  Inter- 
national Trade  Commission  to  investi- 
gate the  situation,  but  said  the  quotas 
should  be  imposed  without  waiting  for 
the  ITC  recommendations.  Imports  of 
three  categories  of  sugar  mixtures  and 
blends  will  be  limited  to  94,000  short 
tons,  actual  weight,  per  fiscal  year. 

Imports  of  sweetened  cocoa  products 
will  be  limited  to  1,000  short  tons 
through  September  30;  pancake  flours 
and  mixes  will  be  limited  to  2,500  tons; 
and  other  mixtures  of  sugar  and  dex- 
trose, including  iced  tea  mixes,  will  be 
limited  to  28,000  tons. 

Beginning  October  1,  1985,  annual 
quotas  for  sweetened  cocoa  products 
will  be  limited  to  3,000  tons  per  year, 
pancake  flours  and  mixes  will  be  limited 
to  7,000  tons  per  year;  and  a  category 
called  "edible  preparations,  under  5% 
butterfat"  (including  mixtures  of  sugar 
and  dextrose,  and  iced  tea  mixes),  will 
be  limited  to  84,000  tons  per  year.  The 
quotas  will  not  applv  to  products  im- 
ported before  the  effective  date  of  the 
proclamation. 


SUGAR  IMPORT  DUTY  REDUCED 

President  Reagan  signed  a  proclama- 
tion January  31  reducing  the  import  duty 
from  2.8125  cents  per  pound  for  raw 
sugar  to  the  legal  minimum  of  0.625 
cents  per  pound.  The  import  duty  for 
refined  sugar  was  similarly  reduced  from 
2.9S125  to  0.6625  cents  per  pound.  The 
change  in  duty  affects  five  countries 
currently  shipping  sugar  to  the  U.S. 
under  quota— Australia,  Brazil,  the  Phili- 
ppines,  Canada  and  South   Africa. 
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RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

JANUARY,  1985 

WORLD  DOMESTIC 

DATE                                                                     SPOT  SPOT 

#11  #12 

Tuesday,  January  1  HOLIDAY 

Wednesday,  January  2  3.24  20.67 

Thursday,  January  3  3.17  20.63 

Friday,  January  4  3.19  20.60 

Saturday,  January  5  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  January  6  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  January  7 3.41  20.63 

Tuesday,  January  8  3.34  20.62 

Wednesday,  January  9 3.33  20.61 

Thursday,  January  10  3.46  20.69 

Friday,  January  11   .___           3.66  20.74 

Saturday,  January  12  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  January  13  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  January  14  3.82  20.75 

Tuesday,  January  15  3.86  20.83 

Wednesday,  January  16  3.86  20.69 

Thursday,  January  17  3.59  20.77 

Friday,  January   18  3.50  20.85 

Saturday,   January  19  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  January  20  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  January  21  3.61  20.87 

Tuesday,  January  22  3.58  20.83 

Wednesday,  January  23  3.59  20.80 

Thursday,  January  24  3.50  20.75 

Friday,   January  25  3.85  20.73 

Saturday,  January  26  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  January  27  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  January  28 3.84  20.71 

Tuesday,  January  29  3.78  20.72 

Wednesday,  January  30 3.91  20.74 

Thursday,  January  31  3.80  20.57 

Monthly  Average                                                    3.59  20.72 

Editor's  note:  The  #12  domestic  spot  price  average   for  the   month  of  December,    1984   in   the 
January  15  Sugar  Bulletin  was   incorrect.   The   correct  average  price  should  be  21.10. 
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GILLIS     LONG 

Written  by  Don  Wallace 
January  22,  1985 


Charlie  Hodson  called  me  at  home  early  Monday  morning, 
January  21.  He  told  me  the  New  Orleans  television  stations  were  re- 
porting Gillis  Long  had  died  last  night.  I  had  a  feeling  of  emptiness.  I 
thought  of  all  the  times  we  had  met  on  the  subject  that  is  so  important 
to  all  of  us  —  sugar.  I  thought  of  Cathy,  his  wife,  who  I  have  always 
thought  was  such  a  gracious  lady.  I  thought  of  his  staff,  all  of  whom  I 
have  gotten  to  know  and  appreciate.  Gillis  was  a  very  detailed  person, 
and  had  an  excellent  staff. 

And  then,  I  guess  selfishly,  I  thought  of  how  all  of  us  in  sugar, 
not  just  Louisiana,  but  beet  and  cane  producers  from  all  over  the 
United  States  were  going  to  miss  his  guidance,  hard  work,  and  ex- 
tremely important  position  as  the  Ranking  Democrat  on  the  House 
Rules  Committee.  The  Rules  Committee  is  die  committee  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  determines  what  legislation  will  be  considered 
by  the  House,  how  long  it  will  be  debated  and  what  amendments  will 
be  in  order.  Gillis  was  in  a  position  to  use,  and  he  did  use,  his  power 
on  the  Rules  Committee  to  protect  sugar  from  amendments  that  could 
cripple  or  kill  the  sugar  program.  When  it  came  to  sugar,  Gillis  was 
always  fighting  as  long  and  hard  and  as  effectively  as  anyone  could 
ask.  And  so,  lor  all  of  us  who  have  a  stake,  in  fact  a  livelihood,  in 
sugar,  I  say,  thank  you  Gillis  Long  —  you  were  a  true  friend. 
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to  lock  out 

grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

AsuB&x 

HERBICIDE 


® 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 


Outlook  -  Dr.  R.D.  Breaux 
Dr.  Mike  Grishman 


There  is  a  greater  amount  of  optimism 
among  Louisiana  cane  growers  concern- 
ing the  probability  of  producing  accept- 
able cane  stands  this  year  as  compared 
to  the  same  period  in  1984.  A  number 
of  agents  in  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service,  researchers  in  Louisi- 
ana State  Experiment  Station  as  well  as 
researchers  working  at  the  U.S.D.A. 
Houma  Sugar  Cane  Field  Station  are 
more  optimistic  about  the  probability  of 
stands  at  this  time,  February  22,  as  com- 
pared to  the  same  period  in  1984. 

In  a  recent  report,  Dr.  Donald  B. 
Fontenot  of  the  L.S.U.  Extension  Serv- 
ice, indicated  that  examinations  of  stub- 
ble cane  pieces  in  parishes  that  had  ex- 
perienced severe  freeze  damage  in  1984 
showed  both  pieces  and  buds  are  better 
now.  Dr.  Fontenot  also  indicated,  that 
although  there  was  some  damage  in  a 
few  fields,  good  weather  through  March 
could  do  much  to  make  these  stands 
adequate. 

Most  cane  growers  have  known  Dr. 
Dick  Breaux  of  the  U.S.D.A.  Houma 
Station  for  many  years.  Dick  has  been 
Research  Leader  for  the  sugar  cane 
breeding  program  at  the  Houma  station 
for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Baton 
Rouge,  moved  to  Hardware  Plantation 
between  Oaklawn  and  Sterling  Sugar 
factories  on  the  outskirts  of  Franklin, 
La.  at  the  age  of  seven  days.  He 
attended  public  schools  in  Franklin,  La., 
received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  in 
1949,  a  Master's  from  L.S.U.  in  Agro- 
nomy in  1951  and  a  Ph.D.  in  Agronomy 
in  1953.  He  spent  the  years  1954  and 
1955  in  the  U.S.  Army,  after  which  he 
worked  in  the  cane  variety  program  at 
L.S.U.  until  1959.  Dick  transferred  to  the 
U.S.D.A.  Station  at  Houma  in  1959  and 
has  been  recently  appointed  Laboratory 
Director  of  the  Station  and  continues  as 
Leader  of  the  cane  breeding  program. 
Congratulations  to  Dr.   Breaux  for  this 


appointment  and  particularly  for  the 
outstanding  service  rendered  to  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry. 

For  a  boy  brought  up  on  a  home 
located  in  the  middle  of  a  cane  field  and 
from  Franklin,  La.,  he  has  come  a  long 
way,  is  this  writer's  comment.  When 
told  of  his  accomplishment  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment,  Dr.  Breaux  said, 
"it  is  all  of  the  outstanding  researchers 
and  technical  staff  here  at  the  Station 
that  have  made  the  contribution  to  the 
sugar  industry,  I  have  been  only  a  part 
of  that  team". 

Speaking  about  a  team,  there  is  a  new 
man  on  the  U.S.D.A.  Houma  Station 
team.  His  name  is  Mike  Grishman.  Mike 
recently  joined  the  staff  of  the  U.S.D.A. 
Sugar  Cane  Laboratory  as  a  plant  path- 
ologist. A  native  of  Arkansas,  Mike 
moved  to  Houma  from  College  Station, 
Texas,  where  he  taught  Plant  Pathology 
and  conducted  research  at  Texas  A&M 
University.  Mike  graduated  from  Ouac- 
hita Baptist  University  with  a  B.S.  in 
Biology  and  received  degrees  in  plant 
pathology  and  plant  breeding  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota.  Previous  research 
has  included  studies  of  turfgrass  and 
vegetable  diseases.  He  has  participated 
in  breeding  programs  and  conducted 
research  in  chemical  and  cultural  con- 
trol of  diseases.  Current  research  will  in- 
clude field-oriented  applied  as  well  as 
basic  research  on  those  diseases  affect- 
ing sugar  cane  productivity.  He  will 
participate  with  other  members  of  the 
Sugar  Cane  Protection  team  in  determin- 
ing interactions  among  diseases,  insects, 
and  weed  pests  and  their  effects  on 
crop  yield.  Data  on  varietal  disease  re- 
sistance will  be  collected  for  candidate 
varieties  in  the  sugar  cane  breeding  pro- 
gram. 

Mike  is  married  and  has  two  children, 
a  son,  age  11,  and  a  daughter,  age  3. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


REAGAN  ADMINISTRATION 
ANNOUNCES  1985 
FARM  BILL  PROPOSAL 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
unveiled  on  February  22  proposed  legis- 
lation which  the  Reagan  Administration 
will  forward  to  Congress.  According  to 
Block,  the  overall  focus  of  the  proposal, 
called  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act 
of  1985,  is  to  create  a  relatively  stable 
and  predictable  policy  environment  so 
that  farmers  can  make  more  educated 
investment  and  production  decisions 
based  upon  realistic  market  signals.  He 
said  the  proposal  charts  a  market- 
oriented  route  for  agriculture  which  will 
allow  farmers  to  rely  more  on  the  market 
rather  than  the  government  for  their  in- 
come. Two  key  elements  of  current  farm 
programs  which  would  change  under  the 
new  proposal  are  as  follows:  ( 1) Beginn- 
ing in  1986,  loans  made  on  all  program 
commodities  will  be  nonrecourse  up  to  a 
crop  year  limit  of  $200,000  per  producer 
which  means  the  commodities  may  be 
forfeited  to  the  government  in  full  satis- 
faction of  a  producer's  loan  obligation. 
Amounts  above  $200,000,  however,  would 
be  recourse  loans  which  means  a  pro- 
ducer would  be  required  to  repay  the 
full  value  of  the  loan  plus  interest;  and 
(2) All  direct  payments  for  commodities 
covered  by  the  bill  will  be  limited  to 
$20,000  per  person  in  1986,  $15,000  per 
person  in  1987,  and  $10,000  per  person 
in   1988  and  succeeding  years. 

The  major  provisions  of  the  sugar  title 
under  the  Administration  proposal  are  as 
follows: 

(l)Beginning  with  crop  year  1986,  com- 
modity loans  are  available  at  the  rate 
of  12  cents  per  pound,  or  75  percent 
of  the  3-year  moving  average  of  the 
U.S.  market  prices,  whichever  is 
lower. 
(2)Loans  must  be  repaid  in  the  same 
fiscal  year  they  are  made  to  pro- 
cessors. 
(3)  Nonrecourse  loans  are  available  to 
any  processor  at  a  level  to  reflect 
not  more  than  $200,000  per  producer. 
Loans  in  excess  of  $200,000  per  pro- 
ducer are  recourse. 


(4)The  Secretary  shall  establish  a  separ- 
ate loan  and  target  price  rates  for 
beet  and  cane  sugar. 

(5) For  crop  year  1986  and  thereafter, 
establish  a  direct  payment  program 
to  growers  will  be  established.  The 
payment  rate  will  be  the  difference 
between  the  national  season  average 
price  and  the  established  price.  The 
established  price  will  be  set  at  the 
following  levels: 


Crop  Year 

Established  Price* 

—  Cents  per  lb.**  — 

1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 

180 
160 
140 
120 
120 

As  percentage  of  3-year  mov- 
ing average  US  market  prices 

1991 
Thereafter 

75% 
75% 

*  Due  to  the  low  world  market  price  for  sugar 
in  recent  years,  the  payment  rate  is  phased 
down  in  2-cent  increments  in  order  to  pro- 
vide an  effective  transition  to  a  3-year  mov- 
ing average  of  U.S.  market  prices. 

**Or  75%  of  three-year  moving  average,  which- 
ever is  higher. 

The  Administration's  announcement  of 
its  proposal  is  only  the  first  step  in  a 
long  legislative  process  before  final  en- 
actment of  a  new  law.  Congress  will  be- 
gin its  deliberations  on  new  farm  legisla- 
tion and  most  likely  several  bills  will  be 
introduced  by  various  members  of  Con- 
gress. Also,  the  Senate  and  House  Agri- 
culture Committees  will  begin  holding 
hearings  on  the  Administration  proposal 
and  any  others  which  may  be  introduced. 

HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  COMPLETES 
ORGANIZATION 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
completed  its  formal  organization  for  the 
99th  Congress.  Representative  Kika  de  la 
Garza (D-Tex.) was    reelected   as  Chair- 

( Continued  on  page  10) 
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SlNE/utthis  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR1 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


BLfFU 
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AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  SUGAR  CANE 
TECHNOLOGISTS  ELECTS  NEW  OFFICERS 


ASSCT  officers  for  the  coming  year  are:  (from  left)  Or,  Charley  Richard,  outgoing  President; 
Roland  Talbot,  Agricultural  Section  Chairman;  Ben  Legendre,  Chairman  At  Large;  Ronnie 
Blanchard,  President;  "Skeeter"  Engolio,  Manufacturing  Section  Chairman;  Harold  Birkett, 
1st  Vice-President;  Danny  Viator,  2nd  Vice-President;  and  Dr.  Lowell  McCormick,  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. 


Windell  Jackson,  League  Agronomist,  was  Chairman  of  the  Agricultural  Section  at  the  ASSCT 
meeting,  held  February  7  and  S  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Dr.  Charley  Richard,  League  Agronomist,  is  shown  here  in  his 
role  as  outgoing  President  of  the  ASSCT.  Macon  Edwards  is 
shown  at  right. 


Macon  Edwards  is  shown  giving 
the  keynote  address  at  the  Thurs- 
day evening  banquet.  Edwards  is 
a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Wallace 
and  Edwards,  the  League's  Wash- 
ington representative. 


Louisiana  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Bob 
Odom  gave  a  short  address  to  the  Agricultural 
Section. 
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FERTILIZER  AND  SOIL  FERTILITY  PRACTICES 
FOR  SUGAR  CANE  IN  LOUISIANA,  19851/ 


General  fertilizer  and  soil  fertility  re- 
commendations are  made  annually  for 
use  when  results  from  soil  tests  are  not 
available.  These  recommendations  are 
based  on  research  results  obtained  by 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station.  Growers  are  encouraged  to  base 
their  fertilization  program  on  soil  test 
results. 

Research  has  not  shown  that  additions 
of  micronutrients— iron,  manganese,  zinc, 
copper,  boron,  and  molybdenum— are 
needed  for  sugar  cane  production  in 
Louisiana. 

A  cane  grower  should  consult  the 
county  agent  before  use  of  fertilizer  and 
soil  fertility  practices  not  mentioned  in 
these  recommendations. 


Sources  and  Rates  of  Application 

Solid  or  liquid  fertilizers  are  about 
equal  in  their  effectiveness  for  produc- 
tion of  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana.  The  per- 
acre  cost  of  purchasing  and  applying 
should  be  considered  in  selecting  ferti- 
lizer materials.  The  source  of  sulphur 
should  be  one  that  is  in  the  sulphate 
form  or  readily  changes  to  that  form. 

Response  to  fertilizer  by  stubble  cane 
is  usually  higher  than  response  by  plant 
cane.  Stubble  cane  grown  on  heavy  soils 
(silty  clay  loam  and  clay)  normally  re- 
sponds to  higher  recommended  levels  of 
nitrogen  than  cane  grown  on  light  soils 
(sandy  loam  and  silt  loam).  Response 
to  applied  phosphorus  and  sulphur  is 
most  likely  on  the  heavy  soils,  even 
though  soil  tests  may  be  high.  Response 


by  stubble  cane  to  potassium  normally 
occurs  on  light  soils.  Yields  generally 
decrease  with  age  of  crop  during  the 
normal  cane  cycle. 

Fertilizer  prices  are  expected  to  be 
about  at  the  1984  levels  and  supplies 
should  be  adequate.  Growers  should 
continue  to  do  a  good  job  in  timing  and 
method  of  application.  The  use  of  potash 
on  light  soils  which  test  medium  low  to 
low  in  exchangeable  potassium  has  in- 
creased the  net  yield  of  cane  and  sugar 
per  acre  with  stubble  cane  of  all  vari- 
eties, and  with  plant  cane  to  a  lesser 
extent.  In  stubble  cane  of  high  sucrose 
varieties  additional  sugar  yields  per  acre 
have  been  found  due  to  the  beneficial 
effect  of  potash  on  sucrose  content  or 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  especially  during 
the  first  half  of  the  harvest  season. 

Recommended  rates  of  nitrogen(N), 
phosphate  (P205),  potash  (K20),  and 
sulphur  (S)  are  contained  in  Table  1. 
Where  growers  apply  nitrogen  at  rates 
higher  than  those  recommended,  potash 
should  also  be  applied  at  an  increased 
rate. 

Seed  Cane  for  All  Areas 

Higher  than  normal  amounts  of  ferti- 
lizer should  be  used  for  seed  cane  pro- 
duction. 


Time  and  Method  of  Application 

Spring 

Fertilizer  should  be  applied  in  the 
spring  as  a  vertical  band  to  a  depth  of 
6  to  12  inches  on  both  sides  of  the  row. 


l  /Prepared  by  Olen  D.  Curtis  and  Donald  B.   Fontenot,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Serv- 
iee  and  Ray  Rieaud,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
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Research  shows  that  yields  tend  to  be 
higher  if  the  fertilizer  is  applied  at  re- 
commended rates  in  April  or  early  May 
rather  than  earlier  in  the  season. 

Interest  in  broadcasting  phosphorus 
and  potassium  fertilizers  has  been  on  the 
increase  during  recent  years  because  of 
economical  reasons,  both  cost  and  time. 
A  brief  discussion  on  broadcasting  may 
be  helpful. 

Phosphorus  —  Broadcast  application  of 
phosphorus  fertilizer  should  not  be  made 
if  the  pH  value  of  your  soil  is  below  5.0 
and  the  soil  test  for  phosphorus  is  low. 
At  low  pH  values,  especially  below  5.5, 
phosphorus  becomes  fixed  in  forms  not 
available  to  growing  plants.  On  soils 
with  pH  values  of  6.0,  testing  medium  in 
phosphorus,  broadcast  application  could 
be  made.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
the  efficiency  of  phosphorus  fertilizer 
uptake  is  usually  lower  for  broadcast 
applied  than  for  band  applied  phos- 
phorus. Therefore  increasing  the  rate  of 
applied  phosphorus  fertilizer  by  20-25 
percent  should  be  considered. 

Potassium  —  On  most  soils  in  the  sugar 
cane  area,  broadcast  application  of  po- 
tassium should  provide  good  results. 

Before  recommendations  are  made  for 
broadcast  fertilizer  application,  addi- 
tional research  is  needed.  If  you  decide 
to  try  broadcast  application  of  fertilizer, 
it  is  suggested  that  the  fertilizer  be 
applied  after  cane  has  been  off-barred 
and  before  rebuilding  the  row.  This  will 
result  in  a  semi-banding  of  fertilizer. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


Split  Application  of  Nitrogen 

When  rates  of  nitrogen  at  120  pounds 
or  more  per  acre  are  used,  split  applica- 
tions may  be  beneficial.  About  two-thirds 
of  the  nitrogen  should  be  applied  in  the 
spring  and  the  remainder  during  June. 
The  second  application  may  be  injected 
near  the  bottom  of  the  middle  or  may  be 
applied  broadcast  aerially.  Ammonium 
nitrate  is  usually  a  better  source  of 
nitrogen  than  urea  when  applied  broad- 
cast on  the  soil  surface. 

When  a  late  application  of  nitrogen  is 
made  on  early  cane,  satisfactory  sucrose 
may  be  delayed  approximately  10  days. 

Fall 

Fall  fertilization  with  nitrogen  is  not 
recommended.  Fertilizer  efficiency  for 
fall  application  of  phosphorus  and  po- 
tassium is  usually  much  less  than  for 
spring  application. 

Soil  Fertility  Practices 

Liming 

Where  the  soil  pH  is  below  5.5,  lime 
should  be  used  according  to  soil  test 
recommendations.  Liming  materials  may 
include  agricultural  limestone,  dolomitic 
limestone  and  cement  kiln  dust.  In  addi- 
tion to  raising  the  soil  pH,  cement  kiln 
dust  supplies  enough  additional  potas- 
sium for  the  plant  cane  crop  and  enough 
additional  sulphur  for  the  plant  cane  and 
two  stubble  crops. 

Gypsum 

By-product  gypsum  (hydrated  calcium 
sulphate )  is  recommended  for  application 
in  areas  of  production  where  a  response 
to  sulphur  may  occur. 

It  should  be  applied  broadcast  at  rates 
of  three-fourths  to  one  ton  per  acre  on 
medium-heavy  soils  during  the  fallow 
year  prior  to  planting,  or  in  late  winter 
prior  to  appreciable  growth  of  the  first 
stubble  crop. 

Sources  of  by-product  gypsum  are  avail- 
able in  Louisiana.  If  the  by-product  gyp- 
sum is  applied  at  rates  recommended, 
annual  maintenance  fertilizer  sulphur 
shown  in  Table  I  would  not  be  needed. 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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TABLE    I 


SUGGESTED  FERTILIZATION  FOR  SUGAR  CANE  WHEN 
SOIL  TEST  RESULTS  ARE  NOT  AVAILABLEl/ 

PLANT  NUTRIENTS  IN  LBS /ACRES 


Soil 
Areas 

Soil  - 
Type 

N 

p2o5 

K.O 

S 

Miss. 
Bayou 

River  & 
i  Lafourche 

Light 
Heavy 

80-100 
100-120 

-      PLANT 

0 

0 

CANE       - 

40-60 
0 

0 
0 

Light 
Heavy 

120-140 
140-160 

-      STUBBLE 
0 
20-40 

CANE      - 

60-80 
0 

0 
12-242/ 

Bayou  Teche 
&  Old  Terrace 

Light 
Heavy 

80-100 
100-120 

-      PLANT 

0-20 
0-20 

CANE       - 

40-60 
30-40 

0 
0 

Light 
Heavy 

120-140 
140-160 

-      STUBBLE 
20-40 
20-40 

CANE      - 

60-80 
40-60 

0 
12-24 

l/For  good  stands,  the  higher  end  of  the  fertilizer  range  should  be  used. 

2 /Some   areas   near  industrial  plants   near  the    Mississippi  River  do  not  need  sulphur, 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

man  and  Representative  Edward  Madi- 
gan(R-Ill.  )will  serve  his  second  term  as 
Ranking  Minority  Member.  The  Commit- 
tee also  elected  Rep.  Thomas  S.  Foley 
(D-Wash.  )as  its  Vice  Chairman.  The 
only  new  Democratic  member  added  to 
the  Committee  is  Richard  H.  Stallings  of 
Idaho.  New  Republican  members  are 
Tom  Lewis  (Fla.),  Bob  Smith  (Ore.), 
Larry  Combest(Tex. )  and  Bill  Schuette 
(Mich.). 

Representative  Jerry  Huckaby(D-La.) 
was  reelected  as  Chairman  of  the  Cotton, 
Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee  and  Rep.  Ar- 
lan  Strangeland  as  its  Ranking  Minority 
Member.  Democratic  members  of  the 
Subcommittee  are:  TaUon(S.C),  Stall- 
ings (Ida.),  Panetta  (Calif.),  Jones 
(Term.),  Rose(N.C),  English  (Okla.), 
Whitley  (N.C.),  Coelho  (Calif.),  and 
Stenholm  (Tex.).  Republican  members 
arc:  Emerson  (Mo.),  Chappie  (Calif.), 
Franklin  (Miss.),  Lewis  (Fla.),  and  Corn- 
best     (Tex.).    The    Subcommittee    will 


handle  the  initial  work  on  drafting  the 
sugar  title  in  the  1985  Farm  Bill. 

SUGAR  IMPORT  FEE  INCREASED 

USDA  announced  the  fee  on  imports 
of  raw  sugar  during  the  January-March 
quarter  of  1985  has  been  adjusted  up- 
ward from  0.2875  cents  per  pound  to 
1.2875  cents  per  pound,  effective  Febru- 
ary 12,  1985.  Before  this  year,  the  fee 
had  been  zero  since  late  1982.  The  fee  on 
imports  of  refined  sugar  is  set  by  presi- 
dential proclamation  at  one  cent  per 
pound  above  the  fee  for  raw  sugar.  It 
will  become  2.2875  cents.  Under  a  pro- 
clamation of  March  19,  1984,  whenever 
the  average  of  the  daily  spot  (domestic) 
price  quotations  for  10  consecutive  mar- 
ket days  is  more  than  one  cent  below  the 
market  stabilization  price,  the  fee  then 
in  effect  is  increased  by  one  cent  per 
pound.  The  average  of  the  daily  quota- 
tions for  January  24— February  6  was 
20.565  cents;  the  MSP  is  21.57  cents  with 
a  difference  of  1.005  cents  per  pound, 
leading  to  the  necessity  for  a  within- 
quarter  adjustment. 
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SENCOR/  GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 


^A^ifa*Mct)yi4*j^      til. 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen. 


&«-# 


(^ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020   Florida   Blvd. 

Baton    Rouge,    La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonvillc,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 

TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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You  Are  Invited  To: 

A  NIGHT  OF  APPRECIATION 

HONORING 

LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  19,  1985 

7  P.M. 
THIBODAUX  CIVIC  CENTER 

BOILED  CRAWFISH  AND  BEER 

CASUAL  DRESS 
CONTRIBUTION:     $30  PER  COUPLE 

TICKETS  ARE  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  THE 

LEAGUE  OFFICE  OR  AT  YOUR 

LOCAL  SUGAR  MILL 

(SEE  PAGE  3  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS) 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By 

Thomas  M.  Warner 

A  NIGHT  OF  APPRECIATION  HONORING 
LLOYD  L,  LAUDEN 

After  33  years  of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  Lloyd  L. 
Lauden  will  retire  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  at  the  end 
of  March.  In  order  to  retire  Lloyd  in  a  manner  in  which  he  deserves, 
a  crawfish  boil  will  be  held  on  Friday,  April  19,  at  the  Thibodanx 
Civic  Center.  The  function  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  The  dress  will  be 
casual. 

Tickets  to  the  function  are  $30  per  couple,  and  can  be  purchased 
with  the  form  below  or  at  your  local  sugar  mill.  Please  purchase  your 
tickets  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  can  make  the  proper 
estimates  on  food  and  drink. 

Working  with  Lloyd  for  the  past  12  years  has  been  an  experience. 
It  was  certainly  a  privilege  working  with  someone  who  every  day  eats, 
breathes,  and  lives  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Lloyd  is  totally 
dedicated  to  our  industry,  and  anywhere  he  goes,  he  lets  those  around 
him  know  all  about  our  industry.  I  guess  you  can  call  him  our 
"roving  ambassador". 

Join  with  us  on  Friday,  April  19,  in  honoring  Lloyd  for  his  many 
years  of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 


(  )  Yes,  I  will  attend  the  Night  of  Appreciation 

honoring  Lloyd   L.   Lauden. 

My  check  for  $  is  enclosed  for 

persons. 


(  )  Sorry,    I    will   be    unable    to    attend,    but    I    wish    to    contribute 

the  enclosed   amount   towards  a   gift   for  Lloyd   L.    Lauden. 

Name , 

Address 

City State i__  Zip 

Make  checks  payable  to: 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

and  mail  form  to: 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA      70130 
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IN  THE  FIELD  WITH 
LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

The  Sugar  Cane  Variety  Development  Program 


There  is  no  doubt  the  cane  variety 
development  program  in  Louisiana  is 
second  to  no  other  program  of  its  kind 
in  the  sugar  cane  growing  world  when 
it  comes  to  the  quality  of  the  researchers 
in  the  program  and  the  challenges  with 
which  these  researchers  contend.  Cold, 
wet  winters  are  not  favorable  conditions 
for  stubbling  ability.  Freezes  of  12  °F 
and  13  °F  along  with  durations  of  air 
temperature  below  32 °F  for  52  to  64 
hours  cannot  in  any  way  favor  receiving 
perfect  stands  of  cane  either  from  plant 
or  stubble  cane. 

In  spite  of  the  above  mentioned 
weather  conditions  the  cane  variety  pro- 
gram has  made  considerable  progress 
since  the  middle  1950's.  The  greatest 
progress  has  been  in  sugar  per  ton. 
Even  with  no  increase  in  tons  of  cane 
per  acre,  an  increase  in  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane  has  increased  sugar  per  acre. 
However,  there  has  been  some  progress 
in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  but  it  has  been 
small  when  compared  with  progress  in 
sugar  per  ton. 

In  the  mid  1950's,  it  was  a  rare 
occasion  when  sucrose  content  at  the 
start  of  harvest  was  what  was  called  par. 
Par  usually  meant  12  per  cent  sucrose 
with  76  percent  purity.  A  mill  finishing 
the  crop  with  above  170  lbs.  of  sugar  on 
net  cane  was  considered  good.  C.P.  44- 
101,  C.P.  44-155,  C.P.  36-105,  and  smaller 
amounts  of  C.P.  34-120  and  Co.  290  were 
the  varieties  of  the  day.  Not  one  of  these 
varieties,  even  in  the  earlier  years  of 
release,  could  come  up  to  C.P.  65-357  the 
year  it  was  released  in  1973.  There  is  a 
spread  of  20  or  more  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  in  favor  of  C.P.  65-357. 

Although  much  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  variety  development  pro- 
gram over  the  years,  the  team  effort  of 
L.S.U.,  the  U.S.D.A.  and  the  A.S.C.L. 
reached  a  leveling  off,  or  a  plateau  in 
the  program.  Tin's  plateau  was  reached 
in  the  writers  opinion,  when  C.P.  65-357 


was  released  in  1973.  Certainly  a  num- 
ber of  varieties  have  been  released  since 
1973  but  not  one  of  these  have  been  a 
great  improvement  over  C.P.  65-357 
when  it  was  first  released.  The  variety 
program  must  take  credit  for  developing 
and  releasing  canes  that  were  at  least  as 
good  in  sugar  per  ton  and  per  acre  as 
C.P.  65-357  since  the  plateau  was  reach- 
ed. The  effort  expended  since  1973  was 
in  effect  a  keep  even  fight.  Remember 
it  was  possible,  and  it  is  still  possible, 
to  not  be  able  to  keep  even  in  any 
variety  program. 

What  are  in  the  plans  now  to  jump 
over  the  plateau  or  to  rise  above  the 
C.P.  65-357,  C.P.  70-321  and  other  later 
variety  releases.  A  larger  program,  with 
more  seedlings  set  to  the  fields  at  L.S.U. 
and  at  the  U.S.D.A.  Chacahoula  Farm 
will  increase  the  odds  of  finding  some- 
thing better.  Every  seedling  put  to  the 
field  is  a  separate  and  distinct  potential 
new  variety  of  cane.  Less  than  150,000 
pre  now  being  planted  each  vear  and 
studied.  Both  L.S.U.  and  the  U.S.D.A. 
have  already  made  some  increases  this 
vear  in  the  size  of  the  program  with  the 
facilities  and  funds  on  hand.  Further 
increases  will  necessarily  mean  more  land 
and  greater  funding.  The  League  is  hope- 
ful that  additional  land  can  be  purchased 
next  to  the  Chacahoula  U.S.D.A.  Farm 
and  additional  funds  can  be  gotten  to 
increase  that  oro^ram.  L.S.U.  has  ade- 
quate land.  Funding  for  a  larger  pro- 
gram will  not  be  easy  to  get. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
will  also  have  to  increase  its  input  into 
the  program.  Hopefully,  the  domestic 
sugar  industry  will  be  successful  in  bein<* 
included  in  the  Farm  Bill  at  a  fair  level. 
If  the  industry  is  successful,  this  writer 
believes  acreage  in  cane  in  Louisiana 
will  have  more  income.  With  more  in- 
fO'Dc  the  League  will  be  able  to  increase 
its  innut  into  the  cane  variety  develop- 
ment program, 
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Sinmr  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR" 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


IIPOHJ 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SENATOR  LONG 
ANNOUNCES  RETIREMENT 

Senator  Russell  Long  (D-La.)  made  a 
surprise  announcement  on  February  25 
that  he  would  retire  when  his  term  ex- 
pires at  the  end  of  1986.  Senator  Long 
said,  "Every  senator  should  decide  for 
himself  at  what  point  he  thinks  he 
should  retire  from  the  Senate  if  he  has 
the  good  fortune  to  live  his  term  out. 
After  36  years  I've  made  that  decision. 
It's  that  simple." 

Long  was  elected  to  the  Senate  in 
1948  at  the  age  of  30  and  served  as 
Majority  Whip  between  1965  and  1969. 
He  also  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Sen- 
ate Finance  Committee  for  more  than  14 
years  until  the  Republicans  gained  con- 
trol of  the  Senate  in  1980.  Since  1980 
he  has  been  the  Ranking  Democrat  on 
the  Committee.  Senator  Long  has  always 
been  a  good  friend  and  strong  advocate 
of  the  domestic  sugar  industry.  Through 
his  position  on  the  Finance  Committee 
and  his  many  years  of  experience  in  the 
Senate,  he  has  supported  and  protected 
the  interests  of  the  sugar  producers  and 
processors  in  Louisiana  and  throughout 
the  United  States.  He  will  be  sorely 
missed  by  the  industry  after  his  retire- 
ment. 

WASHINGTON  OFFICE 
RELOCATED 

Wallace  &  Edwards  has  relocated  its 
offices.  The  new  address  is: 

1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW, 
Suite  507,   Washington,   DC   20036. 
The  telephone  number  is  ( 202)331-4331. 

FARM  CREDIT  RELIEF 
MEASURES  ANNOUNCED 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  additional  initiatives  design- 
ed to  further  help  financially  stressed 
farmers.  Some  key  measures  include:  ( 1) 
interest  write-down  option  along  with 
principal  write  down  option.  The  maxi- 
mum guarantee  on  the  principal  write 
down  option  is  90  percent; (2)  USDA 
will  create1  an  emergency  "Credit  Home 
Assistance"  program.  FmTTA  guarantees 


of  up  to  90  percent  on  operating  loans 
will  be  made  to  eligible  producers  pre- 
viously served  by  failed  lending  institu- 
tions. They  will  be  applicable  to  new  crop 
loans  on  a  one-year  basis;  (3)USDA  will 
also  create  special  action  teams  of  train- 
ed FmHA  lending  officers  to  set  up  tem- 
porary offices  in  areas  where  a  commer- 
cial bank  or  Farm  Credit  System  institu- 
tion has  been  liquidated;  and,  (4) 
Treasury  Department  will  work  to  im- 
plement a  policy  to  avoid  supervisory 
actions  that  may  discourage  banks  from 
working  with  farmers  and  small  business 
borrowers  who  are  experiencing  tempor- 
ary difficulties  in  meeting  their  debt 
service  obligations. 

These  and  other  credit  relief  measures 
are  being  implemented  under  current 
law  and  authority.  However,  the  House 
and  Senate  have  passed  farm  credit 
relief  legislation  and  have  sent  the 
measure  to  the  President.  The  President 
vetoed  this  legislation. 


PRODUCERS  PARTICIPATE  IN 
USERS  COLLOQUIUM 

A  panel  of  U.S.  sugar  producers  par- 
ticipated in  the  1985  International  Sweet- 
ener Colloquium  sponsored  by  the  Sugar 
Users  Group.  Panel  participants  were: 
Charles  Shamel,  president  of  a  Minne- 
sota-based beet  sugar  processing  firm; 
John  Bunker,  president  of  California  and 
Hawaiian  Sugar  Company;  F.A.  Graug- 
nard,  Jr.,  president  of  St.  James  Sugar 
Cooperative  in  Louisiana;  John  Boy, 
president  of  a  Florida  raw  cane  sugar 
producing  firm;  and  Charles  Fanucchi, 
a  California  sugarbeet  grower.  According 
to  the  panel,  sugar  prices  in  the  U.S. 
today  are  fair  and  appropriate.  Mr.  Boy 
noted,  "The  U.S.  sugar  program  does  not 
increase  the  price  to  sugar  consumers. 
Indeed,  sugar  is  priced  lower  today  than 
it  was  during  the  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding Congressional  approval  of  the 
sugar  program  in  1981."  According  to 
Graugnard,  U.S.  sugar  producers  are  not 
being  enriched  by  the  current  program. 
"There  are  fewer  producers,  fewer  pro- 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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LOUISIANA  GUIDE  TO  CONTROLLING 

JOHNSONGRASS  AND  ANNUAL  WEEDS 

IN  SUGAR  CANE  -  SPRING  1985V 


A  complete  chemical  program  for 
weed  and  grass  control  can  help  Louisi- 
ana growers  produce  maximum  yields 
of  sugar  cane  when  combined  with 
sound  agronomic  practices,  such  as 
timely  cultivation  to  control  weeds,  se- 
lection of  adapted  varieties  of  cane, 
proper  fertilization,  and  disease  and  in- 
sect control. 

Herbicides  are  expensive,  and  unless 
they  are  applied  properly  and  at  the 
right  time,  they  will  not  provide  maxi- 
mum control  of  weeds.  Spray  equipment 
should  be  in  good  condition,  calibrated 
('several  times  during  a  season)  to  de- 
liver the  proper  dosage,  and  should  pro- 
vide vigorous  agitation  for  wettable 
powders.  Equally  important,  chemicals 
should  be  accurately  measured  or  weigh- 
ed. 

When  ground  equipment  is  used,  herb- 
icides usually  should  be  applied  to  a 
band  over  the  top  of  the  row.  Apply  in 
a  band  30  inches  wide  when  cane  is 
planted  in  drills  up  to  18  inches  in 
width,  and  apply  in  a  band  36  inches 
wide  when  cane  is  planted  to  24-inch  or 
more  widths. 

Unless  stated  otherwise,  rates  for 
herbicides  in  this  guide  are  expressed  as 
the  amount  of  herbicide  required  per 
acre  of  sugar  cane  when  applied  to  a 
30-inch  band  on  72-inch  rows.  An  en- 
closed table  can  be  used  to  select  the 
rate  required  when  herbicides  are  ap- 
plied to  a  wider  band  or  when  other  row 
widths  are  used.  Should  these  pre- 
emergence  herbicides  be  aerially  ap- 
plied, increase  the  band  width  rate  pro- 
portionately to  the  broadcast  rate. 

Fall  application  of  herbicides  for  con- 
trol of  johnsongrass  and  other  weeds, 
fallowland  weed  control,  ditchbank 
vegetation  control,  and  other  weed  con- 
trol practices  are  covered  under  separate 
circulars. 


REMOVAL  OF  WINTER  WEEDS 

Heavy  infestations  of  winter  weeds 
should  be  removed  in  late  winter  or 
spring  for  plant  or  stubble  crops  to 
reduce  weed  competition  and  to  provide 
a  clear  bed  for  the  application  of  pre- 
emergence  herbicides. 

1.  Broadleaf  weeds  can  be  controlled 
with  an  application  of  Weedmaster,  or 
amine  2,4-D.  Amine  2,4-D  should  only 
be  applied  when  temperatures  are 
65  °F  or  above  at  time  of  application, 
and  if  similar  temperatures  are  ex- 
pected for  several  days  more  after 
application.  The  most  effective  rates 
applied  on  a  36-inch  band  are: 

a.  2,4-D  (amine)  at  1  qt.  per  acre 

b.  Weedmaster  at  1  qt.  for  most 
broadleaf  weeds  and  1/2  qt.  for 
goldenrod  and  aster. 

2.  Winter  grasses  such  as  canarygrass, 
etc.,  can  be  removed  mechanically  by 
use  of  a  rotary  pick  or  wide  hoe  or 
shaved  off.  To  remove  these  winter 
annual  grasses  with  chemicals,  Evik 
SOW  is  suggested  at  1  to  1%  lbs.  per 
acre  plus  1  pt.  surfactant  or  1  at.  crop 
oil  concentrate  per  25  sals,  of  water 
applied  to  a  36-inch  band.  Use  the 
lower  rate  when  grasses  are  less  than 
3  inches  tall  and  broadleaf  plants  less 
than  6  inches  tall  and  on  sandy  loam 
to  silt  loam  soils.  Use  the  higher  rate 
on  slightly  larger  weeds  and  on  heav- 
ier soils.  Control  of  emerged  broad- 
leaf weeds  can  be  improved  bv  the 
addition  of  1  pt.  of  amine  2,4-D. 

3.  In  the  fields  where  weeds  were 
mechanically  removed,  it  is  suggested 
that  the  top  of  the  row  be  sprayed 
with  2,4-D  at  1  qt/A  to  prevent  new 
growth  of  winter  weeds  and  provide 


1 /Prepared  for  distribution  by  Drs.  Donald  B.  Fontenot  and  Dearl  Sanders,  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service,  based  on  data  and  information  of  Drs.  Rex  Millhollon  and  Ed  Richard, 
Southern  Region,  SEA,  USDA,  Houma,  La.,  and  Dr.  Lynn  Kitchen,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station. 
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temporary  suppression  of  johnson- 
grass  seedlings  and  other  weeds  and 
grasses. 

JOHNSONGRASS  CONTROL 

Preemergence  Control  of  Seedling 
Johnsongrass  Plant  Cane 

The  preemergence  herbicide  programs 
described  below  should  then  be  applied 
immediately  after  the  row  is  off-barred 
and  rebuilt.  Apply  preemergence  herbi- 
cides to  a  30-inch  band  in  early  spring 
before  weed  seeds  have  begun  to  germ- 
inate. If  rhizome  Johnsongrass  was  not 
destroyed  during  the  fallow  period,  see 
further  along  in  this  article. 

1.  Fenatrol  (Venae)  Program 

Apply  according  to  soil  types,  as  in- 
dicated below. 

a.  Light  to  medium  soils 

4  qts.  of  Fenatrol   (Fenac)   and  1 
qt.  amine  2,4-D  per  acre 

b.  Heavy  dark  soils 

3  qts.  of  Fenatrol   (Fenac)   and  1 
qt.  Amine  2,4-D  per  acre 

Note:   Fenatrol   (Fenac)   is  more  effec- 
tive aeainst  browntop  panicum 
than  Sinbar. 

2.  Sinbar  Program 

Apply  Sinbar  to  medium  and  heavy 
soils  and  light  soils  that  have  not 
shown   previous    Sinbar   injury. 

a.  If  Sinbar  was  applied  in  the  fall, 
re-applv  %  lbs.  Sinbar  per  acre  in 
the  spring. 

b.  Tf  Sinbar  was  not  applied  in  the 
fall,  apply  %  to  1  lb.  per  acre  on 
light  soils  and  1  lb.  per  acre  on 
heavy  soils. 

Note:  Injurv  may  occur  to  some  varie- 
ties, specifically  CP  48-103.  Sin- 
bar alone  will  not  effectively  con- 
trol browntop  panicum.  For 
control  of  browntop  panicum,  see 
page  10. 

3.  Sencor/Lexone  Program 

Apply  according  to  soil  types,  as  in- 
dicated below: 

a.  If   Sencor/Lexone   or   Sinbar   was 


applied  in  the  fall,  apply  Sencor/ 
Lexone  as  follows: 

Light  to  medium  soils 
Sencor   4/Lexone  4L    at    1/2   pts., 
Sencor/Lexone  50%  WP  at  VA  lbs. 
or  Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at  1  lb. 
per  acre 

Heavy  dark  soils 

Sencor  4/Lexone  4L  at  1%  to  2  pts., 
Sencor/Lexone  50%  WP  at  1%  to  2 
lbs.  or  Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at  1% 
to  1/3  lbs.  per  acre 

b.  If  Sencor/Lexone  or  Sinbar  was 
not  applied  in  the  fall,  apply  Sen- 
cor/Lexone as  follows: 

Light  to  medium  soils 

Sencor  4/Lexone  4L  at  2  pts.,  Sen- 
cor/Lexone 50%  WP  at  2  lbs.  or 
Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at  1/3  lbs. 
per  acre 

Heavy  dark  soils 

Sencor  4/Lexone  4L  at  2  to  2/2  pts., 
Sencor/Lexone  50%  WP  at  2  to  2% 
lbs.,  or  Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at 
1/3  to  1/3  lbs.  per  acre 

4.  Treflan  Program 

Apply  1/3  pts.  to  2  pts.  of  Treflan  per 
acre  on  a  band  30  to  36  inches  wide, 
respectively,  on  a  clean  drill  before  or 
shortly  after  cane  emerges.  Incorpo- 
rate 2  to  3  inches  deep  within  24 
hours.  If  broadleaved  plants  become 
a  problem,  apply  1  qt.  ofWeedmaster, 
or  amine  2,4-D  or  follow  this  Treflan 
treatment  with  a  pre-emergence  treat- 
ment of  AAtrex  80  W  at  fib /A. 

CAUTION:   For   best   results,   Atrazene 
should  not  be  incorporated. 

Johnsongrass  will  reproduce  from  both 
seed  and  rhizomes  in  stubble  fields.  An 
effective  weed  control  program  must 
then  be  designed  to  control  both  sources 
of  infestation. 

A.  Preemergence    Control    of    Seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  Annual  Weeds 

After  the  row  is  off-barred  and  re- 
built, apply  Sinbar  at  1  to  1%  lbs.  per 
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acre;  Sencor  4/Lexone  4L  at  2  to  2?2 
pts.,  Sencor/Lexone  50%  WP  at 2  to  2% 
lbs.,  or  Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at  1%  to 
1%  lbs.  per  acre;  or  Fenatrol  (Fenac) 
at  4  to  5  qts.  plus  1  qt.  amine  2,4-D 
per  acre  on  a  clean  30-inch  drill.  If 
emerged  broadleaf  weeds  are  pre- 
sent, mix  one  qt.  of  Weedmaster  or 
amine  2,4-D  with  Sinbar  or  Sencor/ 
Lexone.  None  of  these  residual  herbi- 
cides are  considered  to  be  effective 
for  the  control  of  rhizome  johnson- 
grass.  For  control  of  browntop  pani- 
cum,  see  page  10. 

B.  Postemergence  Control  of  Rhizome 
Johnsongrass,  Escaped  Seedling  John- 
songrass  and  Other  Grasses 

The  following  programs  are  designed 
to  control  grasses.  Where  broadleaf 
weeds  are  also  a  problem,  add  one  of 
the  following:  Weedmaster  or  amine 
2,4-D  at  1  qt.  per  acre.  When  asters 
are  a  problem,  use  Weedmaster. 

1.  Ground  Application 

a.  Asulox  Program 

Asulox  can  be  applied  to  entire 
fields  of  sugar  cane  or  applied  as 
a  spot  treatment  when  johnsongrass 
clumps  are  scattered.  The  most 
accurate  and  economical  method 
of  spot  treating  is  to  use  a  cali- 
brated sprayer  at  a  constant  speed 
with  the  operators  turning  the 
sprayer  on  and  off  to  treat  John- 
songrass infestations  in  each  row. 
The  addition  of  a  surfactant  to 
Asulox  spray  solution  may  be  bene- 
fical.  A  non-ionic  surfactant  may  be 
added  at  )i  percent  by  volume  or  1 
pint  to  50  gallons  of  water.  Apply 
overtop  to  johnsongrass  in  a  swatch 
wide  enough  to  wet  most  of  the 
leaves. 

1) First  application:  Apply  4  pts. 
of  Asulox  per  acre  to  a  36-inch 
band  or  proportionately  more  or 
less  according  to  band  width. 

Adjust  band  width  and  rate  to 
get  good  coverage.  Arrange  the 
nozzles  such  that  no  more  of  the 
row  is  sprayed  than  is  necessary 


to  wet  the  johnsongrass.  Prefer- 
ably, most  of  the  johnsongrass 
should  be  about  18  to  24  inches 
tall  and  before  flowering  at  time 
of  application.  With  some  varia- 
tion due  to  weather  conditions, 
johnsongrass  will  have  this 
growth  during  mid-  to  late 
April. 

2) Second  application:  A  second 
application  of  Asulox  at  3.5  pts. 
per  acre  on  a  36-inch  band  or 
proportionally  more  or  less  de- 
pending on  band  width,  will  pro- 
vide effective  control  of  johnson- 
grass but  may  not  increase  yields 
over  that  obtained  with  a  single 
application  of  Asulox.  A  second 
application  of  Asulox  should  be 
applied  only  after  johnsongrass 
has  initiated  abundant  new 
growth.  Usually  johnsongrass  has 
this  regrowth  about  eight  weeks 
after  Asulox  has  been  first  appli- 
ed. For  instance,  if  the  first  appli- 
cation was  made  April  15,  the 
second  application  could  be 
made  about  June  15.  A  high 
clearance  sprayer  may  be  need- 
ed to  apply  the  second  applica- 
tion to  prevent  breaking  the 
cane.  Occasional  sugar  cane  in- 
jury may  occur  from  Asulox 
application  if  the  sugar  cane  is 
stressed  from  drought,  excessive 
temperature,  or  flooded  soils. 
The  variety  CP  72-370  appears 
to  be  more  sensitive  than  other 
varieties  to  late,  after  mid-May, 
applications  of  Asulox. 

b.  Dalapon- Asulox  Program 

After  the  row  is  off-barred  and  re- 
built and  grass  is  10  to  14  inches 
tall  and  growing  rapidly,  spray 
with  Dowpon  M  at  2/i  lbs.  per  acre 
on  a  30-inch  band.  About  3  to  6 
weeks  later,  or  when  the  grass  has 
initiated  abundant  new  growth  of 
about  18  to  24  inches,  apply  4  pts. 
of  Asulox  per  acre  as  described  in 
the  ureceding  paragraphs.  Dalapon 
applications  should  not  be  made  on 
sugar  cane  later  than  the  middle 
of  May. 
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2.  Aerial  Application    of   Herbicides 
in  Stubble  Sugar  Cane 

a.  Dalapon  Program 

Under  some  conditions,  it  may 
be  advisable  to  apply  Dalapon 
to  stubble  sugar  cane  with  an 
airplane.  Best  control  is  obtained 
when  grass  is  10-14  inches  tall, 
and  weather  conditions  are 
warm  enough  for  grass  to  be 
growing  rapidly. 

Apply  2)i  lbs.  of  Dowpon  M  in  2 
to  3  gallons  of  water  per  acre. 
One  quart  of  Weedmaster  or 
amine  2,4-D  may  be  added  if 
broadleaf  weeds  are  a  problem. 
Do  not  apply  by  air  if  sensitive 
crops  are  growing  in  the  vicinity. 
Total  spray  volume  should  be 
increased  by  10%  to  allow  for 
ditchbanks  and  headlands.  Some 
stunting  may  occur  on  the  more 
susceptible  varieties  of  sugar 
cane;  however,  yields  of  cane 
have  not  been  reduced  in  the 
past  from  these  applications  of 
dalapon.  Applications  of  dalapon 
should  not  be  made  to  sugar 
cane  later  than  mid-May. 

b.  Asulox  Program 

Asulox  may  also  be  applied  by 
air.  The  size  of  the  grass  plants 
and  dates  of  application  are  the 
same  as  shown  for  ground  appli- 
cation. Apply  Asulox  at  6  to  8 
pts.  per  acre  in  a  minimum  of  5 
gallons  of  water  per  acre.  Total 
spray  volume  should  be  increased 
by  10%  to  allow  for  ditchbanks 
and  headlands.  A  non-ionic  sur- 
factant may  be  added  at  )i%  by 
volume. 


CONTROL  OF  ANNUAL  WEEDS, 

ITCIIGRASS  (RAOULGRASS), 

BROWNTOP  PANICUM  AND 

BERMUDAGRASS 

ANNUAL  WEEDS  AND  GRASSES 

Some  areas  and  individual  properties 
in  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane  belt  have 
little  or  no  johnsongrass  or  itchgrass. 
These    properties    are    usually   infested 


with  annual  weeds  and  grasses.  In  the 
spring,  remove  winter  weeds  as  out- 
lined on  Page  7  and  then  apply  one  of 
the  herbicides  listed,  below  to  a  clean 
drill  in  plant  or  stubble  cane. 

A.  Sencor  4/Lexone  4L  at  1  to  IJ2  pts., 
Sencor/Lexone  50%  WP  at  1  to  1% 
lbs.,  or  Sencor/Lexone  75  DF  at  %  to 
1  lb.  per  acre  to  a  clean  row  after 
first  cultivation. 

B.  Sinbar  at  )i  lb.  per  acre  to  a  clean  row 
after  first  cultivation. 

C.  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  at  2  qts.  mixed  with 
1  qt.  amine  2,4-D  per  acre  to  a  clean 
row  after  first  cultivation. 

D.  AAtrex  80 W,  Princep  80W,  Cotoran 
80W,  or  Karmex  SOW  at  Vk  lbs.  per 
acre.  Karmex  is  labeled  only  for  use 
in  plant  cane.  See  page  14  for  addi- 
tional formulations. 


ITCHGRASS  (RAOULGRASS) 

Itchgrass  is  known  to  occur  in  most  of 
the  sugar  cane  growing  parishes  and  is 
spreading.  Growers  with  new  infestations 
should  strive  to  eradicate  this  weed  from 
their  property. 

A.  Treflan  Program 

(Preemergence  Phase) 

Apply  Treflan  at  1%  to  2  pts.  per  acre 
on  a  band  30  to  36  inches  wide  to  a 
clean  drill  before  or  shortly  after 
cane  emerges.  Incorporate  Treflan 
into  soil  within  a  few  hours  after 
application.  The  Treflan  treatment 
will  be  most  effective  if  the  following 
procedures  are  followed: 

1.  For  stubble  cane  or  in  weedy  plant 
cane,  shave  the  top  of  the  row  to 
remove  the  old  stubble  and  weeds. 

2.  If  shaved,  or  if  top  of  row  is 
packed  and  hard,  loosen  the  soil 
with  a  rolling  cultivator  and  applv 
the  Treflan. 

3.  Incorporate  the  Treflan  about  2 
inches  deep  by  running  over  the 
row  twice  with  the  rolling  culti- 
vator. 
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B.  Alternate  Preemergence  Programs 

One  of  the  following  herbicide  pro- 
grams can  be  used  where  incorpora- 
tion of  Treflan  is  not  feasible.  These 
treatments  generally  do  not  control 
itchgrass  as  effectively  as  does  Tref- 
lan, but  their  effectiveness  is  im- 
proved considerably  when  followed 
by  a  postemergence  application  of 
Asulox  in  late  spring  as  described  in 
"C"  below. 

1.  TCA  Program 

In  early  spring  apply  a  mixture  of 
3%  qts.  liquid  TCA  +  1  qt.  2,4-D 
per  acre.  Approximately  4  weeks 
later  repeat  the  treatment,  or  if 
itchgrass  is  growing,  apply  a  mix- 
ture of  3?2  pts.  liquid  TCA  +  2  lbs. 
Dowpon  M  +  1  qt.  2,4-D  per  acre 
as  a  directed  spray. 

2.  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  Program 

In  earlv  spring,  apply  5  qts.  of 
Fenatrol  per  acre  to  a  clean  drill. 
This  treatment  is  also  effective  on 
heavy  clay  soils,  but  occasional 
sugar  cane  injury  may  result  from 
this  rate  on  clay  soils. 

3.  Velpar  Program 

In  early  spring,  apply  Velpar  at  M 
lb/A  on  clay  loam  and  silty  clay 
loam  soils  and  %  lb /A  on  dark, 
heavy  clay  soils.  Important  —  Use 
Velpar  only  on  soils  with  relatively 
high  clay  content  such  as  clay 
loams  and  heavy  clays.  Velpar  will 
likely  injure  sugar  cane  if  applied 
to  coarser-textured  soils  such  as 
sandy  loams  and  silt  loams. 

C.  Postemergence  Phase  of  Program 
If  control  with  Treflan  or  the  alter- 
nate herbicides  weakens  during  late 
spring  treat  itchgrass  plants  while 
small,  usually  when  the  largest  plants 
are  6  inches  tall,  with  Asulox  at  3 
pts.  per  acre  on  a  24-inch  band  or 
Asulox  at  3.5  pts.  per  acre  on  a  30- 
inch  band.  For  control  of  larger  plants 
up  to  about  10  inches  tall,  a  mixture 
of  3  pts.  Asulox  +  2  pounds  Dowpon 
M  per  acre  on  a  24-inch  band  of  3.5 
pts  Asulox  +  2/2  pounds  Dowpan  M 
per  acre  on  a  30-inch  band  has  been 
useful.  Use  Dalapon  mixtures  only  in 


stubble  cane  and  not  later  than  the 
middle  of  May.  Add  a  non-ionic  sur- 
factant to  all  Asulox  spray  solutions 
at  M  percent  by  volume.  If  rhizome 
johnsongrass  was  not  destroyed  dur- 
ing the  fallow  period,  see  page  9. 

D.  Control  of  Broadleaved  Plants 

If  broadleaved  plants  become  a  prob- 
lem, apply  1  qt.  Weedmaster  or  amine 
2,4-D  or  follow  the  Treflan  treatment 
with  a  preemergence  application  of 
AAtrex  80W  at  lb/A.  CAUTION: 
For  best  results.  Atrazene  should  not 
be  incorporated. 

E.  Layby  Phase  of  Program 

An  application  of  Treflan  at  3  pts. 
per  acre,  broadcast  rate,  at  layby  is 
usually  needed  in  fields  heavily  in- 
fested with  itchgrass.  Incorporate 
Treflan  with  either  a  rolling  culti- 
vator or  bed  chopper. 

BROW  NT  OP  PANICUM 

Browntop  panicum  is  an  annual  grass 
that  is  a  problem  in  certain  areas  of  the 
cane  belt.  Sinbar  does  not  control  this 
weed  and  consequently  it  is  becoming  a 
problem  in  fields  that  have  received 
Sinbar  over  a  period  of  years.  The 
following  control  methods  are  suggested 
where  browntop  panicum  and  johnson- 
grass are  a  problem. 

A.  Preemergence  Treatment 

Apply  a  tank  mix  of  Fenatrol  (Fenac) 
and  amine  2,4-D  as  described  on  page 
7  for  plant  cane;  apply  a  tank  mix  of 
Sinbar  at  %  to  %  lb.  in  plant  cane  or 
%  or  1  lb.  in  stubble  plus  Fenatrol 
(Fenac)  at  1/2  to  2  qts.  per  acre. 

Note:  When  properly  incorporated, 
Treflan  is  effective  against  brown- 
top panicum.  The  application  of 
Sinbar  may  be  injurious  to  CP 
48-103. 

B.  Postemergence  Treatment 

1.  Apply  Evik  SOW  at  1  lb.  per  acre 
as  a  directed  spray  to  a  24-inch 
band.  Add  1  pt.  of  surfactant  or  1 
qt.  crop  oil  concentrate  per  25  gal- 
lons of  water.  Do  not  apply  later 
than  May  1  as  the  herbicide  may 
injure  the  cane. 
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2.  An  alternative  method  is  to  apply 
Dowpon  M  at  1  to  1/2  lbs.  per  acre 
as  a  directed  spray.  Apply  higher 
rate  to  large  grasses. 

C.  Layby  Treatment 

1.  Apply  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  at  4  qts. 
per  acre  to  the  entire  row  immedi- 
ately after  last  cultivation. 

2.  Apply  Treflan  at  2  to  3  pts./A 
broadcast  rate,  and  incorporate 
with  a  rolling  cultivator  or  bed 
chopper. 


BERMUDAGRASS 

In  addition  to  preemergence  treat- 
ments, fields  infested  with  bermudagrass 
(blue  and  wire  grass)  should  also  be 
treated  with  a  directed  spray  application 
of  Dowpon  M  at  2/1  lbs.  acre  or  a  mix- 
ture of  3  pts.  of  TCA  liquid,  and  1  lb.  of 
Dowpon  M.  These  treatments  should  be 
applied  in  early  spring  when  bermuda- 
grass is  actively  growing.  A  second  appli- 
cation will  usually  be  needed  to  provide 
best  control;  however,  injury  may  result 
if  herbicide  contacts  the  sugar  cane. 

CONTROL  OF  WEEDS  AFTER  THE 
LAYBY  CULTIVATION 

(PLANT  OR  STUBBLE  CANE) 

Preemergence  Treatments 

Application  of  preemergence  herbicides 
at  layby  may  be  desirable  in  fields  hav- 
ing late  season  weed  problems.  Weeds 
that  may  be  a  problem  are  broadleaf 
weeds,  particularly  annual  morningglory 
(tie-vine);  and  grassy  weeds  including 
johnsongrass,  itchgrass,  signalgrass,  barn- 
yardgrass,  browntop  panicum  and  crab- 
grass. 

Controlling  these  weeds  after  layby 
lias  not  always  resulted  in  increased 
yields  of  cane.  However,  if  used,  herbi- 
cides should  be  applied  as  a  broadcast 
spray  by  spacing  nozzles  to  cover  from 
the  center  of  the  water  furrow  up  to  the 
line  of  sugar  cane  on  top  of  the  row. 
Apply  immediately  after  the  last  culti- 
vation. Care  should,  be  taken  to  keep  the 
materials  off  the  leaves  of  the  sugar  cane. 

The  following  herbicides  are  labeled 
and   suggested   for  use  as  preemergence 


herbicides  for  ground  application  at  lay- 
by. With  the  exception  of  Fenatrol  and 
Treflan,  these  herbicides  will  provide 
some  postemergence  control  of  small 
weeds.  They  should  be  applied  at  the 
following  rates: 

1.  AAtrex  80 W,  or  Princep  80 W  at  2-3 
lbs/A  up  to  the  "closein."  Use  the 
lower  rate  on  sandy  soils  and  the 
higher  rate  on  heavier  soils. 

2.  Sinbar  80W  (according  to  label). 

3.  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  at  4  qts  per  acre. 

4.  Sencor/Lexone  (according  to  label). 

5.  Treflan  at  3  pts.  per  acre  (incorpo- 
rated ) . 

AAtrex  and  Princep  are  more  effective 
against  annual  morningglory  and  broad- 
leaf  weeds  than  grasses.  However,  satis- 
factory control  of  seedling  grasses,  ex- 
cept johnsongrass,  should  be  obtained  at 
recommended  rates.  AAtrex  and  Princep 
may  be  safely  used  on  light  soils  where 
Sinbar  and  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  might  cause 
injury.  These  treatments  at  layby  may 
eliminate  the  need  for  a  later  2,4-D  treat- 
ment for  morningglories.  Addition  of  sur- 
factant or  crop  oil  may  increase  activity 
on  small  emerged  weeds. 

Sinbar  controls  johnsongrass  from  seed, 
most  annual  grasses,  and  many  broadleaf 
weeds.  Apply  to  the  middles  or  those 
portions  of  the  row  not  covered  with  a 
preemergence  application. 

Fenatrol  (Fenac)  controls  johnsongrass 
from  seed,  most  annual  grasses,  and 
broadleaf  weeds.  It  is  particularly  effec- 
tive in  controlling  browntop  panicum. 

Sencor/Lexone  controls  johnsongrass 
from  seed,  most  annual  grasses,  and 
broadleaf  weeds. 

Treflan,  when  properly  incorporated, 
controls  johnsongrass  from  seed,  itch- 
grass,  browntop  panicum,  and  most 
annual  grasses.  It  will  not  control  many 
problem  broadleaf  weeds. 

Postemergence  Treatment  at  Layby 

For  annual  morningglory  and  other 
susceptible  broadleaf  weeds,  apply  amine 
2,4-D  broadcast  at  VA  lbs.  (U  qts.)  per 
acre.  Use  proper  precautions  to  prevent 
drift  onto  non-target  areas. 
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CHEMICALS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  RECOMMENDATIONS 


Ametryn 

Evik  80W 

Asulam 

Asulox 

Atrazine 

AAtrex  80W 
AAtrex  4L 
AAtrex  Nine-0 
Griffex  4L 
Griffex  9  DF 

Dalapon 

Dowpon  M 

Diuron 

Karmex  80W 

Fenac 

Fenatrol 
Fenac 

Fluometuron 

Cotoran  80WP 

Metribuzin 

• 

Sencor  4 
Sencor  50%  WP 
Sencor  75  DF 
Lexone  4L 
Lexone  50%  WP 
Lexone  DF 

Simazine 

Princep  80WP 
Princep  Caliber  90 

Terbacil 

Sinbar  80W 

TCA 

TCA 

Trifluralin 

Treflan 
4  lbs. /gal. 

Weedmaster 

Weedmaster 

2,4-D 

Numerous 

MARCH  15,  1985 

2-  ( ethylamino )  -4-(  isopropylamino )  -6- 
( methylithio )  -s-triazine 

Sodium  salt  of  asulam  ( ethyl 
sulf  anilyl-carbamate ) 

2-chloro-4,  ethylamino-6,isopropylamino- 
s-triazine 


Sodium  salt  of  2,2-dichloropropionic 
acid 

3-  ( 3,4-dichlorophenyl )  -1-dimethylurea 

Sodium  salt  of  2,3-6,-trichlorophenyl- 
acetic  acid 

3-  ( m-trif  luromethylphenyl )  -1,1- 
dimethylurea 

4-amino-6-tert-butyl-3-(  methylthio )  - 
as  triazine-5(4H)one 


2-chloro-4,6-bis  ( ethylamino )  -s-triazine 

3-tert-butyl-5-chloro-6-methyluracil 

Sodium  salt  of  trichloracetic  acid 

0,a,a,trifluro-2,6-dinitro-IV,IV?- 
dipropyl-p-toluidine 

Mixture  of  Dicamba-(Dimethylamine  salt 
of  3,6-dichloro-o-anisic  acid )  and  2,4,D 
( dimethylamine  salt) 

Amine  or  low  volatile  esters  of 
2,4-di-chlorophenoxyacetic  acid 
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Rates  of  herbicides  presented  in  the  discussion  section  of  the  guide  are  based 
on  amount  of  formulated  product  for  a  30-inch  band  on  a  72-inch  wide  row.  To 
obtain  the  amount  of  herbicide  product  required  to  treat  other  band  widths  and 
row  widths,  consult  the  table  shown  below.  Conversions  are  applicable  whether 
measurements  are  expressed  in  pounds,  pints  or  quarts  per  acre. 

Proportionate  Rates  of  Herbicides  Per  Acre  of  Sugar  Cane  for 
Various  Band  and/or  Row  Widths 


72-inch  rows 

66- 

inch  rows 

Rate  of  Formulated  Herbicide  Product  Per  Acre  in  Pounds 

Pints  or  Quarts. 

30-inch 

band 

36-inch  band 

broadcast 

1.60 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band 

broadcast 

0.66(7: 

.) 

0.80 

0.73 

0.87 

1.60 

0.75(1 

0 

0.90 

1.80 

0.82 

0.98 

1.80 

0.80 

0.96 

1.92 

0.87 

1.04 

1.92 

1.00 

1.20 

2.40 

1.10 

1,31 

2.40 

1.33 

1.60 

3.20 

1.50 

1.80 

3,30 

1.50 

1.80 

3.60 

1.64 

1.96 

3.60 

1.66 

2.00 

3.98 

1.81 

2.17 

3.98 

2.00 

2.40 

4.80 

2.18 

2.62 

4.80 

3.00 

3.60 

7.20 

3.27 

3.93 

7.20 

4.00 

4.80 

9.60 

4.36 

5.24 

9.60 

IF  HERBICIDES  ARE  HANDLED  OR  APPLIED  IMPROPERLY,  OR  IF  UN- 
USED PORTIONS  ARE  NOT  DISPOSED  OF  SAFELY,  THEY  MAY  BE  INJURIOUS 
TO  HUMANS,  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS,  DESIRABLE  PLANTS,  AND  FISH  OR  OTHER 
WILDLIFE,  AND  MAY  CONTAMINATE  WATER  SUPPLIES.  USE  HERBICIDES 
ONLY  WHEN  NEEDED  AND  HANDLE  THEM  WITH  CARE.  FOLLOW  THE  DI- 
RECTIONS AND   HEED   ALL  PRECAUTIONS    ON   THE    CONTAINER   LABEL. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

cessors  and  less  acreage  planted  to  sugar 
in  the  U.S.  today  than  in  1981  and  that's 
hardly  the  result  you'd  expect  if  this 
were  an  overly  generous  Federal  pro- 
gram," he  said. 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  TO  HOLD 
HEARINGS 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  will 
begin  hearings  on  1985  farm  legislation 
in  March  with  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
John  Block  scheduled  to  testify  on  the 
Administration's  farm  proposal  on  March 
7.  The  following  week  will  be  devoted  to 
general  agricultural  issues.  Commodity 
programs  hearings  will  be  scheduled 
from  March  31  through  the  April  11.  The 
Mouse  Agriculture  Committee  also  will 
begin  their  hearings  in  the  near  future. 
Congressman    Jerry    Iluckaby    (D-La.), 


Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 
Subcommittee,  will  hold  a  field  hearing 
on  the  sugar  program  on  March  15  at  the 
West  Monroe,  La.  Convention  Center. 
The  purpose  of  the  hearing  is  to  consider 
proposals  for  new  programs  covering 
cotton,  rice,  and  sugar  in  the  1985 
General  Farm  Bill.  Congressman  Huckaby 
will  also  hold  a  similar  hearing  in  Wash- 
ington. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  S 71  gar  Cane 


OUACHITA  <[m>  FERTILIZER 


NEW   IBERIA,  LA. 


(318)   367-8233 
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EMERGENCY  LOANS  AVAILABLE 

(This  press  release  supplied  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration) 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  designated  36  parishes  in  Louisiana  as  eli- 
gible for  Farmers  Home  Administration  Emergency  Loans,  announced  Nimrod  T. 
Andrews,  FmHA  State  Director.  These  parishes  are  Allen,  Ascension,  Assumption, 
Avoyelles,  Beauregard,  Bossier,  Caddo,  Caldwell,  Catahoula,  Concordia,  East  Baton 
Rouge,  East  Carroll,  Evangeline,  Franklin,  Grant,  Iberia,  Iberville,  Lafayette,  Madi- 
son, Natchitoches,  Ouachita,  Pointe  Coupee,  Rapides,  Richland,  St.  Charles,  St. 
James,  St.  John,  St.  Martin,  St.  Mary,  Tensas,  Terrebonne,  Webster,  West  Baton 
Rouge,  West  Carroll  and  Vermilion.  In  addition,  23  parishes  are  also  eligible  be- 
cause they  are  contiguous.  These  parishes  are  Acadia,  Bienville,  Calcasieu,  Cameron, 
Claiborne,  DeSoto,  East  Feliciana,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Jefferson  Davis,  LaSalle, 
Lincoln,  Livingston,  Morehouse,  Red  River,  Sabine,  St.  Helena,  St.  Landry,  Tangi- 
pahoa,   Union,    Vernon,   West   Feliciana,  and  Winn. 

Farmers  are  eligible  to  apply  for  Emergency  Loans  through  the  local  FmHA 
Offices  which  are  located  in  each  of  the  parishes  designated. 

Emergency  Loans  are  made  to  farmers  to  cover  losses  resulting  from  desig- 
nated disasters.  Applicants  who  are  unable  to  obtain  credit  from  other  sources  of 
credit  may  qualify  for  actual  loss  loans  at  5%  for  loan  amounts  less  than  $100,000 
and  8%  for  loan  amounts  in  excess  of  $100,000.  Applicants  who  can  obtain 
credit  from  other  sources  may  still  qualify  for  an  actual  loss  loans  but,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  interest  rate  will  be   13.75%. 

Applicants  for  physical  and  production  losses  are  authorized  until  October 
27,  1985. 
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to  lock  out 

grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

AsukxK 


® 


HERBICIDE 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  you 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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You  Are  Invited  To: 

A  NIGHT  OF  APPRECIATION 

HONORING 

LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  19,  1985 

7  P.M. 
THIBODAUX  CIVIC  CENTER 

BOILED  CRAWFISH  AND  BEER 

CASUAL  DRESS 
CONTRIBUTION:     $30  PER  COUPLE 

TICKETS  ARE  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  THE 

LEAGUE  OFFICE  OR  AT  YOUR 

LOCAL  SUGAR  MILL 

(SEE  PAGE  3  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS) 

TICKETS    WILL    NOT    BE    SOLD    AT    THE    DOOR. 
ORDER    YOUR    TICKETS    NOW! 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By 

Thomas  M.  Warner 

A  NIGHT  OF  APPRECIATION  HONORING 

LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

After  33  years  of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  Lloyd  L. 
Lauden  will  retire  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  at  the  end 
of  March.  In  order  to  retire  Lloyd  in  a  manner  in  which  he  deserves, 
a  crawfish  boil  will  be  held  on  Friday,  April  19,  at  the  Thibodaux 
Civic  Center.  The  function  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  The  dress  will  be 
casual. 

Tickets  to  the  function  are  $30  per  couple,  and  can  be  purchased 
with  the  form  below  or  at  your  local  sugar  mill.  Please  purchase  your 
tickets  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  can  make  the  proper 
estimates  on  food  and  drink. 

Working  with  Lloyd  for  the  past  12  years  has  been  an  experience. 
It  was  certainly  a  privilege  working  with  someone  who  every  day  eats, 
breathes,  and  lives  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Lloyd  is  totally 
dedicated  to  our  industry,  and  anywhere  he  goes,  he  lets  those  around 
him  know  all  about  our  industry.  I  guess  you  can  call  him  our 
"roving  ambassador". 

Join  with  us  on  Friday,  April  19,  in  honoring  Lloyd  for  his  many 
years  of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

(  )  Yes,  I  will  attend  the  Night  of  Appreciation 

honoring  Lloyd  L.   Lauden. 

My  check  for  $  is  enclosed  for 

persons. 

{  )  Sorry,    I    will   be    unable   to   attend,    but    I    wish    to    contribute 

the  enclosed   amount   towards  a   gift  for  Lloyd   L.    Lauden. 

Name __ 

Address __ 

City State Zip 

Make  checks  payable  to: 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

and  mail  form  to: 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA     70130 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN  RETIRES 


By  now,  everyone  must  realize  that 
Mr.  Lloyd  L.  Lauden,  Agronomist  with 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  has 
just  retired  effective  March  31.  As  his 
replacement  I  thought  it  only  fitting 
that  my  first  article  should  pay  tribute 
to  a  man  who  has  worked,  lived,  eaten 
and  breathed  sugar  cane  for  33  years. 

The  April  1,  1952  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin  contained  the  minutes  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  for  March,  1952. 
It  was  recommended  and  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Committee  that  a  man 
be  emploved  full-time  to  supervise  seed 
cane  work,  and  that  the  League  buy  a 
truck  for  his  use. 

In  the  April  15,  1952  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin,  Mr.  Andrew  Dykers, 
then  Managing  Editor,  wrote  that  Mr. 
Lloyd  L.  Lauden  had  been  hired  and 
would  begin  work  on  the  seed  cane 
program  for  the  League  on  April  16th. 
Mr.  Dykers  went  on  to  write  the  follow- 
ing: 

"It  is  expected  that  he  will  spend  most 
of  his  time  in  the  field  supervising  the 
three  primary  and  approximately  fifty 
secondary  seed  increase  stations  that 
are  maintained  throughout  the  Sugar 
Belt.  Your  League  will  provide  him 
with  a  pick-up  truck  that  he  will  use 
in  his  work. 

"If  you  are  wondering  why  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  has  decided  to 
hire  someone  to  devote  his  entire  time 
to  field  work,  the  answer  is  that  your 
future  as  a  cane  farmer  depends  upon 
the  proper  development  and  distribu- 
tion of  new  varieties  of  cane.  The  cane 
variety  experts  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Louisiana  State  University  are  doing  a 
very  splendid  job  in  breeding  new 
canes  for  propagation  at  the  primary 
and  secondary  field  stations  and  the 
individual  owners  of  the  farms,  who 
donate    the    acreage    used    for    these 


field  stations,  are  also  doing  a  com- 
mendable job. 

"Your  Executive  Committee  feels,  how- 
ever, that  you,  as  an  individual  cane 
farmer,  will  be  better  served  if  some- 
one is  in  the  field  to  constantly  co- 
operate with  the  Government  and 
State  scientists,  and  the  owners,  to 
assure  the  proper  care  and  distribu- 
tion of  new  canes.  Mr.  Lauden  has 
been  picked  to  do  this  job." 

Since  that  time  the  League's  contribu- 
tion to  the  research  program  has  in- 
creased. Few  people  realized  just  how 
important  a  role  Mr.  Lauden  would 
eventually  have  in  the  Louisiana  breed- 
ing programs  as  well  as  in  other  areas 
of  cane  research.  During  his  career  Mr. 
Lauden  has  had  some  part  in  the  selec- 
tion and  release  of  19  varieties  of  cane 
for  Louisiana  production.  Of  these,  nine 
have  occupied  at  least  10%  of  the  state's 
acreage  and  six  have  been  grown  on  a 
quarter  of  the  state's  acreage.  Just  to 
have  been  involved  in  that  many  varie- 
ties is  impressive  but  to  have  been  a  part 
of  these  varieties  which  have  made  you 
money  over  the  years  is  certainly  worth 
noting.  Of  course,  none  of  these  varieties 
have  been  the  super  variety  but  they 
have  kept  you  in  business  and  have 
carried  you  this  far. 

Among  the  many  programs  that  Mr. 
Lauden  has  either  been  a  part  of,  or  an 
advocate  of,  were  basic  breeding  of  cane 
varieties;  disease,  insect  and  weed  con- 
trol; research  on  fertilizers,  row  spacings 
and  cultural  practices;  research  on  im- 
proving milling  and  processing  through 
cane  deliveries  and  cane  storage;  devel- 
opment of  mechanical  harvesting  and 
planting  equipment  including  the  two 
row  harvester;  and  additional  cane 
acreage  in  Louisiana.  Through  his  many 
years  of  experience  Mr.  Lauden  is 
recognized  for  his  expertise  on  the  effect 
of  various  weather  conditions  on  the 
crop.    And    of  course,   Mr.   Lauden   has 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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Sinmr  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


LEAGUE  PRESIDENT  TESTIFIES 
AT  FIELD  HEARING 

John  Thibaut,  President  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League,  testified  at  a 
field  hearing  on  March  15  in  West 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  chaired  by  Repre- 
sentative Jerry  Huckaby  ( D-La. ) ,  Chair- 
man of  the  House  Agriculture  Sub- 
committee on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar.  The 
purpose  of  the  hearing  was  to  consider 
proposals  for  new  programs  covering 
those  crops  in  the  forthcoming  1985 
omnibus  farm  bill.  President  Thibaut 
said  the  current  sugar  program  has 
worked  well  for  sugar  producers  in 
Louisiana  and  across  the  nation,  as  well 
as  for  consumers,  and  urged  Subcom- 
mittee members  to  continue  the  current 
sugar  program,  with  reasonable  improve- 
ments  in  the  loan  rate. 

Hearings  are  continuing  on  the  farm 
bill,  both  in  Washington  and  across  the 
country.  Senator  Jesse  Helms,  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 
will  hold  a  sugar  hearing  on  April  2,  and 
Chairman  Huckaby  will  hold  a  Subcom- 
mittee hearing  on  sugar  in  Washington 
April  3.  League  President  Thibaut  will 
testify   at  both  Washington  hearings. 

U.S.  SUGAR  IMPORT  FEE 
INCREASED 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  that  the  fee  on  imports  of 
raw  sugar  during  the  January-March 
quarter  of  1985  is  being  adjusted  upward 
from  1.2875  cents  per  pound  to  2.2875 
cents  per  pound,  effective  March  5,  1985. 
The  previous  fee  went  into  effect  Febru- 
ary 12,  1985.  The  fee  on  imports  of  re- 
fined sugar  is  set  at  one  cent  per  pound 
above  the  raw  sugar  fee.  Tt  will  become 
3.2875  cents  per  pound. 

A  presidential  proclamation  sets  out 
the  procedure  by  which  adjustments  are 
made  in  the  sugar  import  fee  within  a 
quarter.  Whenever  the  average  of  the 
daily  spot  (domestic)  price  quotations 
for  10  consecutive  market  days  is  more 
than  one  cent  below  the  market  stabili- 
zation price(MSP),  the  lee  then  in  effect 
is  increased  by  one  cent  per  pound.  The 
average  ol  tin1  daily  quotations  lor  the 


10  market  days  February  13-27  was 
20.3890  cents  per  pound  -  the  MSP  is 
21.57  cents  per  pound.  The  difference 
was  1.1810,  leading  to  the  necessity  for 
a  within-quarter  adjustment. 

1985  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 
SCHEDULED 

The  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group 
(USSPG),  of  which  the  League  is  a 
member,  has  announced  the  second  Inter- 
national Sweetener  Symposium  will  be 
held  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel  in  Wash- 
ington, DC,  on  June  5-7,  1985.  The  first 
symposium  attracted  some  300  attendees 
from  every  segment  of  the  industry,  in- 
cluding international  representatives. The 
USSPG  represents  the  interests  of  pro- 
ducers of  sugar  and  high  fructose  corn 
svrup  in  the  United  States  dedicated  to 
the  preservation  and  protection  of  the 
domestic  sweetener  industry.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  seminar  is  to  bring  together 
a  wide  variety  of  opinion  and  intelligence 
concerning  domestic  and  world  sweet- 
ener policy  and  markets. 

An  announcement  regarding  the  event 
has  been  mailed  to  some  2,000  potential 
attendees.  If  you  are  interested  in  attend- 
ing and  would  like  more  details,  contact 
the  League  office  in  New  Orleans. 

FARM  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  4) 

always  been  a  staunch  supporter  of 
education  of  our  young  people  by  con- 
vincing them  of  the  value  of  a  college 
education. 

Everyone  knows  that  there  has  been 
no  stronger  supporter  for  sugar  cane 
in  Louisiana  than  Lloyd;  but  just  be- 
cause he  is  retiring  doesn't  mean  he  is 
gone  forever.  lie  will  be  available  to 
consult  and  advise  us  when  problems 
arise  and  certainly  his  years  of  ex- 
perience will  be  very  helpful  to  us.  I 
must  say  that  working  with  Lloyd  for 
the  past  eight  years  has  certainly  been 
a  rewarding  experience.  He  has  given 
me  much  and  will  certainly  be  remem- 
bered as  the  finest  teacher  and  boss  T 
have  had   in   my   life. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 


control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen. 
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RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

FEBRUARY,  1985 


WORLD  DOMESTIC 

DATE  SPOT  SPOT 


#11  #12 


Friday,  February  1  3.82  20.58 

Saturday,  February  2  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  February  3 NO  MARKET 

Monday,  February  4  3.85  20.40 

Tuesday,  February  5  3.73  20.24 

Wednesday,  February  6 3.72  20.21 

Thursday,  February  7 3.69  20.24 

Friday,  February  8  3.56  20.38 

Saturday,  February  9  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  February  10  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  February  11  3.56  20.40 

Tuesday,  February  12 3.48  20.46 

Wednesday,  February  13 3.42  20.38 

Thursday,  February  14 3.59  20.38 

Friday,  February  15 3.68  20.38 

Saturday,  February  16 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  February  17  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  February  18  NOT  QUOTED 

Tuesday,  February  19 3.79  20.41 

Wednesday,  February  20 3.60  20.37 

Thursday,  February  21  3.60  20.39 

Friday,  February  22  _  3.52  20.33 

Saturday,  February  23  _.  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  February  24  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  February  25  3.50  20.40 

Tuesday,  February  26  3.65  20.40 

Wednesday,  February  27  3.71  20.45 

Thursday,  February  28  3.85  20.48 

Monthly  Average  3.65  20.38 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Some  people 
think  this  is  a  farmer. 


We  know  better. 

This  is  a  businessman.  A  scientist.  An  economist.  A  day 
laborer.  A  manager.  And  plenty  more.  All  rolled  up  into  one. 

He  has  to  be. 

He's  got  enough  on  his  mind  already.  He  doesn't  have  time 
to  worry  about  his  long-term  credit  needs. 

That's  why  generations  of  American  farmers  have  trusted 
the  world's  greatest  system  of  financing  for  agricultural  land, 
improvements  and  debt  restructuring. 

They'd  rather  do  business  with  people  who  know  what 
this  man  really  is. 

That's  why  they  come  back  to  the  Land. 

The  Federal  Land  Bank 
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LEAGUE    HOLDS    AREA    MEETINGS" 


Tom  Warner,  Treasurer  of  the  League's  PAC, 

is    shown    speaking    to    the    Jeanererte    group.  *  ® 

Approximately  350  persons  attended  the  three  League     President     John     Thibaut     is     shown 

area  meetings.  addressing  one  of  the  three   grower  meetings. 


Don    Wallace,   the    Leagues    Washington    Representative,    is    shown    speaking    to    the    group    in 
Jeanerette. 
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LEAGUE    HOLDS    AREA    MEETINGS 


Lloyd   Lauden   explains  the   variety   research   program  to  the  group. 


\ 


Monica  Boudreaux,  an  Assumption  High  School  student,  served  as  the  1985  Queen  of  the  LSU 
Southeastern  District  Livestock  Show.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Boudreaux 
of  Assumption  Parish.  Monica  is  shown  with  her  father,  Robert  Boudreaux. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020   Florida   Blvd. 

Baton    Rouge,    La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


THE  CROP 


After  the  1985  January  freeze,  most 
people  were  again  concerned  with  how 
much  damage  the  crop  might  have 
suffered.  Early  predictions  had  placed 
the  damage  figure  at  less  than  that  of 
the  1984  crop.  At  this  time,  the  crop 
that  is  showing  would  indicate  that  this 
is  still  true;  there  is  less  damage  this 
year  as  compared  to  last  year.  How- 
ever, there  is  some  damage  and  this 
can  be  seen  in  stands  of  cane  this 
spring. 

Second  stubble  cane  in  CP  65-357, 
CP  70-321  and  CP  72-370  is  not  good. 
Of  course,  in  many  cases  this  cane  had 
some  damage  as  first  stubble  last  year 
and  most  growers  figured  that  these 
fields  would  be  poor  this  year.  With 
this  year's  freeze,  there  will  be  very  little 
second  stubble  of  these  varieties  kept  for 
harvest.  Second  stubble  of  CP  72-356, 
CP  73-351  and  CP  74-383  is  generally 
better,  but  even  here  stands  are  slow  to 
develop.  In  some  fields  of  CP  73-351 
that  had  high  levels  of  smut  last  year, 
poorer  stands  can  be  seen  this  spring. 

First  stubble  stands  are  more  variable. 
In  fields  cut  late  for  the  mill,  stands 
seem  to  be  better  whereas  first  stubble 
that  was  cut  for  seed  generally  has  poor 
stands  at  this  time.  CP  65-357  and  CP 
70-321  seem  to  be  hit  the  hardest.  There 
are  some  fields  of  CP  70-321  that  had 
excellent  yields  in  plant  cane  but  look 
very  poor  at  this  time  in  first  stubble. 

Plant  cane  is  good  for  the  most  part, 
with  the  exception  of  cane  that  either 
had  water  damage  or  cane  that  was 
planted  at  what  has  turned  out  to  be  the 
wrong  time.  This  cane  was  able  to  germ- 
inate and  have  the  growing  point  get 
above  the  ground  but  was  not  able  to 
make  enough  buds  at  the  base  of  these 
shoots    to    provide    a    good    stand    this 


spring.  There  are  fields  in  this  condition 
in  nearly  every  part  of  the  Cane  Belt 
and  in  most  cases  they  were  up  to  a 
good  stand  last  fall.  According  to  Win- 
dell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist  with  the 
League  in  the  Teche  area,  some  of  these 
plant  cane  fields  have  mother  stalks 
which  are  now  rotten  and  there  will 
likely  be  some  damage.  Also,  stands  in 
darker  soils  generally  are  showing  better 
than  stands  in  the  lighter  colored  soils. 
Temperatures  have  not  been  optimum 
for  the  last  month.  After  a  good  late 
February  and  early  March,  tempera- 
tures have  varied  greatly  and  there  have 
been  too  many  cool  nights  which  has 
slowed  down  germination  and  growth. 
There  is  still  time  for  additional  eyes  to 
germinate  and  make  the  crop,  but 
warmer  temperatures  are  needed.  An- 
other two  to  three  weeks  should  give  us 
all  a  better  idea  of  how  much  cane  is 
damaged  and  to  what  extent.  Because 
of  the  great  amount  of  plant  cane  in  the 
industry,  our  per  acre  yields  still  have 
the  potential  to  be  good.  We  will  of 
course  be  using  up  a  large  amount  of 
cane  for  seed  since  we  will  again  have 
a  larger  than  normal  planting. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


LEAGUE  PRESIDENT  TESTIFIES 
AT  WASHINGTON  HEARINGS 

John  Thibaut,  President  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League,  testified  before 
the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  and 
the  House  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Sub- 
committee on  April  2  and  3,  respectively. 
The  purpose  of  the  hearings  was  to 
receive  testimony  from  interested  organi- 
zations and  individuals  on  sugar  pro- 
posals for  1985  farm  legislation.  The 
Senate  hearing  was  chaired  by  Senator 
Mark  Andrews  (R-N.D.),  and  the  House 
hearing  by  Representative  Jerry  Huckaby 
(D-La. ),  Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice 
&  Sugar  Subcommittee. 

President  Thibaut  said  the  sugar  pro- 
gram included  in  the  1981  Farm  Bill  had 
worked  efficiently  and  effectively  for 
producers,  consumers  and  taxpayers  and 
strongly  recommended  it  be  continued 
under  new  legislation.  Other  organiza- 
tions represented  at  the  hearings  and 
urging  continuation  of  the  program  were: 
U.S.  Beet  Sugar  Association;  American 
Sugarbeet  Growers  Association;  Florida 
and  Texas  Sugar  Cane  Growers;  Ha- 
waiian Sugar  Planters'  Association;  Corn 
Refiners  Association;  American  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  ( represented  by  James 
Graugnard,  President  of  the  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau);  and  the  International 
Longshoremen's  and  Warehousemen's 
Union.  Opponents  testifying  against 
continuation  of  the  sugar  program  were: 
Sugar  Users  Group;  National  Soft  Drink 
Association;  U.S.  Cane  Refiners'  Associ- 
tion;  Chocolate  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion; National  Confectioners  Association; 
Retail  Bakers  of  America;  Public  Voice 
(a  "consumer"  organization);  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Philippines,  Dominican 
Republic  and  Latin-American  and  Carib- 
bean Exporting  Countries. 


RAW  SUGAR  IMPORT  FEE 
SUSPENDED 

President  Reagan  signed  a  proclama- 
tion March  29  suspending  the  previously 
announced  raw  sugar  import  fee  of  2.7185 
cents  per  pound  for  the  April-June  quar- 


ter effective  April  1.  The  fee  for  refined 
sugar  will  remain  one  cent  above  the 
raw  sugar  fee.  Reportedly,  shipments  of 
raw  sugar  scheduled  to  enter  U.S.  Cus- 
toms had  been  delayed  or  accelerated 
anywhere  from  several  days  to  several 
weeks  in  anticipation  of  elimination  of 
the  fee.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  John 
Block  said  the  reason  for  suspending  the 
fee  system  is  that,  under  present  condi- 
tions, the  system  is  counter-productive 
to  the  sugar  price  support  system  it  was 
designed  to  protect.  The  suspension  will 
continue,  pending  an  investigation  by 
the  U.S.  International  Trade  Commission. 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETENER  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  first  Sugar  and  Sweetener 
Outlook  and  Situation  Report  for  1985 
last  month.  USDA  reports  the  monthly 
average  domestic  spot  price  for  raw 
sugar  fell  to  20.56  cents  a  pound  in 
February  continuing  its  decline  since 
June.  Some  actions  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  quarter,  in  addition 
to  the  above  report  on  import  fees,  in- 
clude: (1)  extension  of  the  1985  sugar 
import  quota  for  two  months,  so  that  the 
1984/85  quota  of  2.677  million  short 
tons  will  apply  through  November  30 
rather  than  September  30  which  was 
intended  to  reduce  domestic  sugar  sup- 
plies; (2)  Effective  January  29,  President 
Reagan  proclaimed  quotas  on  imports  of 
sweetened  cocoa,  pancake  flour  and  flour 
mixes,  and  certain  other  preparations 
containing  sugar.  These  imports  are 
limited  to  31,500  tons  product  weight  for 
the  remainder  of  fiscal  19S5  and '94,000 
tons  for  1986;  and,  (3)  the  duty  on  im- 
ported raw  sugar  was  reduced  on  Janu- 
ary 31  to  0.625  cents  a  pound,  the  legal 
minimum  (the  legal  maximum  duty  of 
2.8125  had  been  in  effect  since  December 
23,  1981). 

Domestic  sugar  production  in  January 
Annual  Crop  Production  report  was 
estimated  at  5.95  million  tons,  raw  value, 
for  the  1984  crop  year,  5.6  percent  above 
the  previous  year.  Estimated  beet  sugar 
( Continued  on  Page  14 
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Sinear  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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«6USf»T»™0" 


APRIL  15,  1985 


RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

MARCH,  1985 

WORLD  DOMESTIC 

DATE  SPOT  SPOT 

#11  #12 

Friday,   March   1  3.98  20.48 

Saturday,  March  2  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  March  3  NO  MARKET 

Monday,    March  4    _  4.05  20.65 

Tuesday,    March   5   3.90  20.65 

Wednesday,  March  6  3.94  20.78 

Thursday,  March  7  _  3.93  20.86 

Friday,   March  8  3.64  20.82 

Saturday,   March   9  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,    March   10   _            NO  MARKET 

Monday,  March  11  3.73  20.90 

Tuesday,  March  12  _.  3.69  20.94 

Wednesday,    March   13   3.83  21.03 

Thursday,    March   14   3.74  20.97 

Friday,  March  15  3.66  20.93 

Saturday,  March  16  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,   March   17   .  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  March  18  _.  3.66  20.93 

Tuesday,  March  19  3.80  21.02 

Wednesday,  March  20  ..  3.74  20.97 

Thursday,    March   21  .....  3.80  21.01 

Friday,  March  22  ..  3.78  21.02 

Saturday,  March  23                                                    .  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,   March   24  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  March  25  3.76  21.03 

Tuesday,  March  26  3.78  21.04 

Wednesday,  March  27  3.79  20.96 

Thursday,   March   28  3.62  21.01 

Friday,  March  29  3.66  21.07 

Saturday,  March  30                                                   _  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  March  31  NO  MARKET 


Monthly  Average  3.78  20.91 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 


Final  Molasses  -  Analysis  and 
Approach  to  Target  Purities 


S.  J.  Clarke  and  L.  Serebrinsky 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


Beginning  in  1980,  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  has  carried  out  an  annual 
analytical  survey  of  the  final  molasses 
produced  by  each  mill.  The  analytical 
data  are  used  to  calculate  the  molasses 
purity  (target  purity)  that  could  be 
achieved  by  good  exhaustion  (sugar 
removal).  These  target  purities  are  pre- 
dicted from  the  ratio  of  reducing  sugar 
to  ash  in  the  final  molasses.  The  method 
of  calculating  target  purity  was  develop- 
ed in  South  Africa  from  experimental 
data  which  cover  reasonable  operating 
conditions  for  massecuite  produced  in 
Louisiana  mills. 

The  ratio  of  reducing  sugar  to  ash 
determines  the  target  purity;  the  lower 
this  ratio  the  higher  the  target  purity. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  in  Louisiana  these 
ratios  decrease  as  the  season  progresses. 
For  illustration  the  average  ratio  of  re- 
ducing sugar  to  ash  for  Louisiana  mills 
in  the  beginning  of  the  1984  season  was 
1.58  and  at  the  end  was  1.28.  The  corres- 
ponding average  target  purity  increased 
from  36.1  to  37.9. 

The  target  purity  of  the  molasses  is 
compared  with  the  true  purity  actually 
achieved.  True  purity  is  based  on  suc- 
rose determined  by  titration  rather  than 
by  polarization  (apparent  purity). The  re- 
sults of  these  surveys  have  shown  state- 
wide yearly  average  molasses  purity  a- 
bove  target  purities  by  5  to  8  points.  How- 


ever, laboratory  tests  have  shown  that 
Louisiana  molasses  could  be  exhausted 
to  the  predicted  target  purities  under 
ideal  conditions.  Therefore,  there  is  sub- 
stantial incentive  to  alter  factory  opera- 
tions to  recover  the  lost  sugar. 

The  survey  also  makes  it  possible  to 
compare  molasses  apparent  purities  (as 
determined  by  polarization)  with  the 
true  purities  (based  on  titration).  The 
apparent  purities  are  usually  8-12  points 
lower  than  the  true  sucrose  value.  There- 
fore, these  low  apparent  purity  figures 
give  the  mill  a  false  confidence  in  their 
performance. 

Modified  analytical  procedures  were 
recommended  to  Louisiana  processors  in 
October  1984.  The  new  methods  do  not 
require  additional  analytical  equipment, 
but  rather  a  procedural  change;  specific- 
ally, the  quantity  of  lead  subacetate  solu- 
tion is  increased  to  a  high  level.  This 
brings  the  value  for  molasses  pol  closer 
to  the  true  sucrose.  It  was  also  recom- 
mended that  refractometer  brix  be  used 
to  calculate  apparent  purity.  The  effect 
of  these  changes  is  to  give  a  higher  value 
for  apparent  purity  of  the  final  molasses 
—a  number  within  2-3  points  of  the  true 
purity.  If  mills  use  the  new  procedure  to 
determine  final  molasses  purity  and 
achieve  the  same  numbers  determined 
by  the  old  method  they  will,  in  fact, 
have  improved  their  operations. 
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STATEMENT  OF  JOHN  E.  THIBAUT,  PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 

BEFORE  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE, 
NUTRITION,  AND  FORESTRY  OF  THE  U.S.  SENATE, 

APRIL  2,  1985 


(Similar  testimony  was  presented  before  the  House  Agriculture  Sub-Committee  on 
Cotton,  Rice,  and  Sugar  on  April  3,  1985.) 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committee: 

My  name  is  John  E.  Thibaut.  I  reside 
in  Napoleonville,  Louisiana.  I  grow 
sugar  cane  and  I  am  president  of  a 
cooperative  that  processes  sugar  cane 
into  raw  sugar. 

I  am  President  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  which  is  a  non-profit  trade 
association  organized  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve the  welfare  of  Louisiana  sugar 
cane  growers  and  processors.  Our  mem- 
bership includes  all  21  Louisiana  raw 
sugar  plants  and  over  97  percent  of  the 
more  than  3,000  cane  growers  and  land- 
lords. 

I  appreciate  having  the  opportunity  to 
speak  to  you  today  on  behalf  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  growers  and  pro- 
cessors. 

A  sugar  title  was  wisely  included  in 
the  Agriculture  and  Food  Act  of  1981. 
The  nonrecourse  commodity  loan  pro- 
gram for  sugar  has  worked  extremely 
well  for  producers,  consumers,  and  tax- 
payers. Import  duties,  fees,  and  quotas 
have  been  used  to  ensure  the  effective- 
ness  of   the   program. 

Since  the  program  was  put  into  effect, 
no  loan  sugar  has  been  forfeited  to  the 
C.C.C.,  it  lias  been  simple  to  operate, 
and  the  program  has  not  cost  any  tax 
money.  In  fact,  the  import  fees  and 
duties  on   foreign  sugar  have  helped  to 


reduce  the  federal  budget  deficits.  Ap- 
proximately $350  million  has  been  col- 
lected in  duties  and  fees  on  imported 
sugar  in  the  last  3  years.  In  addition, 
sugar  producers  have  paid  about  $37 
million  in  interest  on  C.C.C.  loans. 

The  sugar  program  is  anything  but 
over-generous.  Two  Louisiana  process- 
ing plants  and  a  number  of  growers  have 
been  forced  out  of  business  by  economic 
pressures  since  the  1981  farm  bill  was 
passed. 

The  Administration  has  proposed 
changes  in  the  program  that  would  com- 
plicate its  operation,  add  to  the  federal 
deficit,  and  make  it  less  likely  to  succeed. 
In  a  puzzling  action,  the  administration 
proposes  to  move  away  from  target 
prices  for  most  commodities,  while  pro- 
posing what  amounts  to  a  new  system 
of  target  prices  for  sugar.  19S6  loan 
levels  would  be  12  cents  per  pound— a 
reduction  from  1985  loan  levels  of  18 
cents.  The  difference  between  12  cents 
and  the  "established  price"  of  18  cents 
would  be  paid  to  growers  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

A  limit  of  $200,000  per  producer  would 
be  placed  on  C.C.C.  nonrecourse  loans. 
Loans  beyond  $200,000  per  producer 
would  be  recourse.  Such  limits  would 
complicate  the  program  for  no  good 
purpose.  The  government  faces  little 
exposure  under  such  loans  unless  it  fails 
to  maintain  reasonable  market  prices  or 
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unless   extraordinary  business   decisions 
are  made. 

The  1986  "established  price"  of  18 
cents  per  pound  would  be  cut  2  cents 
per  pound  for  each  of  the  years  1987, 
1988,  and  1989.  In  1990,  the  "established 
price"  would  be  12  cents  and  for  1991 
and  thereafter,  the  "established  price" 
would  be  75  percent  of  the  3-year  mov- 
ing average  of  U.S.  market  prices. 

If  that  program  were  passed  tomorrow, 
no  sugar  cane  would  be  planted  in 
Louisiana  this  fall.  Since  our  crop  con- 
tinues to  produce  for  3  years,  some  pro- 
cessing plants  might  continue  to  operate 
during  1986  and  possibly  in  1987.  After 
that,  the  sugar  industry  would  cease  to 
exist.  Over  two  centuries  of  Louisiana 
sugar  producing  history  would  come  to 
an  end. 

Louisiana  produces  enough  sugar  to 
fill  the  needs  of  over  13  million  Ameri- 
cans. Without  Louisiana's  production, 
these  Americans  would  have  to  depend 
on  unstable  foreign  sugar  suppliers  such 
as  South  Africa,  the  Philippines,  Zim- 
babwe, El  Salvador,  and  Haiti. 

Although  we  speak  only  for  Louisiana, 
I  am  confident  that  most,  if  not  all,  other 
U.S.  sugar  producers  would  be  forced 
out  of  business  by  this  proposal.  By  the 
end  of  this  decade,  the  U.S.  could  be 
virtually  totally  dependent  on  foreign 
suppliers  for  our  sugar  needs.  Our  bal- 
ance of  trade  would  slip  farther  into  the 
red. 

The  sugar  program  has  worked  suc- 
cessfully for  sugar  producers.  Just  as 
important,  however,  is  the  fact  that  the 
program  has  helped  consumers  also. 
Consumers  have  a  stable,  close-at-hand, 
supplv  of  sugar.  The  price  of  sugar  has 
stabilized  under  the  sugar  program  at  a 
level  that  is  fair  to  producers  and  con- 
sumers. 

Without  the  program,  U.S.  consumers 

I  would  be  dependent  on  the  wildly  gy- 

|  rating  world  sugar  market.  When  prices 

(  shoot   up,   consumers    are   hurt.     When 

prices  are  depressed,  producers  are  hurt, 

but  the  consumers  never  really  reap  the 

benefits  of  low  prices  due  to  the  "rachet 

effect".   Industrial   sugar  users   increase 
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the  prices  of  their  products  as  sugar 
prices  go  up,  but  do  not  reduce  their 
product  prices  to  the  same  degree  that 
sugar  prices  are  reduced.  Consumers  and 
producers  suffer  from  the  wild  price 
swings,  while  industrial  users  increase 
their  profits.  I  still  remember  being  able 
to  buy  a  soft  drink  for  10  or  150  from 
a  vending  machine  prior  to  1974.  When 
sugar  prices  rose  to  1974,  soft  drinks  in 
vending  machines  began  to  cost  250,350, 
or  even  500.  The  increase  was  blamed 
on  sugar  prices.  Even  when  sugar  prices 
came  back  down,  however,  I  didn't  see 
the  prices  on  those  vending  machines 
come  down. 

Stable  supplies  and  prices  are  not  con- 
ducive to  the  rachet  effect.  If  sugar 
prices  are  relatively  stable,  industrial 
users  don't  have  a  good  excuse  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  their  product  and 
they  can't  make  windfall  profits  by  keep- 
ing their  product  prices  high  as  sugar 
prices  fall.  Therefore,  the  stable  prices 
experienced  under  the  sugar  program 
help  consumers. 

If  reduced  sweetener  prices  really 
mean  lower  product  prices  why  do  soft 
drinks  sweetened  with  relatively  cheap 
saccharin  cost  the  same  as  those  sweet- 
ened with  the  premium  sweetener  — 
natural  sugar.  This  serves  to  show  that 
pricing  policies  of  industrial  sugar  users 
are  not  consistent  with  their  arguments 
that  consumers  would  get  less  expensive 
products  if  sugar  prices  were  reduced. 

Consumers  have  a  vested  interest  in 
stable  sugar  supplies  and  stable  sugar 
prices.  They  would  not  enjoy  such  sta- 
bility under  the  Administration's  pro- 
posed program  or  under  the  situation 
that  existed  for  several  years  prior  to  the 
current  sugar  program.  Consumers  and 
poducers  would  both  be  better  off  with 
continuation  of  the  same  type  of  pro- 
pram  now  in  effect. 

We  currently  have  a  program  that  is 
working  efficiently  and  effectively  at  no 
cost  to  taxpayers.  We  strongly  recom- 
mend that  this  program  be  continued, 
with  reasonable  improvements  in  the 
loan  rate. 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  attention. 


A  CENSUS  OF  SUGAR  CANE  VARIETIES  IN 
LOUISIANA  DURING  19341/ 

Hugh  P.  Fanguy  and  Donald  B.  Fontenot 

U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Field  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA  70361  and 
LA  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70893 


The  1984  Sugar  Cane  variety  census 
was  conducted  by  personnel  of  the  Co- 
operative Extension  Service  in  the  15 
parishes  where  sugar  cane  is  grown  in 
Louisiana.  The  sugar  cane  area  is  di- 
vided into  three  geographic  areas  for 
reporting  purposes(2).  The  Southeastern 
area  is  the  largest  consisting  of  7  parishes 
and  47%  of  the  state  acreage.  The 
Southwestern  area  is  second  largest,  and 
includes  5  parishes,  and  41%  of  the  state 
acreage.  The  Northern  area  is  the  small- 
est, covering  3  parishes  and  12%  of  the 
state  acreage. 

The  sugar  cane  acreage  for  seed  and 
milling  during  1984  was  approximately 
230,000  acres.  This  was  13%  less (35,000 
acres) than  the  1983  crop.  A  severe  freeze 
that  occured  in  December,  1983,  was 
primary  cause  for  the  reduced  acreage. 
The  freeze  caused  poor  stands,  especially 
in  the  second  stubble  fields,  and  resulted 
in  more  sugar  cane  being  plowed  out 
than  normal. 

Acreage  reported  for  the  various  varie- 
ties represents  the  growers'  preference 
for  varieties  released  through  the  co- 
operative selection  and  testing  programs 
in  Louisiana.  The  prefix  CP  refers  to 
varieties  derived  from  true  seed  pro- 
duced at  the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Field 
Laboratory,  Canal  Point,  Florida.  The 
CP  varieties  were  selected  through  seed- 
ling, infield,  and  outfield  selection  stages 
in  Louisiana(3).  Variety  development 
program  operates  under  an  agreement 
among  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
Louisiana  State  University,  and  the4  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  only 
foreign  variety  reported  in  the  census 
was    NCo    310   which   was   selected    in 


Natal,  South  Africa,  from  seed  produced 
at  Coimbatore,  India. 

State  Acreage 

Louisiana  growers  reported  that,  dur- 
ing 1984,  they  were  growing  11  different 
varieties.  The  two  major  varieties  were 
CP  65-357,  grown  on  38%  of  the  state 
acreage,  and  CP  70-321,  on  30% (Table 
1).  The  remaining  one-third  of  the  acre- 
age was  occupied  by  nine  other  varieties, 
primarily  were  CP  72-356,  CP  72-370, 
and  CP  70-330  with  9,  8,  and  5%  of  the 
state  acreage,  respectively.  Two  other 
varieties  CP  74-383  and  CP  73-351  were 
reported  on  3%  of  the  state  acreage.  The 
varieties  NCo  310,  CP  61-37,  CP  48-103, 
and  CP  67-412  each  were  reported  on 
1%  of  the  state  acreage.  The  largest 
change  in  acreage  was  the  decrease  in 
the  variety  CP  65-357  which  occupied 
13%  less  of  the  acreage  in  1984  than  in 
1983.  This  variety  continues  to  drop  in 
acreage  from  a  high  of  71%  of  the  state 
acreage  during  1980  (Table  2).  The 
variety  CP  70-321  occupied  8%  more  of 
the  state  acreage  in  1984  than  in  1983 
and  is  the  first  variety  to  challenge  the 
primacy  of  CP  65-357  in  state  acreage 
since  1976  (Table  2).  The  variety  CP 
70-321  significantly  exceeded  CP  65-357 
in  sugar  per  acre  in  the  plant-cane, 
first-  and  second-stubble  crops  in  the 
1983  outfield  tests(4).  Three  other  varie- 
ties, CP  72-356,  CP  72-370  and  CP  74- 
383,  increased  by  3,  3  and  2%  of  the 
state  acreage  during  1984.  The  variety 
CP  73-351,  which  increased  in  acreage 
by  1%,  is  no  longer  recommended  due  to 
its  high  susceptibility  to  sugar  cane  smut 
(UsUhgo  scitaminea  Sydow)(l). 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


1/     This  manuscript    is   also  being   submitted  to  Sugar  y  Azucar. 
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WITH  PCA.  I  HAVE  A 

PARTNER  Who  REALLY 

knows  my  business: 


FOR  THE  CREDIT  YOU  DESERVE. 


Farmers  all  over  the  South  will  tell  you ...  the  people  at  PCA  are 
agribusiness  pros.  They're  experts  in  farm  financial  manage- 
ment who  are  here  to  help  you  keep  your  business  successful. 
They  understand  your  special  ups  and  downs.  And  they  gear  all 
their  programs  to  your  specific  needs.  Whether  it's  money  for  equip- 
ment, improved  facilities,  chemicals,  or  breeding  stock,  or  if  you're 
looking  for  credit  life  and  credit  disability  insurance,  point-of-sale 
credit  or  electronic  recordkeeping,  you  can  count  on  PCA.  There's 
an  office  near  you,  so  give  us  a  call . . .  for  the  credit  you  deserve. 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 
Varieties  by  Areas 

Southeastern  area.  The  major  variety 
in  the  Southeastern  area  is  CP  65-357 
which  occupies  45%  of  the  area;  this 
acreage  was  7%  less  than  in  1983.  The 
second  most  widely  grown  variety,  CP 
70-321,  was  grown  on  21%  of  the  area 
and  only  increased  1%  over  the  1983 
acreage.  Other  varieties  that  increased 
over  1983  were  CP  72-356,  CP  72-370 
and  CP  74-383   (Table  1). 

Southwestern  area.  The  varieties  CP 
65-357  and  CP  70-321  were  both  re- 
ported on  37%  of  the  acreage  in  the 
Southwestern  area  during  1984(Tablel). 
The  variety  CP  65-357  decreased  by  20% 
of  the  acreage  and  CP  70-321  increased 
by  14%  during  1984.  Other  varieties 
which  increased  were  CP  72-356,  CP  72- 
370  and  CP  74-383.  The  variety  NCo  310, 
which  has  been  popular  in  the  South- 
western area,  declined  by  3%  and  was 
only  replanted  on  3%  of  the  area  during 
1984.  This  variety  is  also  not  recommend- 
ed in  Louisiana  because  of  its  suscepti- 
bility to  sugar  cane  smut. 

Northern  area.  Growers  in  the  Northern 
area  reported  a  lower  percentage  of  CP 
65-357  than  in  the  other  areas,  the  major 
variety  being  CP  70-321  which  occupied 
39%  of  the  Northern  area  (Table  1).  It 
showed  an  increase  of  8%  over  the  1983 
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acreage.  The  Northern  area  has  a  higher 
percentage  of  other  varieties,  CP  72-356, 
CP  72-370,  and  CP  74-383,  than  the  other 
areas.  The  variety  CP  70-330,  reported 
on  15%  of  the  1983  acreage  and  5%  of 
the  1984  acreage,  is  a  variety  for  heavy 
soils,  but  the  variety  normally  yields 
poorly  in  the  second-stubble  crop. 

New  Variety  Status 

The  variety  CP  76-331  was  released 
to  growers  during  the  fall  of  1984.  The 
yield  of  this  variety  exceeded  that  of 
CP  65-357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  outfield 
locations,  on  light  soil,  in  plant-cane, 
first-,  and  second-stubble  experiments 
during  1983(4).  The  main  advantages 
of  CP  76-331  are  its  high  sugar  and  good 
stubbling  ability.  The  variety  is  moder- 
ately susceptible  to  sugar  cane  smut 
and  susceptible  to  damage  by  sugar  cane 
borers.  It  is  expected  that  CP  76-331  will 
prove  useful  to  Louisiana  growers  since 
new  varieties  contribute  to  the  survival 
of  the  industry. 
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Table  1.     The  acreage  that  Louisiana  sugar  cane  varieties    occupied   in   1984   in 
each  sugar  cane  area  and  in  the  State,  with  the  changes  from  1983. 


Area 

Variety 

South- 
eastern 

Chge. 

% 

South- 
western 

Chge. 

% 

Northern 

Chge. 

% 

State 

Chge. 

% 

(%) 

(%) 

(%) 

(%) 

CP  65-357 

45 

-7 

37 

-20 

18 

-11 

38 

-13 

CP  70-321 

21 

+  1 

37 

+  14 

39 

+  8 

30 

+  8 

CP  72-356 

9 

+  3 

7 

+  3 

16 

+  6 

9 

+  3 

CP  72-370 

9 

+  4 

6 

+  3 

11 

+  3 

8 

+  3 

CP  70-330 

7 

+  1 

3 

-1 

5 

-10 

5 

-2 

CP  74-383 

3 

+  2 

3 

+  3 

5 

+  3 

3 

+  2 

CP  73-351 

3 

0 

3 

+  1 

4 

0 

3 

+  1 

NCo  310 

Tr1/ 

0 

3 

-3 

0 

0 

1 

-1 

CP  61-37 

1 

0 

Tr 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

CP  48-103 

1 

-1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

CP  67-412 

Tr 

-1 

Tr 

-1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

V     Tr=   Trace,  less  than  1%  of  state  acreage. 


Table  2.     Variety  utilization .  (percent  of    sugar   cane   acreage)   in   Louisiana,   for 
varieties  grown  in  1975-1984. 


Variety 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

NCo  310 

14 

15 

13 

10 

11 

7 

7 

5 

o 

1 

CP  48-103 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

CP  61-37 

21 

21 

20 

16 

10 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

CP  65-357 

3 

18 

32 

50 

61 

71 

66 

60 

51 

38 

CP  67-412 

RV 

Tr2/ 

Tr 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

CP  70-321 

R 

Tr 

3 

9 

16 

22 

30 

CP  70-330 

R 

Tr 

3 

5 

9 

7 

5 

CP  72-356 

R 

Tr 

3 

6 

9 

CP  72-370 

R 

1 

2 

5 

8 

CP  73-351 

R 

Tr 

2 

3 

CP  74-383 

R 

1 

3 

CP  76-331 

R 

V     Year  released. 
2/     Less  than  \% 

state  acreage. 

APRIL  15,  1985 

13 

WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

output  was  up  264,000  tons,  while  cane 
sugar  increased  53,000  tons.  In  Louisiana, 
USDA  reports  last  year's  cane  crop  of 
4.5  million  tons  for  processing  was  down 
almost  a  fourth  from  the  previous  crop 
and  30  percent  from  1982/83.  The 
severe  freezes  in  December  1983  damag- 
ed the  cane  crop  and  40,000  acres  were 
plowed  under  reducing  1984  cane  area 
for  processing  to  205,000  acres.  Cane 
yields  in  Louisiana  in  the  1984  season 
were  22  tons  an  acre,  down  from  23.9 
in  1983  and  27.6  in  1982.  Cane  sugar 
output  in  1984  totaled  440,000  tons,  raw 
value,  down  27  percent  from  the  previous 
year  and  35  percent  from  1982. 

World  sugar  production  in  1984/85 
was  last  established  in  October  at  97.5 
million  tons,  raw  value.  Since  then,  esti- 
mated have  been  increased  by  2.1  million 
tons  in  total. 
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HERBICIDE 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  programyou'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Tissue  Culture,  Current  Research 


By  now  every  industry  member  has 
heard  some  talk  about  tissue  culture 
and  many  of  you  have  asked  what  the 
research  organizations  in  Louisiana  are 
doing  to  test  this  material.  Most  of  the 
discussion  about  tissue  culture  has  cen- 
ered  around  the  one  company  now  doing 
business  in  this  area,  Crop  Genetics 
International,  or  CGI  which  is  located 
in  Dorsey,  Maryland.  They  have  been 
talking  about  Kleentek  which  is  their 
product  they  are  trying  to  sell  here  in 
Louisiana. 

First  of  all,  what  is  tissue  culture? 
It  is  part  of  the  new  science  called  bio- 
technology where  they  can  produce 
plants  of  a  variety  of  sugar  cane  faster 
than  you  can  produce  them  by  planting 
a  stalk  of  cane.  All  of  this  work  is  done 
in  the  laboratory  where  they  use  test 
tubes  and  glass  dishes.  The  technique 
for  accomplishing  this  involves  breaking 
down  a  shoot  of  cane  into  tiny  parts, 
where  individual  cells  are  involved,  and 
then  growing  these  tiny  plant  parts  back 
into  real  sugar  cane  plants  in  the  labora- 
tory. Once  the  plants  have  grown  enough 
they  are  planted  in  greenhouses  until 
they  are  large  enough  to  be  planted  here 
in  Louisiana.  By  starting  with  stalks  free 
of  diseases,  they  can  make  many  plants 
which  are  all  clean.  Their  hope  is  to  sell 
disease  free  seed  which  could  give  better 
yields  of  cane  at  lower  planting  rates. 

What  research  is  being  done  here  on 
clean  seed  from  tissue  culture?  Nearly 
three  years  ago  representatives  of  CGI 
along  with  the  outfield  variety  testing 
program,  which  consists  of  U.S.D.A., 
L.S.U.  and  League  scientists,  agreed  to 
put  the  Kleentek  material  of  CP  65-357 
into  the  test  fields.  The  first  year  was 
really  a  seed  increase  year  and  now 
plant  cane  tests  will  be  harvested  this 
year.  The  yields  of  this  Kleentek  ma- 
terial, or  CP  65-357  KT  as  we  commonly 
refer  to  it  as,  will  be  compared  to  regu- 
lar field  run  CP  65-357.  The  tests  will 


be  harvested  through  second  stubble  and 
at  that  time  we  can  decide,  just  as  we 
do  for  a  new  variety  of  cane,  whether 
the  material  can  make  better  yields  and 
thus  make  you  more  money. 

There  were  six  test  field  locations 
where  CP  65-357  KT  was  harvested  as 
plant  cane  this  past  harvest  season.  How- 
ever, the  Kleentek  material  that  was 
used  as  seed  was  not  as  mature  a  stalk 
as  the  regular  CP  65-357  and  therefore 
this  was  not  a  good  comparison.  How- 
ever, the  company  wanted  data  as  soon 
as  possible  and  so  the  immature  seed 
was  planted  in  these  tests.  These  results 
indicated  that  there  was  no  significant 
difference. 

In  addition  to  the  outfield  tests,  a 
large  planting  of  the  Kleentek  material 
was  made  at  Graugnard  Farms  in  St. 
James.  Plant  cane  will  be  harvested  this 
year  and  followed  through  to  second 
stubble.  Here  the  plots  are  not  small 
plots  but  rather  are  entire  heaps  long. 
The  test  area  consists  of  over  10  acres. 
Tonnage  yields  will  be  obtained  by 
hauling  the  whole  plot  to  the  mill  and 
getting  core  samples  and  CRS  readings 
from  each  treatment. 

CGI  has  also  planted  some  tests  of 
their  own  using  different  treatments  and 
will  be  harvesting  these  as  plant  cane  this 
year.  Part  of  these  tests  included  an 
Australian  planter  which  cuts  the  cane 
into  pieces. 

What  about  other  types  of  tissue  cul- 
ture research?  Tissue  culture  can  be 
directed  in  different  ways.  CGI  uses  a 
technique  which  makes  nearly  all  of  the 
plants  they  produce  exactly  like  the  ori- 
ginal stalk  they  used.  By  adding  other 
chemicals  to  the  process  you  can  get 
exactly  the  opposite,  where  some  of  the 
plants  that  are  produced  are  different 
than  the   original.   This   has   been   pro- 

( Continued  on  page  6 ) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUBCOMMITTEE  MARKUP 
SCHEDULED 

The  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcom- 
mittee of  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mitte  has  scheduled  markup  sessions  on 
the  cotton,  rice,  and  sugar  titles  of  the 
farm  bill  for  April  30  and  May  1.  The 
Subcommittee,  chaired  by  Representa- 
tive Jerry  Huckaby  (D-La. ),  has  held  a 
series  of  hearings  on  these  commodity 
programs  in  Washington  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  League  President 
John  Thibaut  testified  before  the  Sub- 
committee on  behalf  of  the  sugar  pro- 
gram both  in  West  Monroe,  Louisiana 
and  in  Washington.  Following  markup, 
the  Subcommittee  will  report  a  bill  to 
the  full  Committee  for  consideration  and 
inclusion   in  an  omnibus  farm  bill. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  has 
not  set  a  specific  date  for  markup  of  its 
version  of  a  general  farm  bill,  but  re- 
portedly will  begin  work  in  early  May. 

COMPROMISE  REACHED 
ON  BUDGET 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
briefed  representatives  of  various  com- 
modity groups  on  details  of  the  Senate 
Republican  leadership  /  White  House 
budget  compromise  as  it  related  to  agri- 
culture and  stressed  the  need  for  ap- 
proval of  the  total  package  without 
amendment  when  the  Senate  begins 
consideration.  Actual  figures  for  each 
fiscal  year  are  still  unclear,  but  estimated 
net  expenditures  for  farm  and  income 
price  supports  would  be  $9.6  billion  in 
FYS6,  $10.5  billion  in  FY87,  and  $9.6 
billion  in  FY88  which  compares  to  $13.4 
billion  in  FY85.  The  original  White 
House  budget  had  cut  approximately 
$16  billion  from  the  agriculture  budget, 
whereas  the  compromise  added  $8  bill- 
ion to  that  reduction.  Block  said  no  de- 
cisions had  been  made  on  specific 
amounts  to  be  spent  on  items  such  as 
loan  rates,  target  prices,  payment  limits, 
export  assistance,  etc.  lie  indicated  the 
Department  may  send  an  amended  ver- 
sion of  the  original  Administration  farm 
proposal  to  the  Hill  if  the  budget  com- 
promise passes. 


Block  said  the  compromise  will  mean 
more  gradual  implementation  of  a  mar- 
ket-oriented price  support  policy;  main- 
tenance of  higher  near-term  levels  of 
FmHA  direct  farm  credit;  more  gradual 
phaseout  of  crop  insurance  subsidies; 
higher  funding  for  conservation  pro- 
grams; and  slower  phaseout  of  RE  A  pro- 
grams over  eight  years. 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  DEFEATS 
ASPARTAME  LABELING 
AMENDMENT 

The  Senate  Labor  and  Human  Re- 
sources Committee  defeated  an  amend- 
ment requiring  products  containing  as- 
partame to  carry  labels  telling  con- 
sumers how  much  of  the  artifical  sweet- 
ener is  in  the  product.  The  amendment 
was  offered  during  consideration  of  a 
bill  extending  for  two  more  years  an 
exemption  allowing  saccharine  to  be 
used  in  foods,  despite  animal  tests  link- 
ing it  to  bladder  cancer.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  Committee.  Aspartame 
is  sold  under  the  trade  name  NutraSweet 
and  some  scientists  say  it  may  be  danger- 
ous. Supporters  of  the  labeling  amend- 
ment said  it  would  at  least  allow  con- 
sumers to  know  how  much  of  the  sweet- 
ener  is   contained   in   various   products. 

NEW  TRADE  REPRESENTATIVE 
NOMINATED 

President  Reagan  has  nominated  Clay- 
ton K.  Yeutter  to  be  the  new  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  replacing  William  E. 
Brock,  III,  who  is  the  nominee  to  be  the 
new  Secretary  of  Labor.  Yeutter  is  the 
president  and  chief  executive  of  the 
Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange.  He  is  a 
farmer-rancher  from  Nebraska  and  serv- 
ed as  deputy  trade  representative  from 
1975  to  1977  under  President  Ford.  He 
also  was  an  assistant  agriculture  secre- 
tary during  the  Nixon  Administration. 
Yeutter  said  that  his  trade  philosophy  is 
100  percent  in  line4  with  President 
Reagan's  and  that  government  spending 
and  monetary  policy  are  as  important  as 
trade1  policy  in  shaping  the  U.S.  role  in 
world  trade. 
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Sinbak  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


"KusmtTMi" 
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A  THIRSTY  GENERATION 

(A  reprint  courtesy  of  FARMLINE) 


Soft  drink  makers,  coffee  roasters,  and 
the  dairy  industry  are  all  vying  for  the 
loyalty  of  this  generation  of  consumers, 
but  there's  no  doubt  who  holds  the  cur- 
rent lead.  Americans  consumed  enough 
soft  drinks  in  1983  to  average  40  gallons 
per  person,  and  the  figure  may  still  be 
rising.  The  average  was  less  than  18 
gallons  back  in  1963. 

Coffee,  not  soft  drinks,  was  the  top 
beverage  then,  with  Americans  sipping 
Java  at  the  rate  of  38  gallons  per  person. 
Today,  the  two  beverages  have  switched 
places,  and  coffee  consumption  has 
fallen  to  about  25  gallons  per  person  per 
year.  Milk,  too,  has  taken  a  beating,  with 
consumption  per  person  dropping  in  16 
of  the  last  20  years.  These  are  a  few  of 
the  findings  of  USDA  economist  Karen 
Bunch  and  analyst  Juli  Kurland  on  the 
Economic  Research  Service  after  they 
studied  shifts  in  per  capita  beverage 
consumption.  They  report  the  following 
trends: 

-  Either  Americans  have  gotten  thirstier, 
or  the  plain  old  glass  of  water  is  out  of 
favor.  Overall  consumption  of  com- 
mercial beverages  rose  about  18  gallons 
per  person  between  1963  and  1983, 
from  116  to  134  gallons  a  year.  Appar- 
ently, we  now  head  for  the  refrigerator, 
the  vending  machine,  the  fast  food  out- 
let, or  the  pub— rather  than  the  water 
tap— when   thrist  strikes. 

-  Of  total  beverage  consumption,  roughly 
one  glass  out  of  five  is  an  alcoholic 
drink.  On  average,  Americans  consume 
28.4  gallons  of  beer,  wine,  and  liquor  a 
year,  up  from  17.6  gallons  in  1963.  Beer 
consumption  per  person  climbed  60 
percent  in  the  last  20  years,  and  wine 
consumption   more  than   doubled. 

-  Fruit  juices  are  doing  well,  more  than 
keeping  up  with  population  growth. 
Average  consumption  per  person  rose 
more  than  100  percent  from  1963  to 
1983. 

-  Milk  drinking  dropped  6.7  gallons  per 
person,  from  about  three  of  every  ten 
beverages  consumed  to  one  out  of  five. 
Use  of  whole  milk  plunged  from  more 


than  29  gallons  per  person  in  1963  to 
less  than  16  gallons,  but  sharp  gains 
for  low-fat  and  skim  milk  offset  part 
of  the  loss.  Surveys  show  that  even 
youngsters  6  to  12  years  old  are  drink- 
ing less  milk  these  days. 

-  Coffee,  the  most  popular  beverage  in 
1963,  now  ranks  third  after  soft  drinks 
and  milk,  and  just  a  gallon  per  person 
ahead  of  beer.  Changing  tastes  and 
lifestyles,  price  trends,  health  concerns, 
and  the  switch  by  manufacturers  to  a 
more  bitter  bean  are  possible  expla- 
nations. Whatever  the  reasons,  the  in- 
dustry is  trying  to  reclaim  a  "coffee 
generation"  of  its  own  among  young 
professionals.  According  to  the  Inter- 
national Coffee  Organization,  81  per- 
cent of  individuals  in  their  twenties 
were  coffee  drinkers  in  1963,  compared 
with  only  43  percent  in  1983. 

FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
posed  as  a  new  breeding  technique  in 
sugar  cane  as  well  as  in  other  crops. 
Tests  are  now  being  conducted  by  the 
League  and  U.S.D.A.  as  well  as  by  re- 
searchers in  other  areas  on  this  aspect 
of  tissue  culture. 

Much  is  vet  to  be  learned  about  tissue 
culture  and  its  future  in  cane.  However, 
vour  scientists  in  the  three  organizations 
here  in  Louisiana  are  working  to  deter- 
mine its  Dotential  and  are  trying  to  keep 
vou  ahead  of  the  same. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW   IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)   367-8233 
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SENCOR/  GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 

Final  Molasses  —  1984  Survey  of  Low  Grade  Massecuite  Reheating 

S.  J.  Clarke  and  L.  Serebrinsky 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


A  variety  of  reasons  can  be  given  for 
not  achieving  target  purity  in  final  mo- 
lasses ranging  from  starting  with  too 
high  a  massecuite  purity  to  having 
damaged  screens  in  the  continuous  cen- 
trifuges. Some  of  these  factors  were 
studied  by  ASI  staff  during  the  1984 
season.  Crystallizer  performance  and  the 
final  handling  of  the  massecuite  were 
looked  at  in  particular.  All  conventional 
factories  were  checked  at  least  once 
for  their  performance  in  reheating  and 
centrifuging  the  C-massecuite.  Although 
a  single  test  cannot  give  a  reliable  assess- 
ment of  the  performance  of  a  factory, 
taken  together,  the  results  give  a  picture 
of  the  range  of  problems  over  all  the 
factories.  A  more  detailed  study  of  the 
performance  of  the  whole  svstem  was 
carried  out  at  seven  mills  and  gave  the 
same  results;  in  these  seven  cases,  sam- 
ples were  taken  and  analyzed  from  a 
number  of  sites  over  a  five-day  period. 

A  brief  description  of  the  procedures 
follows.  C-massecuite  was  sampled  leav- 
ing the  last  crystallizer  or  entering  the 
mixer/reheater  and  at  the  massecuite 
feed  to  the  centrifuges.  Using  a  small 
lab  centrifuge  these  samples  were  spun 
immediately  to  obtain  the  molasses.  Final 
molasses  was  obtained  from  the  plant 
centrifugal  before  dilution.  Massecuite 
temperatures  were  determined  at  all  the 
sample  sites.  All  molasses  and  massecuite 
samples  were  analyzed  at  ASI  using  the 
newly  recommended  procedures.  The 
samples  of  molasses  from  the  five-dav 
tests  were  composited  and  their  true  and 
target  purities  measured  as  well  as  their 
saturation   temperatures. 

Results  arc  summarized  in  the  follow- 
ing table.  The  data  show  the  number  of 
mills  experiencing  purity  rises  in  dif- 
ferent ranges.  Results  are  given  for  the 
purity  rise  in  the  mixer  reheater,  across 
the  centrifuge,  and  also  the  overall 
purity  rise. 


Number  of  Mills 

Range  of  Purity  Increase 
0-2  2-5        5-7 


Reheating 

16 

4 

- 

Centrifuge 

11 

8 

1 

Overall 

7 

9 

4 

Only  a  third  of  the  mills  showed  less 
than  2  points  overall  increase  in  molasses 
purity.  Four  showed  a  large  increase  in 
purity  (5-7  points).  Most  of  the  purity 
increase  occurred  in  the  centrifuge, 
possibly  due  to  torn  or  damaged  screens 
and/or  excessive  dilution.  The  ASI  test 
program  was  not  set  up  to  look  at  the 
screens  in  the  centrifuges  but  crystals  in 
the  molasses  at  several  mills  were  noted 
by  Petri  and  Patterson  in  past  seasons. 
It  is  very  important  to  check  the  screens 
in  the  centrifuges  for  erosion  at  the 
beginning  of  each  season  and  regularly 
during  the  season.  Another  reason  for 
the  molasses  purity  increase  is  the  use  of 
excessive  steam  and  /or  water  in  the 
centrifuge  to  heat,  dilute  and  lubricate 
the  massecuite. 

In  fact,  the  test  data  show  that  some  of 
the  massecuite  were  heated  well  above 
the  saturation  temperature  of  their  mo- 
lasses and  this  accounts  for  the  reheating 
purity  rise  in  several  cases.  For  illustra- 
tion, the  three  mills  with  the  highest 
increase  in  purity  reheated  the  masse- 
cuite above  the  saturation  point  by  10- 
17° F.  It  is  possible  to  reheat  the  inital 
massecuite  by  this  amount  without  caus- 
ing a  negative  effect  provided  the  super- 
saturation  is  high  and  provided  this  re- 
heating is  carried  out  quickly.  However, 
fairly  long  retention  times  at  the  high 
temperatures  are  inevitable  with  the 
large  mixer/reheaters  generally  used  in 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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SUGAR  CANE  VARIETY  OUTFIELD 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  LOUISIANA  FOR  1983 

D.D.  Garrison,  C.A.  Richard,  W.R.  Jackson,  and  D.L.  Fontenot1/ 


INTRODUCTION 

The  outfield  testing  program,  con- 
ducted by  the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Field 
Laboratory,  L.S.U.  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  and  The  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  is  the  final  stage  in  evalu- 
ating candidate  sugar  cane  varieties  for 
release  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane  in- 
dustry. In  1983,  candidate  varieties  were 
compared  with  commercial  varieties  on 
major  soil  types  in  plant-cane,  first-stub- 
ble, and  second-stubble  crops  at  loca- 
tions throughout  the  sugar  belt. 

Seasonal  Conditions 

The  1983  crop  was  subjected  to  un- 
favorable seasonal  conditions (2).  Spring 
crop  growth  was  delayed  during  March, 
April,  and  May  because  of  weather  con- 
ditions cooler  and  wetter  than  normal. 
Low  rainfall  in  July  caused  drought  con- 
ditions in  some  areas  of  the  sugar  belt. 
In  December,  cold  arctic  air  caused  a 
very  severe  freeze  throughout  the  sugar 
belt,  but  as  most  of  the  1983  crop  had 
been  harvested,  the  injury  that  resulted 
affected  the  1984  crop. 

Experimental  Procedures 

Outfield  variety  tests  are  hand  planted 
in  a  randomized  block  design  with  plots 
32  ft.  long  by  18  ft.  wide  with  5  ft.  path- 
wavs.  Varieties  in  these  tests  plots  are 
replicated  3  times.  Harvesting  is  done  in 
the  same  order  as  that  for  commercial 
crops;  second  stubble  is  harvested  before 
first  stubble,  and  the  plant  cane  crop  is 
harvested  last  in  the  season.  Additional 
procedures  on  harvesting  and  calculating 
results  from  these  experiments  have  been 
previously  published  ( 4 ) . 


Results 

In  the  discussion  of  test  field  results, 
all  varieties  are  compared  to  CP  65-357, 
a  major  commercial  variety  in  Louisiana. 
In  1983,  51%  of  the  sugar  cane  acreage 
was  in  CP  65-357  (1).  For  statistical 
analysis  of  the  data,  the  GLM  Procedure 
of  the  Statistical  Analysis  System  was 
used.  Statistically  significant  differences 
were  determined  using  Tukey's  w-pro- 
cedure  (Honestly  Significant  Difference 
Test)  at  the  .05  probability  level  (3). 
Results  are  discussed  by  soil  type  and 
crop  for  each  yield  factor  (pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
and  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane )  in 
terms  of  varieties  which  yielded  sig- 
nificantly more  or  less  than  CP  65-357. 

The  results  of  stalk  weight  and  of 
stalk  population  are  discussed  in  plant- 
cane,  first-stubble  and  second-stubble 
crops  as  a  combined  average  for  both 
light  and  heavy  soil  types. 

Light  Soil  Results 

Plant-cane  crop  ( Table  1 ) :  In  sugar 
per  acre,  three  varieties  (CP  78-304,  CP 
76-331,  and  CP  70-321)  were  signifi- 
cantly higher  than  CP  65-357.  The  other 
five  varieties  were  not  significantly 
different  from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  two  varieties 
(CP  76-331  and  CP  74-383)  were  sig- 
nificantly higher  than  CP  65-357. 

In  sugar  per  ton,  two  varieties  (CP 
78-304,  CP  76-331)  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  65-357. 

First-stubble  crop  ( Table  2 ) :  In  sugar 
per  acre,   six  varieties   (CP  70-321,   CP 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


1  /  Agronomist,  U.  S.  Sugar  Cane  Field  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA,  Agronomists,  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  New  Orleans,  LA  and  Associate,  Sugar  Station,  LA  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,   LSU,   Baton   Rouge,   LA,   respectively. 
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70-330,  CP  72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-301, 
and  CP  76-331)  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357,  and  one  variety  (CP 
72-356)  was  not  significantly  different 
from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  six  varieties 
(CP  70-321,  CP  70-330,  CP  72-370,  CP 
74-383,  CP  76-301,  and  CP  76-331)  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  three  vari- 
etes  (CP  70-321,  CP  70-330,  and  CP  76- 
331)  were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
65-357,  while  CP  74-383  was  significantly 
lower. 

Second  stubble  crop  (Table  3):  In 
sugar  per  acre,  six  varieties  (CP  70-321, 
CP  70-330,  CP  72-356,  CP  74-383,  CP 
76-301,  and  CP  76-331)  were  significantly 
higher  than  CP  65-357,  while  one  variety 
(CP  72-370)  was  not  significantly  differ- 
ent from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  four  varieties 
(CP  70-321,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-301,  and 
CP  76-331)  were  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  six  varieties 
(CP  70-321,  CP  70-330,  CP  72-356,  CP 
72-370,  CP  76-301,  and  CP  76-331)  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 

Heavy  Soil  Results 

Plant-cane  crop  ( Table  4 ) :  In  sugar 
per  acre,  CP  78-304  was  significantly 
higher  than  CP  65-357,  and  the  other  six 
varieties  were  not  significantly  different 
from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  CP  74-383 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP  78-304 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357 
while  CP  74-383  was  significantly  lower. 

First-stubble  crop  (Tabic  5):  In  sugar 
per  acre,  three  varieties  (CP  70-330,  CP 
72-370,  and  CP  76-331)  were  signifi- 
cantly higher  than  CP  65-357,  and  the 
other  five  varieties  were  not  significantly 
different  from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  no  variety 
was  significantly  different  from  CP 
65-357. 


In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  three  varieties 
(CP  70-330,  CP  72-370,  and  CP  76-331) 
were  significantlv  higher  than  CP  65- 
357. 

Second-stubble  crop  (Table  6):  In 
sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was  signifi- 
cantly different  from  CP  65-357. 

In  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  CP  74-383 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 

In  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  CP  76-331 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357. 

Stalk  Weight  and  Population  Results 

Stalk  weight  (Table  7):  In  plant  cane 
CP  76-331  had  significantly  heavier  stalk 
weights,  and  CP  78-303  and  CP  78-304 
had  significantlv  lighter  stalk  weights, 
than  CP  65-357/ 

In  first  stubble,  CP  70-330  was  the 
only  variety  with  significantly  heavier 
stalk  weight  than  CP  65-357. 

In  second  stubble,  both  CP  72-370  and 
CP  76-301  were  significantlv  lighter  in 
stalk  weight  than  CP  65-357. 

Population  (Table  8):  In  plant  cane, 
five  varieties  (CP  70-321,  CP  72-370,  CP 
74-383,  CP  78-303  and  CP  78-304)  had 
significantly  more  stalks  per  acre  than 
CP  65-357,  and  three  varieties  were  not 
significantly   different  from   CP  65-357. 

In  first  stubble,  five  varieties  (CP 
70-321,  CP  72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-301, 
and  CP  76-331)  had  significantly  more 
stalks  per  acre  than  CP  65-357. 

In  second  stubble,  four  varieties  (CP 
70-321,  CP  74-383.  CP  76-301  and  CP 
76-331)  had  significantlv  more  stalks  per 
acre  than  CP  65-357. 

Conclusion 

In  1983,  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  and 
second-stubble  data  were  obtained  on 
two  unreleased  1976  series  varieties,  CP 
76-331  and  CP  76-301.  The  more  promis- 
ing variety,  in  terms  of  yield  of  sugar  per 
acre,  was  CP  76-331.  Which  was  sig- 
nificantly higher  than  CP  65-357  in  sugar 
per  acre  in  all  crops  on  light  soils  and  in 
first  stubble  on  heavy  soils.  On  light 
soils,  CP  76-301  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  65-357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  first 
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and  second  stubble  and,  on  heavy  soils,  and  CP  65-357  in  sugar  per  acre,  while 

it  was  equal  to  CP  65-357  in  all  crops;  CP  70-330,   CP  72-370   and  CP  76-331 

however,  this  variety  is  very  susceptible  yielded  significantly  more  than  CP  65- 

to  mosaic.  357  in  first  stubble. 


Plant  cane  results  were  taken  on  two 
unreleased  1978  series  varieties,  CP  78- 
303  and  CP  78-304.  While  CP  78-304  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  65-357  in 
sugar  per  acre,  CP  78-303  was  similar  in 
yields  to  CP  65-357.  Both  of  these  vari- 
etes  lodged  severely  at  several  outfield 
locations  and  their  losses  in  harvesting 
may  be  commercially  unacceptable. 

Among  the  commercial  varieties  on 
light  soil,  CP  65-357  yielded  signifi- 
cantly less  in  sugar  per  acre  than  CP 
70  321  in  plant  cane;  than  CP  70-330, 
CP  70-321,  CP  72-370,  and  CP  74-383 
in  first  stubble,  and  than,  CP  70-321,  CP 
74-383,  CP  72-356  and  CP  70-330  in 
second  stubble. 

Plant  cane  and  second  stubble  data 
on  heavy  soils  showed  no  significant 
difference  between  commercial  varieties 
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Table  1.     Combined  results,  of  eight  plant-cane  tests  on  light  soil  for  1983. 


Variety 

Sugar/acre 

Cane/acre 

Sugar/ton 
of  cane 

No.  of 
reps. 

(lbs/a) 

(tons /a) 

dbs/t) 

CP  76-331 

7641 

iV 

29.3  a 

261  ab 

30 

CP  78-304 

7114  ab 

26.0    b 

270  i 

^ 

31 

CP  70-321 

7020  ab 

27.8  ab 

253 

be 

31 

CP  74-383 

6864 

be 

29.1a 

237 

d 

30 

CP  72-370 

6763 

be 

27.3  ab 

248 

cd 

31 

CP  78-303 

6715 

be 

27.0  ab 

250 

be 

31 

CP  76-301 

6623 

be 

26.3    b 

252 

be 

30 

CP  65-357 

6227 

c 

25.4    b 

245 

cd 

30 

CP  72-356 

6206 

c 

25.3    b 

246 

cd 

31 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

747 

2.5 

11 

1 1     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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(Continued  from  previous  page) 

Table  2.     Combined  results  of  seven  first-stubble  tests  on  light  soil  for  1983. 


Variety 

Sugar/ acre 

Cane/acre 

Sugar/ton 
of  cane 

No.  of 
reps. 

(lbs/a) 

(tons /a) 

dbs/t) 

CP  76-331 

7196  a1/ 

28.5    b 

253  a 

27 

CP  70-330 

6788  a 

27.1    be 

251  ab 

27 

CP  70-321 

6711  ab 

26.8    be 

249  abc 

26 

CP  76-301 

6590  abc 

27.3    be 

241    bed 

27 

CP  74-383 

6573  abc 

30.6  a 

216          e 

27 

CP  72-370 

6136    be 

25.7      cd 

238      cd 

26 

CP  72-356 

5972      cd 

24.5       de 

243  abed 

27 

CP  65-357 

5416        d 

22.8          e 

237        d 

26 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

627 

2.0 

11 

1 1     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 


Table  3.     Combined  results  of  eight  second-stubble  tests  on  light  soil  for  1983. 


Variety 

Sugar/ acre 

Cane/  acre 

Sugar/ton 
of  cane 

No.  of 
reps. 

(lbs/a) 

(tons /a) 

dbs/t) 

CP  76-331 

7099  a  V 

28.7    b 

248  a 

30 

CP  76-301 

6811  a 

29.2    b 

234    b 

30 

CP  70-321 

6801a 

28.0    be 

243  ab 

30 

CP  74-383 

6615  ab 

31.3  a 

211    c 

30 

CP  72-356 

6125    be 

26.3      cde 

233    b 

30 

CP  70-330 

5927      c 

25.0        de 

236  ab 

29 

CP  72-370 

5779      cd 

24.6          e 

235    b 

30 

CP  65-357 

5430        d 

24.9        de 

218      c 

30 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

496 

1.7 

12 

1 1  Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the   5%  level  of  prob- 

ability by  USD  test. 
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Table  4. 

Combined  results  of  three  plant-cane  tests  on  heavy  soil  for  1983. 

Variety 

Sugar/ton                       No.  of 
Sugar/acre                         Cane/acre                         of  cane                          reps. 

(lbs/a)                            (tons/a)                             (lbs/t) 

CP  78-304 

7555  a1/ 

30.0  ab 

251  i 

i 

11 

CP  76-331 

7126  ab 

28.8  ab 

245  ab 

11 

CP  74-383 

7098  ab 

32.1a 

218 

d 

10 

CP  70-321 

7019  abc 

29.5  ab 

236 

be 

11 

CP  72-370 

6890  abed 

29.2  ab 

235 

be 

11 

CP  65-357 

6720    bed 

28.5    b 

234 

be 

11 

CP  76-301 

6499    bed 

28.4    b 

226 

cd 

11 

CP  78-303 

6227      cd 

27.1    b 

230 

cd 

11 

CP  72-356 

6096        d 

27.0   b 

224 

cd 

11 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

796 

3.3 

12 

V     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 


Table  5. 

Combined  results  of  three  first-stubble  tests  on  heavy  soil  for  1983. 

Variety 

Sugar/ton                       No.  of 
Sugar/acre                         Cane/acre                        of  cane                           reps. 

(lbs/a)                             (tons/a)                              (lbs/t) 

CP  76-331 

7296  aV 

28.4  ab 

256  a 

10 

CP  72-370 

7008  ab 

28.1  ab 

250  ab 

7 

CP  70-330 

6911  ab 

28.1  ab 

246  abc 

10 

CP  74-383 

6780  abc 

29.3  a 

231      cd 

9 

CP  70-321 

6637  abc 

27.5  ab 

241  abed 

10 

CP  76-301 

6354    be 

26.8  ab 

238    bed 

10 

CP  65-357 

5990      c 

26.3  ab 

228        d 

10 

CP  72-356 

5902      c 

25.8    b 

227        d 

10 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

880 

3.0 

15 

1 1     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  6.     Results   of  one  second-stubble  test  on  heavy  soil  for  1983. 


Variety 

Sugar/ acre 

Cane/ acre 

Sugar/ton 
of  cane 

No.  of 
reps. 

(lbs/a) 

(tons /a) 

(lbs/t) 

'""  '^™ 

CP  70-330 

7451  aV 

28.2  ab 

264  ab 

4 

CP  74-383 

7236  ab 

29.3  a 

247    b 

4 

CP  72-370 

7052  ab 

26.9  abc 

263  ab 

4 

CP  76-301 

6920  ab 

26.7  abc 

260  ab 

4 

CP  76-331 

6580  ab 

23.9      c 

276  a 

4 

CP  70-321 

6501  ab 

24.9    be 

262  ab 

4 

CP  65-357 

6288  ab 

24.4    be 

258    b 

4 

CP  72-356 

6104    b 

23.7      c 

257    b 

4 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

1174 

3.9 

17 

1 J     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 


Table  7.     Combined  results  of  stalk  weights   as   an  average   of   all  locations   for 
plant-cane,  first-,  and  second-stubble  crops  during  1983. 


Variety 

Plant  cane 

First 
Stubble 

Second 
Stubble 

(lbs) 

CP  76-331 

2.38  aV 

1.95  ab 

1.80  ab 

CP  72-356 

2.33  ab 

1.90    be 

1.77  ab 

CP  65-357 

2.24 

be 

1.86    bed 

1.78  ab 

CP  74-383 

2.24 

be 

1.88    bed 

1.70    be 

CP  76-301 

2.19 

cd 

1.77        d 

1.62      c 

CP  70-321 

2.18 

cd 

1.95  ab 

1.80  ab 

CP  72-370 

2.17 

cde 

1.79      cd 

1.66      c 

CP  78-303 

2.13 

de 

CP  78-304 

2.07 

e 

CP  70-330 

2.02  a 

1.86  a 

H.S.D.  (.05) 

.11 

.12 

.11 

1  /     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  arc  not  significantly  different  at  the   5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  USD  test. 
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Table  8.     The  number  of  millable  stalks  per  acre  as  an  average  of  all  locations 
for  plant-cane,  first-,  and  second-stubble  crops  during  1983. 


Variety 


Plant  cane 


First 
stubble 


Second 
stubble 


(average  ■#.  of  stalks  /acre)V 


CP  74-383 
CP  78-304 
CP  70-321 
CP  72-370 
CP  78-303 
CP  76-331 
CP  76-301 
CP  65-357 
CP  72-356 
CP  70-330 


26663  a2/ 
26177  ab 
25916  ab 
25717  ab 
25587  ab 
24649  abc 
24539    be 
23355      cd 
22182        d 


32521  a 


28066   cd 
29317  be 


29430  be 
31042  ab 
25705    e 
26358   de 
27446   cde 


36639  a 


30818  b 
30069  be 


31304  b 
36193  a 
28105  c 
29606  be 
27792  c 


H.S.D.  (.05) 


2102 


2270 


2612 


1/     Populations  are  calculated  from  the  total  cane  stalk  weight  divided  by  the  average  weight 
of  a  single  stalk. 

2/     Means  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  5%  level  of  prob- 
ability by  HSD  test. 


AUDUBON  SUGAR 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

Louisiana.  Short  times  could  be  possible 
using  indirect  reheating,  for  example, 
radio  frequency  (microwave).  Further- 
more, indirect  reheating  could  minimize 
dilution  of  the  massecuite  in  the  cen- 
trifuge, and  hence  avoid  the  possibility 
of  redissolving  sugar  crystals.  The  brix 
data  of  molasses  before  and  after  re- 
heating were  used  to  calculate  the  effect 
of  dilution,  but  the  results  from  this 
calculation  did  not  give  a  consistent 
picture. 

The  average  molasses  purity  increase 
for  all  Louisiana  factories  was  about  3 
points,  a  significant  part  of  the  difference 
between  true  and  target  purities.  More 
than  half  a  pound  of  sugar  per  ton  of 


cane  is  lost  by  an  increase  in  molasses 
purity  of  only  1  point.  Purities  closer  to 
target  purities  are  being  achieved  in  the 
crystallizers  but  are  lost  in  the  final 
handling  of  the  low  grade  massecuite. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By  Thomas  M.  Warner 


THE  SUGARMARK 


You  may  have  seen  the  above  symbol, 
called  the  sugarmark,  on  products  con- 
taining sugar.  The  sugarmark  is  the 
international  symbol  for  sugar  (sucrose). 
It  is  used  in  10  countries  —  Belgium, 
Brazil,  France,  Ireland,  Netherlands, 
Portugal,  South  Africa,  Spain,  Sweden, 
and  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Sugarmark  is  used  on  sugar  pack- 
ages and  packets,  on  sugar  transport 
vehicles  and  in  consumer  advertising  to 
convey  the  sugar  producer's  pride  in  his 
product.  It  is  also  used  on  fine  quality 
food  products  to  let  consumers  know  at 
a  glance  that  a  product  is  sweetened 
solely  with  sugar  —  the  premium  sweet- 
ener. 

Consumers  in  this  country  will  soon 
be  able  to  spot  the  easily  indentifiable 
Sugarmark  on  sugar  packages,  packets 
and  on  premium  products  that  are  sweet- 
ened only  with  sucrose. 

The  Sugar  Association  of  Washington, 
D.C.  is  heading  the  campaign  promoting 
the  use  of  the  sugarmark. 

Jack  O'Connell,  President  of  the  Sugar 
Association,  says:  "Sugar  is  the  original 
sweetener  —  the  one  consumers  know 
and  trust  for  quality,  taste  and  perfor- 
mance. With  the  increasing  availiability 
of  alternative  sweeteners  in  the  market- 
place, we  thought  consumers  needed  a 
simple  means  of  identifying  which  pro- 
ducts contain  sucrose.  As  well,  manu- 
facturers need  a  means  of  telling  pro- 
spective purchasers  that  their  premium 
quality  product  still  uses  sugar  and  not 
a  lesser  substitute". 


If  anyone  is  interested  in  using  the 
sugarmark  on  items  such  as  stationary, 
food  products,  etc.,  please  contact  the 
League  office.  We  will  have  the  proper 
information  mailed  to  you. 


International  Sweetener 
Symposium 

Place:   The  Mayflower  Hotel, 
Washington,  D.C. 

When:  June  5,  6,  7,  1985 

The  symposium  is  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group.  This 
year's  symposium  will  focus  on  the 
General  Farm  Bill,  and  will  feature 
speakers  from  the  U.S.  Congress  and  ex- 
perts on  international  sweetener  policy. 
Contact  the  League  office  for  more  in- 
formation. 


EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE: 

2  -  1972   J&L    Harvesters 

1  -  1974  Thompson  Harvester 

3  -  IH  1066  tractors 

2  -  IH  966  tractors 

1  -  Caterpillar    motor    patrol    Model    12E 

2  -  Amco  24  ft.  discs 

1-15  ft.  Caldwell  mower 

and    other    varied    equipment   for   sugar    cane 
operation. 

Contact:    Pat    Accardo,    (Oaklawn    Plantation) 
318/828-2886.  No  collect  calls. 


MAY  15,  1985 


FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Contact  Committee  Meeting,  June  20  in  Houma, 
Lloyd  Lauden  Scholarship  Fund,  The  Crop 


This  year  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  Contact  Committee  Meeting  will 
be  held  on  the  morning  of  June  20,  1985. 
Since  we  alternate  sites  each  year  be- 
tween the  U.S.D.A.  andL.S.U.,  this  year's 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  U.S.D.A.  in 
Houma.  The  starting  time,  location  and 
agenda  for  the  Contact  Committee  Meet- 
ing will  be  printed  in  the  next  issue  of 
The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

On  April  19,  you,  the  Sugar  Industry, 
hosted  a  retirement  party  for  Lloyd  L. 
Lauden.  The  night  was  a  gala  event 
attended  by  nearly  600  people.  In  the 
next  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  we 
will  have  pictures  of  the  party  and  a 
description  of  the  program  that  was 
conducted  that  evening.  One  of  the 
presents  given  to  Lloyd  that  evening  is 
worth  mentioning  at  this  time.  We  have 
established  a  scholarship  fund  in  the 
name  of  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  at  L.S.U.  This 
annual  scholarship  will  be  made  avail- 
able to  someone  in  the  Agronomy  De- 
partment at  L.S.U.  and  who  is  related 
to  someone  in  the  sugar  industry.  Part 
of  the  money  collected  from  the  tickets 
sold  to  the  retirement  party  along  with 
some  gift  money  will  be  used  to  establish 
this  scholarship  fund.  The  money  is  de- 
posited in  the  L.S.U.  Foundation  and 
the  interest  earned  will  be  used  to  pay 
out  the  scholarship  each  year.  Additional 
money  can  be  contributed  at  any  time  to 
this  scholarship  fund  and  in  time  the 
amount  ol  the  scholarship  can  be  raised. 
Anyone  wishing  to  make  a  tax  deduc- 
tible contribution  to  tin's  scholarship 
simply  has  to  make  a  check  out  to  the 
L.S.U.  Foundation  and  write  at  the 
bottom  that  it  is  for  the  Lloyd  Lauden 
Scholarship.  Checks  can  be  mailed  to  the 
League  Office  and  we  will  take  care  of 
it.   The   money  is  certainly  for  a   good 


cause  and  by  helping  to  educate  young 
people  from  the  industry  the  money 
should  be  returned  to  the  industry  many 
times  over.  Forms  describing  the  scholar- 
ship and  information  on  contributing  to 
it  are  also  available  from  the  League 
Office. 

The  dry,  warm  weather  in  April  has 
been  good  for  tillering.  Those  fields  that 
were  in  good  shape  in  March  are  looking 
very  good  now.  However,  the  fields  with 
poorer  stands  have  not  shown  as  much 
improvement.  Most  second  stubble  is 
still  weak.  First  stubble  used  for  seed 
last  year  is  generally  not  good  and  there 
are  some  plant  cane  fields  that  came  up 
to  a  good  stand  last  fall  but  did  not 
survive  the  winter  in  good  shape.  These 
plant  cane  fields  that  were  planted  at 
the  wrong  time  have  made  some  im- 
provement but  will  still  be  somewhat 
affected  by  the  freeze.  Fields  of  C.P. 
74-383  planted  early  seem  to  be  most 
affected.  Overall  this  year's  crop  looks 
better  than  did  last  year's  at  this  same 
time.  The  fact  that  there  is  so  much  plant 
cane  in  the  industry  will  certainly  help 
overall  yields. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA  <mW>  FERTILIZER 


NEW   IBERIA,  LA.  (318)   367-8233 
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SlNBAR  this  spring 
can  mean  more 

cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young  cane 
crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR® 
weed  killer  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane  at 
harvest. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


"I'-.U5«HT»C" 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUBCOMMITTEE  MARKUP 
DELAYED 

The  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar  Sub- 
committee of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  chaired  by  Representative 
Jerry  Huckaby  (D-La. ),  canceled  mark- 
up sessions  scheduled  for  April  30  and 
May  1  on  the  cotton,  rice  and  sugar 
sections  of  the  farm  bill.  The  markup  has 
been  rescheduled  for  May  15  and  16. 
The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  has 
tentatively  scheduled  its  markup  for 
May  14. 


1985  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

As  reported  in  a  previous  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  1985  International 
Sweetener  Symposium  will  be  held  at 
the  Mayflower  Hotel  in  Washington,  DC, 
on  June  5-7.  It  is  the  second  symposium 
sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Sweetener  Pro- 
ducers Group.  Both  Senator  Russell 
Long  (D-La.)  and  Representative  Jerry 
Huckaby  (D-La.)  have  agreed  to  be  on 
the  program  as  well  as  House  Agri- 
culture Committee  Kika  de  la  Garza 
(D-Tex. ), House  Minority  Leader  Robert 
Michel  (R-Ill. ),  and  House  Majority 
Whip  Thomas  Foley  (D-Wa.).  There 
also  will  be  many  other  key  congression- 
al, government,  labor,  business  and  do- 
mestic sweetener  industry  leaders  par- 
ticipating in  the  Symposium.  Attendance 
is  expected  to  be  in  excess  of  300.  If  you 
are  interested  in  attending  the  Sym- 
posium, contact  the  League  office  in 
New  Orleans  for  further  details  on  how 
to  register.  It  is  especially  important  this 
year  when  new  farm  legislation  is  being 
written  that  Louisiana  sugar  producers 
support  and  be  well  represented  at  the 
Symposium.  The  registration  fee  is  $300 
per  person. 


U.S.  SWEETENER  PRODUCERS 
GROUP  HOLDS  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group 
(USSPG),  holding  its  second  annual 
meeting  in  Washington  April  24,  an- 
nounced it  has  readied  a  membership  of 
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150  after  its  start  less  than  two  years  ago 
by  a  half-dozen  U.S.  producing  firms 
and  trade  associations  representing  the 
sweetener  producing  industry.  The  US- 
SPG's  membership  includes  cane,  beet 
and  corn  producers,  domestic  corn  and 
beet  processors,  numerous  allied  labor 
groups  and  organizations  which  supply 
goods  and  services  to  the  entire  domestic 
sweetener  producing  industry,  repre- 
senting every  geographic  segment  of  the 
country.  Anyone  interested  in  becoming 
a  member  should  contact  the  USSPG  at 
1730  M  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20036  or  the  League  office  in  New 
Orleans  for  further  information  on  dues 
and  membership  requirements. 


CONFEREES  REACH  AGREEMENT 
ON  VEHICLE  RECORD-KEEPING 
REQUIREMENTS 

House  and  Senate  conferees  have 
reached  agreement  on  provisions  of  a 
bill  to  repeal  contemporaneous  record- 
keeping requirements  added  by  the  1984 
Tax  Reform  .Act.  The  conference  was 
necessary  because  of  differences  in 
House  and  Senate  versions  of  the  legis- 
lation. The  most  important  aspect  of  the 
agreement  for  agricultural  groups  is  that 
auto  logs  will  not  be  required  to  sub- 
stantiate vehicle  use  claims  on  tax  re- 
turns. A  vote  on  the  conference  report 
is  expected  in  the  Senate  and  House 
sometime  during  the  first  part  of  this 
month. 


ITC  BEGINS  INVESTIGATION  OF 
SUGAR  BLENDS 

The  International  Trade  Commission 
(ITC)  has  begun  its  investigation  into 
whether  certain  products  containing 
sugar  are  being  imported  under  such 
prices  and  in  such  quantities  that  they 
are  interfering  with  the  U.S.  domestic 
sugar  program.  The  investigation  was 
ordered  in  conjunction  with  the  Presi- 
dent's emergency  proclamation  in  Janu- 
ary 1985  restricting  the  importation  of 
certain  sugar  blends.  The  ITC  will  hold 
a  public  hearing  on  July  17. 
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Some  people 
think  this  is  a  farmer. 


We  know  better. 

This  is  a  businessman.  A  scientist.  An  economist.  A  day 
laborer.  A  manager.  And  plenty  more.  All  rolled  up  into  one. 

He  has  to  be. 

He's  got  enough  on  his  mind  already.  He  doesn't  have  time 
to  worry  about  his  long-term  credit  needs. 

That's  why  generations  of  American  farmers  have  trusted 
the  world's  greatest  system  of  financing  for  agricultural  land, 
improvements  and  debt  restructuring. 

They'd  rather  do  business  with  people  who  know  what 
this  man  really  is. 

That's  why  they  come  back  to  the  Land. 


The  Federal  Land  Bank 


{=> 
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WASHINGTON,  D.C.  BUS  TRIP 

By  Dr.  Charley  Richard  and  Windell  Jackson 


On  Monday,  February  18,  1985,  39 
members  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
left  New  Orleans  by  bus  for  Washington, 
D.C.  In  route  we  had  to  travel  through 
the  Appalachian  Mountains  and  near 
Roanoke,  Virginia  our  interest  in  the 
snow  got  the  best  of  us  and  we  stopped 
the  bus  and  had  a  good  old  fashion 
snowball  fight. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  the  Washington 
area  on  Wednesday,  our  first  stop  was 
at  the  U.S.D.A.  Research  Center  in  Belts- 
ville,  Maryland.  Dr.  Gordon  Carpenter 
gave  us  a  tour  of  the  over  7000  acre  re- 
search facility  where  research  is  con- 
ducted on  many  different  crops  and 
animals.  We  were  also  given  a  special 
tour  of  the  sugar  cane  quarantine  pro- 
gram by  Dr.  Graves  Gillespie.  Sugar 
cane  varieties  which  are  brought  into 
the  U.S.  from  other  areas  must  be  heat 
treated  and  grown  in  greenhouses  at 
this  facility  before  going  anywhere  else. 
Before  they  leave  this  facility,  the  scien- 
tists check  to  be  certain  the  cane  con- 
tains no  insects  or  diseases.  This  is  our 
domestic  industry's  protection  against 
new  diseases  and  insects  while  allowing 
scientists  the  freedom  to  bring  in  new 
varieties  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 
In  addition  to  the  quaratine  work,  Dr. 
Gillespie  discussed  some  of  the  cane 
disease  research  that  he  conducts. 

That  evening  our  group  hosted  a  re- 
ception for  our  Congressional  delegation 
and  their  staff  members  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  Agriculture  Committee 
Room.  The  event  was  well  attended  by 
members  of  our  delegation  and  also 
attending  were  Rep.  de  la  Garza  of 
Texas,  Chairman  of  the  House  Agri- 
culture Committee,  along  with  several 
staff  members  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee.  This  reception  gave  our  in- 
dustry members  a  chance  to  talk  one  on 
one  with  the  people  who  represent  us 
in  Washington  and  who  will  have  a 
voice    in    our   future1   in    sugar. 

On  Thursday,  the  group  started  the 
day  with  a  tour  of  the  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing  where  paper  money 


is  printed.  The  tour  was  extremely  inter- 
esting, especially  in  one  room  where 
there  were  several  stacks  of  $100  bills 
with  each  stack  containing  32  million 
dollars.  Unfortunately  no  samples  were 
given  out.  The  group  then  moved  on  to 
the  House  Office  Buildings  where  we 
met  with  Congressman  "Billy"  Tauzin 
in  his  office.  We  later  walked  to  the 
Senate  Office  Building  where  we  met 
with  Senator  Russell  Long.  Both  assured 
us  of  their  continued  support  of  the  su- 
gar industry. 

After  lunch  we  toured  the  U.S.  Capitol 
and  were  allowed  into  the  galleries  of 
the  U.S.  Senate.  While  there,  the  Senate 
was  having  confirmation  hearings  on 
Edwin  Meese  on  his  nomination  for 
Attorney  General.  The  group  moved  over 
to  the  U.S.D.A.  Building  and  heard  from 
two  key  U.S.D.A.  officials,  Mr.  Tom  Kay 
and  Mr.  John  Nuttall  concerning  the 
upcoming  General  Farm  Bill.  They  ad- 
dressed the  issue  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  perspective.  After  this 
briefing,  our  group  then  traveled  to  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery.  There  we 
were  able  to  see  the  Tomb  of  the  Un- 
known Soldier,  the  changing  of  the 
guard  and  the  Kennedy  graves.  That 
evening  we  were  invited  to  a  hospitality 
hour  by  the  American  Sugar  Beet  Grow- 
ers Association  who  were  having  their 
annual  meeting  that  same  week.  While 
there  our  group  was  able  to  meet  a 
number  of  beet  producers  and  the  ex- 
change of  friendships  will  undoubtedly 
improve  the  working  relationship  be- 
tween our  two  groups. 

On  Friday,  we  had  a  tour  of  the 
Washington,  D.C.  area  by  bus.  On  this 
tour  we  were  able  to  see  the  Jefferson, 
Iwo  Jima,  Vietnam  and  Washington 
monuments,  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  the  Washington 
Cathedral,  Georgetown,  the  Pentagon, 
the  Supreme  Court  and  Embassy  Row. 
Friday  afternoon  and  Saturday  morn- 
ing were  left  open  for  each  person  to 
tour  on  his  own.  Most  spent  their  time 
in  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum, 
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the  National  Museum  of  American  His- 
tory or  the  National  Museum  of  Natural 
History. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  our  tour  of  the 
Washington  area  ended  with  a  stop  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  Va.  for  a  tour  of  George 
Washington's  home.  The  manor  house, 
gardens,  outbuildings  and  grounds  have 


been  restored  to  appear  as  he  left  them 
and  was  a  very  interesting  stop.  Sunday 
and  Monday  consisted  of  traveling  home. 
Our  group  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on 
Monday  afternoon,  tired,  but  having 
seen  much  of  our  Nation's  Capitol  they 
certainly  have  a  better  understanding  of 
how  our  government  works. 


Participants  on  the  Washington,  D.C.  Bus  Trip. 


Dr.  Graves  Gillespie  (facing  camera)  explaning  the  sugar  cane  quarantine  program  in  the  quaran- 
tine greenhouse  at  the  U.S.D.A.  Research  Center  in  Beltsville,  Maryland. 
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Reception  hosted  by  the  bus  participants  for  the  La.  Congressional  delegation. 


Rep.  de  la  Garza,  Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  discussing  the  1985  Farm  Bill 
at  our  reception  in  Washington. 


Bus  participants  listening  to  Sen.  Russell  Long  discuss  the  future  of  sugar  in  his  office. 
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Industry  members  discussing  farm  issues  with  Congressman  Billy  Tauzin  in  his  office. 


Our  group  watching  the  changing  of  the  guard  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier 
in  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 


Sugar    People 

From  All  Over  The  World  Read 

THE    SUGAR    BULLETIN 
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COKE  PROBLEMS  NO  MYSTERY 
TO  THE  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  reason 
the  taste  of  cola  drinks  has  suffered  so 
greatly  in  recent  years  is  because  they 
are  being  sweetened  with  corn  syrup 
instead  of  real  sugar,  according  to  a 
spokesman  for  the  organization  that  re- 
presents the  U.S.  sugar  industry. 

The  recent  announcement  by  the 
Coca-Cola  Co.  that  is  was  changing  its 
formula  for  the  first  time  in  99  years 
drew  raised  eyebrows  from  an  incredu- 
lous sugar  industry,  Jack  O'Connell, 
president  of  the  Washington-based  Sugar 
Association,  said. 

"The  truth  of  the  matter  has  been 
obscured  from  the  media  and  the  public 
in  the  hoopla  and  circus  atmosphere  of 
the  Coke  announcement,"  he  said. 

"Everyone  but  the  consumer  knows 
that  the  Coca-Cola  formula  has  been 
quietly  adjusted  on  several  occasions  in 
recent  years  to  allow  for  greater  and 
greater  amount  of  corn  syrup,  a  nutritive 
sweetener  that  is  considerably  cheaper 
than  real  sugar,  which  is  produced  from 
sugar  beets  and  sugar  cane. 

"In  my  opinion  this  has  been  Coke's 
problem  all  along.  They've  cheapened 
the  product  by  removing  the  sugar.  On 
Nov.  6,  1984,  the  Coca-Cola  Co.  announ- 
ced to  the  beverage  trade  that  it  would 
allow  100%  corn  syrup  in  its  nutritive 
cola  beverage,  but  it  has  never  taken 
the  message  to  the  American  consumer," 
O'Connell  said. 

"On  top  of  this,  the  product  is  mis- 
branded,  continuing  to  carry  a  label 
stipulating  'sugar.'  The  fact  is  the  public 
is  being  hoodwinked  into  believing  it's 
drinking  a  sugar-sweetened  cola  when  in 
most  instances  there  is  no  sugar  in  it," 
he  said. 

"The  labeling  lias  been  so  incorrect 
that  the  sugar  industry  has  had  to  go  to 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  seek- 
ing regulatory  relief,  both  on  behalf  of 
the  consumer  and  the  industry,"  O'Con- 
nell pointed  out.  The  matter  is  pending, 
lie  said. 


"At  some  point  in  recent  years,  Coca- 
Cola  made  the  decision  to  adjust  its  taste 
for  the  sake  of  economy  by  substituting 
a  cheaper  sweetener.  It  doesn't  appear 
to  have  worked  out  for  them. 

"This  comes  as  no  surprise  to  the 
sugar  industry,"  O'Connell  said.  "Com- 
ments concerning  the  deteriorating  taste 
and  mouth  feel  of  U.S.  produced  cola 
beverages  are  frequently  directed  to  our 
industry.  While  taste  is  subjective,  it's 
common  knowledge  throughout  the 
world  that  the  finest  tasting  soft  drinks 
are  sweetened  with  sugar.  Sugar,  and 
sugar  alone,  makes  for  'The  Real  Thing.' 

"We  anticipate  that  at  some  point  an 
organization  will  re-introduce  the  tra- 
ditional sugar-sweetened  cola  beverage 
100%  sweetened  with  the  premier  sweet- 
ener—sugar. The  old  cola  beverages  were 
that  good.  Americans  are  quality  con- 
scious. They  want  the  best,  not  sub- 
stitutes for  the  best.  Sugar  is  the  finest 
sweetener  to  the  food  and  beverage  in- 
dustries world  wide,"  O'Connell  said. 

"The  fact  that  the  public  is  catching 
on  to  the  truth,  that  sugar  has  only  16 
calories  a  teaspoon  and  is  a  natural 
pure,  safe  product  should  help  spark  its 
return  to  use  in  the  beverage  industry," 
he  said. 


Buy  as 

SAVINGS 
BONOS 


Mote 
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WITH  PGA.  I  HAVE  A 

PARTNER  Who  really 

KNOWS  MY  RUSINESS: 


FOR  THE  CREDIT  YOU  DESERVE. 


Farmers  all  over  the  South  will  tell  you ...  the  people  at  PCA  are 
agribusiness  pros.  They're  experts  in  farm  financial  manage- 
ment who  are  here  to  help  you  keep  your  business  successful. 
They  understand  your  special  ups  and  downs.  And  they  gear  all 
their  programs  to  your  specific  needs.  Whether  it's  money  for  equip- 
ment, improved  facilities,  chemicals,  or  breeding  stock,  or  if  you're 
looking  for  credit  life  and  credit  disability  insurance,  point-of-sale 
credit  or  electronic  recordkeeping,  you  can  count  on  PCA.  There's 
an  office  near  you,  so  give  us  a  call . . .  for  the  credit  you  deserve. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida   Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 

105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


I  1 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

APRIL,  1985 


DATE 


WORLD 
SPOT 

#11 


DOMESTIC 
SPOT 

#12 


Monday,  April  1  3.80 

Tuesday,  April  2 3.60 

Wednesday,  April  3 3.59 

Thursday,  April  4  3.57 

Friday,  April  5  2.88 

Saturday,  April  6  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  April  7 NO  MARKET 

Monday,  April  8  3.56 

Tuesday,  April  9  3.56 

Wednesday,  April  10  3.61 

Thursday,  April  11  3.63 

Friday,  April   12   3.63 

Saturday,  April  13 NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  April  14  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  April  15 3.48 

Tuesday,  April  16 3.44 

Wednesday,  April  17  3.42 

Thursday,  April  18  3.27 

Friday,  April  19 3.24 

Saturday,   April   20  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  April  21  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  April  22 3.17 

Tuesday,  April  23  2.95 

Wednesday,  April  24  3.09 

Thursday,  April  25  3.06 

Friday,  April  26 3.02 

Saturday,  April  27  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  April  28  ..  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  April  29  3.00 

Tuesday,  April  30 3.04 

Monthly  Average  3.35 
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to  lock  out 
grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

Asukuc 

HERBICIDE 


® 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by 


Thomas  M.  Warner 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  Retires  Lloyd  Lauden 


A  crowd  of  almost  600  people  from 
"up  and  down  the  Bayou"  came  out  to 
thank  Lloyd  Lauden  for  his  many  years 
of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
on  the  night  of  April  19.  Boiled  crawfish 
and  beer  were  served  to  the  group, 
which  consumed  over  2500  pounds  of  the 
mud  bugs. 

The  dress  for  the  event  was  very 
casual  and  no  one  wore  a  coat  and  tie  — 
except  for  Lloyd.  The  evening  began 
with  a  welcome  to  the  crowd  by  League 
President  John  Thibaut.  T.  M.  Barker, 
a  life-long  friend  of  Lloyd,  gave  the 
invocation  and  then  presented  the 
honoree  a  pen  and  ink  drawing  done  by 
a  local  artist.  Dr.  Rouse  Caffey,  Director 
of  the  LSU  Ag.  Center,  led  the  group  in 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  and  presented 
Lloyd  with  an  American  flag  that  had 
been  flown  over  the  U.S.  Capitol  on 
March  29,  the  day  on  which  he  retired. 

President  Thibaut  read  to  the  crowd 
a  resolution  passed  by  the  League's 
Board  of  Directors.  (The  resolution  can 
be  found  on  page  9  in  this  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin.  )  Former  League  Presi- 
dent Kenneth  Kahao  presented  Lloyd 
with  the  keys  to  his  company  car.  Former 
League  attorney  Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr. 
presented  a  plaque  to  Lloyd  from  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Board 
member  Lawrence  Dugas  presented 
Hermanie  Lauden  with  a  plaque. 

Howard  Robichaux,  former  League 
Agronomist  and  now  a  Labadieville  cane 
grower,  presented  Lloyd  with  a  unique 
gift.  Over  the  years,  Lloyd  and  Howard 
have  been  betting  various  quantities  of 
booze  on  the  cane  crop.  Witnesses  say 
Howard  has  never  won  nor  had  he 
ever  paid  the  ever-mounting  debt.  Well, 
on  Lloyd's  night  Howard  paid  off  with 
two  armloads  of  Jack  Daniel  whiskey. 
Lloyd  took  nothing  for  granted,  inspect- 
ing and  counting  each  bottle  carefully. 

Charlie  Hodson,  the  League's  General 
Manager,  presented  Lloyd  with  two 
binders  of  farewell  letters  from  friends 
and  business  associates.  The  binders  con- 


tained letters  from  Governor  Edwards, 
Mayor  Dutch  Morial,  and  congressmen 
from  across  the  U.S. 

Glenn  Timmons,  a  former  League 
Economist,  had  a  point  to  prove  to  Lloyd 
prior  to  his  presentation.  Several  years  ago, 
Lloyd  had  created  public  doubt  about 
the  validity  of  Glenn's  marriage.  To 
prove  to  Lloyd  (and  anyone  else  who 
had  heard  or  spread  the  rumor),  Glenn 
gave  a  copy  of  his  marriage  license  to 
Lloyd.  Glenn  then  presented  Lloyd  with 
a  McDonald's  book  of  gift  coupons. 
Since  Lloyd  is  retiring  and  will  no 
longer  be  on  an  expense  account,  the 
gift  should  come  in  handy. 

Dr.  Dick  Breaux,  the  Director  of  the 
U.S.D.A.  Sugar  Cane  Field  Lab,  pre- 
sented Lloyd  with  a  gift  certificate  to 
Home  Depot,  a  New  Orleans  building 
supply  store.  Gilbert  Durbin,  retired 
League  General  Manager,  presented 
Lloyd  with  the  finest  gift  of  his  career. 
Mr.  Durbin  announced  the  establishment 
of  a  scholarship  fund  in  the  LSU  Depart- 
ment of  Agronomy  in  Lloyd's  name. 
With  that  announcement,  the  crowd 
gave  Lloyd  a  standing  ovation.  Lloyd 
then  gave  his  response  to  the  standing 
room  only  crowd.  He  said  this  night  was 
the  proundest  moment  of  his  life.  He 
called  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  the 
greatest  group  of  people  in  the  entire 
world  and  it  was  his  pleasure  to  serve 
them.  Being  Lloyd,  he  stressed  the  need 
for  continued  work  in  cane  research  and 
the  importance  of  the  League's  Political 
Action  Committee. 

There  was  one  other  presentation  to 
be  made.  Master  of  Ceremonies  John 
Thibaut  told  Lloyd  this  evening  was  his 
to  enjoy,  with  little  work  to  be  done. 
Lloyd  was  then  presented  with  two 
young  ladies  to  peel  his  crawfish  and 
fetch  him  beer  for  the  evening.  The 
first  question  Lloyd  asked  of  the  ladies: 
"Where  is  your  mother  or  grandmother?" 

The  entire  crowd  then  gave  Lloyd 
another  standing  ovation.  The  crawfish 
were  served  quickly  and  everyone  passed 
a  good  time. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Contact  Committee  —  June  20, 1985 


On  June  20,  1985  the  USDA  will  host 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Contact 
Committee  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  The  meeting  alternates  each 
year  between  USDA  and  LSU.  Again 
this  year,  as  in  past  years,  we  have  an 
interesting  program  prepared  for  you. 
Mr.  Dan  Duplantis,  Chainnan  of  the 
Contact  Committee  and  Dr.  Richard 
Breaux,  Laboratory  Director,  encourage 
all  cane  growers  and  others  interested  in 
sugar  cane  to  attend. 

The  meeting  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  at 
the  USDA's  Ardoyne  Farm.  This  is 
located  on  Terrebonne  19  (Chacahoula 
Road)  which  is  the  highway  that  goes 
between  LA  311  and  LA  20.  The  farm 
is  a  couple  of  miles  down  Terrebonne 
19  from  LA  311.  For  those  of  you  not 
familiar  with  these  highways,  LA  311 
is  the  back  highway  between  Thibodaux 
and  Houma  while  LA  20  is  the  highway 
between  Thibodaux  and  Gibson.  Terre- 
bonne 19  is  about  halfway  between 
Thibodaux  and  Houma  on  LA  311. 


Savanne  Road  which  is  also  off  of  LA 
311    (only   it  is  a  few  miles   closer  to 
Houma  than  the  Chacahoula  Road). 

The  Contact  Committee  meeting  will 
contain  topics  of  current  interest.  Dr. 
Legendre  will  show  the  cane  juice  labora- 
tory facilities  at  the  USDA  farm  and  dis- 
cuss the  role  of  this  lab  in  the  breeding 
program  as  well  as  in  other  areas  of  re- 
search. Since  Dr.  Legendre  is  also  in 
charge  of  the  basic  breeding  program 
which  uses  many  types  of  wild  canes,  he 
will  discuss  how  the  facilities  are  used 
in  selection  for  fiber  content. 

Dr.  Dunckleman  will  be  able  to  show 
growers  the  effect  of  the  two  severe 
winters  we  have  had  on  the  selection 
material.  Canes  that  are  able  to  survive 
these  conditions  should  have  some  stub- 
bling  ability.  It  should  be  apparent  when 
you  see  the  differences  between  crosses 
in  their  ability  to  survive  the  harsh 
winters. 

Dr.  Ed  Richard  will  discuss  his  ex- 
periments which  look  not  only  at  various 


The  agenda  will  be  as  follows: 

8:45  Meet   at  Ardoyne    USDA   Farm 

9:00  Dr.  Richard  Breaux 

9:15  Mr.  Dan  Duplantis 

9:30  Dr.  Ben  Legendre 

9:50  Dr.  John  Dunckleman 

10:10  Dr.  Ed  Richard 

10:30  Dr.  Mike  Grisham 

10:50  Dr.  Rex  Millhollen 


11:10       Bayou  Equipment  Dealer  Assn. 
Noon       Lunch 


Welcome 

Remarks 

Juice  Quality  and  Fiber  Determinations 

Natural  Selection  for  Stubbling 

Ability  from  Severe  Freezes 

Variety  x  Row  Spacing  Experiments 

Stand,  levels  of  mosaic  and  yield 

Weed  Competition  Studies  and  Control 

of  Johnson  Grass  and  Itchgrass 

Equipment  Display 

Sheriff's  camp 


At  11:35  a.m.  the  Contact  Committee 
will  officially  adjourn  and  then  everyone 
is  invited  to  the  Sheriff's  Camp  where  a 
meal  and  refreshments  will  be  served  by 
the  Bayou  Equipment  Dealer  Assn.  There 
will  be  a  small  charge  to  cover  the  meal 
and  refreshments. 

We  are  hoping  for  good  weather  so 
that  the  field  tour  can  be  conducted, 
but  in  the  event  of  rain  the  entire  Con- 
act  Committee  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Sheriff's  Camp.  Tt  is  located  on  the 


row  widths  but  also  how  the  different 
varieties  may  react  to  this  spacing.  This 
tvpe  of  research,  although  it  may  not  be 
of  use  today,  will  provide  answers  we 
will  need  in  the  future  to  help  increase  ! 
yields. 

Dr.  Mike  Grisham  is  probably  a  name 
many  Louisiana  growers  don't  recog- 
nize. Dr.  Grisham  has  been  at  the  station 
lor  less  (ban  a  year  but  is  a  well  trained 
plant  pathologist  and  is  an  excellent , 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Don!  give 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 

your  profits. 


Spray  SlNBAR 
at  layby. 


Left  uncontrolled,  late- season  seed- 
ing Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop. 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SINBAR*  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
/our  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
i  problem  in  your  fields. 

rhafs  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
*rass  seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
and  warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


Don  Wallace  reported  to  us  on 
May  22  (after  this  article  went  to 
press)  that  the  House  Ag.  Sub- 
committee on  Cotton,  Rice  and 
Sugar  approved  extension  of  the 
current  sugar  program.  The  sugar 
loan  rate  for  the  1986  through 
1989  crops  will  be  at  least  18  cents 
per  pound.  The  Secretary  of  Ag. 
would  have  discretion  to  increase 
it  above  180.  The  bill  now  goes  to 
the  full  Ag.  Committee  for  Con- 
sideration. 


SENATE   COMMITTEE  BEGINS 
FARM  BILL  MARKUP 

On  May  14,  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  began  its  markup  of  the  1985 
Farm  Bill  with  consideration  of  the  agri- 
cultural export  title.  The  Committee  is 
expected  to  continue  their  work  on  new 
farm  legislation  next  week  with  con- 
sideration of  the  sections  covering  in- 
dividual commodity  programs. 


SENATE  CONFIRMS 
USDA  NOMINATION 

The  Senate  this  week  confirmed  the 
nomination  of  John  R.  Norton,  III,  as 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture  replac- 
ing Dick  Lyng  who  resigned  earlier  this 
year.  Norton's  nomination  had  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  in  early  April. 


CONFERENCE  REPORT  PASSED 
ON  VEHICLE  RECORD-KEEPING 
REQUIREMENTS 

The  House  and  Senate  approved  the 
conference  report  to  repeal  the  contro- 
versial recordkeeping  requirements  of 
the  1984  Tax   Reform  Act  for  vehicles. 


computers,  and  other  property  used  in 
business  as  well  as  for  personal  purposes. 
The  House  adopted  the  report  on  May  8 
and  the  Senate  on  May  26.  One  of  the 
most  important  provisions  for  agricul- 
tural groups  included  in  the  bill  is  that 
vehicle  logs  will  not  be  required  to  sub- 
stantiate vehicle  use  claims  on  tax  re- 
turns. However,  the  investment  tax  credit 
and  depreciation  deductions  for  business 
autos  will  be  reduced.  The  legislation 
has  been  sent  to  the  White  House  for 
President  Reagan  to  sign  into  law. 


1985  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

As  reported  in  previous  issues  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  1985  International 
Sweetener  Symposium,  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group,  will  be 
held  in  Washington,  DC,  June  5-7.  An 
excellent  program  has  been  planned.  If 
you  are  planning  to  attend,  you  must 
send  in  your  registration  immediately. 
If  you  would  like  more  details  on  the 
Symposium,  contact  the  League  office 
in  New  Orleans.  With  new  farm  legis- 
lation currently  being  written,  it  is 
especially  important  that  Louisiana  su- 
gar producers,  as  well  as  the  entire  do- 
mestic sweetener  industry,  be  well  repre- 
sented at  the  Symposium. 


SENATE  APPROVES  EXTENSION 
OF  MORATORIUM  ON 
SACCHARIN  BAN 

The  Senate  overwhelmingly  approved, 
by  a  vote  of  94-1,  a  two-year  extension  of 
the  law  allowing  the  use  of  saccharin 
pending  further  study  of  the  possible 
harmful  side  effects  of  the  artifieal 
sweetener.  During  Senate  floor  debate 
on  the  measure,  an  amendment  requiring 
soft-drink  bottlrs  to  label  products  with 
the  amount  of  the  artifieal  sweetener  as- 
partame used  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
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SENCOR    GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 

V   


/IjLcUocmc^  AutyurtJL  pA^hduclun<~/ 

Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 


iffi 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 

Biotechnology  -  Recent  Advances 

By 

D.  F.  Day 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


Several  papers  presented  at  the  recent 
Society  of  Microbiology  Annual  Meeting 
have  implications  for  agricultural  indus- 
tries. The  agricultural  products  group 
at  Monsanto  Corporation  and  a  group 
of  scientists  at  Calgene  have  made 
breakthroughs  which  have  the  potential 
to  revolutionize  farming. 

Monsanto  produces  the  herbicide  gly- 
phosate,  sold  under  the  trade  names 
Roundup  and  Polaris.  Their  approach 
and  that  of  the  Calgene  group  has  been 
to  take  the  genes  from  a  bacterium  that 
code  for  resistance  to  this  herbicide  and 
then  insert  them  into  commercially  im- 
portant plants,  producing  crops  which 
will  have  greater  resistance  to  the  herbi- 
cide. The  Calgene  group  has  succeeded 
in  doing  this  with  tobacco.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  lies  in  the  fact  it  will  allow 
a  single  high-dose  application  of  herbi- 
cide during  a  crop  season,  sufficient  to 
kill  all  unwanted  vegetation,  yet  will 
leave  the  desired  crop  unaffected. 

Along  the  same  lines,  the  Monsanto 
group  has  announced  a  major  techno- 
logical breakthrough.  They  have  de- 
veloped a  method  for  readily  trans- 
ferring bacterial  genes  to  any  type  of 
plant.  This  has  the  potential  of  allowing 
the  type  of  bioengineering  that  is  new 
done  in  microorganisms  to  be  done  using 
plants.  It  should  ultimately  be  possible 
to  transfer  genes  for  a  desired  product 
from  an  organism  to  a  plant  and  then 
have  the  plant  produce  this  product. 
They  have  demonstrated  this  capacity 
by  transferring  the  human  gene  for  a 
hormone  called  human  chorionic  gona- 
dotropin (HCC)  to  petunia  plant  cells. 
The  plants  were  regenerated  and  were 
found  to  manufacture  HCC  as  well  as 
passing  on  the  ability  to  manufacture 
HCC  through  their  seeds. 

This  breakthrough  could  speed  up  the 
rate  of  progress  in  plant  genetic  en- 
gineering. And  the  ability  to  use  foreign 
genes  will  allow  genetic  engineers  to 
make  more  dramatic  changes  in  plants 
than   could  be  done  through  traditional 


plant  breeding,  where  the  breeder  is 
essentially  limited  to  using  the  genes 
from  a  small  gene  pool.  For  example  the 
genes  from  microorganisms  could  possib- 
ly be  used  to  help  plants  survive  herbi- 
cides or  to  manufacture  substances  toxic 
to  insect  pests.  Plants  could  even  be 
altered  to  produce  other  useful  com- 
pounds or  industrial  chemicals  on  a 
large  scale. 

For  the  agricultural  producer,  this 
means  that  there  will  be  dramatic  im- 
provements coming  to  the  crops  he 
grows  in  the  future.  It  could  even  mean 
that  sugar  producers  would  have  the 
opportunity  to  produce  other  compounds  I 
than  sucrose  from  sugar  cane. 


FARM  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  4) 

addition  to  the  staff  in  Houma.  Dr. 
Grisham  will  demonstrate  the  effect 
various  levels  of  mosaic  have  on  stands 
of  cane  and  the  resulting  vields. 

Dr.  Rex  Millhollen  will  demonstrate 
some  of  his  weed  competition  studies 
and  will  also  discuss  the  effects  that  the 
dry  weather  we  are  now  experiencing 
has  had  and  may  have  on  weeds.  Many 
growers  are  now  asking  what  can  be 
done  and  this  will  be  a  good  opportunity 
to  ask  questions. 

Following  these  presentations  there 
will  be  a  stop  at  an  equipment  display 
that  will  be  set  up  by  the  Bayou  Equip-' 
ment  Dealers  Association.  There  will  be< 
time  for  you  to  look  at  equipment  and 
ask  Questions  of  the  various  dealers  whoi 
will  be  there. 

As  growers,  processors,  and  agencies 
servicing  the  cane  industries,  we  should 
be  thankful  for  the  fine  group  of 
scientists  at  the  USDA  and  LSU.  Each 
vear  when  the  Contact  Committee  is 
held,  one  year  at  USDA,  the  next  at 
LSU,  it  gives  you  the  industy  a  chance 
to  visit  the  Stations  and  more  important 
ly,  hear  research  results,  and  ai 
questions  of  the  scientists  who  serve  voul 
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(The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board 
of  Directors  and  presented  to  Lloyd  on  his  Night  of  Appreciation.) 


3n  Appreciation  of 


199 |t ZVZfXB  *  Lloyd  L.  Lauden,  as  Agronomist  and  Field  Representative  for  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  has  served  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  with  ability, 
diligence,  and  sound  research  judgment  for  33  years,  and 

199  D  £r£3B  f  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  has  gained  the  respect  of  his  fellow  scientists  in  Loui- 
siana, the  nation,  and  the  world  as  a  researcher  and  a  keen  observer  of  research  ap- 
plicable to  sugar  cane,  and 

19911  ClTvQH  i  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the  variety  development 
program,  and  has  had  a  strong  voice  in  the  release  of  every  variety  that  has  been  made 
available  to  Louisiana  producers  since  he  was  employed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  and 

19BX|E|TB3jS  ♦  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  has  a  unique  ability  to  communicate  effectively  with 
scientists,  growers,  processors  and  others  involved  in  the  sugar  cane  industry,  and 

199i|El  Cull  f  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  is  willing  to  speak  his  mind  on  questions  of  impor- 
tance to  the  sugar  industry  and  fight  for  that  which  he  feels  to  be  correct,  and 

199i|vlTCvl0  t  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  has  developed  close  personal  and  professional  rela- 
tionships with  growers,  processors,  scientists,  laborers,  office  holders,  those  who  do 
business  with  our  industry,  and  the  families  of  many  of  these  individuals, 

©JE-refOre  ffit  3t  SlCBOlUeO  -  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  does  hereby  commend  and  thank  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  for  his 
many  years  of  unselfish  dedication  to  the  progress  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  and 

iBt  3t  3Fttrti|er  iReaOlUCft  -  that  on  behalfofall  ofhisfriends  and 

acquaintances,  we  wish  him  many  years  of  good  health,  good  fishing,  happiness,  and  the 
camaraderie  of  good  friends  in  his  years  of  retirement. 

March  27,  1985 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.  John  E.  Thibaut 


Secretary  President 

JUNE    1,    1985 


PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


John  Thibaut,  right,  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  served  as 
Master  of  Ceremonies  for  the  Night  of  Appreciation  Honoring  Lloyd  L.  Lauden. 
President  Thibaut  is  shown  presenting  Lloyd  with  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
League's  Board  of  Directors. 


T.  M.  Barker  gave  the  invocation  for  the  evening  and  is  shown  presenting  a  painting 
to  Lloyd  done  bv  a  local  artist. 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


Dr.  Rouse  Caffey,  right,  led  the  audience  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  He  then 
presented  Lloyd  with  an  American  flag  that  had  been  flown  over  our  nation^ 
capitol  on  March  29,  the  day  Lloyd  retired. 


Former  League  President  Kenneth  Kahao  presented  Lloyd  with  his  company 
car.  The  large  plastic  bag  Mr.  Kahao  is  holding  contains  the  various  items 
collected  from  the  interior  of  Lloyd's  car,  prior  to  giving  it  a  clean  sweep.  The 
items  included:  old  Sugar  Bulletins,  chewing  tobacco  packages,  gasoline  receipts, 
newspapers,  dog  food,  etc. 


JUNE  1,  1985 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  former  League  attorney,  presented  a  plaque  to  Lloyd.  The 
plaque  read:  PRESENTED  TO  LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN  ON  HIS  RETIREMENT  AS 
AGRONOMIST  AND  FIELD  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  RECOGNITION  OF  HIS 
OUTSTANDING  LEADERSHIP  AND  TIRELESS  EFFORTS  IN  SUPPORT  OF 
SUGAR  CANE  RESEARCH  AND  ITS  PRACTICAL  APPLICATION  FOR  THE 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY. 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE     1952-1985 


Lawrence  Dugas  presented  Lloyd's  wife,  Hermanie,  with  a  plaque.  The  plaque  read: 
HERMANIE  LAUDEN  -  IN  APPRECIATION  OF  THE  LOVING  DEDICATION, 
SENSE  OF  HUMOR,  STEADFASTNESS  AND  CULINARY  ABILITY  OF  A 
LOVELY  LADY  WHO  HAS  GONE  ABOVE  AND  BEYOND  THE  CALL  OF 
DUTY  -  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  -  APRIL  19,  1985. 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


Howard  Robichaux,  former  League  Agronomist  who  operates  a  cane  farm  in 
Labadieville,  owed  Lloyd  several  bottles  of  whiskey  from  lost  bets  on  previous 
crops.  Howard  paid  the  debt  off  in  full  view  of  hundreds  of  witnesses. 


League  General   Manager   Charlie   Hodson   presented   Lloyd   with   two   binders    of 
letters  from  friends  and  business  associates. 


JUNE  1,  1985 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


Glenn  Timmons,  former  League  Economist,  presented  Lloyd  with  a  gift  certificate 
to  McDonalds.  Glenn  is  shown  displaying  his  marriage  license  to  the  crowd  and 
Lloyd.  Several  years  ago,  there  was  some  doubt  in  Lloyd's  mind  about  Glenn 
being  legally  married,  but  this  proof  erases  all  doubts. 


Dr.    Dick    Breaux,    Director   of  the    U.S.    Sugar    Cane    Field    Laboratory,    presented 
Lloyd  with  a  gilt  certificate  to  Home  Depot,  a  New  Orleans  building  supply  store. 


1  \ 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


Gilbert  Durbin,  retired  League  General  Manager,  announced  to  Lloyd  and  the 
crowd  of  almost  600  persons  the  establishment  of  a  scholarship  fund  in  the 
Agronomy  Department  at  LSU.  The  official  name  is:  The  Lloyd  L.  Lauden 
Scholarship  in  Agronomy. 


\ 

', 

1  f  •  I 

Lloyd  Lauden  is  shown  giving  his  response  to  the  crowd.  He  called  the  evening 
"the  proudest  moment  of  his  life",  and  thanked  everyone  for  all  the  help  and 
encouragement  given  to  him  over  the  years. 


JUNE  1,  1985 
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PHOTOS  OF  LLOYD  LAUDEN'S  RETIREMENT 


This  picture  bears  little  explanation.  Lloyd  was  presented  with  two  young  ladies 
to  assist  him  during  the  evening  with  peeling  his  crawfish  and  making  certain  his 
beer  cup  was  not  empty. 


Pictured   are  the  three   League   agronomists:   Dr.    Charley   Richard,   Lloyd   Laudcn, 
and  Windell  Jackson. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Herman    Waguespack    -    New   League    Agronomist  -   The   Crop   and  Smut 


On  May  29,  1985,  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  approved  Mr.  Herman  Wagues- 
pack for  the  position  of  Agronomist.  He 
will  begin  work  on  June  17  and  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  seed  increase  stations 
in  the  Mississippi  River  and  Bayou  La- 
fourche areas.  In  addition,  he  will  con- 
tinue with  those  research  activities  the 
League  is  now  involved  in,  including 
outfield  testing  of  new  varieties,  cul- 
tural practices  research,  tissue  culture 
research  and  assorted  problems  that  the 
industry  has  asked  us  to  work  on. 

Herman  was  born  in  Vacherie  and 
spent  some  of  his  youth  working  on  a 
relative's  cane  farm.  He  graduated  from 
Ascension  Catholic  High  School  in  Don- 
aldsonville  and  later  received  a  B.S.  de- 
gree in  agriculture  from  Nicholls  State 
University  in  1981.  While  at  Nicholls  he 
was  President  of  the  Ag  Club,  was  a 
member  of  two  Honor  Societies  and  was 
the  recipient  of  several  scholarships. 
After  graduation,  he  spent  a  couple  of 
years  working  on  two  large  farms  here  in 
Louisiana  and  also  some  time  selling 
insurance.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Lisa  Arcement  of  Raceland.  We  on  the 
staff  are  proud  to  have  Herman  with  us 
and  we  know  he  will  provide  an  ex- 
cellent service  to  the  sugar  industry. 

The  crop  is  continuing  to  improve. 
The  dry  weather  has  been  excellent  for 
tillering  and  the  better  stands  of  cane 
in  the  early  spring  are  now  looking  very 
good.  Some  of  the  poorer  stands  have 
not  improved  as  much.  Before  we  will 
be  able  to  get  a  good  estimate  on  this 
crop  we  will  need  a  better  figure  on  the 
plant  cane  acreage.  Some  growers  have 


over  50%  plant  cane  and  this  will  make 
a  big  difference  in  the  total  production 
figures  for  our  industry.  Many  growers 
were  able  to  achieve  a  40-40-20  planting 
ratio  for  the  first  time  last  year  simply 
because  they  were  forced  to.  Since  many 
growers  with  good  yields  over  the  past 
few  years  have  credited  this  success  to 
a  40-40-20  planting  ratio,  it  would  be 
good  for  growers  to  continue  this  plant- 
ing ratio. 

Smut  is  now  being  reported  from  all 
areas  of  the  cane  belt.  It  is  showing  up 
in  CP  65-357,  CP  73-351,  CP  74-383  and 
CP  76-331.  It  is  still  too  early  to  say 
how  much  smut  there  will  be,  but  from 
these  early  observations  it  would  appear 
that  there  will  be  somewhat  more  than 
last  year.  Windell  Jackson,  Agronomist 
in  the  Teche  area,  has  found  plant  cane 
fields  of  CP  74-383  with  a  fair  amount 
of  smut  in  them.  Since  CP  76-331,  the 
variety  released  last  year,  has  already 
been  shown  to  be  susceptible,  we  ex- 
pected to  find  smut  in  this  variety  this 
year. 

Tests  have  indicated  that  CP  73-351 
is  more  susceptible  than  either  CP  65- 
357,  CP  74-383  or  CP  76-331  while  these 
three  varieties  are  all  classified  as  inter- 
mediate in  susceptibility.  In  other  sugar 
producing  areas  of  the  world,  cane  pro- 
ducers have  found  that  by  not  growing 
the  very  susceptible  varieties,  they  can 
grow  the  intermediate  canes.  This  is  the 
reason  why  the  planting  recommenda- 
tions do  not  contain  CP  73-351.  Our 
hope  is  that  we  can  continue  to  grow  the 
intermediate  varieties,  knowing  that  smut 
will  probably  always  be  present,  but 
never  get  serious  enough  to  hurt  these 
varieties. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


SUBCOMMITTEE  APPROVES 
SUGAR  PROVISIONS 

The  House  Agriculture  Subcommittee 
on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar,  chaired  by 
Representative  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-La.), 
approved  on  May  22  continuation  of  the 
current  sugar  program  as  part  of  the 
1985  Farm  Bill.  Under  the  approved  pro- 
gram, the  loan  level  for  sugar  for  the 
1986-1989  crops  would  be  at  least  18 
cents  per  pound  with  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  having  discretionary  au- 
thority to  adjust  the  loan  level  based 
upon  such  factors  as  inflation,  increased 
cost  of  production  and  other  circum- 
stances which  may  adversely  impact  the 
domestic  sugar  program.  The  bill  now 
goes  to  the  full  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee for  its  approval.  No  date  has  been 
scheduled  for  its  consideration,  but  most 
likely  it  will  be  just  prior  to  the  July 
4th  congressional  recess  or  shortly  there- 
after. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  is 
continuing  its  markup  of  new  farm  legis- 
lation and  is  tentatively  scheduled  to 
begin  consideration  of  the  individual 
commodity  programs  during  the  week 
of  June  10. 

IMPORT    RESTRICTIONS    EASED 
ON  BLENDED  SUGARS 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  May  17  that  President  Reagan 
has  changed  the  quotas  established  by  a 
presidential  proclamation  of  January  28, 
1985,  to  allow  certain  sugar-containing 
products  to  once  again  be  imported. 
This  emergency  action  is  effective  pend- 
ing an  investigation  by  the  International 
Trade  Commission.  The  quotas  were 
originally  aimed  at  limiting  the  flow  of 
sugar    blends    and    products    containing 


sugar  imports  from  Canada  which  had 
steadily  increased  in  the  past  few  years. 
However,  problems  developed  in  that 
not  only  were  products  containing  sig- 
nificant amounts  of  sugar  being  pre- 
vented entry,  but  also  products  listed 
within  the  tariff  category  which  con- 
tained very  little  sugar. 

The  following  products  were  originally 
excluded  by  U.S.  import  quotas,  but  are 
now  being  allowed  entry  under  the  re- 
vised quota:  (1)  articles  in  retail  pack- 
ages, if  not  dry  mixtures;  (2)  articles  in 
retail  packages  if  dry  mixtures  contain 
10  percent  or  less  sugar  by  dry  weight; 
(3)  articles  in  bulk,  whether  or  not  dry 
mixtures,  containing  10  percent  or  less 
sugar  by  dry  weight;  (4)  certain  cake 
decorations  containing  65  percent  or  less 
sugar  by  dry  weight;  (5)  crushed  coco- 
nut meat  or  juice  thereof,  with  added 
sugar,  containing  65  percent  or  less  sugar 
by  dry  weight;  and,  ( 6 )  minced  seafood 
preparations  containing  20  percent  or 
less  sugar  bv  drv  weight. 


1985  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

The  1985  International  Sweetener 
Symposium  opened  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Wednesday  night,  June  5,  with  a  Con- 
gressional Reception  on  Capitol  Hill. 
Approximately  400  Senators,  Members 
of  Congress,  congressional  staffers,  sym- 
posium attendees,  and  industry  people 
attended  the  reception.  On  Thursday 
morning,  June  6,  Senator  Russell  Long 
(D-La. )  spoke  at  a  breakfast  and  pledged 
his  support  for  a  four-year  extension  of 
the  sugar  program.  Senator  Long  said  he 
supported  the  bill  sponsored  by  House 
Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee 
(continued  on  page  9) 
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Don't  give 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 
your  profits. 


Spray  Smbar 
at  layby. 


Left  uncontrolled,  late-season  seed- 
ling  Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop. 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SlNBAR®  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
your  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
a  problem  in  your  fields. 

That's  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
grass seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
and  warnings  carefully. 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 


MICROBIAL  SUGAR  LOSSES 

D.  F.  Day 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


Microorganisms  are  ubiquitous.  They 
affect  many  areas  of  our  life  and  ac- 
tivities. We  can  be  said  to  exist  in  almost 
a  synbiotic  relationship  with  them.  The 
sugar  producer  in  many  ways  is  a  prime 
benefactor  to  the  microbial  world  as  he 
spends  much  time  and  effort  making 
food  (sugar  juices)  for  microorganisms. 
Most  people  are  not  aware  of  microbial 
growth  until  it  causes  problems.  In  the 
case  of  the  sugar  producer,  that's  when 
the  juice  goes  bad  or  high  levels  of  dex- 
tran  appear  in  his  product. 

Most  microorganisms  consume  sugar 
and  produce  a  variety  of  waste  products. 
Some  of  these  are  ethanol,  carbon  di- 
oxide, lactic  acid,  acetaldehyde,  butanol 
and  water.  Leuconostoc,  one  of  the  more 
common  inhabitants  of  the  sugar  mill, 
produces  lactic  acid,  ethanol  and  C02  as 
waste  products.  A  recent  report  from 
South  Africa1/  has  taken  advantage  of 
this  fact  and  demonstrated  that  the 
levels  of  lactic  acid  can  be  used  as  a 
rough  measure  of  the  amount  of  sucrose 
consumed  by  microorganisms  in  the 
sugar  mill.  They  estimate  that  for  every 
part  of  lactic  acid  produced,  eight  parts 
of  sucrose  are  consumed.  This  is  for 
factories  using  mills  rather  than  diffusers. 
The  lactic  acid  levels  for  the  factories 
tested  ranged  from  380  to  600  ppm  on 
brix  in  mixed  juice.  That  translates  to  a 
sugar  loss  of  between  0.0003  and  0.0005 
lbs/ gallon  of  mixed  juice.  Using  4000 
ton /day  as  the  base  case  that  would 
mean  a  loss  of  about  400  lbs.  of  sugar  a 
day  to   microbial   action. 

This  past  season  we  took  some  pre- 
liminary   measurements    of    lactic    acid 

V  Mackrory,   L.   M.,  J.   S.   Cazalet   and   I.  A. 

Smith     1981.     Proc.     South     African    Sugar 
Technologists    Assoc-.,    June:    <S0-89. 


in  a  Louisiana  factory  and  found  1500 
ppm  on  brix  in  the  mixed  juice.  Using 
the  same  calculation,  that  would  mean 
a  loss  of  about  1170  lbs/day  for  a  4000 
ton/day  operation.  On  a  sugar  basis,  if 
we  assume  220  lbs.  of  sugar/ ton  of  cane 
that  means  a  loss  of  0.1%  of  the  sucrose 
to  a  microbial  action.  On  a  dollar  basis 
(sugar  at  200/lb.)  that  means  $230  per 
day  worth  of  sugar  would  be  lost  due 
to  microbial  action.  Although  it  is  im- 
possible to  prevent  all  microbial  action 
in  a  sugar  mill  there  is  a  good  economic 
case  to  be  made  for  conscious  efforts  to 
minimize  this  type  of  loss. 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

Free  to  grower  and  processor  members. 

Used  Farm  and  Mill  Equipment,  Help 
Wanted,  Situations  Wanted,  and  Farm 
Land  Leasing. 

Address  and  phone  number  should  be  in- 
cluded. 

Ads  printed  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  to 
run  ads  due  to  space  limitations  or  im- 
proper subject  matter. 

Any  one  ad  will  be  run  in  only  one  issue, 
unless  a  second  request  is  made  at  a  later 
date. 

Make  ads  brief— we  reserve  the  right  to 
reword  ads. 

Submit  nds  before  the  5th  and  20th  of 
each  month. 


FOR  SALE:  One  CAT  engine  off  J&L  har- 
vester, one  Oliver  tractor  rear  end  and  trans- 
mission, 1978  CAT  D-3  six  way  dozer,  John 
Deere  2630.   Phone   (318)   229-4971. 

WANTED:  Used  5000  to  S000  gallon  anhy- 
drous ammonia  storage  tank.  Phone  (504) 
ttSS-7952   after   6:30  p.m.    Pete   Lanaux. 
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WITH  PCA.  I  HAVE  A 
PARTNER  WHO  REALLY 

KNOWS  MY  business: 


FOR  THE  CREDIT  YOU  DESERVE. 


Farmers  all  over  the  South  will  tell  you ...  the  people  at  PCA  are 
agribusiness  pros.  They're  experts  in  farm  financial  manage- 
ment who  are  here  to  help  you  keep  your  business  successful. 
They  understand  your  special  ups  and  downs.  And  they  gear  all 
their  programs  to  your  specific  needs.  Whether  it's  money  for  equip- 
ment, improved  facilities,  chemicals,  or  breeding  stock,  or  if  you're 
looking  for  credit  life  and  credit  disability  insurance,  point-of-sale 
credit  or  electronic  recordkeeping,  you  can  count  on  PCA.  There's 
an  office  near  you,  so  give  us  a  call . . .  for  the  credit  you  deserve. 


JUNE  15,  1985 


RAW  SUGAR  PRICES  AS  QUOTED  BY  THE  COFFEE, 
COCOA,  AND  SUGAR  EXCHANGE 

MAY,  1985 

WORLD  DOMESTIC 

DATE                                                                    SPOT  SPOT 

#11  #12 

Wednesday,  May  1 3.14  21.15 

Thursday,  May  2  2.98  21.15 

Friday,  May  3  ..                                                                     2.88  21.17 

Saturday,  May  4  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  May  5  __  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  May  6  ._.                                                                    2.76  21.16 

Tuesday,  May  7  2.60  21.11 

Wednesday,  May  8  2.76  21.15 

Thursday,  May  9  2.61  21.16 

Friday,  May  10 2.66  21.14 

Saturday,  May  11  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,   May   12  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  May  13  ..                                                               2.73  21.13 

Tuesday,  May  14  2.75  21.12 

Wednesday,  May  15 2.72  21.06 

Thursday,   May   16   2.70  20.99 

Friday,  May  17  _.                                                                     2.72  21.09 

Saturday,  May  18  NO  MARKET 

Sunday,  May  19  .  .  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  May  20  ..                                                                 2.86  21.02 

Tuesday,  May  21  2.84  21.02 

Wednesday,  May  22 2.74  21.04 

Thursday,  May  23  2.75  21.04 

Friday,  May  24  ..                                                                     2.74  21.06 

Saturday,  May  25  .   NO  MARKET 

Sunday,   May  26   .  NO  MARKET 

Monday,  May  27  MEMORIAL  DAY 

Tuesday,  May  28                                                                     2.76  21.02 

Wednesday,  May  29                                                              2.74  21.01 

Thursday,  May   30                                                             2.74  21.01 

Friday,  May  31                                                                      2.84  21.08 

Monthly  Average                                               2.78  21.09 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

Chairman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-La.)  to 
extend  the  existing  sugar  loan  program 
which  recently  passed  that  Subcom- 
mittee. Huckaby,  moderating  a  panel 
session  on  "Agriculture's  Stake  in  Sweet- 
ener Policy",  said  that  final  action  on 
his  proposal  will  not  come  until  mid- 
September.  Other  panels  discussions  on 
sweetener  policy  featured  representa- 
tives from  all  aspects  of  the  sugar  and 
corn  industries,  as  well  as  farm  and 
trade  experts.  The  panels  sessions  in- 
cluded "Labor's  Stake  in  Sweetener 
Policy",  "Sweeteners  and  Trade  Policy", 
and  "Users  and  Consumers  Stake  in 
Sweetener  Policy". 

Other  members  of  Congress  address- 
ing the  two-day  symposium  were  Repre- 
sentative Bob  Traxler  (D-MI),  Repre- 
rentative  Arlan  Stangeland  (R-Minn.), 
Ranking  Minority  Member  of  the  House 
Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Subcommittee, 
House  Minority  Leader  Bob  Michel 
(RT11. ),  and  House  Agricutlure  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D- 
Tex. ).  The  symposium  ended  with  a 
"Meet  the  Press"  session.  Members  of 
the  press,  Al  Karr  (Wall  Street  Journal), 
Sonja    Hillgren     (United    Press     Inter- 


national), and  Cynthia  Owens  (Knight- 
Ridder  Financial  News)  questioned  a 
panel  of  sweetener  industry  leaders 
which  included  F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.  of 
St.  James,  Louisiana. 

There  were  approximately  15  League 
members  attending  the  symposium,  in- 
cluding President  John  Thibaut,  Vice 
President  Harold  Schexnayder,  and  Board 
Members  Bryan  Allain,  Pat  Cancienne, 
Pete  deGravelles,  Lawrence  Dugas,  Dan 
Duplantis,  D.  C.  Mattingly,  Howard 
Robichaux,  and  Mel  Schudmak.  Other 
members  attending  were  Glenn  Timmons, 
Martin  Cancienne  and  Charlie  Hodson 
and  Tom  Warner  of  the  League  office 
in  New  Orleans. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


Have   Something   To   Sell 

to  the 

Louisiana   Sugar    Industry? 

Your 

BEST  BET 

is 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 


JUNE  15,  1985 


Sugar  People 


From 


All  Over 


The  World 


Read 


THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN 
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Mailing  List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


Name. 


Address- 


er ity_ 


State- 


-Zip- 


Mail    to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY  BUILDING 
NEW   ORLEANS,   LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 

105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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to  lock  out 
grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

Asutax 

HERBICIDE 


® 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX'  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrassandgoosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by 
Thomas  M.  Warner 

Lee  Roy  LeBlanc  Dies  Advertising  Campaign 


Lee  Roy  LeBlanc,  a  cane  grower  from 
the  St.  Martinville-Breaux  Bridge  area, 
passed  away  on  Wednesday,  June  12. 
Lee  Roy  had  been  a  member  of  the 
League's  Board  of  Directors  since  1969. 
Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  out  to  his 
wife  and  family. 


Spot  Price  Discontinued 

The  Coffee,  Cocoa  and  Sugar  Ex- 
change of  New  York  has  discontinued 
quoting  the  No.  12  domestic  price  for 
sugar,  effective  May  31.  The  League  has 
met  with  officials  of  the  U.S.D.A.  and 
urged  them  to  quote  a  daily  spot  price. 
At  this  writing,  the  U.S.D.A.  is  taking 
the  matter  under  consideration. 


Contact  Committee  Meeting 

The  June  20  meeting  of  the  League's 
Contact  Committee  was  a  great  success. 
Approximately  300  people,  mostly  grow- 
ers, came  out  to  the  U.S.D.A.  Chacahoula 
Farm  to  hear  researchers  report  on  re- 
cent research  projects.  The  day  was 
cloudy  which  kept  the  temperatures 
down. 

At  the  end  of  the  field  tour,  the  group 
was  taken  to  an  equipment  display 
sponsored  by  the  Bayou  Equipment 
Dealer  Association.  Several  pieces  of 
new  sugar  cane  equipment  were  on  dis- 
play. I  don't  think  any  piece  of  equip- 
ment has  ever  been  discussed,  talked 
about,  and  praised  as  much  as  the  two 
row  harvester.  Those  who  own  one  say 
they  would  never  go  back  to  a  one  row 
machine.  Others  who  don't  have  the 
cane  acreage  to  justify  a  two-row  would 
like  one  anyway.  This  piece  of  machinery 
has  certainly  "revolutionized"  the  har- 
vesting of  cane  in  Louisiana. 


The  1985  Advertising/Public  Relations 
Campaign  by  the  Sugar  Association  of 
Washington,  D.C.  is  well  underway.  The 
campaign  will  consist  of  radio  spots  on 
the  four  major  networks  (ABC,  NBC, 
CBS,  and  Mutual)  beginning  in  late  July 
and  August,  in  November  and  December, 
and  repeated  again  in  February  and 
March  of  1986.  A  professional  survey 
will  also  be  conducted  before  and  after 
the  radio  advertising. 

On  the  Public  Relations  side,  a  film 
will  be  produced  to  be  used  in  schools, 
TV  stations,  clubs,  professional  groups, 
etc.  The  three-track  sugar  story  ( quality, 
safety,  lifestyle)  will  be  used  in  the  film. 
The  Sugarmark  promotion  campaign 
will  continue.  A  media  tour  featuring  a 
registered  dietician  Martha  Pehl  will  be 
done  in  20  major  markets  (TV,  radio, 
and  newspaper  in  each). 

Everyone  has  seen  and  heard  about 
Coca-Cola  changing  its  formula.  The 
Sugar  Association  is  conducting  taste 
tests  with  sugar-sweetened  Coke  versus 
HFCS-sweetened  Coke. 

League  President  John  Thibaut,  Mem- 
bership and  Public  Relations  Committee 
Chairman  Roland  Talbot,  and  I  have 
attended  update  meetings  on  the  Adver- 
tising/Public Relations  campaign.  Feel 
free  to  discuss  with  any  of  us  the  ad 
campaign. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Dr.  Sess  Hensley  Retires  —  The  Crop  —  Smut 


Dr.  Sess  Hensley,  after  28  years  of 
service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane  in- 
dustry, has  retired  from  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  U.S.D.A.  Field  Labora- 
tory in  Houma,  La.  Dr.  Hensley  has  con- 
ducted research  in  the  field  of  ento- 
mology for  both  the  U.S.D.A.  and  the 
Department  of  Entomology  at  Louisi- 
ana State  University  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  He  has  played  an  important  role  in 
developing,  maintaining  and  improving 
a  successful  strategy  of  intergrated  pest 
management  for  sugar  cane  insects  in 
Louisiana.  This  program  for  controlling 
sugar  cane  borers  is  now  recognized  as 
an  outstanding  example  of  practical  in- 
sect pest  management.  His  reputation  as 
a  sugar  cane  entomologist  is  well  re- 
spected around  the  world  and  he  has 
been  an  author  or  co-author  in  90  scien- 
tific publications.  While  at  L.S.U.,  Dr. 
Hensley  trained  numerous  graduate  stu- 
dents who  have  since  become  distin- 
guished scientists  and  agricultural  con- 
sultants. During  his  service  to  the  in- 
dustry not  only  has  Dr.  Hensley  served 
as  a  fine  researcher  but  just  as  important 
has  been  his  close  work  with  the  growers 
and  the  fact  that  he  has  been  a  real  part 
of  this  industry.  He  and  his  wife  will 
continue  to  live  in  Houma  and  Dr.  Hens- 
ley will  remain  active  as  a  consultant  on 
several  sugar  cane  and  soybean  farms. 

The  weather  during  April,  May  and 
early  June  has  been  about  as  good  as  one 
could  hope  for.  The  hot,  dry  weather  has 
helped  out  tillering  and  many  fields  now 
have  a  good  population.  Souk1  fields 
which  two  mouths  ago  looked  only  fair 
now  have  a  good  stand.  According  to 
niv  chief  consultant  and  top  agricultural 
advisor,  Mr.  Lloyd  Lauden,  the  dry 
weather  does  more  than  just  help  tiller- 


ing. He  feels  that  it  also  tends  to  even 
out  the  shoots  and  more  of  them  have 
a  chance  to  become  millable  stalks.  He 
admits  that  this  is  only  a  theory  but  it 
certainly  makes  sense.  We  have  seen  the 
opposite  occur  many  times,  where  with 
good  growing  weather  in  the  spring  a 
couple  of  shoots  will  take  over  and  tend 
to  crowd  out  the  others  resulting  in  a 
less  than  optimum  stalk  number.  With 
the  good  stands  we  now  have  we  are 
hoping  for  good  summer  weather  which 
should  produce  a  good  population  of 
millable  stalks  for  harvest. 

Although  the  crop  is  shorter  than  nor- 
mal at  this  time,  this  may  not  be  a  pro- 
blem since  cane  can  grow  rapidly  during 
the  summer  with  good  weather  and  make 
up  this  difference  in  a  short  time.  Us- 
ually the  stand  of  cane  has  more  effect 
on  cane  yield  than  does  crop  height. 

Smut  is  being  reported  from  all  areas 
of  the  belt.  Growers  are  especially  con- 
cerned about  smut  being  found  in  the 
variety  we  released  last  year,  C.P.  76- 
331.  When  the  variety  was  released,  we 
said  that  tests  indicated  the  variety  was 
intermediate  in  smut  susceptibility.  At 
this  time  League  agronomists  along  with 
researchers  from  L.S.U.  and  U.S.D.A. 
are  evaluating  the  level  of  smut  in  C.P. 
76-331  and  from  this  we  will  determine 
the  planting  recommendations. 

Ry  far,  the  variety  that  shows  the 
highest  levels  of  smut  statewide  is  C.P. 
73-351.  It  can  be  a  carrier  of  smut.  Win- 
dell  Jackson  also  reports  fields  of  C.P. 
74-383  in  the  Bayou  Teche  area  with 
more  smut  than  we  care  to  see.  Our  new 
agronomist,  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr., 
has  been  busy  visiting  the  seed  increase 
and  outfield  test  sites  and  generally 
learning  his  way  around.  He  is  also  re- 
porting smut  in  all  areas  of  the  belt. 
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Don't  give 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 
your  profits. 


Spray  SiNBAii 
at  layby. 


Left  uncontrolled,  late-season  seed- 
ling  Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop. 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SlNBAR"  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
your  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
a  problem  in  your  fields. 

That's  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
grass  seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
and  warnings  carefully. 


fiffPU 


REG.  US  PATSTM  Off 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


GREAT  WESTERN  FORFEITS 
SUGAR  TO  CCC 

Great  Western  forfeited  approximately 
25,000  tons  of  sugar  to  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  (CCC)  on  June  1, 
the  day  their  first  set  of  sugar  loans 
were  due.  Great  Western  had  filed  an 
"intent  to  forfeit"  thirty  days  before 
the  loans  were  due  on  May  1  as  required 
by  CCC.  This  action  had  been  expected 
since  Great  Western  has  been  in  Chapter 
11  bankruptcy  proceedings  since  early 
March  of  this  year.  Great  Western  has 
also  filed  intentions  to  forfeit  on  an 
additional  83,000  tons  under  CCC  loans 
which  are  due  July  1. 

USDA  SET  SALES  POLICY  FOR 
CCC-OWNED  BEET  SUGAR 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  on  June  11  its  sales  policy  for 
refined  beet  sugar  owned  by  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation  (CCC),  set- 
ting the  minimum  sales  price  at  105  per- 
cent of  the  current  price  support  loan 
rate   plus    reasonable   carrying    charges. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Everett 
Rank,  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service, 
said  the  CCC  had  acquired  about  25,000 
tons  of  refined  beet  sugar  that  was 
forfeited  by  a  sugar  beet  processor 
(Great  Western)  in  payment  of  price 
support  loans  on  June  1  and  that  it  was 
possible  that  the  Department  could  ac- 
quire additional  quantities  in  the  next 
lew  mouths.  Rank  said  CCC  will  not 
make  sales  in  quantities  or  at  prices 
disruptive  to  the  market. 
CCC's  June  1985  monthly  sales  list  have 
been  amended  to  add  refined  beet  sugar 
to   its   list  of   commodities   available   for 


sale.  The  minimum  price  CCC  will  con- 
sider for  acceptance  is  the  higher  of  the 
market  price,  as  determined  by  CCC,  or 
the  formula  price  which  is  109  percent 
of  the  1984  crop  regional  loan  rate  for 
refined  beet  sugar  where  stored.  The 
sales  announcement  and  invitation  to  bid 
will  be  issued  by  the  Kansas  City  Com- 
modity Office.  A  minimum  period  of 
two  weeks  will  be  allowed  for  sub- 
mitting bids.  Bids  will  be  invited  on  the 
basis  of  delivery  FOB  (free  on  board)  to 
the  buyer's  truck  or  railcar  at  CCC's 
storage  location.  The  sugar  will  be  offer- 
ed "as  is"  with  no  guarantees  on  quality 
and  without  rejection  privileges,  al- 
though prospective  bidders  can  sample 
the  sugar. 

REVISED  1984  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Production  of  sugarbeets  in  1985  total- 
ed 22.2  million  tons,  up  6  percent  from 
the  21.0  million  in  1983.  Sugar  cane  pro- 
cessed for  sugar  in  1984  totaled  26.0 
million  tons,  4  percent  less  than  in  1983. 
Total  1984  sugar  production  from  sugar 
cane  and  sugarbeets  was  5.91  million 
tons  raw  value,  up  5  percent  from  the 
1983  output  of  5.63  million  tons.  Pro- 
duction figures  by  state  are  as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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SENCOR/  Gim«ON  Sugarcane  Update 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 


fjjfe 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE:  LOUISIANA  DIVISION 


(Delivered  at  the  15th  Annual  ASSCT  Meeting  in  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida. 
June  13,  1985) 


Ronald  Blanchard 

President,  Louisiana  Division 

American  Society  of 

Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Glenwood  Cooperative,  Inc. 

Napoleonville,  Louisiana 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  industry's  total 
sugar  production  was  severly  affected  by 
the  winter  of  19S3.  Below  freezing  tem- 
peratures on  December  24,  25  and  26, 
1983,  took  their  toll  on  the  1984  stubble 
crop.  Low  temperature  readings  of  13.5° 
were  taken  at  the  USDA  station  in 
Houma  and  many  temperatures  of  9  and 
10°  were  observed  throughout  the  cane 
belt. 

As  farmers  plowed  out  fields  where  it 
was  apparent  that  very  little  cane  had 
survived  the  freeze,  mills  became  con- 
cerned about  greatly  reduced  cane  supp- 
ly, and  farmers  began  to  worry  about  ab- 
normal plantings.  Most  farmers  were 
forced  to  keep  fields  that  they  felt  would 
return  only  their  variable  cost  and  many 
fields  of  less  than  10  tons  per  acre  were 
kept.  A  reduction  in  total  cane  acreage 
from  the  1983  crop  of  13.2  per  cent  was 
evidenced.  The  total  cane  acreage  drop- 
ped from  265,000  acres  in  1983  to 
230,000  acres  in  1984.  This,  coupled 
with  a  20  per  cent  increase  in  the 
acreage  used  for  seed,  reduced  the  total 
acreage  of  cane  for  milling  from  245,000 
to  205,000  acres,  a  reduction  of  16.3  per 
cent. 

The  keeping  of  weak  stubble  cane 
resulted  in  lower  yields  per  acre  and  may 
have  contributed  to  lower  sugar  recovery 
per  gross  ton  as  more  soil  and  grass  were 
brought  to  the  mills  from  these  low 
yielding  fields.  Yields  per  acre  fell  from 
26.7  to  24.6  tons  and  recoveries  from 
185  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  to  180 
pounds,  resulted  in  a  decline  in  the 
average  sugar  per  acre  from  4,947 
pounds  to  4,439  pounds,  or  a  10.3  per 
cent  decline. 

The  total  1984  sugar  production  was 
455,000   tons,   down  from   606,000  tons 


in  1983  —  a  decline  of  25  per  cent  in 
total  sugar  from  one  year  to  the  next. 
The  1984  crop  was  processed  by  21  mills, 
with  the  first  mill  starting  in  mid  Octo- 
ber and  last  mill  finishing  prior  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  Some  mills  had  a  season 
of  less  than  30  days. 

The  1984  crop  was  followed  by  a 
severe  freeze  on  January  21  and  22, 
1985,  when  temperatures  again  drop- 
ped to  13  °F  at  the  USDA  Station  in 
Houma,  and  9  and  10°  temperatures 
were  reported  throughout  the  belt.  The 
full  effect  of  the  freeze  on  this  crop  will 
not  be  known  until  after  the  harvest,  but 
many  stubble  stands  appear  to  be  ad- 
versely affected. 

Most  producers  feel  the  crop  could  be 
slightly  better  than  last  year's,  primarily 
due  to  increased  cane  acreage.  Most  pro- 
ducers also  feel  that  last  year's  crop  im- 
proved greatly  in  the  latter  parts  of  the 
season— mainly  during  August,  Septem- 
ber and  October.  Any  comparative 
predictions  to  last  year's  crop,  therefore, 
have  to  be  made  with  extreme  caution. 

As  the  northern  most  cane  producing 
area  of  the  world,  Louisiana  has  seen  the 
devastating  effects  of  Mother  Nature's 
cold  on  our  tropical  crop,  we  also 
witnessed  a  year  when  the  demand  for 
our  sugar  was  further  reduced— as  the 
soft  drink  industry  elected  to  go  to 
100  per  cent  corn  sweeteners  —  and 
chemically  produced  artificial  sweeteners 
grabbed  increased  shares  of  the  sweet- 
ener market. 

The  price  for  sugar  was  less  than  most 
of  us  expected,  as  sugar  prices  stayed 
substantially  below  the  Market  Stabiliza- 
tion Price  for  much  of  the  year.  We  wait 
in  suspense  as  Congress  debates  the 
Farm  Bill  to  see  what  type  of  program 
we  can  expect  in  the  future— a  program 
that  everyone  in  the  industry  feels  is 
vital  to  our  existence. 

The  results  of  a  year  like  1984  and  the 
prospects  of  1985  place  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Industry  in  the  predicament  of 
worrying  about  its  future.  During  the  20 
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years  I  have  been  in  the  business,  similar 
negative  overtones  have  existed,  and 
in  talking  to  others  older  than  myself, 
pessimistic  attitudes  have  been  there  for 
as  long  as  they  can  remember.  It's  often 
said  by  people  in  the  industry  that  if  we 
get  five  or  ten  more  years  we  will  be 
lucky. 

Many  have  felt  that  they  cannot  imple- 
ment improvements  or  purchase  certain 
equipment  or  buy  land  because  the  fu- 
ture of  sugar  in  Louisiana  is  so  uncertain. 
But  we  have  been  in  this  business  for 
over  150  years  as  a  vital,  stable,  and  im- 
perative industry  to  the  economic  and 
cultural  history  of  South  Louisiana.  Let's 
look  at  the  present  conditions,  but  with 
optimism.  Let's  evaluate  why  we've  been 
successful  for  150  years  despite  predic- 
tions of  doom  and  why  we  will  be  viable 
for  another  150  years. 

Sugar  cane  grows  well  in  South  Louis- 
iana and  despite  our  subtropical  climate, 
it  has  held  a  comparative  advantage  over 
other  crops  tried  in  our  area.  The  ma- 
jority of  production  people  are  entirely 
dependent  economically  on  sugar  cane. 
With  recent  cut  backs  in  the  oil  and 
petro-chemical  industries  in  South  Louis- 
iana, any  cut  back  in  the  sugar  industry 
would  bring  economic  chaos  to  the  area. 

Research  and  development  have  been 
the  strong  points  of  our  industry.  Plant 
breeders  with  the  USDA  and  LSU  have 
worked  hard  to  develop  new  varieties. 
Agronomists  have  found  ways  to  in- 
crease field  and  sugar  yields  by  improv- 
ing the  cultural  and  fertilization  practices 
employed  by  our  farmers.  Control  meth- 
ods for  cane  diseases,  insects,  weeds, 
and  grasses  have  been  developed  and 
improved  upon. 

Our  agricultural  economists  have 
stressed  the  need  to  evaluate  and  reduce 
costs  to  make  our  end  product  more 
competitive  in  the  marketplace.  The 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  has  al- 
ways done  an  excellent  job  in  getting 
these  ideas  to  the  field.  In  recent  years 
the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  become 
a  vital  part  of  the  processing  picture. 
They  have  pursued  more  efficient  and 
economical  ways  of  extracting  sugar 
from  cane  as  well  as  new  uses  for  sugar 
and  its  by-products. 


The  universities  of  the  area  have  been 
strong  in  the  education  of  local  scientists 
and  producers  as  well  as  scientists  and 
producers  from  all  over  the  sugar  world. 
The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has 
been  effective  in  the  distribution  of  new 
varieties  as  well  as  in  research  and  the 
coordination  of  rearch.  If  we  are  to  go 
forward,  these  institutions  and  their  pro- 
grams have  to  continue  and  be  improved 
upon.  Vocal  and  financial  support,  both 
from  the  governmental  and  private  sec- 
tors must  continue  for  these  important 
programs  to  be  maintained. 

The  story  of  sugar  through  advertising 
has  just  started,  but  it  must  continue  if 
we  are  to  maintain  and  improve  upon 
our  share  of  the  sweetener  market. 

Lastly  there's  the  matter  that  is  first 
and  foremost  on  all  of  our  minds— that  of 
legislative  action.  Leaders  in  our  industry 
have  long  recognized  the  importance  of 
some  sort  of  price  support  program  to 
maintain  a  stable  industry  and  have  been 
successful  through  our  Sugar  League  and 
Washington  representatives  in  convey- 
ing this  message  to  our  Congressional 
leaders. 

Our  lawmakers  have,  despite  many 
long  and  exhaustive  battles,  seen  fit  to 
enact  sugar  legislation  granting  the  in- 
dustry its  right  to  survive— maintaining 
for  the  consumers  a  stable  and  realistic 
price  for  sugar.  The  present  program 
under  the  Farm  Bill  has  been  effective. 
It  has  not  cost  the  government  any  money 
to  subsidize  producers,  it  has  kept  the 
cost  to  consumers  at  relatively  low  levels 
and,  as  a  whole,  it  has  been  effectively 
administered,  despite  not  achieving  the 
MSP  this  past  year. 

We  hope  that  our  Congressional  friends 
will  be  able  to  convey  this  message  to 
Congress,  resulting  in  the  enactment  of 
a  program  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
present  program. 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  will  sur- 
vive and  continue  because  the  people  in 
it  want  the  industry  to  continue,  South 
Louisiana  needs  the  sugar  industry  eco- 
nomically, and  the  American  consum- 
ing public  needs  the  Domestic  Sugar 
Industry. 
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SUGAR  CANE 

State 

Area  Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

1983 

1984 

1983 

1984 

1983 

1984 

FOR  SUGAR 
AND  SEED 

1,000  Acres 

Tons 

1,000  Tons 

FLA 

367.9 

387.0 

31.4 

32.6 

11,552 

12,617 

HAW 

99.3 

95.2 

92.2 

91.2 

9,159 

8,684 

LA 

265.0 

230.0 

23.9 

22.0 

6,328 

5,060 

TEX 

35.5 

35.1 

31.6 

27.9 

1,122 

979 

US 

767.7 

747.3 

36.7 

36.6 

28,161 

27,340 

SUGARBEETS1/ 


State 

Area 
Planted 

Area 
Harvested 

Yield 

1983 

1984 

1983 

1984 

1983 

1984 

1,000  Acres 

Tons 

CALIF 

175.0 

211.0 

169.0 

208.0 

23,3 

24.7 

COLO 

42.0 

48.3 

37.2 

44.2 

16.2 

21.8 

IDAHO 

145.0 

145.0 

143.0 

144.0 

24.4 

23.0 

KANS 

7.5 

7.8 

6.9 

7.1 

13.7 

17.2 

MICH 

106.0 

110.0 

104.0 

108.0 

19.0 

19.6 

MINN 

262.0 

266.0 

259.0 

261.0 

18.0 

16.6 

MONT 

41.6 

25.2 

41.3 

24.6 

19.8 

16.9 

NEBR 

67.8 

72.9 

65.3 

67.5 

18.9 

21.9 

NDAK 

143.1 

139.8 

142.2 

139.1 

16.9 

16.6 

OHIO 

13.4 

11.8 

12.6 

10.7 

17.6 

18.8 

OREG 

11.6 

11.8 

11.3 

11.6 

28.0 

26.5 

TEX 

33.8 

39.0 

31.9 

37.8 

19.5 

21.8 

WYO 

32.6 

32.9 

32.1 

32.7 

19.2 

20.0 

U  S 

1,081.4 

1,121.5 

1,055.8 

1,096.8 

19.9 

20.2 

V  Relates  to  year  of 
CHOI'  PRODUCTION 


intended  harvest  except 
JUNE  1985 


lor  overwintered   spring  planted  beets   in   Calif. 
CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS. 


Pydrin*  insecticide  helps 
you  stop  the  troublesome 
sugarcane  borer  before 
it  can  do  deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this  pest 
more  effectively. 

First,  Pydrin  kills  by 
direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  resid- 
ual action,  it  continues 
to  stop  the  borer  long  af- 


ter application.  Pydrin's 
long  residual,  plus  its  re- 
sistance to  washoff ,  can 
mean  less  respraying. 

Pydrin's  cost  per  acre 
is  much  less  than  other 
insecticides,  so  you'll 
get  excellent  control 
and  save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
Pydrin's  low  toxicity  to 


man,  other  mammals 
and  birds  makes  it  less 
hazardous  to  mix  and 
apply. 

Ask  your  dealer  for 
Pydrin.  When  it  comes 
to  sugarcane  borer, 
Pydrin  takes  no  pris- 
oners. Pydrin  is  a  re- 
stricted use  pesticide. 
Use  as  directed. 


SHELL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY,  POST  OFFICE  BOX  3871,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77001. 


JULY  1,  1985 


11 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 
P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 

LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 

105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 

THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


by 
Thomas  M.  Warner 


Sugar  Association  Tapes 

The  League  has  received  two  VHS 
tapes  from  The  Sugar  Association  show- 
ing newscasts  about  sugar  from  across 
the  nation.  The  first  tape  shows  a  num- 
ber of  news  reports  about  the  sugar 
campaign,  the  aspartame  controversy, 
etc. 

The  second  tape  deals  primarily  with 
aspartame  as  reported  on  a  late  May 
edition  of  ABC  News  Nightline.  This 
30  minute  show  deals  with  a  major  issue 
of  the  day,  and  comes  on  nightly  at 
10:30  p.m.  Nightline  takes  aspartame/ 
nutrasweet  to  task  and  is  very  interest- 
ing to  see. 

If  any  League  member  is  interested  in 
borrowing  these  two  tapes  for  personal 
viewing  or  to  a  group,  please  let  me 
know.  Keep  in  mind  the  tapes  are  VHS. 


Old  Coke  versus  New  Coke 

The  domestic  sugar  industry's  cam- 
paign to  promote  the  positive  points  of 
pure  sugar  is  expanding  to  several  new 
projects.  These  include: 

(a)  A  contract  with  the  American 
Institute  of  Baking  to  taste  test 
bread,  cake,  and  cookies  made 
with  sugar  versus  high  fructose 
corn  syrup   (HFCS). 

( b)  Taste  tests  comparing  sugar-based 
Coca-Cola  versus  HFCS-based 
Coca-Cola. 

(c)  A  project  designed  not  only  to 
establish  consumers'  preference 
for  sugar  or  HFCS-based  carbon- 
ated soft  drinks,  but  also  to  deter- 
mine what  properties  of  the  two 
sweeteners  in  a  soft  drink  are 
attractive  and  unattractive  to  the 
consumer. 

(d)  A   project   evaluating   ice   cream 
made  with  sugar  and  HFCS. 


Sugar  Industry  Aids 
In  African  Famine  Relief 

(Courtesy  of  Sugar  and  Health) 

Three  U.S.  companies  have  donated 
over  a  quarter-million-dollars  worth  of 
refined  sugar  to  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  be  delivered  to  African  famine  victims. 

The  Red  Cross  has  received  donations 
of  sugar  totalling  350  tons  from  Holly 
Sugar  Corporation,  Colorado  Springs; 
Union  Sugar  Company,  San  Francisco; 
and  the  American  Sugar  Division  of  Am- 
star  Corporation  (Domino  Sugar),  New 
York. 

Holly's  sugar  donation  was  made 
possible  through  the  generosity  of  its 
1350  sugar  beet  growers  in  California, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Texas 
and  Wyoming.  The  Holly  growers  par- 
ticipating in  the  donation  are  members 
of  the  following  groups :  Montana-Dakota 
Beet  Growers  Association,  Sidney,  Mont.; 
Washakie  Beet  Growers  Association, 
Worland,  Wyo.;  Goshen  County  Co- 
operative Beet  Growers  Association, 
La  Grange,  Wyo.;  Wheatland  Beet  Grow- 
ers Association,  Wheatland,  Wyo.;  Texas- 
New  Mexico  Sugar  Beet  Growers  Asso- 
ciation, Wildorado,  Texas;  and  the  Cali- 
fornia Beet  Growers  Association,  Stock- 
ton, Calif. 

The  sugar  industry's  donation  will  con- 
tribute to  three  Red  Cross  programs  to 
supply  vital  nutritional  needs  to  citizens 
of  Ethiopia,  Sudan,  Mauritania,  Niger 
and  Burkina  Faso,  according  to  Richard 
F.  Schubert,  President  of  the  American 
Red  Cross.  "The  sugar  will  be  used  as  a 
vital  ingredient  in  oral  rehydration  thera- 
py and  as  a  source  of  essential  calories  in 
intensive  feeding  efforts  and  food  staple 
programs,"  he  said. 

"Most  of  us  take  sugar  for  granted  as 
a  good  tasting  part  of  a  well-balanced 
diet,"  said  Jack  O'Connell,  president  of 
the  Sugar  Association.  "However,  it  may 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 

Field  Days  —  Crop  Report  —  Insurance  Regulations 


The  annual  Parish  Field  Days  are  now 
here.  County  Agents  throughout  the  cane 
belt  spend  a  lot  of  time  preparing  these 
tours  and  do  an  excellent  job.  The  reason 
these  demonstrations  are  planned,  plant- 
ed and  carried  out  is  simply  to  keep 
growers  informed  about  current  recom- 
mendations and  new  research.  Apprecia- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  many  scien- 
tists, growers  and  others  who  assist  the 
agents  in  putting  on  these  events. 

The  demonstrations  which  are  put  on 
during  these  tours  are  the  best  way  to 
help  growers  see  how  the  recommenda- 
tions should  be  carried  out.  Reading 
sugar  cane  recommendations  on  varieties, 
weed  control  and  other  practices  is  one 
thing,  but  seeing  them  carried  out  in  the 
field  is  more  effective  and  provides  an 
opportunity  for  questions  and  answers 
between  growers  and  scientists.  The  social 
aspect  of  the  field  days  should  not  be 
overlooked  as  well  since  this  provides 
for  our  "family"  of  sugar  cane  growers, 
processors,  scientists,  extension  agents, 
salesmen  and  service  representatives  to 
be  together. 

As  of  July  3,  1985,  the  crop  was  in 
need  of  rain.  The  dry  weather  during 
April,  May  and  June  has  helped  out  this 
crop  tremendously.  Stands  of  cane  are 
now  good  in  some  fields  and  very  good 
in  others.  However,  the  diy  weather  can 
no  longer  help  us  since  it  is  too  late  for 
shoots  now  emerging  to  develop  in- 
to millable  stalks  by  harvest  time. 
Cane  height  at  this  time  is  nearly  the 
same   as   it   has   been  for   the   last   two 


two  big  crops  in  1981  and  1982.  During 
years  but  is  below  what  it  was  for  the 
the  July  4th  weekend  most  of  the  crop 
received  some  rain.  With  continued  rain 
and  good  sunlight  the  crop  can  make 
up  this  height  difference. 

Smut  reports  are  being  investigated 
by  LSU,  USDA  and  League  personnel. 
There  are  several  blocks  of  CP  73-351 
that  contain  levels  of  smut  high  enough 
to  cause  yield  losses.  These  fields  coupled 
with  the  sighting  of  smut  in  CP  73-351 
in  areas  that  did  not  have  smut  last  year 
confirm  the  test  results  which  indicate 
that  it  is  the  most  suscepible  variey  we 
have.  We  have  not  included  this  variety 
in  the  planting  recommendations  for  the 
last  couple  of  years  because  of  these  test 
results  which  indicated  that  it  could  be- 
come a  source  of  spread  for  smut  into 
other  less  susceptible  varieties.  Any 
growers  still  considering  planting  CP 
73-351  would  do  well  to  go  look  at  some 
of  these  fields  with  the  heavier  infesta- 
tions to  see  how  serious  it  can  be. 

Industry  members  should  take  note 
of  the  new  state  regulations  which  re- 
quire that  all  highway  vehicles  carry 
proof  of  liability  insurance.  A  fine  can 
be  imposed  for  failure  to  have  such 
proof  even  during  a  routine  traffic  check. 
Growers  who  have  pickup  trucks  which 
are  used  for  transporting  labor  around 
the  farm  and  on  local  highways  should 
remember  to  include  proof  of  insurance 
in  these  as  well  as  in  all  highway  ve- 
hicles. Either  a  copy  of  the  insurance 
policy  or  a  card  from  your  insurance 
company  will  serve  as  proof. 


July  17 
July  19 

July  25 
July  26 
July  30 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  7 
Aug.    9 


St. 


1985  FIELD  DAY  CALENDAR 

Gabriel  Area  Field  Dav 


Lafourche  Parish   Field  Da\ 
Iberia  Parish  Producers 
Terrebonne  Ag.  Day 
Assumption  Field  Day 
St.  Martin  Field  Day 
St.  Mary  Field  Day 
Ascension  Field  Day 


Meeting 


9:00  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
8:30  a.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
4:30  p.m. 
10:00  a.m. 


St.  Gabriel 
Raceland 
Loreauville 
Houma 

Labadieville 
St.  Martinville 

Franklin 
Donaldsonville 
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Don't  give 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 
your  profits. 


Spray  SB  PS  BAR 
at  layby. 


Left:  uncontrolled,  late-season  seed- 
ling Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SlNBAR-  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
your  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
a  problem  in  your  fields. 

That's  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
grass  seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
and  warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  AND   SENATE   CONTINUE 
WORK  ON  FARM  BILL 

Following  the  July  4th  Congressional 
Recess,  the  House  and  Senate  Agricul- 
ture Committees  will  continue  working 
on  a  1985  Farm  Bill  on  July  9.  In  schedul- 
ing full  committee  markup,  Representa- 
tive Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-Tex. ),  Chair- 
man of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee 
called  for  morning,  afternoon  and  even- 
ing sessions  if  necessary  to  report  a  bill. 
No  specific  deadline  was  set  for  com- 
pletion of  their  work.  However,  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  voted, 
prior  to  the  July  4th  recess,  to  complete 
its  work  on  a  farm  bill  by  July  15. 


USDA  EXTENDS  LOAN 
MATURITY  DATE 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  June  28  that  sugar  processors 
with  1984-crop  sugar  loans  that  matured 
June  30  would  be  allowed  to  request  a 
one-month  extension  of  their  loan  ma- 
turity date.  According  to  Block,  USDA 
received  requests  from  processors  to  ex- 
tend the  maturity  date,  and  after  a  re- 
view of  market  conditions,  USDA  officials 
decided  to  give  the  processors  additional 
time  to  market  their  sugar. 


COMPANIES  INDICTED  IN 
SUGAR  FRAUD  INVESTIGATION 

A  federal  grand  jury  in  New  Orleans 
indicted  14  individuals  and  13  companies 
on  June  21  for  defrauding  the  USDA 
sugar  re-export  program  and  for  making 
false  claims  to  the  U.S.  Customs  Service 
in  connection  with  illegal  diversions  of 
over  88  million  pounds  of  foreign  sugar 
into  the  U.S.  domestic  suear  market. 


Under  the  rules  of  the  re-export  pro- 
gram, specially  licensed  refiners  may 
bring  quota  free  foreign  sugar  into  the 
U.S.  for  the  purposes  of  refining  and  re- 
exporting  a  like  amount  of  refined  sugar 
into  world  markets  within  90  days.  The 
sugar  could  be  re-exported  by  the  im- 
porting refiner  or  by  an  agent  or  broker 
acting  for  the  refiner.  Those  indicted 
were  brokers  and  their  affiliates  who. 
after  receiving  sugar  from  licensed  re- 
finers, diverted  it  into  U.S.  domestic 
markets  while  furnishing  documenta- 
tion to  USDA  and  U.S.  Customs  which 
falsely  showed  the  sugar  was  exported. 

The  re-export  program  in  question  was 
designed  to  help  brokers  and  refiners  of 
imported  sugar.  No  U.S.  growers  or 
processors  of  domestic  sugar  crops  have 
been  implicated  in  the  scheme.  In  fact, 
domestic  sugar  prices  were  surely  de- 
pressed by  the  fraudulant  scheme. 

USDA  Inspector  General  John  Grazi- 
ano  said  the  illegal  diversions  of  sugar 
were  highly  profitable  for  those  involved 
in  the  scheme  due  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  U.S.  domestic  sugar  price  and 
the  world  market  price.  He  said  that  in 
addition  to  the  illegal  profits  gained 
through  diversion  and  sale  of  the  foreign 
sugar  in  the  U.S.,  the  indicted  individuals 
and  companies  also  defrauded  the  U.S. 
Customs  Service  when  they  falsely 
claimed  to  have  exported  millions  of 
pounds  of  the  sugar  and  filed  requests 
for  refunds  of  99  percent  of  the  import 
duties  paid  on  sugar  entering  the  U.S. 
The  joint  Customs  USDA  investigation 
is  continuing  and  there  could  be  addi- 
tional indictments. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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SUGARCANE  BORER 


PYDRIN. 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


Pydrin"  insecticide  helps 
you  stop  the  troublesome 
sugarcane  borer  before 
it  can  do  deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this  pest 
more  effectively. 

First,  Pydrin  kills  by 
direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  resid- 
ual action,  it  continues 
to  stop  the  borer  long  af- 


ter application.  Pydrin's 
long  residual,  plus  its  re- 
sistance to  washoff ,  can 
mean  less  respraying. 

Pydrin's  cost  per  acre 
is  much  less  than  other 
insecticides,  so  you'll 
get  excellent  control 
and  save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
Pydrin's  low  toxicity  to 


man,  other  mammals 
and  birds  makes  it  less 
hazardous  to  mix  and 
apply. 

Ask  your  dealer  for 
Pydrin.  When  it  comes 
to  sugarcane  borer, 
Pydrin  takes  no  pris- 
oners. Pydrin  is  a  re- 
stricted use  pesticide. 
Use  as  directed. 


SHELL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY,  POST  OFFICE  BOX  3871,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77001. 
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THE  CURRENT  STATUS  OF 
SUGAR  CANE  SMUT  IN  LOUISIANA 


Jeff  W.  Hoy,  Donald  B.   Fontenot,    Clayton    A.    Hollier, 
Lori  B.   Grelan,   and   Eugene   LeBlanc 


Sugar  cane  smut  was  first  observed  in 
Louisiana  in  May  of  1981.  Surveys  con- 
ducted during  1981  found  smut-infected 
cane  in  Iberia,  Lafayette,  St.  Martin,  St. 
Mary,  Vermilion,  Assumption,  Lafourche 
and  St.  John  the  Baptist  Parishes.  The 
varieties  affected  were  CP  65-357,  NCo 
310  and  CP  73-351.  No  comprehensive 
smut  surveys  were  conducted  during  the 
1982  and  1983  growing  seasons. 

A  state-wide  survey  was  conducted 
during  1984  by  the  authors  and  the 
Parish  Agricultural  Agents  to  determine 
the  current  extent  of  spread  and  severity7 
of  the  disease  in  Louisiana.  Sixty-one 
randomly  selected  farms  in  the  15  sugar 
cane  growing  Parishes  were  surveyed 
for  smut  the  last  week  of  June  through 
the  first  week  of  August.  On  each  farm, 
smut  whip  counts  were  taken  in  two 
plant-cane  and  two  stubble-cane  fields 
of  different  varieties. 

Smut-infected  plants  were  observed  in 
13  of  15  Parishes.  The  disease  was 
observed  in  the  eight  Parishes  where  it 
was  found  in  1981  and  in  Ascension, 
Iberville,  St.  James,  Terrebonne  and 
West  Baton  Bouge  Parishes.  After  the 
completion  of  the  survey,  smut  was 
observed  in  St.  Charles  Parish,  so  Pointe 
Coupee  is  the  only  Parish  in  which  smut 
was  not  observed  during  the  1984  grow- 
ing season.  The  greatest  amount  of  smut 
was  still  found  in  the  Teche  area,  where- 
as smut  was  observed  less  frequently  and 
generally  at  lower  levels  of  infection  in 
sugar  cane  in  the  Biver  and  Lafourche 
Parishes.  However,  since  smut  has  now 
become  established  in  these  areas,  infec- 
tion levels  will  naturally  increase  some- 
what, and  growers  can  expect  to  begin 
seeing  some  smut  whips  in  fields  which 
are  planted   with   susceptible^  varieties. 

None  of  our  varieties  are  immune  to 
smut,  but  the  current  commercial  varie- 
ties vary  in  their  susceptibility  to  the 
disease.  The  highest  average  levels  of 
smut  infection  and  the  greatest  numbers 


of  fields  with  smut  were  observed  in  the 
highly  susceptible  varieties,  CP  73-351 
and  NCo  310  (Table).  Fewer  diseased 
fields  with  lower  levels  of  smut  infection 
were  observed  in  the  moderately  suscep- 
tible varieties,  CP  65-357  and  CP  74-383 
(Table). In  fields  of  the  resistant  varie- 
ties, CP  70-321,  CP  70-330,  CP  72-356 
and  CP  72-370,  a  few  smut-infected 
plants  were  observed  in  only  2  of  107 
fields  surveyed. 

The  1984  survey  results  indicate  that 
smut  is  spreading  throughout  the  sugar 
cane  growing  regions  of  Louisiana;  how- 
ever, the  severity  of  the  disease  within 
individual  sugarcane  fields  has  generally 
not  increased  since  1981.  We  think  that 
this  is  an  encouraging  sign  since  a  high 
percentage  (78%)  of  our  acreage  was 
planted  with  susceptible  varieties  in 
1981,  and  47%  was  still  planted  with 
susceptible   varieties   in   1984. 

A  study  looking  at  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing levels  of  smut  on  cane  yield  was 
conducted  in  small  plots  within  four 
fields  of  CP  73-351  with  high  levels  of 
natural  infection.  In  each  field,  smut 
had  a  significant  negative  effect  on  yield. 
As  the  amount  of  smut  observed  in 
different  plots  increased,  the  yield  esti- 
mates decreased. 

The  amount  of  yield  loss  resulting 
from  any  given  level  of  smut  infection 
was  similar  for  all  fields.  At  levels  of 
smut  infection  below  5%,  yield  losses 
were  small  and  hard  to  recognize.  How- 
ever, at  smut  infection  levels  of  around 
10%,  the  yield  loss  due  to  smut  would 
average  around  8.5%,  so  a  field  with  a 
yield  potential  of  30  tons  of  cane  per 
acre  might  only  vicld  27.5  tons  /acre. 

The  results  of  the  yield  loss  study 
suggest  that  the  levels  of  smut  infection 
we  are  now  seeing  in  commercial  fields 
are  usually  not  high  enough  to  cause 
appreciable  yield  losses.  From  these  re- 
sults and  the  results  of  the  smut  survey, 
it  appears  that  some  factors  are  currently 
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limiting  the  build-up  of  smut  in  sugar 
cane  in  Louisiana. 

We  suspect  that  severe  freezes,  such  as 
the  ones  which  occurred  during  the  past 
two  winters,  may  be  one  factor  limiting 
the  severity  of  outbreaks  of  smut.  Smut- 
infected  cane  stools  of  several  varieties 
did  not  survive  the  1984-1985  winter  as 
well  as  smut-free  stools.  However,  a 
severe  winter  is  certainly  not  the  pre- 
ferred method  for  the  control  of  smut, 
and  we  do  not  expect  the  severe  winters 
to  continue.  This  means  that  we  have 
not  yet  seen  the  worst  that  smut  can  do, 
but  there  may  be  other  factors  which 
will  help  to  prevent  a  major  build-up  of 
smut  in  Louisiana. 

The  best  way  to  control  sugar  cane 
smut  is  to  avoid  planting  highly  suscep- 
tible varieties.  A  look  at  the  ranges  of 
smut  infection  levels  observed  in  sur- 
veyed fields  (Table)  shows  that  infec- 
tion levels  exceeding  20%  were  observed 
in  some  fields  of  CP  73-351,  while  the 
highest  observed  infection  levels  were 
much  lower  in  CP  65-357  and  CP  74-383. 
These  observations  and  ratings  deter- 
mined in  the  breeding  program  smut 
inoculation  trials  suggest  that  varieties, 
such  as  CP  73-351,  have  the  potential  to 
substain  heavy  losses  and  should  not  be 
grown  commercially  in  Louisiana.  We 
are  hopeful  that  varieties  with  a  mod- 
erate level  of  susceptibility  to  smut,  such 
as  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331, 


may  continue  to  be  grown  successfully 
in  Louisiana  even  after  smut  reaches  its 
full  potential. 

Preliminary  reports  and  field  obser- 
vations suggest  that  we  may  have  more 
smut  this  year  than  during  1984.  Smut- 
infected  plants  of  CP  73-351  have  now 
been  observed  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish, 
and  more  growers  are  seeing  smut  for 
the  first  time  in  the  River  and  Lafourche 
Parishes.  Along  the  Teche,  smut  counts 
in  two  first  stubble  fields  of  CP  73-351 
indicated  that  16%  of  the  stalks  had 
produced  a  smut  whip  in  one  field  and 
45%  of  the  stalks  were  smutted  in  the 
other.  In  both  fields,  very  little  smut 
had  been  observed  the  previous  year. 
Many  growers  have  been  seeing  smut 
whips  in  their  CP  76-331  plant  cane; 
however,  smut  infection  levels  in  five 
fields  along  the  Teche  averaged  only 
0.6%.  We  feel  that  this  low  level  of  in- 
fection should  not  stop  growers  from 
increasing  this  variety.  CP  76-331  needs 
to  be  given  a  chance  to  see  what  it 
can  do. 

There  is  still  a  lot  that  we  do  not 
know  about  smut  in  Louisiana.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  LSU  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service  and  the  Department  of 
Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology, 
the  USDA  Sugar  Cane  Field  Laboratory, 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
will  be  continuing  to  monitor  and  studv 
the  disease  and  will  keep  you  informed. 


Table     Results  of  1984  Louisiana  survey  for  sugar  cane   Smut 


Variety 

Number 

Fields 

Surveyed* / 

Fields 
With 
Smut 

Average 
Level  of 
Infection 

Range  of 
Infection 

CP  73-351 

41 

53.7% 

2.0% 

0.0-20.1% 

NCo  310 

5 

80.0% 

1.0% 

0.0-2.0% 

CP  74-383 

57 

38.6% 

0.7% 

0.0-3.0% 

CP  65-357 

62 

33.9% 

0.4% 

0.0-1.3% 

CP  70-321 

55 

0.0% 

0.0% 

— 

CP  70-330 

9 

11.1% 

0.1% 

- 

CP  72-356 

23 

0.0% 

0.0% 

— 

CP  72-370 

20 

5.0% 

0.1% 

- 

1/  Plant-cane  and  stubble-cane  fields  combined. 

2/  Smut  infection  determined  by  observation  of  characteristic  whip-like  structure  at  shoot  apex. 


JULY  15,   1985 


9 


LEAGUE'S  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 


Dr.  Dick  Breaux,  left,  Director  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  Cane  Field  Laboratory  in  Houma,  is  shown 
presenting  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  to  Floyd  Robichaux,  an  Agriculture  Research 
Technician  at  the  Houma  Station.  Floyd  is  an  extremely  dedicated  worker,  and  has  been  at 
the  Houma  facility  for  21  years.  The  certificate  was  presented  at  the  beginning  of  the 
League's  Contact  Committee  meeting. 


This  photo  shows  part  of  the  large  crowd  of  growers  that  turned  out  for  the  June  20 
Contact  Committee  meeting  at  the  U.S.D.A.  farm  near  Chacahoula.  John  Dunekelman,  a 
scientist    for  the   U.S.D.A.   is   in   the   back    of   the    pick-up   truck    speaking   to    the    group. 
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LEAGUE'S  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 


At  the  end  of  the  field  tour,  an  equipment  display  by  the  Bayou  Equipment  Dealer 
Association  drew  lots  of  attention.  The  two-row  harvester  pictured  was  explored  and 
discussed  by  many. 


The  League's  three  Agronomists  are  shown,  from  left:  Dr.  Charley  Richard,  Windell  Jackson, 
and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 
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Sugar  People 
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Mailing   List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


Name. 


Address- 


City. 


State- 


Zip- 


Mail    to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY  BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,   LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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Have  Something  To  Sell 

to  the 

Louisiana   Sugar   Industry? 

Your 

BEST  BET 

is 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Buy  as. 

SAVINGS 
BONOS 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

1.  Free  to  grower  and  processor  members. 

2.  Used  Farm  and  Mill  Equipment,  Help 
Wanted,  Situations  Wanted,  and  Farm 
Land  Leasing. 

3.  Address  and  phone  number  should  be  in- 
cluded. 

4.  Ads  printed  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  to 
run  ads  due  to  space  limitations  or  im- 
proper subject  matter. 

5.  Any  one  ad  will  be  run  in  only  one  issue, 

unless  a  second  request  is  made  at  a  later 
date. 

6.  Make  ads  brief— we  reserve  the  right  to 
reword  ads. 

7.  Submit  ads  before  the  5th  and  20th  of 
each  month. 

FOR  SALE: 

J&L  S-15  Harvester  with  New  Shortened 
Front  End.     Call  318/923-4908  or  4227. 

PRICED  FOR  QUICK  SALE: 

1066  IH  tractor,  two  966  IH,  CAMECO  self- 
propelled  loader,  Massey-Ferguson  265  diesel 
tractor,  CATERPILLAR  12E  motor  grader,  two 
AMCO  24  foot  discs,  two  4-row  cultivators,  one 
3-row  plow,  3-row  rotovator,  two  18  foot  chisel 
plows,  two  1972  J&L  harvesters.  Phone  (318) 
828-2516  (office),  (318)  828-2886  (home).  No 
Collect  Calls. 


JULY  15,  1985 


13 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida   Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 

Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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UP  FRONT 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

come  as  a  surprise  to  most  Americans 
that  sugar  is  extremely  valuable  in  treat- 
ment of  severe  infantile  diarrhea,  a  ser- 
ious problem  that  kills  an  estimated  4 
million  children  a  year  in  underdevel- 
oped areas  such  as  Africa." 

Sugar  is  a  key  ingredient  in  oral  re- 
hydration treatment  ( restoring  of  liquids 
by  mouth),  which  previously  required 
expensive  intravenous  therapy  and  was 
only  available  in  urban  medical  centers, 
O'Connel  said.  Then  it  was  discovered 
that  sugar  provided  an  economical,  stable 
alternative  that  was  as  effective  as  pre- 
viously used  oral  glucose  and  intra- 
venous treatment  in  retaining  rehydra- 
tion. 

Important  Medical  Advance 

According  to  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Jukes,  a 
biophysicist  and  nutritionist  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California,  Berkeley,  the  add- 
ing of  sugar  to  a  solution  of  salt  and 
water  for  oral  rehydration  is  "potentially 
the  most  important  medical  advance  this 
century,"  and  could  save  the  lives  of  up 
to  13,000  children  every  day. 

In  Red  Cross  oral  rehydration  pro- 
grams, mothers  are  taught  to  measure 
sugar  in  the  hollow  formed  by  the  fore- 
finger of  a  clenched  fist,  to  add  enough 
salt  to  fill  the  dimple  at  the  crook  of  the 
wrist  and  mix  them  in  a  liter  container 
of  water.  This  sugar/salt  solution  is  then 
fed  to  the  dehydrated  child. 

"Too  little  sugar  or  none  at  all  means 
the  salt  and  water  solution  will  almost  all 
pass  straight  through  the  child's  body 
and  there  will  be  no  rehydration,"  O'Con- 
nell  said.  "The  addition  of  the  right 
quantity  of  sugar  dramatically  increases 
absorption  of  the  fluid." 

"With  oral  rehydration,  an  affected 
child  can  recover  in  several  hours,  an 
amazingly  short  period  of  time,"  Jukes 
said. 

Sugar  Valued   as   a  Source   of  Calories 

The  industry-donated  sugar  will  also 
be    used    at   intensive   feeding    centers, 


Schubert  said.  Individuals  whose  body 
weights  have  dropped  to  a  dangerously 
low  level  are  fed  a  sugar-containing  meal 
mixture  three  times  a  day.  And  in  food 
staple  programs,  sugar  is  distributed 
along  with  milk  powder  and  soy  bean 
meal  for  home  consumption.  "Sugar  is 
providing  an  essential  source  of  calories 
for  these  people,"  he  said.  "This  direct 
support  for  Red  Cross  famine  relief 
efforts  by  the  sugar  industry  will  allow 
us  a  more  effective  use  of  dollars  con- 
tributed to  help  those  in  need." 

"We  in  the  sugar  industry  are  proud 
to  be  able  to  contribute  life-giving  sugar 
to  the  famine  relief  program,"  O'Connell 
said. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

( Continued  from  page  6 ) 

SUGAR  RE-EXPORT  RULES 
TIGHTENED 

As  result  of  the  above  investigation  of 
the  sugar  re-export  program,  procedures 
have  been  tightened  and  program  regu- 
lations changed.  A  new  rule  will  be 
issued  soon  governing  participation  in 
the  program  —  the  final  step  in  a  year- 
long process  of  reviewing  and  tightening 
the  program.  The  investigation  was  con- 
ducted jointly  by  the  U.S.  Customs  Serv- 
ice, the  USDA  Inspector  General  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice. 

Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Daniel 
G.  Amstutz  said  the  first  step  in  revising 
the  program  was  a  review  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  which  led  to  a  proposed 
rule  which  included  more  extensive  doc- 
umentation and  a  doubling  of  civil  penal- 
ties from  1/2  times  the  difference  between 
the  domestic  and  world  price  to  three 
times  this  difference  for  each  pound  of 
sugar  in  violation  of  program  rules. 
Amstutz  said  that  in  the  process  of  re- 
vising program  regulations,  documenta- 
tion and  certification  procedures  had 
been  tightened  to  minimize  the  potential 
for  cheating,  which,  if  widespread,  would 
have  serious  impact  on  the  viability  of 
the  re-export  program. 
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to  lock  out 
grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

AsidoK 


® 


HERBICIDE 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX'  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  doyou'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Dirt  Farming  versus  Modern  Farming  —  Crop  Report 


Everyone  knows  that  farming  today 
is  very  much  different  from  what  it 
was  even  a  few  years  ago.  Farms  have 
grown  in  size,  we  have  new  varieties  to 
work  with,  new  diseases  to  contend  with, 
we  need  to  understand  more  about  sugar 
marketing,  and  we  need  to  understand 
politics;  all  this  in  order  to  be  efficient 
cane  growers.  In  the  process  of  changing 
from  old  style  to  new  style  farming, 
many  growers  have  also  changed  the 
way  they  produce  a  crop  of  cane.  But, 
has  this  been  good? 

Any  believer  of  the  old  farming  style, 
"dirt  farming"  as  we  often  call  it,  will 
tell  you  the  importance  of  work  during 
the  fallow  season.  Doing  a  good  job  of 
accurately  setting  up  rows  is  most  im- 
portant especially  with  three  row  equip- 
ment. Drainage  is  also  essential.  Without 
a  good  system  of  quarter  drains  and 
cross  ditches  it  is  not  possible  to  grow 
a  good  crop  of  cane.  But  most  im- 
portantly, those  who  know  how  to  work 
the  soil  talk  about  preparing  the  seed 
bed.  In  any  crop,  whether  it  be  vege- 
table gardens,  soybeans,  corn,  wheat  or 
even  a  flower  garden,  the  seed  bed  must 
be  well  prepared.  There  is  no  reason  to 
question  why  cane  should  be  any  differ- 
ent. Of  course,  we  all  know  that  cane 
can  be  mistreated  and  it  can  still  make 
a  crop,  but  this  doesn't  earn  any  high 
yield  certificates.  Preparing  a  good  bed 
is  vital  to  producing  high  yields  of  cane. 
This  is  especially  true  in  black  land. 
High  yields  are  not  made  by  planting 
cane  in  clods  or  land  that  is  not  well 
worked.  Everyone  knows  that  planting  a 
good  crop  of  cane  is  the  first  step  to- 
wards making  not  only  good  plant  cane 
but  more  importantly  good  stubble  cane. 
Sometimes  short  cuts  are  taken  in  the  new 
farming  practices  that  some  growers  have 
adooted  and  less  attention  is  paid  to 
seed  bed  preparation  than  should  be. 
Poor  seed  bed  preparation  turns  into 
bad  plantings  which  generally  give  bad 
yields.  To  make  matters  worse,  the  bad 


yields  are  usually  blamed  on  varieties, 
weed  control  or  some  other  practice. 

There  are  times  when  although  the 
land  is  well  prepared,  the  planting 
operation  is  not  done  as  well  as  it  should 
and  the  result  is  a  poor  yield.  For  ex- 
ample, when  growers  have  tried  wider 
planting  furrows  than  they  could  handle 
and  found  themselves  with  furrows  that 
look  like  pig's  tails  and  are  too  shallow 
besides,  the  same  end  result  occurs: 
poorer  than  expected  yields.  Growers 
should  plant  a  furrow  width  that  they 
can  handle  and  this  will  generally  give 
the  highest  yields.  Many  high  yielding 
growers  are  planting  cane  12-16"  wide 
and  find  that  this  meets  the  needs  of 
the  mechanical  planter  and  produces  the 
best  yields  through  the  crop  cycle. 

Of  course,  the  importance  of  weed 
control  cannot  be  minimized  and  the 
best  yields  are  obtained  from  those  with 
the  most  effective  weed  control.  This 
takes  some  of  that  old  time  patience  and 
care  in  doing  the  job  right. 

Once  the  crop  starts  to  grow  in 
the  spring,  the  dirt  farming  techniques 
really  come  into  play.  Terms  like  "mak- 
ing dirt"  mean  something  to  those  who 
know  how  to  cultivate  a  crop  of  cane. 
Cultivation  is  not  just  for  controlling 
weeds  as  many  think.  By  working  a  crop 
of  cane,  good  dirt  farmers  can  often 
times  get  most  potential  shoots  out  of 
the  ground  and  can  turn  mediocre  stands 
into  adequate  stands.  Those  who  know 
how  to  be  dirt  farmers  will  tell  you  that 
there  is  a  lot  to  working  a  crop  and  it 
can  mean  the  difference  between  a  profit 
or  loss  at  the  year's  end. 

Of  course,  not  all  that  is  old  is  best. 
But  it  can  be  seen  on  many  high  yield- 
ing farms  that  a  mix  of  old  dirt  farming 
practices  into  modern  farming  certainly 
pays  off,  not  only  with  a  high  yield 
award  but  also  in  the  bank  account. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 


DON  WALLACE 


AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEES 
APPROVE  SUGAR  PROVISIONS 

The  House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Committees  have  reached  tentative  agree- 
ments on  sugar  provisions  to  be  included 
in  their  respective  versions  of  the  1985 
Farm  Bill.  The  agreements  are  tenta- 
tive until  both  committees  complete 
action  on  all  titles  and  report  out  an 
omnibus  farm  bill  which  they  hope  to 
do  prior  to  the  August  recess. 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
adopted  the  sugar  provisions  reported 
by  the  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  Sub- 
committee earlier  this  year.  Subcommittee 
Chairman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA),  call- 
ing the  sugar  program  a  good  and  fair 
program  that  has  worked  well  for  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  as  well  as  con- 
sumers, made  a  motion  to  extend  the 
current  sugar  price  support  program 
through  the  1989  crop.  The  motion  was 
adopted  by  voice  vote.  The  measure 
freezes  the  minimum  price  support  rate 
for  raw  cane  sugar  for  the  1986  through 
1989  crops  at  18  cents  a  pound,  the  same 
level  set  for  the  1985  crop.  Supports  for 
beet  sugar  would,  as  in  the  past,  be 
based  on  the  cane  sugar  level.  Also,  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  would  be  di- 
rected to  consider  possible  future  annual 
adjustments  in  the  support  price  based 
on  factors  including  inflation  and  rising 
production  costs.  If  the  Secretary  rules 
against  such  adjustments,  he  would  be 
required  to  report  his  findings  to  the 
House  and  Senate  Agriculture  Commit- 
tees. 


On  a  motion  by  Senator  Mark  Andrews 
(R-N.D.),  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee adopted  language  similar  to  that  i 
adopted  by  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee freezing  the  price  support  level 
at  18  cents  a  pound.  The  motion  was 
adopted  bv  voice  vote.  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Bob  Dole  ( R-Kan. )  has  indicated 
his  desire  for  the  Senate  to  consider  farm 
legislation  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
prior  to  the  August  recess,  and  it  is 
possible  a  bill  could  reach  the  floor 
sometime  before  the  end  of  July. 


ITC    HOLDS    SUGAR   HEARINGS 

The  International  Trade  Commission 
(ITC)  held  investigative  hearings  on 
several  aspects  of  the  sugar  program  in 
mid-July  as  a  result  of  Presidential  Pro- 
clamations making  changes  in  the  sugar 
program.  The  hearings  are  held  to  allow 
interested  parties  to  present  their  views 
to  the  ITC,  who  in  conjunction  with  I 
their  own  research,  must  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  President  Reagan  on  final 
action,  if  any.  The  changes  which  have 
been  made  and  for  which  ITC  investi- 
gations were  initiated  are:  (1)  the  su- 
spension of  the  fee  for  raw  sugar  im- 
ports; and  (2)  implementation  of  emer-j|a 
gency  quotas  on  blended  sugar  and  pro-| 
ducts  containing  sugar.  The  ITC  is  ex-j 
pected  to  present  their  recommendationsj 
in  late  August  on  the  import  fee  in-w 
vestigation  and  in  late  September  on  the| 
blended  sugar  investigation. 


(Continued  on  Page  14 
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Don't  give 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 
your  profits. 


Spray  Sinbar 

at  layby. 


Left  uncontrolled,  late-season  seed- 
ling Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop. 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SINBARS  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
your  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
a  problem  in  your  fields. 

That's  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
:grass  seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 


i  With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
land  warnings  carefully. 


MB 
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SUGAR  CANE  PLANTING  AND 
HARVESTING  RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  five  major  varieties  recommended 
for  planting  are  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383, 
CP  65-357,  CP  72-370  and  CP  72-356. 
CP  76-331  was  released  for  commercial 
production  in  1984,  and  growers  are 
advised  to  increase  the  variety. 

All  of  the  above  mentioned  varieties 
are  damaged  by  RSD  and  should  be 
heat-treated  to  control  this  disease. 

Variety  Reaction  to  Smut 

Smut  has  been  reported  in  all  major 
areas  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
High  levels  of  smut  have  been  reported 
at  some  locations,  and  yield  reduction 
from  the  disease  may  be  experienced  in 
fields  which  have  a  high  incidence  of 
the  disease.  The  varieties  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-370  and  CP  72-356  have  resistance  to 
smut.  The  varieties  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383 
and  CP  76-331  are  susceptible  to  the 
disease.  CP  73-351  and  NCo  310  are 
highly  susceptible  to  smut,  and  high 
levels  of  infection  have  been  found  in 
these  two  varieties.  Growers  are  advised 
not  to  plant  CP  73-351  and  NCo  310  so 
that  the  amount  and  spread  of  smut  in 
the  indusrty  can  be  kept  as  low  as 
possible.  This  should  permit  the  con- 
tinued use  of  moderatelv  susceptible 
varieties  like  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383  and 
the  newly  released  CP  76-331. 

Cane  to  be  used  for  seed  containing 
less  than  2%  smut-infected  stools  should 
be  rogued  because  smut-diseased  cane 
will  produce  smut-infected  shoots.  Cane 
of  any  varietv  containing  over  2%  smut- 
infected  stools  should  be  avoided  as  a 
seed  source. 

Relative  reaction  of  varieties  to  smut 
disease  under  Louisiana  conditions  (1981- 
84): 

Planting  Recommendations 

Varieties  recommended  for  planting 
are  CP  70-321,  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383, 
CP  72-370,   CP  72-356  and  CP  76-331. 


CP  70-321  outyielded  CP  65-357  in 
sugar  per  acre  in  stubble  outfield  ex- 
periments on  light  soils.  It  is  resistant 
to  smut  and  should  play  an  important 
role  in  combating  the  disease.  CP  70- 
321  is  highly  resistant  to  sugar  cane 
borers  and  has  good  stalk  cold  tolerance. 
CP  70-321  tends  to  lodge  more  than  CP 
65-357,  and  growers  have  problems  har- 
vesting the  variety  when  it  is  lodged. 

CP  74-383  outyielded  CP  65-357  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  acre 
in  stubble  cane  in  the  outfield  experi- 
ments on  light  and  heavy  soils.  The 
variety  has  very  good  stubbling  ability 
and  consistently  produces  high  cane 
tonnage  yields  and  sugar  per  acre.  The 
disadvantages  of  CP  74-383  are  its  mode- 
rate to  low  sugar  per  ton  yield  and  sus- 
ceptibility to  sugar  cane  borers.  It  should 
not  be  planted  where  insecticides  can- 
not or  will  not  be  applied. 

CP  65-357  has  led  in  acreage  for 
several  years  and  is  one  of  the  best  har- 
vesting commercial  varieties  in  Louisiana. 
CP  65-357  matures  early  and  accumulates 
sucrose  until  a  killing  freeze  occurs.  It 
is  resistant  to  the  sugar  cane  borer  and 
has  above  average  stalk  cold  tolerance. 
CP  65-357  was  lower  than  most  commer- 
cial varieties  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
and  sugar  per  acre  in  replicated  outfield 
experiments  in  1984. 

CP  72-370  is  an  early  maturing  variety 
which  is  well  adapted  to  mechanical 
harvesting  and  has  good  resistance  to 
smut.  The  outfield  yields  of  CP  72-370 
are  similar  to  those  of  CP  65-357.  The 
varietv  appears  to  do  well  in  heavy  soils. 

CP  72-356  is  a  strong  stubbling  varietv 
which  is  resistant  to  smut.  CP  72-356  is 
very  brittle,  and  severe  breakage  can 
occur  in  high  winds  and  at  harvesting. 
It  is  susceptible  to  sugar  cane  borers 
and  should  not  be  planted  where  in- 
secticides cannot  or  will  not  be  applied. 


Appear  to  be  resistant 


Appear  to  be 
susceptible 


Appear  to  be 
highly  susceptible 


CP  70-321 
CP  72-356 
CP  72-370 


CP  48-103 
CP  61-37 
CP  67-412 


CP  65-357 
CP  74-383 
CV  76-331 


CP  73-351 
NCo  310 


(Continued  on  page  8) 
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SENCOR/  GUTHION  Sugarcane  Update 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 


^ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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PLANTING  AND  HARVESTING 

( Continued  from  page  6 ) 

New  Variety  Status 

It  is  recommended  that  growers  in- 
crease seed  cane  of  CP  76-331  which  was 
released  and  distributed  in  the  fall  of 
1984.  In  plant  cane  and  stubble  outfield 
experiments  on  light  soils,  CP  76-331 
exceeded  CP  65-357  in  yield  of  sugar 
per  acre.  An  advantage  of  CP  76-331  is 
its  relatively  early  and  high  sucrose  con- 
tent. The  variety  is  highly  resistant  to 
spread  of  sugar  cane  mosaic  and  has 
shown  moderate  susceptibility  to  smut. 
CP  76-331  is  susceptible  to  the  sugar 
cane  borer  and  should  not  be  planted 
if  insecticides  cannot  or  will  not  be 
applied. 


However,  plant  cane  varieties  should  be 
harvested  according  to  stalk  cold  toler- 
ance or  resistance  to  deterioration  follow- 
ing a  killing  freeze.  The  following  har- 
vesting schedule  is  suggested: 

Suggested  Harvesting  Schedule 

Second  Stubble  of  early  maturing  varie- 
ties: CP  72-370,  CP  70-321,  CP  65-357, 
CP  76-331. 

Second  Stubble  of  medium  and  late  ma- 
turing varieties:   CP  72-356,  CP  74-383. 

First  Stubble  of  early  maturing  varie- 
ties: CP  72-370,  CP  70-321,  CP  65-357, 
CP  76-331. 

First  Stubble  of  medium  and  late  ma- 
turing varieties:   CP  72-356,  CP  74-383. 

Plant  Cane  of  varieties  that  deteriorate 
rapidly  after  a  freeze:  CP  72-356. 


VARIETY 

Variety 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

Characteristics 

65-357 

70-321 

72-356 

72-370 

74-383 

76-331 

Harvestability 

G 

M-P 

M-P 

G 

G 

G-M 

Erectness 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

G 

Brittleness 

G 

M 

VP 

G 

G 

G 

Sucrose 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

VG 

Maturity 

E 

E 

M 

E 

M 

E 

Fiber 

M 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

Tonnage 

G 

G 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

Stubbling 

M 

M 

VG 

M 

VG 

G 

Borer  Resistance 

M 

R 

S 

M 

VS 

VS 

Smut  Resistance 

S 

R 

R 

R 

S 

M 

Mosaic  Resistance 

S 

M 

S 

S 

M 

R 

RSD  Tolerance 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Rust  Resistance 

K 

R 

R 

R 

M 

R 

Cold  Tolerance 

M 

G 

P 

M 

G 

M 

Herbicide  Tolerance 

G 

G 

G 

P 

G 

G 

Shading 

G 

G 

G 

P 

G 

G 

Soil  Type 

ALL 

LS 

ALL 

ALL 

ALL 

ALL 

VG  =  Very  Good 

G       =  Good 

M     =  Moderate,  Medium 

P        -  Poor 

L      =  Late 


R      =  Resistance 
S      =  Susceptible 
VS  =  Very  Susceptible 
E     =  Earlv 


LS.. 
HS 
ALL 
VP 


Light  Soil 
Heavy  Soil 
All  Soil  Types 
Very  Poor 


HARVESTING  SCHEDULE 

The  harvesting  guidelines  are  based 
on  the  premise  that  in  Louisiana  all  stub- 
ble should  be  harvested  before  plant 
cane.  Within  each  stubble  group,  vari- 
ties  should  be  harvested  according  to 
maturity  classes:  early,  medium  or  late. 
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Plant  Cane  of  varieties  that  deteriorate 
at  intermediate  rates  after  freezing:  CP 
72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-331. 

Plant  Cane  of  varieties  that  deteriorate 
at  slowest  rate  after  freezing:  CP  65-357. 
CP  70-321. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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SUGARCANE  BORER 


PYDRIN. 


i 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS 


Pydrin  *  insecticide  helps 
you  stop  the  troublesome 
sugarcane  borer  before 
it  can  do  deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this  pest 
more  effectively. 

First,  Pydrin  kills  by 
direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  resid- 
ual action,  it  continues 
to  stop  the  borer  long  af- 


ter application.  Pydrin's 
long  residual,  plus  its  re- 
sistance to  washoff ,  can 
mean  less  respraying. 

Pydrin's  cost  per  acre 
is  much  less  than  other 
insecticides,  so  you'll 
get  excellent  control 
and  save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
Pydrin's  low  toxicity  to 


man,  other  mammals 
and  birds  makes  it  less 
hazardous  to  mix  and 
apply. 

Ask  your  dealer  for 
Pydrin.  When  it  comes 
to  sugarcane  borer, 
Pydrin  takes  no  pris- 
oners. Pydrin  is  a  re- 
stricted use  pesticide. 
Use  as  directed. 


SHELL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY,  POST  OFFICE  BOX  3871,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77001. 
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LOUISIANA  GUIDE  TO  CONTROLLING  JOHNSONGRASS 

AND  ANNUAL  WEEDS  IN  SUGAR  CANE  AT  PLANTING 

AND  AFTER  HARVEST,  1985  a 


WEED  CONTROL  AT  PLANTING 

Herbicides  to  control  weeds,  especially 
johnsongrass  seedlings,  are  essential  for 
the  prevention  of  weed  competition  and 
losses  in  sugar  cane  production.  Unless 
herbicides  are  applied  after  planting, 
weed  seed  remaining  in  the  soil  follow- 
ing a  fallow-plow  program  will  germin- 
ate, producing  viable  seeds  and/or  rhi- 
zomes. As  a  result  weeds,  especiallv 
johnsongrass,  will  quickly  reinf est  a  field. 

The  grass  and  broadleaf  winter  weeds 
are  not  as  competitive  as  johnsongrass; 
nevertheless,  they  suppress  the  growth 
of  the  cane  in  the  spring  and  must  be 
removed  either  chemically  or  mechanical- 
ly before  regular  spring  work  can  pro- 
ceed. Residual  preemergence  herbicides 
such  as  metribuzin  (Sencor/Lexone), 
terbacil  (Sinbar),  and  Fenac  (Fena- 
trol)  have  been  particularly  effective  for 
the  control  of  both  johnsongrass  seed- 
lings and  most  winter  weeds. 

After  sugar  cane  is  planted,  covered 
and  the  top  of  the  row  rolled  or  packed, 
one  of  the  herbicide  programs  listed  be- 
low should  be  initiated  immediately. 
When  ground  equipment  is  used,  herbi- 
cides should  be  applied  in  a  band  over 
the  top  of  the  row.  Apply  in  a  band 
30-inches  wide  when  cane  is  planted  in 
drills  less  than  18-inches  wide  and  apply 
in  a  band  36-inches  wide  when  cane  is 
planted  in  drills  greater  than  18-inches 
wide.  Application  rate  for  herbicides  in 
the  guide  are  expressed  as  the  amount 
of  herbicides  required  per  acre  of  sugar 
cane  when  applied  in  a  30-inch  band  on 
rows  7 2-inch es  wide. 

An  enclosed  table  can  be  used  to  find 
the  proportionate  rates  required  when 
herbicides  are  applied  to  a  wider  band 
or  when  other  row  widths  are  used. 
Should  these  preemergence  herbicides 
be   aerially   applied,   increase  the   band 


width  rate  proportionately  to  the  broad- 
cast rate.  Selection  of  herbicides  is  based 
on  soil  type  and  organic  matter  content, 
weed  species  present  and  the  variety  of 
sugar  cane.  If  for  some  reason  preemer- 
gence herbicides  cannot  be  applied 
immediately  after  planting,  they  should 
still  be  applied  at  a  latter  time. 

A.  Preemergence    Control    of    Johnson- 
grass   Seedlings   and   Winter   Weeds 

1.  Sencor/Lexone  Program 

Apply  Sencor/Lexone  4L  at  1.5 
pints  per  acre  or  Sencor/Lexone 
DF  at  1.0  lbs.  per  acre.  These  rates 
can  be  used  on  all  soil  types. 

2.  Sinbar  Program 

Apply  Sinbar  to  medium  and  heavy 
soils  and  light  soils  that  have  not 
shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 

a.  Apply  Sinbar  SOW  at  %  to  %  lbs. 
per  acre.  Use  the  higher  rate  on 
heavy  textured  (clay)  soils  and 
on  silt  loam  soils  where  heavy 
infestations  of  johnsongrass  seed- 
lings are  expected. 

b.  Sinbar  will  not  effectively  con- 
trol browntop  panicum,  but  a 
mixture  of  the  suggested  rates 
of  Sinbar  above  with  1.5  to  2 
quarts  Fenatrol  provides  effec- 
tive control.  The  Sinbar  Fenatrol 
mixture  will  be  needed  primarily 
on  August  planted  cane. 

NOTE:  Do  not  apply  Sinbar  on 
the  variety  CP  48-103  on  very 
light  soils  unless  prior  experience 
has  shown  no  injury  from  its  use. 

3.  Fenatrol  (Fenac)  Program 

a.  On  light  to  medium  soils,  apply  a 
mixture  of  Fenatrol  at  4  quarts 
per  acre  and  either  amine  2,4-D 


1  /Prepared  for  distribution  by  Drs.  Donald  B.  Fontenot  and  Dead  Sanders,  LSU  Cooperative 
Extension  Service,  based  on  data  and  information  From  Drs.  Rex  Millhollon  and  Ed  Richard 
USDA  Agricultural  Research  Sendee,  Houma,  La.  and  Dr.  Lynn  Kitchen,  La.  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station. 
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or  Weedmaster  at   1  quart  per 
acre. 

b.  On  heavy  dark  soils,  apply  a  mix- 
ture of  Fenatrol  at  3  quarts  per 
acre  and  either  amine  2,4-D  or 
Weedmaster  at  1  quart  per  acre. 

B.  Preemergence    Control    of    Itchgrass 

1.  For  August  planted  cane,  apply 
trifluralin  (Treflan)  at  0.8  lbs. 
(1.7  pints)  per  acre  and  incor- 
porate immediately  into  soil  to  a 
depth  of  about  2  inches  but  above 
the  sugar  cane  seed  pieces.  This 
treatment  will  effectively  control 
itchgrass  and  prevent  it  from  pro- 
ducing seed.  See  "D"  for  applying 
a  second  herbicide  treatment  to 
provide  residual  control  of  winter 
weeds. 

2.  On  cane  planted  in  September  or 
later,  use  other  herbicides  outlined 
in  this  guide  because  itchgrass 
emerging  in  the  fall  will  not  likely 
produce  seed. 

C.  Preemergence     Control     of    Annual 
Summer    and    Winter   Weeds 

The  following  herbicides  are  effec- 
tive in  providing  residual  preemer- 
gence control  of  most  annual  grasses 
and  broadleaved  weeds  from  plant- 
ing through  winter,  but  may  not 
effectively  control  johnsongrass,  itch- 
grass or  brown  top  panicum  that  germ- 
inate after  planting  in  summer  and 
early  fall. 

Apply  AAtrex  80W,  Atrazine  80W, 
Princep  SOW,  Cotoran  80W  or  Kar- 
mex  80WP  at  1.5  lbs.  per  acre,  or 
apply  AAtrex  4L,  Atrazine  4L,  or 
Princep  4L  at  1.2  quarts  per  acre  or 
AAtrex  Nine-O  at  1.33  lbs.  per  acre. 


D.  Alternate    Procedure   for    Early 
Planted  (August)  and  Heat  Treated 
Sugar  Cane 

Generally  early  planted  cane  is 
lightly  covered  (2  inches  of  packed 
soil)  and  frequently  more  soil  is 
added  before  winter.  If  additional 
soil  will  be  added,  two  applications 
of  a  herbicide  may  be  needed  to  pro- 
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vide  effective  preemergence  control 
of  weeds  through  the  winter. 

The  first  treatment  after  planting 
should  be  with  one  of  the  herbicides 
in  this  guide  at  the  lowest  rate  sug- 
gested. The  second  treatment  should 
be  made  following  the  second  "dirt- 
ing".  Herbicides  and  rates  per  acre 
suggested  of  the  second  treatment  are 
as  follows: 

Apply  AAtrex  80W  or  Atrazine 
80W  at  1.2  lbs.;  or  AAtrex  4L  or  Atra- 
zine 4L  at  1  quart;  or  AAtrex  Nine-O 
at  1.1  lb.;  or  Sinbar  80W  at  %  lb.;  or 
Sencor/Lexone  4L  at  %  pint  or  Sen- 
cor/Lexone  DF  at  %  lb. 

E.  Supplemental  Practices 

1.  After  herbicides  are  applied  in  the 
drill,  cultivate  the  middle  and  sides 
of  the  row  to  control  weeds. 

2.  Rogue  fields  to  remove  johnson- 
grass plants  growing  from  rhizomes 
that  escaped  fallow  plowing  and 
those  seedlings  that  survived  chemi- 
cal treatments. 

3.  Do  not  apply  dalapon  on  any 
variety  of  cane  planted  in  the  fall. 

WEED  CONTROL  AFTER  HARVEST 

A.  Control  of  Johnsongrass  and  Annual 
Weeds  in  Cane  Cut  for  Seed  and 
Early  Harvested  Cane 

1.  For  all  post  harvest  treatments,  a 
36-inch  band  is  recommended.  For 
preemergence  control,  apply  one  of 
the  following  shortly  after  harvest: 
Sinbar  SOW  at  approximately  % 
lb/ A;  or  4  quarts  of  Fenatrol 
(Fenac)  plus  1  quart  of  Weed- 
master,  amine  2,4-D  or  Sencor/ 
Lexone  4L  at  1.5  pints;  or  Sencor/ 
Lexone  DF  at  1.0  lb /A.  Observe 
all  precautions  mentioned  above 
for  plant  cane. 

2.  Use  Asulox  for  postemergence  con- 
trol of  johnsongrass  from  rhizomes 
and  seed  or  itchgrass.  A  non-ionic 
surfactant  should  be  added  to  the 
spray  solution  at  0.25%  by  volume. 
Treat  foilage  when  johnsongrass  is 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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(Continued  from  previous  page) 

18  to  24  inches  tall  or  when  itch- 
grass  is  less  than  12  inches  tall. 
When  using  the  regular  boom 
sprayer,  apply  Asulox  at  4  pints  per 
acre  on  a  36-inch  band  to  treat 
weed  infestations  on  entire  or  par- 
tial rows  of  cane.  When  using  a 
hand  gun  for  spot  treatment,  mix 
12  pints  Asulox  in  100  gallons  of 
water  and  spray  to  lightly  wet  the 
grass  foliage. 

B.  Atrazine  for  Control  of  Winter 
Annual   Weeds   in  Late   Harvested 
Cane 

Control  of  winter  weeds  after  har- 
vest is  desirable  to  prevent  weed 
competition  and  to  provide  a  clean 
drill  for  the  application  of  preemer- 
gence  herbicides  during  the  follow- 
ing spring.  As  a  result,  shaving  and 
applications  of  other  herbicides  to 
remove  large  winter  weeds  can  be 
eliminated. 

Atrazine  can  be  applied  as  a  pre- 
emergence  treatment  soon  after  har- 


vest or  as  a  postemergence  treatment 
in  the  early  spring  when  winter  weeds 
are  6  inches  or  less  in  height.  The  ad- 
vantage of  the  postemergence  treat- 
ment is  that  only  fields  with  weed  in- 
festations will  require  treatment  (many 
stubble  fields  will  not  have  a  winter 
weed  problem ) . 

1.  For  preemergence  control,  apply 
Atrazine  80W  at  %  to  1  lb/A  or 
Atrazine  4L  at  %  to  1  quart  per  acre 
on  a  36  inch  band.  Use  a  lower 
rate  on  light  sandy  soils  and  the 
higher  rate  on  medium  and  heavy 
soils. 

2.  For  postemergence  control,  apply 
Atrazine  80W  at  1  lb/A  or  Atra- 
zine 4L  at  1  quart  per  acre  on  a 
36  inch  band  plus  1  pint  surfactant 
or  1  quart  crop  oil  concentrate  for 
25  gallons  of  water.  If  broadleaved 
weeds  larger  than  6  inches  tall 
(other  than  aster)  are  abundant, 
add  2,4-D  at  ¥2  to  1  quart  per  acre. 
If  perennial  aster  is  abundant,  add 
weedmaster  at  1  quart  per  acre 
instead. 


Chemicals  Referred  to  in  the  Recommendations 


Common  Name 
Atrazine 

Diuron 

Fenac 

Fluometuron 

Metribuzin 

2,4-D  + 

Dicamba 

Simazine 

Terbacil 
Trifluralin 


Trade  Name 

AAtrex 

Atrazine,  Griffex 
Karmex,  Direx 

Fenatrol 

( supplies  limited ) 

Cotoran 

Lexone 
Sencor 
Weedmaster 

Princep 

Simazine,  Sim-Trol 
Sinbar 
Treflan 


Chemical  Name 


2-chloro-4,ethylamino-6, 

isopropylamino-s-triazine 

3-  ( 3,4-dichloropheny  1 )  -1, 

1-dimethylurea 

Sodium  salt  of  2,3-6-trichlorophenyl- 

acetic  acid 

3-  ( m-trif  luromethylphenyl )  - 

1, 1-dimethylurea 

4-amino-6-tert-butyl-3-  ( methylthio )  - 

as-triazine-5  ( 4H )  -one 

2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic  acid  +  2- 

methoxy-3-6-dichlorobenzoic  acid 

2-chloro-4,6-bis  ( ethylamino )  -s- 

triazine 

3-tert-butyl-5,chloro-6-methyluracil 

<,/,r/,<'/,tn'fliiro-2,6-dinitro-N,N-diprop\l- 

p-toluidine 

Rates  of  herbicides  presented  in  the  discussion  section  of  the  guide  are  based 
on  amount  of  formulated  product  for  a  30-inch  band  on  a  72-inch  row.  To  obtain 
the  amount  of  herbicide  product  required  to  treat  other  band  widths  and  row 
widths,  consult  the  table  below.  Conversions  are  applicable  whether  measure- 
ments are  expressed  as  pounds,  pints  or  quarts  per  acre. 
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Proportionate  Rates  of  Herbicides  Per  Acre  of  Sugar  Cane  for 
Various  Band  and/or  Row  Widths 


72  inch  rows 

66 

inch  rows 

Rate  of  Formulated  Herbicide  Product  Per  Acre  in  Pounds, 

Pints,  or  Quarts 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band 

broadcast 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band           broadcast 

0.50  (%) 

0.60 

1.20 

0.66  (X) 

0.80 

1.60 

0.73 

0.87 

1.60 

0.75  (%) 

0.90 

1.80 

0.82 

0.98 

1.80 

0.80 

0.96 

1.92 

0.87 

1.04 

1.92 

1.00 

1.20 

2.40 

1.10 

1.31 

2.40 

1.50 

1.80 

3.60 

1.64 

1.96 

3.60 

1.66 

2.00 

3.98 

1.81 

2.17 

3.98 

2.00 

2.40 

4.80 

2.18 

2.62 

4.80 

3.00 

3.60 

7.20 

3.27 

3.93 

7.20 

4.00 

4.80 

9.60 

4.36 

5.24 

9.60 

PLANTING  AND  HARVESTING 

(Continued  from  page  8) 
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FARM  NOTES 
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Crop  Report 

As  of  this  writing,  July  19,  there  are 
still  some  dry  areas  in  the  cane  belt. 
Although  the  July  4th  rains  helped,  not 
everyone  received  sufficient  rainfall. 
Most  areas  can  now  use  additional  rain. 
Plant  cane  and  first  stubble  are  making 
good  growth  at  this  time.  At  the  US  DA 
Station  in  Houma,  LA,  plant  cane  heights 
are  generally  the  same  or  higher  than 
they  have  been  in  five  of  the  last  seven 
years,  while  first  stubble  heights  are  the 
same  or  higher  than  they  have  been  in 
six  of  the  last  seven  years  for  C.P.  65-357. 
Second  stubble  fields  have  been  slow  to 
respond  and  are  still  short  but  should 


start  to  show  improvement.  Because  of 
the  large  percentage  of  plant  cane  ( and 
small  percentage  of  second  stubble)  in 
the  industry,  the  potential  for  good  tonn- 
age in  1985  is  there,  but  total  production 
will  still  be  limited  because  of  the  lower 
than  average  number  of  acres  for  harvest 
this  season. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

USDA  CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  July  Crop  Production  report 


estimating  that  sugar  cane  growers  in- 
tend to  harvest  775,000  acres  of  sugar 
cane  for  sugar  and  seed  in  1985,  1  per- 
cent more  than  in  1984.  Sugarbeet 
planted  acreage  in  1985  is  estimated  at 
1.2  million  acres,  nearly  the  same  as  in 
1984.  Estimates  by  state  are  as  follows: 


SUGAR  CANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


Area  Harvested 


State 


Ind 

1984 

1985 

1,000 

Acres 

387.0 

388.0 

95.2 

89.0 

230.0 

245.0 

35.1 

33.2 

747.3 

755.2 

FLA 
HAW 
LA 
TEX 

US 


SUGARREETS1/ 


Area  Planted 

Area  Harvested 

State 

1984                           1985 

Ind 
1984                           1985 

1,000 

Acres 

CALIF 

211.0                     200.0 

208.0                    195.0 

COLO 

48.3                        2.9 

44.2                        2.9 

IDAHO 

145.0                    153.0 

144.0                    152.0 

KANS 

7.8                          .0 

7.1                          .0 

MICH 

110.0                     125.0 

108.0                    123.0 

MINN 

266.0                    277.0 

261.0                    271.0 

MONT 

25.2                      44.0 

24.6                      43.5 

NEBR 

72.9                      58.8 

67.5                     57.0 

N  DAK 

139.8                     143.0 

139.1                     142.0 

OHIO 

11.8                      13.0 

10.7                      12.5 

OREG 

11.8                      11.9 

11.6                      11.8 

TEX 

39.0                      38.0 

37.8                      37.0 

WYO 

32.9                      50.2 

32.7                      49.9 

U  S 

1,121.5                  1,116.8 

1,096.3                  1,097.6 

1  /Relates  to  year  of  intended  harvest  except  for  overwintered  spring  planted  beets  in  calif. 
CROP   PRODUCTION,   JULY    3985  B-21  CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 
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Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 


Buy  as. 

SAVINGS 
BONOS 


Mote, 


3. 


FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

Free  to  grower  and  processor  members. 

Used  Farm  and  Mill  Equipment,  Help 
Wanted,  Situations  Wanted,  and  Farm 
Land  Leasing. 

Address  and  phone  number  should  be  in- 
cluded. 

Ads  printed  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  to 
run  ads  due  to  space  limitations  or  im- 
proper subject  matter. 

Any  one  ad  will  be  run  in  only  one  issue, 

unless  a  second  request  is  made  at  a  later 
date. 

Make  ads  brief— we  reserve  the  right  to 
reword  ads. 

Submit  ads  before  the  5th  and  20th  of 
each  month. 


FOR  SALE: 

J&L  S-15  Harvester  with  New  Shortened 
Front  End.     Call  318/923-4908  or  4227. 

PRICED  FOR  QUICK  SALE: 

1066  IH  tractor,  two  966  IH,  CAMECO  self- 
propelled  loader,  Massey-Ferguson  265  diesel 
tractor,  CATERPILLAR  12E  motor  grader,  two 
AMCO  24  foot  discs,  two  4-row  cultivators,  one 
3-row  plow,  3-row  rotovator,  two  18  foot  chisel 
plows,  two  1972  J&L  harvesters.  Phone  (318) 
828-2516  (office),  (318)  828-2886  (home).  No 
Collect  Calls. 


Have  Something  To  Sell 
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BEST  BET 

is 
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AUGUST  1,  1985 


15 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 


He  Sugar  Bulletin 
16  Whitney  Building 
»ew  Orleans,  La.  70130 

>ddress  Correction  Requested) 


Acquisitions  Division,  Serials  D 
Louisiana  State  University  Libra 
Baton  Rouge  Louisiana  70803 


BULK  RATE 
pjU.S.  POSTAGE 


V;:f 


PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 
New  Orleans.  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

-FICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.  S.  A. 


v^V^^V^V^^^^W5*£*£<£?S*£^^ 


9n  *JUu  9uu& 


Up  Front  With  The  League  by  Thomas  M.  Warner  _.       3 
Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 4 

Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace  6 

Controlling  Ratoon  Stunting 

Disease  in  Sugar  Cane  7 

Vol.  63  -  No,  22  AUGUST  15,  1985 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  Inc. 

R.    Charles    Hodson,    Jr.,    Editor 

Thomas   M.  Warner,   Managing   Editor   and    Information    Director 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Director  of  Research   and  Field   Representative 

Windell   R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

Carol  Barnes,  Secretary 

Washington  Representative: 

Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 

1  150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 

Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Phone:  (202)331-4331 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 

416  Whitney  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  La.  701  30-2692 

Phone:  (504)  525-3956  or  525-6848 


OFFICERS    AND    MEMBERS    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS    OF    THE    AMERICAN    SUGAR    CANE    LEAGUE 


John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  La. 

President 

Harold  Schexnayder,  White  Castle,  La. 

1st  Vice-President 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

2nd  Vice-President 

Fred  Clark,  Franklin,  La. 

3rd  Vice-President 


R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
4th  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 
Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 
5th  Vice-President 

E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Cinclare,  La. 
Treasurer 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.,  St.  James,  La. 
Secretary 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 
J.  G.  Beaud,  New  Roads,  La. 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La. 
Lawrence  Dugas,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
Dan  Duplantis,   Raceland,   La. 
Andrew  P.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Roland  M.  Hebert,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
Roddy  Hulett,    Franklin,    La. 
Kenneth  H.  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  La. 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,   La. 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Jerome  S.  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 
William  S.  Patout,  III,  Patoutville,  La. 
J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  J.  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael   E.   Rodriguez,  Jr.,   Franklin,  La. 


Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 
James  H.  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Daniel  Viator,   Lafayette,  La. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Thomas  H.  Allen,  Conway,  Arkansas 
Thomas  M.  Barker,  Lockport,  La. 
Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  La. 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,   Plaquemine,  La. 
Jerry  L.   Dickson,  Matthews,  La. 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  La. 
F.  Evans  Farwell,   New  Orleans,  La. 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Matthews,   La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Cinclare,  La. 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
George  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
M.  V.  Yarborough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


Third  Class   postage   paid   at   New   Orleans,   La.    issued   on   the    1st   and    15th    of   each    month.    Subscription    Members 
50  cents   a  year.   Non-Members   $10.00  a   year.   Foreign   Countries   $50.00   a   year.   The   American   Sugar   Cane    League 
is    not   resoonsible   for    issues    lost    in    transit.    Back    issues    supplied    when    available    at    one    dollar    a    copy. 
POSTMASTER:   Send  address  changes  to   THE   SUGAR   BULLETIN,   416   WHITNEY   BLDG.,    NEW   ORLEANS,    LA.   70130. 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by 
Thomas  M.  Warner 


New  No.    14   Sugar   Contract 

The  Coffee,  Sugar  and  Cocoa  Ex- 
change's Sugar  No.  14  (domestic)  con- 
tract received  designation  for  trading 
from  the  Commodity  Futures  Trading 
Commission  on  Monday,  July  1.  The 
contract  began  trading  on  July  8,  1985 
with   the  November,    1985    contract. 

Sugar  No.  14  will  trade  simultaneously 
with  Sugar  No.  12  through  the  Novem- 
ber, 1986  contract.  Sugar  No.  12  is  the 
existing  domestic  sugar  contract  that 
will  gradually  be  phased  out  and  re- 
placed with  Sugar  No.  14.  No  trading 
in  any  new  delivery  months  shall  be 
initiated  in  Sugar  No.  12,  and  its  last 
trading  month  shall  be  November,  1986. 

The  new  contract  is  virtually  identical 
to  the  Sugar  No.  12  contract  except 
for  the  three  modifications  necessitated 
by  changing  conditions  in  the  cash  mar- 
ket for  sugar.  They  are: 

1)  Discounts  and  premiums  applied 
to  different  polarizations  were  ad- 
justed to  encourage  the  delivery  of 
higher   polarization   sugar. 

2)  A  revised  testing  procedure  will  be 
utilized  for  determining  the  color 
acceptability  of  the  sugar  being 
delivered. 

3)  A  dextran  quality  standard  will  be 
added. 


Colonial  Sugars  Acquires 
Georgia  Refinery 

The  Georgia  Sugar  Refinery  in  Mathews 
has  been  sold  to  Colonial  Sugars  located 
in  Gramercy.  The  Georgia  plant  will  be 
closed  and  production  shifted  to  the 
Gramercy  refinery. 

The  closing  of  the  Georgia  refinery 
will  leave  three  refineries  in  the  state: 
Amstar  in  Arabi   (St.   Bernard  Parish), 
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Supreme    in    Labadieville    (Assumption 
Parish ) ,  and  Colonial  ( St.  James  Parish ) . 

The  Georgia  refinery  is  owned  by 
seven  cooperative  mills  with  an  annual 
production  of  about  200,000  tons  of  raw 
sugar.  The  agreement  is  expected  to  be 
finalized  in  the  near  future.  H.  Taylor 
Morrissette  will  remain  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Colonial  and  Robert  Spaeth,  the 
current  President  of  the  Georgia  Sugar 
Refinery,  will  become  President  of  Co- 
lonial Sugar,  Inc. 

It  was  reported  in  January,  1985,  that 
Tate  and  Lyle  were  reported  to  have 
signed  an  agreement  to  purchase  Co- 
lonial. Negotiations  are  said  to  be  still 
underwav  for  that  sale. 


Old  Coke,  New  Coke,  and  Coke  Classic 
(From  USA  TODAY) 

Gay  Mullins,  who  led  the  battle  to 
bring  back  the  original  Coca-Cola,  says 
they  still  don't  make  Coke  like  they 
used  to. 

"All  I  can  say  is  we  won,"  said  Mullins, 
57.  "But  we  won  a  formula  that's 
slightly  different   than   in  our  youth." 

The  Seattle  resident  says  he  noticed 
a  taste  change  in  1980  when  Coke  re- 
placed 100  percent  sugar  as  sweetener 
with  high  fructose  corn  syrup. 

It  was  his  preoccupation  with  the 
difference  in  sweeteners  that  caused  him 
to  start  the  drive. 

Mullins  said  he'll  sell  the  case  of 
Classic  Coke  the  company  gave  him  —  to 
the  highest  bidder,  with  the  proceeds 
headed  for  charity.  His  asking  price: 
$20,000. 

The  cola  battle  won,  the  retired  hotel 
manager  said  he'll  go  to  Costa  Rica 
where  he'll  put  together  a  manual  for 
retirees. 


FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 


Planting  Time  —  Heat  Treating  —  Crop 


The  variety  recommendations  for  1985 
were  published  in  the  previous  issue  of 
The  Sugar  Bulletin.  These  recommen- 
dations are  sent  out  by  the  LSU  Co- 
operative Extension  Service  and  are  a 
combined  effort  by  variety  scientists 
from  LSU,  USDA  and  the  League.  Each 
of  the  recommended  varieties  is  in- 
cluded and  general  information  about 
each  is  given  so  a  grower  can  make  up  a 
specific  planting  schedule  for  his  own 
farm.  Many  growers  ask  for  additional 
help  in  preparing  their  planting  sched- 
ule in  relation  to  how  much  of  each 
variety  should  be  planted.  This  is  not 
given  in  the  printed  recommendations 
because  the  recommendation  can  vary 
from  farm  to  farm.  However,  either  of 
the  League's  two  field  agronomists,  Win- 
dell  Jackson  and  Herman  Waguespack, 
Jr.,  or  myself  are  available  for  additional 
help  in  planning  your  plantings  for  1985. 

The  general  feeling  among  our  variety 
scientists  is  that  55  to  70%  of  our  acreage 
should  still  be  in  the  two  best  all 
around  varieties,  CP  65-357  and  CP 
70-321.  Both  of  these  varieties  have 
had  problems  in  the  two  last  years 
with  the  severe  winter  but  should  im- 
prove with  better  weather.  Of  course, 
this  part  of  the  recommendation  can 
only  be  used  by  those  growers  with 
good  heat-treated  seed  and  in  those 
areas  where  they  can  be  grown.  When 
it  comes  to  the  best  combination  of 
characteristics,  these  two  varieties  are 
better  than  other  varieties  and  this  is 
why  we  recommend  the  majority  of  the 
acreage  be  planted  to  these  two.  How- 
ever, we  do  recognize  the  problems  both 
CP  65-357  and  CP  70-321  have  and  for 
this  reason  recommend  that  no  more 
than  70%  be  planted. 

The  remaining  acreage  should  be 
planted  to  the  three  remaining  varieties: 
CP  72-356,  CP  72-370  and  CP  74-383. 
All  three  of  these  have  at  least  one 
major  problem  and  we  believe  that  the 
acreage  of  each  one  should  not  be  over 
15%.  Each  grower  has  his  favorite 
among   these   three    varieties    and    the 


acreage  of  each  can  vary  according  to 
the  grower's  preference. 

Because  CP  73-351  can  build  up  smut 
disease  very  rapidly,  it  is  strongly  re- 
commended that  growers  not  plant  it. 
We  know  it  can  stubble  and  yield  well, 
but  it  is  too  dangerous  to  risk  planting. 
Growers  still  thinking  about  planting 
it  should  look  at  farms  where  it  has 
built  up  in  smut  to  see  what  it  can  do 
to  other  varieties.  Seeing  these  fields 
should  change  your  mind  about  this 
variety. 

Heat  Treating 

Growers  have  some  questions  about 
the  smut  level  of  CP  76-331,  the  variety 
released  last  year.  Tests  indicate  that  it 
is  not  as  susceptible  as  CP  73-351  and 
we  recommend  that  growers  replant 
CP  76-331.  Those  growers  who  have 
smut  in  CP  76-331  may  want  to  consider 
heat  treating.  This  will  not  prevent  the 
cane  from  getting  smut  in  the  future  and 
therefore  is  not  an  effective  control 
measure,  but  will  kill  smut  in  the  cane 
at  the  time  of  treatment. 

Most  variety  researchers  have  spent 
a  lot  of  time  recently  talking  about  smut 
susceptibility.  However,  growers  should 
not  forget  about  RSD  which  is  by  far 
the  most  serious  disease  problem  that 
we  have  some  control  over.  Cane  that  is 
planted  each  year  should  be  progeny  of 
heat  treated  seed.  Included  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  of  The  Bulletin  are  the  heat 
treating  recommendations  for  the  con- 
trol of  RSD.  These  recommendations 
should  be  followed  as  carefully  as  possi- 
ble in  order  to  get  the  most  effective 
control  and  the  best  germination  as 
possible.  Remember,  RSD  infection  costs 
you  money  and  heat  treatment  controls 
the  disease. 

The  Crop 

There  are  still  some  areas  of  the  belt  | 
that  need  rain  and  although  stands  are 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Domtgjve 
Johnsongrass 
a  chance  to  rob 
profits. 


Spray  SlNBAR 
at  layby. 


Left  uncontrolled,  late-season  seed- 
ling  Johnsongrass  can  slow  down  your 
harvest.  Lower  the  quality  of  your  crop. 
Literally  rob  you  of  your  profits. 


But  SINBAR  -  weed  killer  applied  just  after 
your  last  cultivation  will  stop  this  profit 
robber  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  become 
a  problem  in  your  fields. 

That's  because  SlNBAR  controls  Johnson- 
grass seedlings  as  well  as  many  other 
problem  weeds  as  they  emerge.  And  it 
stays  around  to  keep  your  cane  clean 
right  up  to  harvest. 

So  plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  at  layby.  Stop 
late-season  weeds  that  steal  your  profits. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions 
and  warnings  carefully. 


Q 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONGRESS  ADJOURNS  FOR 
AUGUST  RECESS 

The  House  and  Senate  adjourned  for 
its  month  long  August  recess  without 
taking  any  action  on  new  farm  legisla- 
tion. Members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees  have  been  meet- 
ing for  several  weeks  in  an  effort  to 
reach  agreement  on  their  respective  ver- 
sions of  a  1985  Farm  Bill.  The  major  dis- 
agreement in  both  committees  has  been 
over  the  price  support  program  for 
wheat  and  feed  grains.  Another  problem 
faced  by  committee  members  was  just 
how  much  funding  agriculture  would 
receive  under  the  fiscal  1986  budget.  A 
budget  was  not  agreed  upon  until  the 
day  of  adjournment. 

In  the  Senate,  Majority  Leader  Robert 
Dole  (R-KS)  had  threatened  to  bring 
some  kind  of  an  agriculture  bill  to  the 
floor  for  a  vote  even  if  the  Committee 
did  not  report  one.  He  later  agreed  to 
allow  two  hours  of  discussion  on  the 
floor  regarding  farm  legislation  rather 
than  try  and  get  a  farm  bill  passed. 

Before  adjourning,  the  House  Agri- 
culture Committee  agreed  to  meet  on 
September  4  and  report  a  bill  by  Sep- 
tember 10.  However,  the  Senate  had 
attempted  similar  action  by  agreeing, 
prior  to  the  July  4th  Recess,  to  report 
out  a  bill  by  July  15  but  they  were  not 
able  to  meet  that  deadline.  It  appears 
that  it  will  be  at  least  mid-September, 
if  not  later,  before  any  farm  legislation 
reaches  the  floor  of  the  Senate  or  House. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
The  Sugar  Bulletin,  both  Committees 
have  reached  tentative  agreements  on  a 
sugar  program  freezing  the  loan  level  at 
18  cents  a  pound.  However,  until  a  final 
bill  is  reported  out  of  the  Committees, 
every  section  of  the  farm  bill  is  subject 
to  reconsideration. 

LEAGUE  MEMBERS  VISIT 
SENATORS  IN  WASHINGTON 

Several  members  of  the  League  came 
to  Washington  in  late  July  to  call  on 
Senators  from  various  states  in  an  effort 

to  obtain  or  solidify  support  for  a  sugar 


program  in  the  1985  Farm  Bill.  At  that 
time,  it  appeared  that  the  Senate  might  ] 
consider  some  type  of  farm  legislation  j 
(see  the  above  story)  prior  to  the 
August  recess.  League  members  making 
the  trip  were:  President  John  Thibaut,  J 
Pete  deGravelles,  Ramon  Billeaud,  Lloyd 
Lauden,  Martin  Cancienne,  Irving  Le- 
gendre,  Jr.,  and  Charles  Hodson. 

USDA  EXTENDS  LOAN 
MATURITY  DATES 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  John  Block 
announced  that  sugar  processors  with 
1984-crop  sugar  loans  that  matured  June 
30  and  July  31  would  be  allowed  to  ex- 
tend their  loans  60  days.  These  loans 
now  will  mature  on  September  30,  1985. 
USDA  already  had  extended  the  June  30 
loans  one  month.  According  to  Block, 
after  reviewing  market  conditions  and 
requests  from  processors  to  extend  the 
loan  maturity  date,  USDA  officials  de- 
cided to  give  the  processors  additional 
time  to  market  their  sugar. 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETENER  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  Sugar  and  Sweetener  Out- 
look and  Situation  Yearbook  in  July. 
USDA  estimates  world  centrifugal  sugar 
stocks  at  the  end  of  the  1984/85  season 
will  reach  a  record  43.5  million  metric 
tons,  an  increase  of  3.5  million  tons, 
leaving  stocks  more  than  50  percent 
above  normal.  World  sugar  production 
for  1985/86  is  projected  to  be  99.6 
million  tons.  The  price  of  raw  sugar  in 
the  "world  market"  averaged  3.68  cents 
a  pound  in  the  first  quarter  of  1985. 

U.S.  beet  sugar  production  tor  crop 
year  1985/86  is  estimated  at  2.9-3.0  mill- 
ion short  tons,  raw  value,  up  slightly 
from  1984-85.  The  projection  for  cane 
sugar  is  unchanged  with  production  at 
3  million  tons.  USDA  expects  domestic 
raw  sugar  prices  ( c.i.f.  duty  /fee  paid, 
N.Y.)  to  rise  in  the  coming  months 
through  September.  U.S.  sugar  stocks  at 
the  caul  of  fiscal  1985  are  estimated  at 
1.34  million  tons,  raw  value,  down  IT 
percent  for  September  30,  1984. 
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CONTROLLING  RATOON  STUNTING  DISEASE 
IN  SUGAR  CANEV 


Ratoon  Stunting  Disease  (RSD)  is 
one  of  the  three  major  diseases  affecting 
sugar  cane  in  Louisiana.  It  is  caused  by 
a  bacterium  and  is  recognized  as  a 
serious  disease.  Its  presence  causes  sub- 
stantial yield  reductions  in  the  major 
commercial  varieties   being   grown. 

Symptoms  of  the  disease  may  be  both 
external  and  internal.  Affected  stools  of 
stubble  cane  usually  are  stunted  and  not 
thrifty  in  appearance  when  compared 
to  disease-free  material  of  the  same  vari- 
ety. A  more  positive  method  of  identi- 
fication is  to  examine  the  internal  tissue. 

In  young  plants,  you  can  find  the 
symptoms  during  the  spring  when  the 
growing  point  is  slightly  below  the  soil 
surface  by  splitting  the  young  shoot 
through  this  point.  There  should  be  a  light 
pink  discoloration  of  the  tissue  in  this 
region.  This  discoloration  usually  indi- 
cates the  presence  of  the  disease.  A 
normal  plant  will  have  whitish  tissue  in 
this  area. 

In  mature  plants,  look  for  symptoms  in 
the  strands  or  vascular  tissues  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  node.  To  find  them,  slice  off 
the  outer  layer  or  rind  in  the  region 
where  the  buds  or  eyes  are  located.  Di- 
seased cane  will  usually  have  orange- 
red  discolored  strands  or  vascular  tissues. 
Healthy  cane  appears  white  in  this  area. 
Select  the  mature  nodes  at  the  base  of 
the  cane  stalk  for  examination. 

The  only  positive  test  for  the  disease  is 
by  examination  using  current  laboratory 
techniques,  which  include  bacterial  cul- 
ture and  direct  examination  of  juice  from 
stalks  suspected  of  being  infected  with 
this  disease. 

Research  and  grower  experiences  show 
that  a  good  control  program  will  increase 
yields.  In  addition,  control  will  make  it 
possible  to  maintain  the  productivitv  of 
many  of  the  commercial  varieties.  Heat 
treatment  of  seed  cane  for  RSD  control 
will  also  cure  cane  infected  with  smut 
disease. 


The  following  recommendations  are 
based  on  work  done  by  pathologists  of 
the  USDA  Station  at  Houma,  Louisiana, 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  and  reports  from  other  cane- 
producing  areas. 

A.  HOT-WATER  TREATMENT 

In  the  standard  hot-water  treatment, 
the  seed  cane  should  be  submerged  in 
rapidly  circulating  water  for  2  hours. 
When  a  basket  with  cold  cane  is 
lowered  into  the  treatment  tank,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  may  drop 
temporarily,  but  the  temperature 
should  recover  quickly  so  that  for  at 
least  1  hour  and  40  minutes  of  the  2 
hours,  the  temperature  of  the  water  is 
between  50  and  51  °C,  preferably  be- 
tween 50.0  and  50.5  °C,  because 
young  cane  stalks  are  particularly 
liable  to  damage.  The  following 
suggestions  may  be  helpful  to  in- 
crease the  rate  of  survival: 

1.  Harvest  the  cane  stalks  one  to  five 
days  before  hot-water  treatment.  It 
is  best  not  to  keep  the  cane  longer 
than  five  days  before  treatment 
This  reduces  the  chance  that  the 
buds  will  grow  out  ( which  reduces 
survival)  and  that  fungal  disease 
will  spread  within  the  stalk. 

2.  From  the  time  that  cane  stalks  are 
harvested  to  the  time  that  they  are 
planted  (except  during  the  treat- 
ment itself),  it  is  desirable  to  pro- 
tect the  cane  from  temperature  ex- 
tremes, over  90°—  95  °F  or  lower 
than  65  °F,  and  to  allow  some  cir- 
culation of  air  among  the  stalks  by 
placing  the  stalks  on  pallets  or 
keeping  the  cane  in  wagons.  If 
possible,  protect  cane  stalks  from 
too  much  rain  or  too  high  humidity 
to  reduce  the  chance  of  sprouting. 

3.  Stalks  from  stubble  cane  appear  to 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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survive  heat  treatment  better  than 
stalks  from  plant  cane,  especially 
early  in  the  season.  Use  only  nor- 
mal rates  fertilizer  on  stubble  cane 
to  be  used  for  hot-water  treatment. 

4.  Select  the  cane  stalks  from  por- 
tions of  the  field  where  the  cane 
grows  vigorously.  Heavily  bored 
or  severely  lodged  cane  does  not 
survive  heat  treatment  well. 

5.  In  the  preparation  of  cane  stalks 
for  treatment,  if  possible  remove 
the  tops  and  most  of  the  leaf  blades 
by  lowering  the  top  knife  of  the 
harvester.  This  improves  survival 
and  does  not  appear  to  reduce 
cures  if  the  green  sheaths  ( shucks ) 
are  left  to  cover  the  buds.  If  tops, 
leaf  blades  and  dried  shucks  are 
present  on  cane  being  treated,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  agitate  the 
floating  mat  to  allow  adequate 
circulation  of  the  water. 

6.  Be  sure  the  water  can  circulate 
freely  around  the  cane  stalks  dur- 
ing heat  treatment.  Don't  pack  the 
stalks  tightly,  don't  overload  the 
tank  and  don't  let  the  stalks  float 
out  of  the  water. 

7.  After  the  hot-water  treatment  is 
completed,  cool  the  cane  stalks  as 
quickly  as  possible.  The  treated 
cane  should  be  planted  promptly— 
if  possible,  within  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  treated  stalks  have  to  be  kept 
longer  after  treatment,  wet  the 
stalks  every  other  day  with  a  hose. 

8.  Plant  the  heat-treated  stalks  on  a 
relatively  flat  row  so  that  you 
have  enough  soil  to  build  up  the 
row  later.  If  you  are  going  to  use 
herbicides  when  planting,  cover 
with  about  two  inches  of  soil; 
otherwise,  a  cover  of  one  to  two 
inches  is  enough.  Avoid  covering 
too  deeply.  (You  will  need  good 
soil  preparation  to  be  able  to  cover 
lightly  and  well.  This  is  important 
if  a  period  of  dry  weather  follows 
planting  of  the  treated  cane.)  If 
\ on  plant  treated  cane  and  you  are 
caught  by  a  heavy  shower,  don't 
worry  about  covering  the  cane.  It 
will  do  verv  well  without  further 


cover  until  it  is  dry  enough  to  come 
back.  If  it  is  dry  enough  to  work, 
however,  try  to  cover  the  cane 
soon  after  dropping  it. 
9.  Before  the  winter  freezes  set  in, 
the  row  should  be  built  up  around 
the  sprouted  cane.  Try  to  build  up 
the  row  to  a  total  of  four  inches 
above  the  seed  cane  to  protect  the 
shoots  from  freezing  back  to  the 
planted  stalk.  (The  treated  stalk 
tends  to  rot  quickly  in  the  ground, 
and  no  unsprouted  buds  are  likely 
to  survive  the  winter.) 

10.  It  is  probably  safest  to  hot-water 
treat  in  Louisiana  in  September. 
Treat  CP  65-357  and  CP  76-331  last 
(after  September  10).  If  treated 
seed  cane  is  needed  earlier  in  the 
planting  season  than  September, 
use  a  two-part  treatment  (50°C 
for  10  minutes  on  the  first  day 
after  harvest  and  50  °C  for  two 
hours  on  the  second  day).  Treated 
cane  planted  later  than  September 
will  have  to  be  covered  by  3-4 
inches  of  soil  to  protect  it  from  the 
danger  of  a  freeze.  If  wet,  cold 
weather  sets  in  and  continues,  the 
treated  stalks  may  rot  before  the 
eyes  sprout. 

11.  The  same  precautions  to  prevent 
reinfection  recommended  under 
general  sanitation  for  treated  cane 
should  be  followed  with  hot-water 
treated  cane.  Use  different  wagons 
for  carrying  the  treated  material  to 
the  field  than  those  used  for  bring- 
ing in  the  cane  for  treatment.  Do 
not  cut  the  treated  stalks  after 
planting  in  the  furrow.  To  work 
the  treated  cane,  use  cleaned  tools 
or  use  the  tools  first  thing  in  the 
morning.  Consult  the  recommenda- 
tions for  the  order  in  which  the 
varieties  should  be  treated,  etc. 

12.  Select  cane  for  treatment  that  is 
likely  to  have  a  low  incidence  of 
disease.  In  all  heat  treatments, 
there  is  a  small  percentage  of 
"escapes",  stalks  that  are  not  cured. 
If  you  start  with  few  diseased 
stalks,  you  will  have  very  few  es- 
capes.   When    available,     use    the 

( Continued  on  page  10 ) 
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TAKES  NO 
PRISONERS. 


Pydrin R  insecticide  helps 
you  stop  the  troublesome 
sugarcane  borer  before 
it  can  do  deadly  damage. 
Nothing  controls  this  pest 
more  effectively. 

First,  Pydrin  kills  by 
direct  contact.  Then, 
through  its  long  resid- 
ual action,  it  continues 
to  stop  the  borer  long  af- 


ter application.  Pydrin's 
long  residual,  plus  its  re- 
sistance to  washoff ,  can 
mean  less  respraying. 

Pydrin's  cost  per  acre 
is  much  less  than  other 
insecticides,  so  you'll 
get  excellent  control 
and  save  money. 

Another  advantage: 
Pydrin's  low  toxicity  to 


man,  other  mammals 
and  birds  makes  it  less 
hazardous  to  mix  and 
apply. 

Ask  your  dealer  for 
Pydrin.  When  it  comes 
to  sugarcane  borer, 
Pydrin  takes  no  pris- 
oners. Pydrin  is  a  re- 
stricted use  pesticide. 
Use  as  directed. 


SHELL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY,  POST  OFFICE  BOX  3871,  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77001. 
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first  stubble  of  direct-heat-treated 
cane  as  a  source  for  seed  cane  to 
be  heat  treated. 

B.  AERATED  STEAM 
(AS)  TREATMENT 

1.  In  Louisiana,  treating  with  AS  may 
be  started,  if  cane  is  tall  enough, 
after  August  15  and  may  continue 
until  October  15. 

2.  Treat  varieties  in  the  following 
order,  which  is  based  on  the  ability 
of  the  variety  to  tolerate  the  steam 
treatment:  CP  72-370,  CP  72-356, 
CP  70-330,  CP  74-383,  CP  48-103, 
and  CP  61-37.  If  practical,  do  not 
heat  treat  CP  65-357  and  CP  70- 
321  until  after  September  15. 

3.  Selection  of  fields  with  the  least  of 
mosaic,  minimum  borer  injury  and 
no  variety  mixture  is  suggested. 
Cane  used  for  treatment  should  be 
topped  somewhat  lower  than  for 
commercial  planting.  This  will 
eliminate  most  green  leaves  and 
tops  which  may  prevent  the  proper 
movement  of  the  aerated  steam 
among  the  cane  stalks.  Tops  and 
green  leaves  may  block  the  spaces 
between  layers  of  cane  in  the  oven. 
Do  not  overload  the  oven.  This  is 
important. 

4.  Time  between  cutting  and  treat- 
ment with  AS  should  not  exceed 
five  days.  Two  days  after  cutting 
is  most  desirable. 

5.  The  racks  recommended  for  use 
with  the  AS  oven  should  be  hand- 
loaded  for  treatment.  Trays  which 
are  recommended  in  lieu  of  the 
rack  may  be  loaded  either  by  hand 
or  mechanically.  Research  findings 
have  shown  that  cane  with  ad- 
hering trash  may  be  stacked  15 
inches  in  height  if  an  air  space  of 
at  least  three  inches  is  maintained 
between  the  15-inch  layers. 

6.  None  of  the  systems  recommended 
for  stacking  the  cane  in  15-inch 
layers  will  give  good  RSD  control 
if  the  cane  is  any  closer  than  one 
foot  from  the  air  deflectors  found 
in    the   inside    rear    of    the   oven. 

Stalks   with    adhering   trash   too 


close  to  the  rear  openings  result  in 
channeling  instead  of  an  even  tern-    i 
perature  distribution  in  the  oven. 

7.  For  the  aerated  steam  treatment 
use  an  ingoing  aerated  steam  tem- 
perature  (at  a  thermometer  level 
in  the  two  rear  ducts)  of  53 °C 
( 127.4° F)  in  the  %  to  1  ton  oven. 
There  are  aerated  steam  ovens 
with  up  to  3-ton  capacity  per  treat- 
ment. With  larger  ovens,  a  tem- 
perature of  54 °C  is  required.  The 
treatment  is  still  for  four  hours. 
All  varieties  are  treated  at  this 
temperature. 

8.  If  the  oven  is  properly  loaded  and 
steam  control  system  is  operating 
according  to  the  recommendations, 
the  temperature  within  the  oven 
will  reach  53  °C  within  1  to  VA 
hours,  depending  on  the  outside 
temperature. 

9.  Open  the  oven  door  immediately 
after  completing  the  treatment. 
Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  poor 
germination. 

10.  Clean  oven  after  each  variety  is 
treated,  and  keep  area  around 
oven  clean.  This  will  prevent  an 
untreated  stalk  from  being  mixed 
with  treated  material. 

CAUTION  ABOUT  WATER  SUPPLY 
FOR  AERATED  STEAM  UNITS 
On  farms  where  water  has  a  high 
mineral  content,  the  minerals  must  be 
removed  with  a  suitable  water  softener 
(approximate  cost  $300)  before  its  use 
in  the  steam  jenny  or  steam  generator. 
Clogging  by  a  buildup  of  a  mineral  de- 
posit will  cause  the  temperature  regula- 
tor to  malfunction  because  of  the  in- 
ability of  the  jenny  or  generator  to  pro- 
duce an  adequate  volume  of  steam. 

C.  HOT  AIR  TREATMENT 

1.  Start  heat  treating  any  time  after 
August  1,  if  cane  is  tall  enough. 
Seed  cane  treated  after  October  1 
may  result  in  poor  stands  caused 
by  cool  weather. 

2.  The  order  in  which  the  varieties 
are  treated  is:  CP  70-330,  CP  61-37, 
CP  67-412,  CP  48-103,  CP  74-383, 
CP  70-321,  CP  72-356,  CP  72-370, 
CP  76-331  and  CP  65-357.  Informa- 
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tion  is  not  available  for  other  vari- 
eties at  this  time. 

3.  Select  seed  to  be  heat  treated  from 
heat-treated  progeny,  if  possible. 
The  stalks  should  be  stripped  of 
leaves  to  reduce  the  danger  of  fire 
and  to  improve  air  circulation.  Do 
not  overload  the  racks.  Leave  ade- 
quate space  (about  2  inches)  be- 
tween layers. 

4.  Check  the  ovens  to  insure  proper 
heat  treatment.  Inflow  and  out- 
flow temperatures  must  be  checked 
and  should  be  at  58 °C  (136.4°F), 
and54°C  (129.2°F),  respectively. 
The  inflow  temperature  should  be 
checked  in  the  two  arms  of  the  air 
ducts  located  some  inches  behind 
the  exhaust  outlet  of  the  fan. 

5.  Cones  may  be  checked  visually 
during  the  operation  of  the  box. 
Improper  baffle  adjustment  or 
loading  may  cause  hot  and  cold 
spots.  These  may  be  checked  by 
use  of  chemical  indicator  strips 
and /or  thermocouples.  The  failure 
of  thermostats  to  maintain  the  de- 
sired temperature  may  be  caused 
by  faulty  relays  which  are  acti- 
vated bv  the  thermostats.  Relays 
should  be  carefully  checked  out 
before  replacing  thermostat. 

6.  In  a  properly  loaded  and  adjusted 
oven,  as  determined  by  thermo- 
couples, the  internal  stalk  tempera- 
tures should  be  between  50°-54°C 
during  the  last  two  to  three  hours 
of  the  eight-hour  treatment  per- 
iod. For  routine  check  of  the  oven, 
the  indicator-strip  method  should 
show  the  strips  with  resin  melted 
at  50°C  or  at  50°C  and  52°C.  If 
there  are  cold  spots  and  the  50  °C 
resin  does  not  melt,  or  hot  spots  in 


which  the  55  °C  or  59  °C  resin 
melts,  then  the  oven  needs  to  be 
readjusted  and  checked  with  ther- 
mocouples. 
7.  Do  not  cut  heat-treated  cane  as  it 
lies  in  the  planting  furrow  because 
reinfection  of  the  treated  cane  will 
occur. 

GENERAL   SANITATION    FOR   ALL 
TREATMENT   TYPES 

1.  Follow  cleaning  practices. 

2.  Seed  plots  should  be  harvested  first 
before  harvesting  other  fields  dur- 
ing that  day. 

3.  If  implements  have  been  used  that 
day,  sterilize  sugar  cane  harvesters, 
loaders  and  carts  or  wagons  before 
cutting  and  hauling  heat-treated 
seed  cane. 

4.  Disinfect  harvesters  and  loaders 
when  moving  in  seed  cane  from 
variety  to  variety  and  from  seed  plot 
to  seed  plot. 

5.  Do  not  use  wagons  or  carts  used  to 
haul  cane  to  heat-treating  unit  to 
haul  treated  seed  cane  to  the  field 
for  planting. 

TO   CLEAN   EQUIPMENT 

1.  Start  by  washing  the  cutting  edges 
and  sticker  chains,  loader  boom, 
pushpilers  and  carts  or  wagons  with 
water  from  a  high  pressure  hose. 
Then,  if  possible,  clean  the  above 
parts  with  steam  or,  after  washing, 
spray  with  5%  Lysol  solution. 

2.  Cleaning  can  be  done  with  an  en- 
gine steam  cleaner,  if  available. 
Washing  can  also  be  done  in  the 
field  with  a  pressure  sprayer.  Use 
this  same  sprayer  or  a  three-gallon 
hand  sprayer  to  apply  the  5%  Lysol 
solution. 


FARM  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  4) 
good,  there  is  some  short  cane.  In  my 
last  article  I  spoke  of  growth  records 
in  Houma  that  indicated  cane  was  of 
good  height.  The  Houma  area  has  had 
all  the  rain  it  needs.  However,  in  areas 
that  did  not  receive  adequate  rains  like 
the  Labadieville  area  and  the  area  north 
of  New  Iberia,   crops   are   as  much   as 


10  and  12  inches  below  normal.  Some 
excellent  stands  of  plant  cane,  especially 
in  black  land,  can  be  seen  that  are  very 
short.  CP  74-383  appears  to  suffer  from 
drought  as  bad  as  any  other  variety. 
It  will  be  difficult  for  this  cane  to  make 
any  better  than  average  yields  even 
though  it  has  a  good  stand.  Hopefully, 
adequate  rains  will  fall  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  summer. 
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to  lock  out 
grassy  weeds 

&lock 

in  higher 

yields... 

the 

key 

is 

Asukuc 

HERBICIDE 


® 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 


■d 


le  Sugar  Bulletin  Acquisitions  Division,  Serials  fep* 


:I6  Whitney  Building  Louisiana  State  University  Libr 

*ew  Orleans,  La.  70130  ** 

iddress  Correction  Requested)  BatOH     HoUgO     Louisiana     70803 


BULK  RATE 
r  jD.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 
New  Orleans,  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

"FICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.  S.  A. 


ANNOUNCING  THE 

SIXTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 

U.S.A.,  INC 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27,  1985 

NEW  IBERIA  RECREATIONAL  CENTER 

400  Parkview  Drive  in  City  Park 

New  Iberia 

Meeting  Convenes  at  1:30  P.M. 

At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

All  Members  of  the  League  Will  Please  Consider 
This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend 


Vol.  63  -  No.  23  SEPTEMBER  1,  1985 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  Inc. 

R.    Charles    Hodson,    Jr.,    Editor 

Thomas  AA.  Warner,  Managing    Editor   and    Information    Director 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

Carol  Barnes,  Secretary 

Washington  Representative: 

Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 

1 150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 

Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Phone:  (202)331-4331 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 

416  Whitney  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130-2692 

Phone:  (504)  525-3956  or  525-6848 

OFFICERS    AND    MEMBERS    OF   THE    BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS    OF   THE    AMERICAN    SUGAR    CANE    LEAGUE 


John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  La. 

President 

Harold  Schexnayder,  White  Castle,  La. 

1st  Vice-President 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

2nd  Vice-President 

Fred  Clark,  Franklin,  La. 

3rd  Vice-President 


R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
4th  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 
Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 
5th  Vice-President 

E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Cinclare,  La. 
Treasurer 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.,  St.  James,  La. 
Secretary 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 
J.  G.  Beaud,  New  Roads,  La. 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La. 
Lawrence  Dugas,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 
Andrew  P.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Roland  M.  Hebert,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
Roddy  Hulett,    Franklin,    La. 
Kenneth  H.  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  La. 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  La. 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Jerome  S.  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 
William  S.  Patout,  III,  Patoutville,  La. 
J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  J.  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael   E.  Rodriguez,  Jr.,   Franklin,  La. 


Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 
James  H.  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Daniel  Viator,   Lafayette,  La. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Thomas  H.  Allen,  Conway,  Arkansas 
Thomas  M.  Barker,  Lockport,  La. 
Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  La. 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Jerry  L.  Dickson,  Matthews,  La. 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  La. 
F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  La. 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Matthews,  La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Cinclare,  La. 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
George  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
M.  V.  Yarborough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


Third  Class   postage   paid   at   New   Orleans,   La.    issued   on   the    1st   and    15th    of   each    month.   Subscription    Members 
50  cents  a  year.   Non-Members   $10.00  a  year.   Foreign   Countries   $50.00   a   year.   The   American   Sugar   Cane   League 
is   not   responsible   for    issues   lost    in   transit.    Back    issues   supplied   when    available   at   one    dollar    a    copy. 
POSTMASTER:   Send   address  changes  to  THE   SUGAR   BULLETIN,   416  WHITNEY   BLDG.,    NEW   ORLEANS,   LA.   70130. 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by 
Thomas  M.  Warner 

King  Sucrose  XLIV 

Robert  L.  Allain  of  Jeanerette,  Louisiana  has  been  named  King  Sucrose  XLIV. 
Mr.  Allain  will  reign  over  the  upcoming  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival,  which 
will  be  held  in  New  Iberia  on  September  26-29. 

Mr.  Allain  is  a  decendant  of  six  generations  of  sugar  cane  farmers.  He  has  been 
a  cane  grower  for  over  40  years. 

The  new  Queen  Sugar  will  be  chosen  the  weekend  of  the  Sugar  Cane  Festi- 
val. The  current  Queen  Sugar  is  Amy   Bergeron  of  Assumption  Parish. 

Full  Page  Newspaper  Ad 

The  Sugar  Association  of  Washington,  D.C.  ran  full  page  newspaper  ads  in 
the  following  newspapers  on   either  August  14  or  15: 

Atlanta  Constitution  Houston  Post 

Boston  Tribune  Minneapolis  Tribune 

Chicago  Tribune  New  York  Times 

Denver  Post  Detroit  Free  Press 

Miami  Herald  Los  Angeles  Times 

N.O.  Times-Picayune  S.F.  Chronicle 
Seattle  Post 

The  wording  of  the  ad  was: 

WHY   DID   THE   "OLD   COLA  DRINKERS  OF  AMERICA" 
TURN   UP   THEIR   NOSES    AT    CLASSIC     COKE? 

The  "Old  Cola  Drinkers  of  America"  is  an  organization  that  monitors  con- 
sumer responses  to  soft  drinks  and  other  products.  At  a  July  31  press  conference, 
they  turned  their  noses  up  at  "Classic  Coke"  because  it  is  sweetened  with  a 
cheaper  sweetener  —  corn  syrup  —  instead  of  sugar. 

"It  is  not  the  original  formula;  it  is  not  the  Coke  of  my  youth,"  OCDA 
leader,  Gay  Mullins  said  at  the  time. 

They  were  right.  For  94  years  Coca-Cola  was  in  fact  "The  Real  Thing"  —  a 
classic  sweetened  with  real  sugar  —  an  unvarying  taste  standard  known  and 
trusted  the  world  over.  But  five  years  ago,  Coca-Cola  quietly  began  to  change 
its  formula. 

—  Until   1919,    the    Coca-Cola   Company   used    only  sugar   as    a   sweetener. 

—  In  1980,  the  company  began  blending   corn   syrup   with   sugar,  using   as 
much  as  50%  of  the  sugar  substitute. 

—  1984  it  went  to  100%  use  of  the  substitute    and    no    sugar. 

—  At  no  time   during  this  five-year  period  did  the  company  advertise  these 
changes  to  the  consumer  or  indicate  them  on  the  Coke  label. 

( Continued  on  page  11 ) 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 

Dr.  Rene  Steib  -  Hurricane  Danny  -  Use  the  Best  Seed  -  Polado 


Dr.  Rene  Steib,  retired  Plant  Patholo- 
gist at  LSU  and  a  native  of  Vacherie, 
passed  away  on  August  20,  1985.  Dr. 
Steib  was  67  years  old  and  devoted  his 
career  to  sugar  cane  work  at  LSU.  He 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  working  on 
hot  air  and  aerated  steam  ovens  for  the 
control  of  Ratoon  Stunting  Disease.  Rene 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  his  many  friends 
throughout  the  Louisiana  cane  industry. 

As  of  this  writing,  August  26,  1985, 
growers  are  still  trying  to  assess  the 
damage  following  the  passage  of  Hurri- 
cane Danny  on  August  15.  At  this  point, 
one  thing  is  certain,  the  Cane  Belt  was 
very  fortunate.  There  is  some  cane  that 
is  affected,  but  the  damage  could  have 
been  more  widespread.  In  most  areas 
there  is  some  lodged  cane.  Varieties  most 
affected  include  C.P.  70-321,  C.P.  72-370, 
C.P.  73-351  and  C.P.  74-383.  Of  more 
concern,  are  fields  of  C.P.  72-356  which 
have  suffered  a  large  percentage  of  top 
breakage.  This  is  especially  true  in  Ver- 
milion, Lafayette  and  St.  Martin  parishes 
which  were  closest  to  the  hurricane's 
landfall.  We  have  said  all  along  that 
C.P.  72-356  was  brittle  and  could  suffer 
economic  damage  in  a  hurricane.  This 
is  one  reason  why  we  have  not  recom- 
mended much  acreage  be  planted  to 
C.P.  72-356  even  though  it  is  a  good 
stubbling  variety.  It  may  be  wise  to 
reconsider  your  planting  schedule  and 
keep  C.P.  72-356  to  a  minimum,  if  it  is 
planted  at  all.  In  addition,  the  Erath- 
Abbeville  area  suffered  broken  tops  in 
nearly  all  varieties  and  is  the  hardest 
hit  area.  A  review  of  previous  data  on 
top  breakage  indicates  that  better  vields 
can  be  obtained  from  these  fields  than 
one  might  first  expect.  However,  all  of 
these  reports  are  on  older  varieties. 

Danny  became  a  hurricane  only  18 
hours  before  it  made  landfall  at  Pecan 
Island,  La.  There  were  wind  gusts  of 
over  100  p.m.h.  near  the  eye  and  rainfall 
accumulations  of  2  to  5  inches  were  re- 
corded within  the  cane  belt.  Much  of 
the  cane  damage  came  from  the  back 


side  of  the  hurricane.  Danny  was  classi- 
fied as  a  Class  1  or  minimal  hurricane. 
After  making  landfall  it  traveled  north, 
north-east  and  caused  the  greatest  prob- 
lems to  the  extreme  western  fringes  of 
the  cane  belt. 

Flooding  problems  on  several  cane 
farms  were  experienced  in  the  areas 
along  the  coast  near  Bayou  Sale,  Louisa 
and  Cypremort  Point.  Tides  rose  above 
protection  levees  pushing  several  feet 
of  water  into  fields.  As  tides  fall  growers 
will  begin  to  assess  the  damage  caused 
by  the  flooding. 

It  it  obvious  that  there  will  be  some 
cane  damaged  as  a  result  of  Hurricane 
Danny.  The  cane  with  broken  tops 
will  be  affected  in  tonnage  and  certainly 
will  be  lower  in  CRS  with  the  presence 
of  side  shoots.  Lodged  cane  will  result 
in  ground  loss  in  harvesting  whether  it 
be  for  planting  or  milling.  Generally, 
harvesting  lodged  cane  also  causes  a 
reduction  in  cane  quality  and  more  mill- 
ing problems. 

Use  the  Best  Seed 

Most  growers  try  to  plan  long  in  ad- 
vance which  cane  they  will  use  for  seed. 
This  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  a  good 
heat  treatment  program.  When  adverse 
conditions  occur,  such  as  a  hurricane, 
plans  sometime  need  to  be  adjusted. 
There  are  times  when  cane  from  certain 
seed  fields  cannot  be  harvested  or  plant- 
ed adequately  and  alternate  seed  fields 
must  be  used.  However,  growers  should 
try  to  stick  to  their  best  heat-treated  seed 
as  much  as  possible.  It  may  seem  easier 
to  switch  From  a  slightly  lodged  field 
of  heat-treated  progeny  to  a  field  of  non- 
heat  treated  cane  that  is  more  erect;  but 
the  yield  results  could  be  affected  for 
the  next  three  years  by  using  poorer 
quality  seed.  When  possible,  growers 
should  use  the  best  source  of  seed  they 
can,  which  means  that  cane  which  has 
the  least  amount  of  disease,  insect  and 
weed  problems. 

(continued  on  page  9) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  Du  Pont 
SlNBAR®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  SlNBAR  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  SlNBAR  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  43-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CARIBBEAN  &  CENTRAL 
AMERICAN  COUNTRIES 
FORM  "SUGAR  GROUF' 

Ten  Central  American  and  Caribbean 
nations  have  formed  a  "sugar  group"  to 
try  and  gain  additional  access  to  the 
U.S.  sugar  market.  The  ten  countries  are 
the  Dominican  Republic,  Guatemala, 
Panama,  St.  Christopher  (St.  Kitts)  and 
Nevis,  Barbadoes,  Costa  Rica,  El  Sal- 
vador, Haiti,  Honduras  and  Jamaica.  In 
a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State  George 
Shultz,  the  ambassadors  from  these  coun- 
tries say  the  decline  in  their  sugar  trade 
with  the  U.S.  has  had  a  severe  impact 
on  the  economic  situation  in  the  region. 

The  group  proposes  that  they  be 
allowed  to  import  an  additional  1.5 
million  tons  of  Caribbean  sugar,  outside 
of  the  quota,  for  refining  into  a  sugar 
syrup  which  would  compete  with  high 
fructose  corn  syrup  (HFCS).  This  pro- 
posal is  similar  to  the  so-called  "Sa- 
vannah proposal"  but  would  apply  to 
Caribbean  countries  only.  The  group 
says  the  proposal  could  be  implemented 
administratively  and  would  require  no 
legislation. 

The  National  Corngrowers  Association 
has  said  they  strongly  oppose  the  pro- 
posal and  domestic  sugar  growers  also 
have  expressed  concern  that  their  mar- 
kets could  be  further  eroded. 


HOUSE   APPROVES   AGRICULTURE 
APPROPRIATIONS  BILL 

The  House  of  Representatives  approv- 
ed, by  a  vote  of  354  to  71,  a  $36.4  billion 
fiscal  1986  appropriations  bill  for  federal 
farm,  food  and  nutrition  programs.  The 
bill  contains  about  $5  billion  less  in  new 
budget  authority  than  in  the  1985  appro- 
priations bill  and  is  approximately  $20.3 
million  less  than  the  Administration's 
budget  request.  All  recommendations  of 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
chaired  by  Representative  Jamie  Whitten 
(D-MS),  were  approved  including  fund- 
ing the  USDA  Sugar  Cane  Research 
Laboratory  at  Houma,  Louisiana. 

USDA  CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  August  Crop  Production  re- 
port estimating  1985  sugar  cane  pro- 
duction at  27.6  million  tons,  up  1  per- 
cent from  last  year.  Harvested  area  is 
expected  to  total  755  thousand  acres,  an 
increase  of  1  percent,  and  the  forecasted 
vield  of  36.6  tons  per  acre  is  unchanged 
from  a  year  earlier.  The  sugarbeet  pro- 
duction is  estimated  at  22.9  million  tons, 
3  percent  more  than  1984  production. 
Average  yield  is  forecast  at  20.8  tons  per 
acre,  and  expected  area  harvested  is  1.10 
million  acres,  nearly  the  same  as  in  1984. 
Estimates  bv  state  are  as  follows: 


SUGAR  CANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1,000 

ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

387.0 

388.0 

32.6 

32.0 

11,552 

12,617 

12,416 

HAW 

95.2 

89.0 

91.2 

90.0 

9,159 

8,684 

8,010 

LA 

230.0 

245.0 

22.0 

25.0 

6,328 

5,060 

6,125 

TEX 

35.1 

32.9 

27.9 

33.0 

1,122 

979 

1,086 

US 

747,3 

754.9 

36.6 

36.6 

28,161 

27,340 

27,637 

(continued  on 

page  9) 
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SENCOR    GUTHSON  Sugarcane  Update 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop, 

Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable  protection 
from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do 
better  than  SENCOR  herbicide 
and  GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you 
control  of  grass  and 
broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  become  a  prob- 
lem. Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of 
sugarcane  borer,  and 
long  residual  control 
even  in  hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you 
application  flexibility,  at  a  price  that  makes 
good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  the  Parent  Company  of 

Farbenfabriken  Bayer  GmbH,  Leverkusen.  8522 


f£ 


Mobay  Chemical  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 


Screening  of  Clarified  Juice 

Bill  Keenliside,  Stephen  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


During  the  1984  Louisiana  sugar  crop, 
tests  were  carried  out  at  several  raw 
sugar  factories  to  determine  the  amount 
of  suspended  solids  in  the  clarified  juice. 
These  suspended  solids  are  important 
since  they  are  dependent  on  the  efficien- 
cy of  the  clarifiers  and  also  could  be 
responsible  for  an  increase  in  the  scale 
build-up  in  the  evaporators. 

To  determine  the  suspended  solids 
content,  a  series  of  fine  mesh  screens 
were  built  into  a  vertical  column  with 
the  largest  screen  size  at  the  top  and  the 
smallest  at  the  bottom.  Each  compart- 
ment had  an  overflow  to  ensure  no  up- 
ward contamination  if  any  screen  be- 
came blocked. 

The  total  suspended  solids  collected 
were  determined  as  well  as  the  fraction 
on  each  size  screen.  After  drying,  the 
individual  screen  samples  were  washed 
to  determine  the  amount  of  combusti- 
ble material. 

The  amount  of  material  collected,  as 
total  dry  solids  per  gallon  of  juice,  was 
between  2.3  x  1(H  and  5.0  x  l(h2  gm/ 
gallon  juice. 

These  figures  are  very  small  corre- 
sponding to  an  average  of  1  lb.  dried 
solids  per  200  tons  of  cane. 

The  non-combustible  content  of  the 
suspended  solids  was  only  between  6.G 
and  21%.  This  indicates  the  majority  of 
the  carry  over  from  the  clarifier  is  baga- 
cillo,  particularly  that  which  may  be 
Moating  on  the  top  ol  the  clarified  juice. 


This  effect  was  evident  at  one  factory, 
whose  results  are  not  included  above, 
where  the  screens  became  blocked  inside 
within  one  hour  due  to  excessive  carry 
over  of  bagacillo. 

At  one  of  the  factories  where  this 
study  was  carried  out,  an  analysis  of  the 
scale  from  the  first  two  bodies  in  the 
evaporator  set  the  previous  year,  showed 
extremely  heavy  build-up  of  scale  and 
bagacillo  in  the  tubes.  Although  this 
scale  was  very  soft,  its  thickness  4  to  5 
mm  was  one  obvious  cause  of  poor 
evaporator  operation. 

In  nearly  all  cases,  the  amount  of 
suspended  solids  in  clarified  juice  does 
not  seem  to  be  high  enough  at  present  to 
require  the  installation  of  clarified  juice 
screens.  Increases  in  factory  grinding 
rates  and  reduced  clarifier  residence 
times  may  mean  that  juice  screens  will 
have  to  be  considered  in  the  future. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW   IBERIA,  LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)   367-8233 
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FARM  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  4) 
Polado 

It  will  soon  be  time  to  begin  treating 
cane  with  the  chemical  ripener,  Polado. 
County  agents  have  or  will  shortly  mail 
recommendations  for  the  proper  use  of 
Polado.  Some  important  points  to  re- 
member are  to  treat  cane  21  to  28  days 
before  harvest  and  to  treat  the  last 
stubble  crop  of  those  varieties  that  tests 
have  shown  to  respond  to  Polado. 

In  a  14  acre  experiment  near  Race- 
land,  La.  on  C.P.  65-357  during  1984,  a 


27  pound  CRS  difference  was  obtained 
between  Polado  treated  and  untreated 
cane.  There  was  no  significant  difference 
in  tonnage  between  the  two  treatments 
and  at  an  average  of  26.7  tons  per  acre, 
the  resulting  difference  was  721  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  in  favor  of  the  Polado- 
treated  cane.  Over  the  years,  many  ex- 
periments have  been  conducted  using 
growth  regulators.  In  most  experiments 
there  has  been  a  favorable  response  by 
using  this  chemical  ripener.  This  chemi- 
cal can  be  thought  of  as  a  management 
tool  and  when  used  properly  can  put 
money  in  your  pocket. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE   ( Continued  from  page  6 ; 


SUGARREETS1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

[ 

STATE 

1984 

IND 

1985 

1984 

IND 

1985 

1983 

1984 

IND 

1985 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

208.0 

195.0 

24.7 

25.0 

3,938 

5,138 

4,875 

COLO 

44.2 

2.9 

21.8 

21.0 

603 

964 

61 

IDAHO 

144.0 

152.0 

23.0 

24.0 

3,487 

3,312 

3,648 

KANS 

7.1 

.0 

17.2 

0.0 

95 

122 

0 

MICH 

108.0 

123.0 

19,6 

19.5 

1,976 

2,117 

2,399 

MINN 

261.0 

275.0 

16.6 

18.0 

4,662 

4,333 

4,950 

MONT 

24.6 

42.8 

16.9 

20.0 

818 

416 

856 

NEBR 

67.5 

57.0 

21.9 

21.0 

1,233 

1,480 

1,197 

NDAK 

139.1 

142.0 

16.6 

17.0 

2,404 

2,309 

2,414 

OHIO 

10.7 

12.5 

18.8 

18.0 

222 

201 

225 

OREG 

11.6 

11.8 

26.5 

27.5 

316 

307 

324 

TEX 

37.8 

37.0 

21.8 

22.5 

622 

824 

833 

WYO 

32.7 

49.9 

20.0 

22.0 

616 

654 

1,098 

US 

1,096.3 

1,100.9 

20.2 

20.8 

20,992 

22,177 

22,880 

1 /RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR 
OVERWINTERED    SPRING    PLANTED    REETS   IN  CALIF. 

CROP  PRODUCTION, 

AUGUST  1985 

CROP 

REPORTING 

ROARD,  SRS, 

USDA 

SEPTEMRER  1,  1985 
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FREE  CLASSIFIED  ADS 


1.  Free  to  grower  and  processor  members. 

2.  Used  Farm  and  Mill  Equipment,  Help 
Wanted,  Situations  Wanted,  and  Farm 
Land  Leasing. 

3.  Address  and  phone  number  should  be  in- 
cluded. 

4.  Ads  printed  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  to 
run  ads  due  to  space  limitations  or  im- 
proper subject  matter. 

5.  Any  one  ad  will  be  run  in  only  one  issue, 

unless  a  second  request  is  made  at  a  later 
date. 

6.  Make  ads  brief— we  reserve  the  right  to 
reword  ads. 

7.  Submit  ads  before  the  5th  and  20th  of 
each  month. 

FOR  SALE:  1952  Jeep,  H.D.-16  Allis  Chalmers 
Dozer,  w/hydraulic  angle  blade  and  winch. 
Oliver  tractor  transmission  and  back  end,  H.D.- 
15  Allis  Chalmers  dozer  and  winch  for  parts, 
1977  Ford  pickup,  1967  Chevy  two  ton  truck 
w/float  and  large  tank  for  fertilizer.  Contact 
Mr.  Plessale,  Phone  (318)  229-4971. 
FOR  SALE:  Hydraulic  cane  planter,  JD  4840, 
IH  784,  Cameco  cane  harvester  field  ready, 
IH  4586  4x4  4  wheel  drive  tractor.  Call  or 
write:  Grady  Dugas,  Rt.  1,  Box  1440,  Parks, 
LA  70582.  Phone  (318)  845-4774. 
WANTED:  Application  open  for  position  in 
management  and  operations  of  sugar  and 
molasses  marketing  group.  Applicant  should 
have  aggressive  business  management  ex- 
perience and  be  goal  oriented.  Send  resume  to: 
The  Sugar  Bulletin,  416  Whitney  Building, 
New  Orleans   LA     70130. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Mailing   List  Update 


□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing  your 
name  and  address. 


□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN.  Please  remove  my  name 
from  your  mailing  list. 


Name. 


Address- 


City_ 


State_ 


-Zip- 


Hdp  Keep 

America  Strong 

regularly  with 


Sa 


U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 


Mail   to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

416  WHITNEY   BUILDING 
NEW   ORLEANS,   LA.   70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached  in  box. 
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UP  FRONT  (Continued  from  page  3) 

The  graph  shows  that  standard  Coca-Cola's  share  of  the  soft  drink  market 
has  declined  from  24.3%  in  1980  to  21.8  in  1984  and  appears  to  be  gaining  down- 
hill momentum.  Switching  sweeteners  and  altering  taste  undoubtedly  was  one 
of  the  factors  contributing  to  this  downturn.  The  consumer  caught  on  to  the 
change  and  began  looking  elsewhere.  Incidentally,  the  savings  on  this  ingre- 
dient change  were  never  passed  along  to  the  consumer. 

The  amazing  thing  about  the  quiet  change  in  the  taste  of  Coke  is  that  to 
use  "The  Real  Thing"  —  sugar  —  costs  the  manufacturer  less  than  a  penny  more 
per  bottle  or  can,  compared  to  the  cheaper  sweetener.  Looking  back,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  loss  of  market  share  was  more  costly  than  the  money  saved. 

In  the  move  from  quality  to  economy,  the  American  consumer  has  been  de- 
prived of  the  classic  taste  still  enjoyed  beyond  our  stateside  borders.  Just  ask  a 
traveler  who  has  sampled  Coca-Cola  in  Mexico,  Canada,  Hawaii  or  Europe, 
where  it  is  still  made  with  real  sugar. 

Coca-Cola  has  announced  "Classic  Coke".  Webster's  Dictionary  defines  the 
word  "classic"  as  "of  recognized  value;  serving  as  standard  of  excellence;  tradi- 
tional,  enduring".  This  formula  doesn't  qualify,  but  it  could  very  eaisly. 

Why  doesn't  the  Coca-Cola  Company  give  American  consumers  their  due 
and  go  back  to  the  drink  it  made  for  94  years,  the  real  "Classic  Coke"  made 
with  real  sugar?  It  is  the  product  on  which  the  company  was  built. 

And  the  nice  thing  about  using  sugar  is  that  it's  a  natural  product  with  no 
warning  labels,  and  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon.  Sometimes  people  should  leave 
well  enough  alone. 

A  message  from  The  Sugar  Association,  Inc. 
1511  K  St.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20005 
(202)   628-0189 


Have   Something   To   Sell 

to  the 

Louisiana   Sugar    Industry? 

Your 

BEST  BET 

is 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.  O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  La.  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  La.  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  La.  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  La.  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton   Rouge,   La.    70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  61520  New  Orleans,  La.  70161 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  30  Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

Manard  Molasses  Division 


WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 
1330    Whitney    Building 
New  Orleans,  La.   70130 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  Ms.  39236 


Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  La.  70380 


SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  867  Breaux  Bridge,  La.  70517 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group     i 


BATON  ROUGE  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70895 


STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620 

New  Orleans,  La.  70160 


ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  La.  70538 


TALBOT  WELDING  &  MACHINERY,  INC. 
105  Cherry  St.  Labadieville,  La.  70372 


THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  La.  70301 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  St. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
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FARM  NOTES  BY  DR.  CHARLEY  RICHARD 

Hurricanes  Danny  and  Elena  -  Broken  Cane  -  Planting  -  Weed  Control 


In  the  last  issue  of  THE  SUGAR 
BULLETIN,  early  reports  indicated 
there  was  breakage  in  nearly  all  vari- 
eties in  Vermilion  Parish  as  a  result  of 
Hurricane  Danny  Further  checks  have 
indicated  this  to  be  accurate  and  most 
investigators  believe  as  much  as  60%  of 
this  cane  has  broken  tops.  This  is  across 
all  varieties.  Most  growers  in  that  area 
admit  that  their  cane  was  short  due  to 
the  lack  of  rain  and  when  the  rains  came, 
the  crop  started  to  grow  rapidly.  Rapidly 
growing  cane  is  very  susceptible  to  top 
breakage  and  any  variety  can  suffer 
breakage  at  this  time.  There  is  not  much 
acreage  of  C.P  72-356  in  that  area,  but 
those  fields  of  this  variety  did  suffer 
badly 

In  areas  along  Bayou  Teche  and  even 
other  parts  of  the  cane  belt  is  some  top 
breakage  but  this  is  primarily  in  C.P. 
72-356.  We  have  said  all  along  that  this 
variety  could  suffer  from  top  breakage 
m  any  kind  of  storm  and  especially  in 
a  hurricane  This  is  why  we  have  re- 
commended that  the  planting  of  this 
variety  be  held  to  a  minimum.  In  years 
when  we  do  not  get  bad  weather,  money 
can  be  made  with  C.P.  72-356  because 
oi  its  stubbling  ability.  However,  in 
storm  years  or  even  in  bad  thunder- 
storms the  variety  can  suffer  enough 
damage  to  cause  economic  losses.  For 
this  reason,  variety  scientists  agree  that 
plantings  of  this  variety  should  not  ex- 
ceed 10%  if  it  is  planted  at  all.  Many 
growers  after  seeing  the  results  of  Hurri- 
cane Danny  now  feel  it  is  too  riskv  to 
plant  C.P.  72-356  and  will  begin  to 
phase  it  out 

The  lodging  that  occured  during  Hurri- 
cane Danny  is  now  difficult  to  find.  Most 
cane  straightened  up  almost  immediately 
and  there  is  only  a  small  bend  in  some 
cane.  This  should  be  no  problem  in 
either  harvesting  for  planting  or  milling. 

Hurricane  Elena  is  one  storm  that 
we  will  all  remember  even  though 
it  did  no  immediate  damage  to  the  cane 
belt.  Many  times  we  are  spared  the 
damage  caused  by  these  very  unpredict- 
able  storms;    however,    seldom    are    we 


fortunate  enough  to  miss  the  same  storm 
twice.  On  Thursday,  August  30,  Hurri 
cane  Elena  was  taking  a  dead  aim  at 
New  Orleans  and  much  of  the  cane  belt, 
A  last  minute  turn  to  the  east  spared  us 
and  we  thought  all  was  well.  However, 
after  spending  two  days  damaging  the 
Florida  coast  she  turned  around  and 
traveled  northwest  entering  the  coast 
near  Biloxi,  Mississippi  and  missed  the 
cane  belt  by  less  than  a  hundred  miles. 
Much  of  the  cane  belt  did  get  up  to 
2/2  inches  of  rain  but  received  no  wind. 

Because  of  the  rains  the  belt  has 
received  during  August,  there  has  been 
little  cane  planted  thus  far.  Many  fallow 
fields  have  gotten  grassy  again.  Growers 
are  reminded  to  take  the  necessary  time 
it  takes  to  prepare  the  land  well.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  make  good  yields, 
especially  stubble  yields,  when  the  crop 
is  planted  in  a  poorly  prepared  seed  bed. 
To  stay  in  the  cane  business  today  means 
that  you  cannot  afford  to  make  mistakes. 
You  have  to  do  everything  as  well  as  it 
can  be  done  to  make  the  best  yields.  Start 
with  a  good  seed  bed  and  plant  the  best 
seed  you  have.  We  all  know  it  is  impor 
tant  to  top  seed  cane  well— plant  cane 
not  tops. 

After  two  consecutive  years  of  severe 
winter  freezes  many  growers  may  be 
tempted  to  cover  cane  heavier  than 
usual  However,  it  should  be  pointed  out 
that  most  of  the  plant  cane  lost  after 
the  December  freeze  of  1983  had  severe 
row  erosion  before  the  freeze.  There  was 
little  plant  cane  lost  after  the  January 
1985  freeze  and  most  of  this  year's 
damage  was  to  the  stubble  crop.  A  uni- 
form four  inches  of  soil  over  cane  is  all 
that  is  necessary.  All  growers  know  that 
too  much  soil  over  seed  will  harm  cane, 
and  therefore,  should  concentrate  on  do 
ing  a  good  job  of  covering  cane. 

County  agents  have  already  distributed 
information  on  fall  weed  control  re 
commendations.  Growers  should  take  the 
time  to  read  through  these  and  follow  a 
program  as  carefully  as  possible.  Good 
weed  control  is  essential  for  getting  a 
good  crop  cycle  and  can  make  a  big 
difference  m  the  pocket  book 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
WITH 

DON  WALLACE 


CRS  STUDY  FINDS  GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAM  NEEDED 

An  independent  study  of  U.S.  sugar 
policy  released  in  August  by  the  Con- 
gressional Research  Service  finds  that 
sugar  production  and  price  stability  is 
vital  to  the  survival  of  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry  and  "can  only  be  provided 
under  present  circumstances  by  direct 
government  intervention,"  a  policy  it 
says  is  followed  by  all  major  sugar- 
producing  nations.  The  study  was  pre- 
pared by  London-based  Landell  Mills 
Commodities  Studies,  an  independent 
research  firm,  for  the  Congressional  Re- 
search Service,  the  research  arm  of  Con- 
gress. It  was  requested  by  Representa- 
tives Daniel  Akaka  (D-Haw. ),  Bob 
Traxler  (D-Mich.)  and  Virginia  Smith 
(R-Neb.). 

The  study  concludes  that  "world 
prices,  because  of  their  residual  nature, 
do  not  represent  a  solid  basis  on  which 
national  policies  can  be  built."  It  points 
out  that  world  sugar  price  governs  only 
about  5  percent  of  world  sugar  con- 
sumption. The  study  argues  that  U.S. 
sugar  policv  should  be  guided  by  the 
issue  of  "whether  in  the  long  run  the 
total  costs  of  domestic  production  would 
be  greater  or  less  than  the  costs  of  sugar 
from  alternative  sources."  It  finds  that 
"the  U.S.  sugar  industry  has  been  cost 
competitive,  and  despite  changes  in  the 
nature  of  the  sugar  cycle,  it  may  well 
remain  on  a  par  with  the  long  run  aver- 
age  of   world   production   costs." 

Comparing  current  U.S.  prices  to  the 
average  real  world  free  market  price  of 
raw  sugar,  the  study  states  that  "current 
U.S.  price  supports  do  not  appear  to  be 
unduly  high."  The  current  loan  rate  is 
17.75  cents  per  pound  compared  to  the 
17.5  cents  per  pound  average  real  world 


price    during    the   period    1951-84,    the 
study  observes. 

MSP  ANNOUNCEMENT 
POSTPONED 

The  new  1985/86  market  stabilization 
price  (MSP)  had  been  scheduled  to  be 
announced  at  the  end  of  August,  but  was 
postponed  reportedly  until  sometime 
prior  to  October  1,  the  beginning  of  the 
1985/86  fiscal  year.  According  to  a  Pre- 
sidential Proclamation  of  May  5,  1982, 
the  MSP  has  to  be  announced  no  later 
than  30  days  prior  to  the  beginning  of 
the  fiscal  year  for  which  such  market 
stabilization  price  shall  be  applicable. 

The  reasons  given  for  the  change  in 
the  announcement  date  are  based  on  the 
suspension  of  the  import  fee  mechanism 
last  March.  The  MSP  concept  is  con- 
tained in  the  import  fee  section,  and  by 
suspending  the  fee  mechanism  and  thus 
the  definition  of  the  MSP,  the  deadline 
for  announcing  it  is  no  longer  applicable, 
according  to  USDA. 

1985/86  IMPORT  OUOTA 
REING  DISCUSSED 

The  new  import  quota  for  the  1985  86 
fiscal  year  currently  is  the  subject  of 
discussion  among  members  of  the  Tnter- 
Agencv  Sugar  Task  Force,  which  in- 
cludes representatives  of  the  U.S.  De- 
partments of  Agriculture,  Treasury,  State, 
and  Commerce,  the  Office  of  the  U.S. 
Trade1  Representative,  the  Office  of  Man- 
agment  &  Budget  and  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisors.  The  Task  Force  is 
reviewing  domestic  production  and  con- 
sumption figures  as  well  as  various  op- 
tions lor  the  length  and  format  of  the 
quota  year.  These  options  include:  (1) 
extending  the  quota  year  another  month, 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean 
all  the  way  to  spring. 

Spray  Sinbar  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months.  Moisture  and  nutri- 
ents your  young  cane  will  need  to  grow  on 
next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply  DuPont 
Sinbar®  weed  killer  at  planting  time. 
Because  Sinbar  will  control  seedling 
Johnsongrass  and  most  other  annual 
grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds.  Control 
them  right  up  to  the  time  spring  weather 
lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar.  Sinbar  helps 


your  cane  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start 
it  needs  for  top  yields  at  harvest. 

If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
weed  killer.  Because  LEXONE  DF  will 
give  you  the  effective  weed  control  you 
want,  without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The 
dry  flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 


With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


SMI 
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AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE  REPORT 


Boiler  Control  Systems 

Bill  Keenliside 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


Over  the  last  few  years,  work  has 
been  undertaken  to  develop  an  auto- 
matic combustion  control  system  for 
bagasse  furnaces  and  the  results  of  work 
carried  out  during  the  1984  crop  indicate 
that  a  feasible  system  can  now  be  in- 
stalled. 

The  basis  of  the  system  is  to  control 
the  combustion  air  by  adjusting  the 
forced  draft  fan  depending  on  the 
amount  of  oxygen  measured  in  the  flue 

gas. 

Since  the  travel  time  of  the  air 
through  the  forced  draft  duct,  air 
heater  and  combustion  zone  is  extremely 
rapid  in  comparison  to  the  combustion 
rate  of  the  bagasse,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  have  a  preset  fuel/air  ratio  as  is  re- 
quired with  fossil  fuel  boilers. 

One  of  the  problems  associated  with 
non-preset  fuel/ air  ratio  system  is  that 
the  combustion  air  control  can  only  work 
over  a  limited  range  of  fuel  feeds.  An- 
alyses of  this  system  showed  that  pro- 
vided the  fuel  supply  does  not  vary  by 
more  than  25%  up  or  down,  the  com- 
bustion air  control  will  be  capable  of 
controlling  the  forced  draft.  Hence  if 
the  control  systems  are  set  with  an  80% 
boiler  fuel  feed  the  combustion  air  con- 
trol will  operate  over  the  range  of  60% 
to  100%  fuel  feed.  This  is  a  larger  range 
than  is  normally  required  on  a  bagasse 
boiler  since  the  usual  operating  value 
is  between  90  and  100%. 

The  control  of  fuel  feed  is  more  com- 
plex since  the  boiler  response  to  extra 
Fuel  is  slow.  Under  conditions  where  the 
boiler   pressure    is    decreasing    then    the 


pressure  alone  can  be  used  to  increase 
the  fuel  feed  rate.  This  requires  a  know- 
ledge of  the  maximum  feed  rate  setting 
on  the  carrier  such  that  this  value  can- 
not be  exceeded  otherwise  the  furnace 
could  become  overloaded. 

When  the  boiler  pressure  has  started 
to  increase  the  rate  at  which  fuel  is 
added  must  be  decreased  as  a  function 
of  both  pressure  and  steam  flow.  This 
is  again  necessary  to  eliminate  over  feed- 
ing of  the  boiler. 

Simple  analysis  of  the  control  strategy 
For  fuel  control  indicates  that  this  is  feasi- 
ble, but  that  every  individual  boiler 
would  have  a  different  range  of  opera- 
tion depending  on  the  fuel  control 
mechanism. 

All  the  results  obtained  so  far  show 
the  feasibility  of  controlling  bagasse- 
fired  furnaces  with  excess  air  values  at 
50%  or  less  and  that  fuel  control  systems 
can  be  developed  for  all  boiler  types. 


Suspension    Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


NEW    IBERIA,   LA. 


FERTILIZER 


(318)  367-8233 
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Some  people 
think  this  is  a  farmer. 


We  know  better. 

This  is  a  businessman.  A  scientist.  An  economist.  A  day 
laborer.  A  manager.  And  plenty  more.  All  rolled  up  into  one. 

He  has  to  be. 

He's  got  enough  on  his  mind  already.  He  doesn't  have  time 
to  worry  about  his  long-term  credit  needs. 

That's  why  generations  of  American  farmers  have  trusted 
the  world's  greatest  system  of  financing  for  agricultural  land, 
improvements  and  debt  restructuring. 

They'd  rather  do  business  with  people  who  know  what 
this  man  really  is. 

That's  why  they  come  back  to  the  Land. 

The  Federal  Land  Bank 


mm 
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1984  POLADO  TEST  AT  RACELAND,  LOUISIANA1/ 

Dr.  Charley  Richard 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Introduction 

The  growth  regulator  Polado  has  been 
tested  for  a  number  of  years.  In  most 
years  it  has  given  beneficial  results  ( 1 ) 
while  in  others  no  increase  in  sugar  per 
acre  has  resulted  (Windell  Jackson,  un- 
published data).  Current  recommenda- 
tions indicate  the  positive  results  but 
growers  are  always  looking  for  further 
evaluation.  During  1984  an  experiment 
was  conducted  near  Raceland,  La.  on 
second  stubble  C.P.  65-357  to  determine 
the  response  to  Polado.  A  forty  acre  sec- 
tion on  Commerce  silty  loam  soil  was 
selected  for  the  experiment  and  con- 
tained eleven  blocks  of  cane.  The  cane 
was  rated  in  September  as  having  a 
potential  for  over  25  tons  of  cane  per 
acre.  Polado  was  sprayed  on  October  1, 
1984  at  the  recommended  rate  of  )i  lb. 
commercial  product  per  acre  on  all  of 
the  experimental  area  except  for  the 
fourth  and  seventh  blocks.  Blocks  five 
and  eight  served  as  treatment  blocks  for 
the  experiment.  The  total  acreage  un- 
treated was  7.2  acres  while  the  two 
treated  blocks  used  for  comparison  con- 
tained 6.7  acres. 

On  days  2,  9  and  23  after  spraying,  six 
samples  were  hand  cut  from  each  treat- 
ment. The  six-stalk  samples  were  topped 
at  the  growing  point  and  then  run 
through  the  press  analysis  procedure  at 
South  Coast  Sugars  laboratory.  On  day 
28  after  spraying  (October  29)  the  field 
was  machine  harvested  and  burned  on 
the  following  day.  Six  samples  were  taken 
from  the  heap  from  both  treatments.  The 
four  experimental  blocks  were  then  me- 
chanically loaded  into  field  wagons  with 
the  heap  length  for  each  wagon  recorded. 
Scale  weights  were  then  used  to  calcu- 
late tons  of  cane  per  acre  for  each  wagon 
load.  Core  samples  were  taken  from  each 
wagon  and  the  samples  were  put  through 
the  press  anaylsis.  From  the  press  analysis 
the  pol  '  (  cane,  fiber  r/<  cane  and  com- 
mercially recoverable  sugar  (CRS)  were 
determined  for  samples  collected  on  all 

1  /    Polado  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Monsanto,  Inc. 


dates.  Sugar  per  acre  was  calculated  for 
each  wagon  load  from  the  tons  of  cane 
per  acre  and  CRS.  There  were  17  wagon 
loads  of  cane  from  each  treatment.  A 
t  test  was  used  to  determine  significant 
differences   on  any  sampling   date    (2). 

Results  and  Discussion 

In  Table  1  are  shown  the  results  of 
samples  hand  carried  from  the  field 
during  the  four  sampling  dates  after 
spraying.  In  fiber  %  cane  the  Polado  treat- 
ment was  not  significantly  different  from 
the  untreated  cane  on  any  sampling 
date.  In  pol  %  cane  and  in  CRS  there 
was  no  significant  difference  through 
nine  days  after  treatment;  however,  on 
23  and  29  days  after  treatment  the  Polado 
treated  cane  was  significantly  higher 
than  the  untreated  cane.  This  indicated 
that  by  23  days  after  spraying  with 
Polado,  the  treated  cane  was  more  ma- 
ture and  had  a  higher  level  of  sugar 
content.  On  day  29,  although  the  Polado 
treatment  was  still  significantly  higher 
than  the  check,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
quality  from  day  23  in  both  treatments. 
This  was  undoubtedly  due  to  rainfall 
which  occurred  between  days  23  and  29 
which  caused  a  dilution  effect  in  the 
stalks. 

In  Table  2  are  shown  the  results  of 
the  machine  harvested  and  loaded  cane. 
Unlike  many  previous  Polado  tests,  there 
was  no  significant  loss  in  tonnage  in  the 
Polado  treated  cane  as  compared  to  the 
untreated  cane.  There  was  also  no  differ- 
ence in  fiber  %  cane  between  Polado  and 
the  cheek.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
fiber  content  in  the  machine  loaded  cane 
(Table  2)  was  substantially  higher  than 
that  of  the  hand  carried  samples  (Table 
1 )  for  both  treatments  on  the  same  date. 
This  was  probably  a  result  of  the  dirt 
and  trash  picked  up  by  the  piler-loader 
used  commercially  in  the  industry. 

The  pol  %  cane  and  CRS  were  sig- 
nificantly higher  in  the  Polado  treated 
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cane  over  the  untreated  cane  with  an 
increase  in  CRS  of  27  pounds  ( Table  2 ) . 
Although  the  cane  quality  was  increased 
by  the  Polado  it  should  again  be  noted 
that  cane  quality  in  the  machine  loaded 
cane  (Table  2)  was  substantially  lower 
than  samples  hand  carried  to  the  labora- 
tory (Table  1)  for  day  29  in  both  treat- 
ments. 

The  resulting  difference  in  sugar  per 
acre  amounts  to  1031  pounds.  However, 
this  is  somewhat  misleading  since  the 
1.8  ton  difference  in  cane  tonnage  be- 
tween treatments  was  not  significant. 
A  more  reasonable  value  for  the  increase 
in  sugar  per  acre  would  be  the  product 
of  the  average  tonnage  of  both  treated 
and  untreated  cane  (26.7  tons)  and  the 
CRS  difference  (27  pounds).  This  re- 
sults in  a  721  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton 
difference  between  Polado  treated  and 


untreated  C.P.  65-357  in  1984. 

Polado  can  best  be  regarded  as  a 
management  tool.  When  used  properly 
with  the  right  environmental  conditions, 
it  can  ripen  the  top  portion  of  the  stalk 
and  increase  cane  quality.  In  most  years 
the  loss  in  tonnage  when  compared  to 
untreated  cane  during  the  21  to  35  day 
treatment  to  harvest  time  is  offset  by  the 
increase  in  sugar  per  ton  and  the  result- 
ing sugar  per  acre  is  in  favor  of  Polado 
treatment. 
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Table  1.  Quality  of  hand  samples  of  Polado  and  untreated  C.P.  65-357  in  second 
stubble  near  Raceland,  LA.  in  1984. 


Days  after 
treatment 

Fiber  % 
Untreated 

cane 
Polado 

Pol  % 
Untreated 

cane 
Polado 

CRS  (lbs) 
Untreated            Polado 

9 

14.8 

13.6 

10.5 

10.8 

140 

146 

9 

14.1 

13.3 

11.3 

11.5 

155 

160 

23 

14.8 

14.2 

13.0 

15.3** 

180 

217** 

29 

17.6 

16.8 

11.8 

15.0** 

157 

205** 

*  Denotes    significant  difference    on   that   sampling  date  using  t  test. 


Table  2.  Quality  of  mechanically  harvested  and  loaded  samples  of  Polado  and  un- 
treated C.P.  65-357  in  second  stubble  near  Raceland,  LA.  in  1984. 


Fiber  %  cane 

Pol  %  cane 

Tons  of  cane  per  acre 

CRS 
Sugar  per  acre 


Untreated 

Polado  1/ 

22.2 

21.1 

10.7 

12.5** 

25.8 

27.6 

137 

164  ** 

3521 

4552** 

**  Denotes    significant    difference   using    t    test. 
1  /  Harvested  at  29  days  after  treatment. 
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HIGHWAY  SAFETY  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


A.  General 

1.  Assign  flagman  at  critical  crossing 
areas  and  turning  points  where 
traffic  is  heavy. 

2.  Inspect  all  equipment  that  travels 
on  the  highway.  Are  all  the  lights  in 
working  order?  Are  any  tires  old 
and  cracked  and  susceptible  to 
blowouts?  If  so,  replace  them.  Is 
the  hitch  equipped  with  a  safety 
chain? 

3.  Replace  all  slow-moving  vehicle 
emblems  with  new  ones.  The  fluor- 
escent material  on  the  emblem  has 
probably  outlived  its  useful  life. 
Reflectors  should  be  placed  on  the 
rear  of  all  wagons  and  trailers. 


6.  Slow-moving  tractors  pulling  wag- 
ons should  avoid  traveling  in  a 
"convoy".  Tractor  drivers  should 
leave  plenty  of  space  between  units 
for  cars  and  trucks. 


C.  Truck-Tractor  and  Semi-Trailer  Units 

1.  Trucks  and  trailers  should  comply 
with  width,  height  and  length  regu- 
lations. 

a.  Maximum  width  -   96  inches   (8 
feet) 

b.  Maximum  height-loaded   or   un- 
loaded -  13  feet,  6  inches 

c.  Maximum  length  of  entire  rig 
60  feet 


B.  Tractor  and  Wagon  Units 

1.  No  more  than  two  wagons  should 
be  towed  by  a  tractor  on  a  highway. 

2.  Keep  tractors  off  the  highway  at 
night   or  under  foggy   conditions. 

3.  Load  wagons  and  trailers  properly 
to  avoid  spillage  and  protruding 
cane.  Loading  cane  too  high  only  to 
be  knocked  off  at  bridges  and  un- 
derpasses is  completely  unnecessary 
and  infuriates  the  public. 

4.  Tractor  hauling  units  should  be 
covered  by  liability  insurance. 

5.  All  tractor  drivers  should  be  urged 
to  pull  off  the  highway  onto 
shoulder,  where  possible  and  per- 
mitted, to  allow  long  lines  of  ve- 
hicles to  pass. 


2.  Truck  drivers  should  be  properly 
licensed. 

3.  Trucks  and  trailers  must  have 
liability  insurance  and  bear  in- 
spection tags. 

4.  All  trucks  and  trailers  must  have 
the  following  equipment  in  good 
working  order  as  required  by  law: 

a.  Reflectors,  lights,  and  directional 
signals 

b.  Mufflers 

c.  Mud  flaps 


D.  Be  courteous  to  the  other  drivers  on 
the  highway.  Everyone  is  in  a  hurry 
these  days  and  by  following  these 
recommendations,  you  will  be  benefit- 
ing yourself  and  the  entire  Louisiana 
sugar  industry. 


10 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(continued  from  page  4) 

ending  the  year  on  December  31st.  This 
would  allow  a  delay  in  announcing  the 
new  quota  until  December  15;  (2)  oper- 
ate the  quota  year  on  a  10  month  basis 
(December  -  September).  This  would 
mean  the  new  quota  would  be  announced 
on  September  15  as  scheduled;  or,  (3) 
extend  the  quota  year  one  month  and 
then  align  it  with  the  calendar  year  be- 
ginning January  1  through  December  31. 
A  decision  will  have  to  be  made  by  Sep- 
tember 13   (the  15th  is  on  a  Sunday). 

HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 
CONTINUES  WORK 
ON  FARM  BILL 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee  held 
its  first  meeting  since  returning  from  its 
August  recess  on  Tuesday,  September  3, 
to  continue  markup  of  the  1985  Farm 
Bill.  During  this  meeting,  the  Committee 
agreed  that  the  provisions  of  their  bill 
which  have  been  agreed  to  thus  far  put 
it  $11.4  billion  over  the  limits  contained 
in  the  budget  agreement.  The  members 
of  the  Committee  agreed  to  try  and  come 
up  with  a  bill  that  is  within  the  budget 
guidelines  and  appointed  a  Task  Force 
to  provide  recommendations  on  how  this 
can  be  achieved.  The  Task  Force  will  re- 
port back  to  the  Committee  on  Tuesday, 
September  10. 

Task  Force  members  are  Democratic 
Representatives  Foley  (WA),  Bedell 
(IA),  Panetta  (CA),  Huckaby  (LA), 
Coelho  (CA),  Daschle  (SD),  and  Sten- 
Holm  (TX).  Republican  members  are 
Representatives  Jefford  (VT),  Marlenee 
(MT),  Roberts  (KS),  Morison  (WA), 
and  Emerson  (MO). 

The  Senate  was  not  scheduled  to  re- 
turn from  its  August  recess  until  about 
a  week  after  the  House. 

SENTENCES  HANDED  DOWN  IN 
SUGAR  FRAUD  CASE 

A  federal  judge  sentenced  seven  people 
and  eight  companies  in  the  illegal  sugar 
importing  fraud  known  as  Operation 
Bittersweet.  The  sentences  ranged  from 
200  hours  of  community  service  and 
$2,750  fine  in  one  case,  to  two  years  in 


jail  with  18  months  suspended  and  a 
$250,000  fine  in  two  others.  Companies 
were  fined  from  $5/000  to  $10,000. 

The  case  involved  the  defendents  and 
other  sugar  brokers  and  dealers  import- 
ing raw  sugar  into  the  U.S.,  processing 
it,  and  supposedly  exporting  it,  which 
made  them  eligible  for  refunds  of  import 
duties.  Instead,  the  sugar  was  diverted 
into  domestic  markets  and  the  refunds 
were  kept.  The  defendents  furnished 
documentation  to  USDA  and  the  U.S 
Customs  Service  which  falsely  showed 
the  sugar  was  exported.  Officials  esti- 
mated the  federal  government  lost  at 
least  $50  million  in  revenues  because  of 
the  fraud. 
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HERBICIDE 


This  season,  when  you  make  ASULOX"  herbicide  the  key  to  your 
sugarcane  herbicide  program  you'll  "lock  out"  grassy  weeds  such  as 
Johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass,  Alexandergrass  and  goosegrass. 
And  when  you  do  you'll  "lock  in"  higher  yields... as  much  as  6  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  Please  read  label  directions  carefully.  For  more 
information,  write  to  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc.,  Agrochemical  Division, 
Monmouth  Junction,  NJ  08852. 


